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/fS  there  is  no  part  of  medicinal  pra^Ace^  that 
-^^  is  of  more  importance  to  mankind^  than  fnr^ 
gery^  the  attainable  means  being  more  certainly 
effiSiual  to  the  end,  than  in  any  other  branch  ;  fo 
there  is  none^  in  which  the  aids  io  the  acquiring  a 
due  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  the  art^  as  ftir 
as  regards  the  choice  and  preparation  of  the  medi-- 
caments^  are  more  fender  and  defeBive.  A  great 
multiplicity  of  books-,  that  treat  of  the  preparatiori 
and  compofition  of  remedies  for  the  cure  of  topical 
diforders,  are^  it  miifl  be  allowed^  already  extant : 
of  which  many^  alfo,  comment  vaguely  on  the  par- 
ticular ijirtues  of  the  remedies :.  but  ?ione  of  them 
contain  fo  complete  a  colleBion  of  the  forms  ^  adopted 
by  the  prefent  improved  praSlice^  as  7iot  to  leave 
room  for  very  ufeful  additions :  a^id  they  have  failed 
much  more^  to  explain  analytically^  in  anyjuf  man^ 
ner^  the  rationale  of fuch preparation  or  compofi- 
tion J  or  of  the  application  of  the  medicaments  to  the 
pKrpcfes  for  which  they  are  intended,  A  difplay  of 
the  medicinal  qualities  of  thefmples^  as  well  with 
regard  to  their  external  as  internal  ufe,  in  the 
cure  ofthefe  diforders^  isy  indeed^  attempted  to  be 
made  in  a  number  of  works ;  nor  are  there  w ant- 
ing fuch^  as  touch  on  thofe  offome  compounds :  yet  • 
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in  fo  imperfeSi  and  falfe  a  manner  is  this  done^ 
efpecially  with  refpeSi  to  exterior  application^  that 
injiead  of  affording  rigiot^  and  dtJtinB  notions  of 
the  fewral  jubj eels y  it  only  leads ^  for  the  mof  party 
to  error  and  confufon.     ''The  beft  acccnnts  to  be 
foimdy  are  jcarcely  any  thing  more^  than  ari  enu- 
meration of  the  fuppofed  medicina  virtues  of  each 
particular^  as  delivered  by  the  earlier  author s^  or 
fnce  copied  from  them  by  a  fuccejjion  of  others : 
and  from  fiich  a  joiirce^  when  the  preienfons  to 
authority  of  tbofe  earlier  writers  are  duly  weigh ed^ 
what  can  be  reajbnably  expect edy  but  an  abfurd^  and 
deceptive  representation  of  the  matters  treated  off? 
'Embracing  pri72ciphs.   with  regard  to  the  more 
complex  effeBs  of  remedies ^  which  are  now ^  on  very 
fuf  dent  grounds,  reji^ied-j  ayjdwanting^  mor cover ^ 
a  clear  comprehenfoji^  even  of  the  more  obvious  qua- 
lities of  the  fever  alfubfances  employed  \  they  afcribed 
imaginary  powers  to  them^  that  did  not  any  where 
cciiially  ffbfijl :  and,  with  refpeB  to  fuch  pro^ 
perties  as  are  real^  they  were  not  only  in  many  in^ 
fames  inconfftent  with  each  other ^  in  the  dijiri-- 
bution  of  them  to  particidars  },  but  frequently  even 
with  t he mf elves.     How  far  the  doSfrines^  which 
then  prevailed  with  relation  to  external  remedies ^ 
were  from  correfponding  with  thofe  of  the  prefent 
enlightened  times ^  the  great  deviatiojts  now  made 
from  the  forms  and  w.ethods  then  received  moji 
evidently  f dew. 

Ho^vever  the  means  of  teaching  a  more  accurate 
and  minute  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  inedicaments 
in  relation  to  the  cure  of  topical  diforders  may  have 
bten  negledied^  it  is^  neverthelefs,  of  the  greatejl 
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tonfequence^  that  fitch  a  hKrwledge jhoitldhe  obtained 
by  everxpi^aBitioficr :  not  only  to  guide  individuals^ 
vn  each  occafion^  by  the  light  of  clear  and  certain 
principles^  to  the  moji  jit  application  of  the  methods 
now  in  iife  \  but  in  order  alfo  to  the  improvement  of 
the  art  ttfelf:  ivhich  can  only  be  the  rare  andcafiidl 
vffeSl  of  accident,  where  the  pra^iive^  not  being  ra-- 
tionally  dire  Bed  byfuch  principles^  is  eTfipirically 
led  only  by  a prejumed  conformity  to  ejlablifoedufagey 
that  can  have  no  adequate  provif  on  for  the  variety 
of  attendant  circiimjianccs,  and  complications  of 
difeafes.  It  is  indifputably  requifte^  to  the  moji 
advantageous  choice  preparation^  and  ufe  of  me^ 
dicaments^  to  know  net  only  in  a  general  view 
what  they  ultimately  perjorm  ^  but  to  comprehend 
by  what  particular  property^  or  mode  of  atlion^ 
fheyfo  operate : — lo  under  {land  what  change  each 
kind  of  fubjlance  is  capable  of  working  in  the  dni^ 
^maljyjiem^  or  on  others  with  relation  to  it: — 
nnd  to  diflinguijhy  in  compounds^  what  are  the  pe^ 
culiar  virtue  y  and  ofice  of  each  coyfituent  %  and^ 
by  what  mediate  effeSl^  it  conduces  to  the  fjial  in- 
tention ;  whether  through  its  own  proper  affeSl  on 
ihe  hunian  body^  or  controll  of  that  of  other  co-in-- 
gredients^  maintaining  its  original  powers^  and 
jlate^  though  comWiixt  with  them ;  or  by  producing 
a  new  fpecies  of  fubjlance^  indued  with  different 
qualities^  in  conjcquence  of  its  menjirual  combina^ 
tim  with  fome  of  the  refi. 

It  wouldy  perhaps^  be  unnecejfary^  to  confider 
this  branch  as  a  dijlinSi  objeSl  of  jludy  jrom 
pharmacy  in  general^  if  ihe  means  of  learning 
the  true  nature  of  medicaments  i?i  common ^  wer^ 
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more  amply  provided.     But  there  is  fo  little 
done  towards  a   Jufficient  fu7td  of  irijlru^ioji 
for  thofe^    who  would^    in  a  fummary  manner^ 
make    themfehes  majiers   of  the  pharmaceutic 
and   therapeutic  principles  of   medicine^    that^ 
after  much  more  time  fpent  in  reading  than  is 
confiflent  with  a  life  ofpraSlice^  perplexity,   and 
uncertainty  of  opinion,  refulting  from  the  defeats, 
cbfcuritieSy  contradi^ions^  and  fundamental  er- 
roneous doctrines  of  the  writers  on  tbefe  fuhjeds^ 
are  the  only  confequence.    The  dijpcuiiy  of  gain^ 
ing  a  more  perfeB  knowledge  of  them,  is  not,  in^ 
deed,  to  be  furmounted,  but  by  the  aid  of  fitch  an 
extenfve  previous  acquaintance  with  natural  hi- 
fiory,  the  deeper  principles  of  chcfnijlry,  arid  ether 
philofophic  and  fpeculative  conce?itSy  as  is  fcarcely 
obtainable,  unlefs  by  thofe,  whofe  exemption  from 
calls  of  duty  in  the  exercife  of  any  profejjion,  ena^ 
bles  them  to  devote  the  great eji  part  of  their  time 
to  it. 

induced  by  this  want  of  a  more  complete  body  of 
chirurgical  pha?^macy  ;  and  of  the  means  of  ac^ 
quiring  a  juji  knowledge  of  the  fever al  matters^ 
on  which  the  right  choice  and  ife  of  the  refpeSlive 
medicaments  depend  y  I  have  attempted  to  fupply 
them  in  the  following  treatife ;  by  cclle51i?2g,  and 
difpofmgin  their  proper  clajjes,  whatever  forms ^ 
either  in  the  prefent  regular,  or  empirical  prac-- 
tice,  have  any  claim  to  notice,  with  the  addition 
of  fome  others  that  are  original  \  and  annexing  to 
them  a  brief  fyjlem  of  theory,  in  which  the  princi- 
ples, and  requifte  pr^cognita,  are  reduced  to  or-- 
der^  and  explained. 

For 
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For  the  jnethcdical  execution  of  this  defign^  I 
have  divided  the  ivork  info  tni^o  parts  5  the 
THEORETIC^  and  the  practical,  "the  theo- 
retic part  has  princtpaJly  in  view  the  explanaticn 
•of  the  fuhj'ecls^  general  operations^  injlrununts^ 
and  kinds  of  forms  of  contpoftion  :  which  is^  ifi- 
deedy  the  njoholeofwhatfjiriStljfpeaking^  makes 
the  principles  of  the  art  of  pharmacy.  In  order ^ 
bowevef-^  to  the  teaching  the  jujl  dpjplication  of 
this  art  to  the  cure  of  topical  df orders  •,  dnd  even 
to  the  demonjlrating  the  reafons  of  mayiy  of  the  par-^ 
ticidar  operations,  that  occur  in  its  exercife  ;  it  is 
previoufly  requifite  to  go  further  ;  and  to  confder 
the  fever al  diJlinSl  fnediate  i?2tentio7is  of  cure ^  to 
which  they  are  fubfervient :  and  fuch  a  difqui/i- 
tion  may^  conpquenth\  i?i  a  niore  expanded  view^ 
be  properly  deemed  a  pdrt  of  the  theory  of  thiriir^ 
gical  pharmacy.  But  the  doing  this  effecliially 
leads  of  courfe  to  a  yet  greater  extent  of  inqidry. 
For  it  is  iinpraclicabky  tofhew  the  feveral  me-^ 
diate  intentions^  that  artfe  in  the  treatment  of  the 
various  kinds  oficpical  di [orders,  in  order  to  their 
ture,  without  pointing  cut  the  refpeSJive  accidents 
in  the  aninial fyjlem,  that  vo?iftituie,  or  attend  thofe 
diforders',  and  of  which  the  removal^  or  mbdif'- 
cation,  makes  the  objeSl  of  fuch  i/tte/itions :  while 
this  venders  it  again  necej]}i7j  to  proceed  ftill  fur-- 
ther ;  and  to  take  a  furvey  o^f  the  dnimal  fyjletii 
itfelj^  as  far  as  may  regard  its  being  the  jubjeB 
of  thefe  accidents.  ^ 

I  have,  therefore,  firf  gojfe  ahoui  to  define  the 
general  nature,  and  limits  of  chirlirgical  phar- 
niaey.     But  in  the  profecution  of  this,  I  have  en^ 
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deavoured  to  ufe  the  greateji  concifenejs :  as  the 
deficience  intended  to  be  fupplied  by  the  contents  of 
this  work  does  not  indeed  lie  in  that  kind  ofknow^ 
ledge. 

1  have  then  attempted^  to  delineate  the  ge- 
neral ftrudure,  and  vital  ceconomy  of  the  hu- 
man body,  as  far  as  is  necejfary  to  the  inveftiga-^ 
tion  of  the  ^various  accidents  to  which  the  parts  are 
confequentially  fubjeB ;  and^  at  the  fame  time^  to 
trace  out^  and  explain  the  nature^  and  attendant 
circumfiances  of  fuch  accidents   themfehes-y    de- 
ducings alfoy  thence  the  fever al  particular  inten* 
tions  of  cure y  as  they  arife  from  them^  when  conf^ 
dered  as  diforders.     To  preferve,  howei)ery  the  re-- 
quifte  brevity  y  and  duly  floor  ten  my  courfe  inpafs- 
ing  over  fo  extenfve  afieldy  I  confine  ^yfelffolely 
to  fuch  matters  as  concern  the  caufe^  mode^  and 
removal  of  topical  diforders ;  prefumlng  my  readers 
to  be  already  acquainted  wiih  the  common  rudi- 
ments of  anatomy y  phyfiologyy  and  other  branches 
of  medicinal  Jcience.     In  fny  difquifitiin  on  this 
nice  fubjeSly  I  have  been  under  a  necefjity  of  ad-^ 
vancingfome  doSlrines ;  particularly  with  relation 
to  the  nature  of  fuppuratiov^  and  pus;    which 
may  appear  7ieWy  and  contradiBory^  perhaps^  to 
what  has  heen  mofi  generaUy  received  hitherto. 
But  I  hope  no  decijtve  judgment  will  be  given 
againfl  themy  on  that  fcore,  without  a  clofe  at- 
tentton  to  the  argument i,  Ihavefuggefledin  their 
fupport :  fince  I  could  not  f idly  enlarge  on  their  de- 
fence y  without  being  more  prolix  and  diffife,  than 
was  confifient  with  the  conrpafs  andmajiner  of  this 
work. 
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T  next  take  into  conjideration^  the  nature  of 
medicannents  in  general,  as  clajfcd  with  relation 
to  the  fever al  particular  intentions  of  cure  before 
explained 'y  endeavouring  to  fhew^  by  what  proper- 
tieSy  and  mode  of  aBion^  they  effeSl  the  propofed 
end:  and  what  the  natural  kinds  of  fiibjiajices^ 
either  Jimple^  or  compound^  are^  in  which  fuch 
properties  may  be  found. 

Having  thus  invejligated  the  principles  on 
which  remedies  may  be  rationally  applied^  or  ad-^ 
miniflredj  and  the  refpeBive  generical  nature 
of  the  medicaments  as  refidting  thence  ^  I  next  pro-- 
ceed  to  treat  ^the  particular  fimples^  premif-- 
ing  firfi  fome  general  animadverjions  on  them^  as 
forming  the  materia  chirurgo-medica  ;  and  then 
giving  their  defcription^  and  medicinal  hijlory :  in 
the  latter  of  which  confideratioiis^  I  keep  JlriBly 
in  view  the  principles  before  fated.  In  this  part 
of  the  work^  I  have  refirained  the  difquifition  only 
to  the  more  important  and  capital  of  the  articles^ 
which  might  nominally  have  fome  clai?n  to  a  place  j 
efpecially  with,  regard  to  the  internal  medicines. 
For^  without  this  limitation^  the  work  would 
have  been  rendered  much  larger  than  is  expedient  *y 
and  made  lefs  fuitable  to  the  purpofesfor  which  it 
is  dejigned. 

'  The  particular  kinds  of  artificial  forms  of  me- 
dicamentsy^//  next  under  examination  :  and  de^ 
mand  the  7nore  attentive  difcufjion  ;  hecaufe  there 
is  not.  that  I  know  of\  ajuft  explica'ion  of  i hem 
to  be  fcwid  any  where  in  the  works  already  pub- 
lifted.  It  muji  certainly  be  pre  fumed,  that  ile 
feveral  articles^  which  bear  one  commcn  7mme  of 
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Jorm^  fhould  have  fome  generical  relation  to,  of 
agreement  withy  each  other :  and  fo  it  has  ori-- 
ginally  been  in  the  inflitution  of  theje  names.    But 
pradiice  has  fun  into  an  irregularity  and  confu-- 
Jion^  with  relation  to  this  matter^  that  is  almoji 
incredible  in  the  injlance  of  an  art^  which  has 
been  fo  7nuch  Jiudied :    nor  does  it  hold  good  of 
the  errors  of  particulars  oftly^   but  of  mofi  coU 
legeSy  and  bodies^  likewifiy  who  have  publifded^ 
or  framed^  Pharmacopeias,  and  digefted  collec- 
tions of  recipes.    It  is^  neverthelefs^  a  material 
part  of  the  theory  of  pharmacy ^  to  confider  the 
principles  of  the  fbectfication^    or  diJlinSiion  of 
general  forms  :    and  I  have  accordingly  ejfayed 
to  reduce  them  to  certainty  ^   as  they  appear  to 
arife  JVom   the  comparifon   with  each  other  of 
the  greatefi  pa?^t  of  the  fever al  articles^  which 
pafs   under   the  fame   denominations  :     though^ 
from   the  premifed  inaccuracy   of   the   prefent 
praSlicCy    there   will  be  exceptions^  in  the  cafe 
of  almojt  every  clafs^  of  fuch  as   bear  the  name^ 
and  yet  want  the  qualities,  or  charaSleriJlics^  that 
give  the  fpccif  cation  3  and  of  others^  which  bear 
the  true  charaoleriftics^  though  they  want  the  name. 
I  have,  therefore^  to  render  the  work  conjifent 
throughout,  obfef-ved^    in  my  difiribution  of  par- 
ticulars into   their  proper  clajfes  of  form,  thofi 
rules  of  diJli?2Bion  I  had  before  laid  down  >  but^ 
to  avoid  arahiguity^  I  have  added,  in  the  man72if 
of  explanntorv  fyno?iimes^  to  the  new  appellations 
which  thin  became  neceffary^  thofe  which Jiand  in  the 
Pharmacopeias,  whence  the  recipes  were  feleSled. 
I  hope  the  liberty y  I  have  taken  in  this  point  con- 
trary 
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trary  fometimes  to  the  moft  refpeciable  antboritiesy 
will  be  edfily  excufed,  when  it  is  conjidered  to  be,  iit 
fatl^  only  the  corfeBiofi  of  real  and  evide?2t  mif- 
takes  >  %vhich  woiddy  if  negledied^  have  produced 
palpable  folaecifuy  mid  incongruity  of  072e  part  of 
7ny  work  mth  the  other.  Definitions^  with  the 
fpecifications  of  the  difference  of  general  forms y 
were  a  ?ieceffary  part  of  the  contents  of  tbii 
treatife  :  and  the  giving  names  of  form  to  any. 
particular  medicame?its  in  obvious  deviation  fromy. 
or  direct  contradiSlion  to^  thofe  definitions^  mufi 
have  appeared  glaringly  abfurdy  or  negligent  i  as 
I  coidd  cafily  fidcw  by  the  citntion  of  the  refpediivs 
articles.  But  I  wave  illufirating  my  jufiification 
on  this  point,  by  fuch  means.,  here :  as  fo  maiiy 
inftances  will  be  manifefi  in  the  body  of  the  work 
itfelf 

I  then  take  a  curfory  view  of  tliQ  inftruments^ 
and  uteniils,  employed  in  the  praBice  of  chirurgi-^ 
cal  pharmacy  :  but^  as  they  are  not  different  from 
thofe  of  pharmacy  in  generah^  nor  of  a  complex 
nature y  either  with  refpedl  to  their  firuSlurey  or 
life  ;  /  have  done  little  more  than  the  giving  a 
bare  enumeration  of  them :  except  with  refpebl  to 
tloe  weights  and  meafiires  3  which  demand  a  ?ncre 
plenary  explcmatioHy  for  reafons  that  will  be  there 
prefented. 

A  furvey  of  the  general  operations  o^  chirur- 
gical  pharmacy y  clofes  the  theoretic  part  of  this 
work :  and  the  fame  occafion  for  brevity^  obtai?i-^ 
ing  herey  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  infirurnents^  I-Jjave 
avoided  enlarging  on  themy  except,  with  regard 
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tofome  ufeful  cautions  relating  to  the  treatment  bf 
particular  fubjeSfs. 

The  pradical  part  of  this  njoork^  makes  three 
Jubdivijions.  "The  jirji  co?itains  a  colleBion  of  re- 
cipes for  external  application,  clajfed  accord^ 
ing  to  their  general  relation  of  form  ;  with 
objervations  on  each^  explanatory  and  critical: — 
the  fecond  conjijis  of  a  like  colleBion  ofthofefor 
internal  adminiftration,  nsoith  Jimilar  obferva- 
tions: — and  the  third  exhibits  a  digeft  of  all  the 
feveral  medicaments,  as  wellfmple  as  compoundy 
difpofed  according  to  the  particular  intentions  of 
curCy  to  which  they  are  fubfervient^  either  by  ex-^ 
ternal^  or  internal  ufe. 

The  colleftion  of  recipes  for  the  external 
medicaments,  comprizes  the  whole^  that  are  to 
be  found  in  the  Pharmacopeias  of  the  colleges  of 
London  and  Edinburg ;  and  moji  of  thofe  of  the 
two  great  hofpitals  of  St.  Thomas,  and  St.  Bar- 
tholomew ',  to  which  are  added^  allfuch  others i 
extraBedfrom  various  works ^  as^  from  their  ap-- 
parent  fiiperior  efficacy ^  may  be  deemed  real  im-- 
provements  \  or ^  from  their  extraordinary  reputa-^ 
tion  in  regular  or  empirical  praBice^  merit  fome 
examination.  The  recipes  for  the  internal  medi- 
caments, are  feleBedfrom  the  fame  Pharmaco- 
peias, with  correfpondent  additions.  But  the  coU 
leBion  includes  thofe  only^  of  which  the  adminiftra- 
tionmay  beneceffary^  or  peculiarly  proper ^  onfomt 
occafionSy  either  for  the  immediate  cure  of  topical 
di [orders  y  or  of  fuch  other  difeafeSy  as  conduce  t& 
the  caufe^  or  continuance  of  them. 

In 
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In  the  provijion  of  recipes^  and  particular 
forms^  I  prefume^  I  Jhall  rather  be  found  redun-- 
dant^  than  deficient :  and  I  could^  indeed^  have 
reduced  to  much  lefs  compafs,  the  whole^  that^  accord^ 
ing  to  my  own  private  opinion^  is  really  neceffary. 
But^  confidering  the  great  diverfity  of  notions^  and 
prepoJJeJJionSy  with  refpeB  to  the  choice  of  remedies y 
particularly  as  to  what  regards  for ?n^  IJloould  iin^ 
doubtedly^  info  doings  have  rejeSled  articles^  that 
may  be  the  moft  agreeable  to  foimperfons :  who  may 
irafonably  think  they  have  an  equal  right  to  judge 
for  themfelves^  or  to  adhere  to  what  they  efteem  the 
mofi  valid  authority.  As  it  isy  therefore^  much 
better^  to  retainfuch  afiifcient  number  as  may  give 
fatisfaBion  to  every  one^  than  to  throw  out  what 
might  pojjibly  havefeemed  wanting  to  many^  I  have 
taken  all  the  latitude ^  a  due  regard  to  this  diffe-^ 
rence  of  opinion y  and  biafs^  rejjders  proper  \  and 
jhey^  who  find  whatever  they  approve  themf elves y 
may  well  excufe  the  infer tion  offomewhat  more  for 
the  fake  of  others. 

It  may  pojjibly^  on  the  other  hand^  be  thought 
byfome^  that  I  might  have  given  a  greater  fcope 
to  the.  choice  of  the  Pharmacopeias,  whence  I 
have  borrowed  for??is  ;  and  had  recourfe  to  thofe 
of  the  other  hofpitals  in  London  ;  or  to  that 
of  the  faculty  of  mediciiie  tn  Paris,  which  ^  having 
under g07ie  a  late  revifion^  may  be  imagined  wor- 
thy jmh  regard.  But^  as  to  the  firfi^  there  is 
little  to  be  found  in  them^  that  has  not  its  parallel 
in  fome  or  other  cf  the  recipes  here  given ^  except 
meerly  as  to  infigitificant  alterations  of  form  :- 
and,  as  to  the  latter^  notwithfianding  the  vulgar 

notion^ 
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notioftj  that  we  are^  at  prcfent^  far  behind  the 
French  in  the  art  of  Jurgery^  there  is  nothing  pe-^ 
culiar  in  it^  that  deferves  at  all  to  have  a  place  in 
afyjlem  of  the  improved  praSlice.  A  prepojieroia 
multiplicity  of  ingredients^  jumbled  together^  in 
the  manner  of  the  ancients^  uithout  any  pariicidar 
mediate  intention,  or  correfpondent  relation  to  each 
other ^  gives  the  dijii?tgiiifhing  charaBer  to  mojl  of 
the  forms ;  and  fhowsy  thai  the  ignorance^  and 
errors  of  the  former  times  ^  are  there  rather  accu- 
mulated^ than  fuperfeded.  7ke  monjlrous  compo- 
ft  ion  of  the  emplaftrum  diabotanum,  a  newly 
introduced  article^  co7npounded  of  near  f event y  dif 
cordant  ingredients^  in  the  mof  abfiird proportions  \ 
with  that  of  the  olt'am,  catellorum;  both  which  for 
reafons  of  another  nature^  I  have  tnferted  in  the 
notes  on  the  preparation  of  D  a  r  a  n  's  bougies  3  may 
ferve  as  a  fpecinien  :  though  they  were  not  felecied 
for  that  purpofe. 

There  are  fever al  of  the  articles^  that  are  here 

frjl  incorporated  into  a  regidar  colleciion  ofreme^ 

dieS:,  which  I  fatter  my f elf  will  be  very  accept^ 

able  to  many  :   particularly  what  refpeSis   Dr. 

S  torCk'^  adminiflration  of  hemlock  \  Pl  u  NKET'i" 

po^vder  for  the  cure  of  cancers  :,  ///^Neapolitan 

drops 'y  the  Lifbon  diet  drink  ;  Keyser's  dragees 

for  the  venereal  difeafe  ;  and  D Aran's  bougies : 

though^  perhaps^  the  two  laft  may  not  a?fwer  the 

cxpedations^  which  fome  have  entertained  of  their 

fuperiority  to  other  medicaments^  applied  to  the 

fame  piirpofes.     The  puhlifnng  fulU  andfatisfac-- 

tory  accounts  of  nofrians ;  and  empirical^  or  neivly 

broached  remedies^  is  always  produBive  of  one  of 

thefe 
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tbefe  t'wo  advantages ;  that  it  either  affords  the 
means  of  their  general  ufe,  if  they  be  really  more 
effectual  than  others^  and  free  from  noxious  qua- 
lities ^  or  of  bringing  them^  if  iwpofitions^  into 
due  contempt^  and  neglecl,  by  expofn^,  through  a 
larger  experience  of  their  operation^  their  defeSi  of 
effccicy^  or  their  faultinefs. 

In  relation  to  the  internal  tfe  of  hemlock^  there 
is   a  feeming    contradi£lion    of  two    different 
po[jages  of  this  work  to  each  other.     When  treat- 
ed of  as  a  fimple^    in  the  theoretic  part^  it  is 
faid  not  to  be  internally  ujed-y  as  being  efteeined  a 
moji  violent  poifon  :  and  yet  afterwardsy  in  the 
practical  party    a  recipe  is  giveny  for  the  pre-- 
par  at  ion  of  it  in  the  form  of  pills -y  and  in  the  ob^ 
fervations  on  this  recipe  y  reafons  are  fuggejled  for 
believing   it  to  be   a  very  efficacious   medicine. 
^he  variation  of  what  is  advancedy  in  different 
places  refpe5ling  the  nature  of  this  frnpky    is 
owing  to    the  accidental  printing   of  the  frfi 
party    where  the   reputed  deleterious   quality    is 
mentioned^     before    any   account    of  the    trials 
,made  at  Vienna,  and  related  by  Dr,  Storck,  in 
his  late  treatife  on  this  fubjeci,  which  appear  to 
JJjow   the  contrary y    was  brought  hither  :    and 
there  is^  confequently^  no  inconfjlence ,  but  what 
arifes  from  the  treating  of  the  fubjeSly  accordiitg 
to  the  varying  fate  ofjaSls^  at  two  different  times. 
It  is  noty  moreover  y  as  yet  y  abfolutely  certain^  either 
from  Dr.    Storck'^  accounts y    or   the  fmilar 
treatjnent  of fome  cafes  here  f nee  y  that  the  free  ife 
oj  hemlock  internally ^  or  even  ift  the  form  of  an 
injc5iion^  is  wholly  without  hazard :  but  there  is 

fufficient 
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fufficient  reafon  to  conclude  from  them^  as  well  as 
other  circumjlances  known  to  thofe  who  have  made 
clofe  inquiries  into  the  medicinal  hijlory  ofjimples^ 
that  it  is  not  poifomus  in  the  degree  commonly  be^ 
lieved. 

I  have  alfo  i7tferted  feveral  recipes,  not  before 
publifjedy  which  appear  to  me  to  be  better  fiiited 
to  fome  piirpofes,  than  any  I  could  borrow  elfe- 
where  :  but^  in  general^  where  I  jaw  room  for 
improvement^  I  chofe  rather  to  point  out^  in  the 
cbfervations  on  thofe  refpeElive  articles ^  that  carne 
near  eft  to  perfeSiion^  the  ?neans  of  rendering  them 
completely  agreeable  to  the  intention^  than  tofwell 
the  work  by  the  ofentatious  prescription  of  new 
additional  forms.     Wherever  I  have  found  ccca^ 
fon  to  propofe  fuch  improvement^  I  have  endea^ 
soured  to  explain  the  principles  on  which  it  de--. 
pends ;  and  to  demonjlrate  the-  jujlnefs  and  pro- 
priety of  what  I  offer :  but  in  the  manner  of  do- 
ing thisy  I  havCy  in  mojl  inflames ^  retrofpedlion 
to  the  principles  before  laid  down^  in  the  theoretic 
part  of  this  work. 

The  obfervations  on  the  recipes  are  calculated  to 
illuftrate^  explain^  and  improve  them ;  as  alfo  to 
render  them  more  ferviceable^  by  exhibitiftg  the 
auth^riT^edy  or  moll  proper  dofes  of  the  medicines ; 
and  by  fupplying  fuch  OQcafonal  cautions^  and  di-^ 
reSlionSy  concerning  the  ufe  of  them  y  as  arepecidiarly 
important y  and  ncceffary  5  and  yet  likely  to  efcape 
7iottce,  or  due  attention.  In  effeBing  thefe  ends^  the 
principal  means  perfued  are^  to  point  out  in  com-' 
pounds  y  by  what  fpecial  mode  ofaSiion  each  ingre- 
dient ope  rates  ^  towards  th?  final  intention^  accord^ 
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ingto  the  pri?2cipks  premifed  y  and^  confequcfitly^  to 
give  a  view  y  not  only  of  the  generical  ejjicacy  of  the 
fever al  medicaments ;  but  alfo  of  the  comparative 
degree  of  power  of  thofe  that  correfpond  in  being 
appropriated  to  the  fame  if  as :    which  both  yields 
ajjifiance  in  the  determining  what  preparation  or 
conipoftion  is  bef  adapted  to  each  ptirpcfe ;  and  con- 
tributes to  the  judging  ?nore  advantageoufly  of  the 
curative  effect ^  and  profiting  duly  by  experience. 
But^  be/ides  this^  other  difquiftions  are  occurrently 
introduced^   refpeSling  the   medicinal^  or  general 
nature  of  the  fubjeSfs  in  various  lights,  as  well 
hijiorical  as  fpeculative  3  in  order  to  Jhew  the  j  11  ft 
value  ^  or  beji  method  of  ufe  of  the  rejpe  Stive  remedies. 
The  digeft  of  the  feveral  medicaments  into 
clafles,  according  to  the  mediate  intentions  of 
cure  to  which  they  are  fubfervient,  makes  the  con- 
tents  of  the  laji  fubdivifon  of  this  part  of  the  work  : 
and  I  have  given  it  a  place  there,  on  account  of  its 
immediate  ufe  inpraBice.    The  defigii  of  it  is  to  ex- 
hibit, under  one  view,  the  whole,  both  ofthefim^ 
pies,  and  compounds,  which  ma)' ferve  to  the  fame 
purpofe  :  that,  in  order  to  prevent  the  trouble,  and 
uncertainty  of  fe arching  in  various  other  parts 
of  the  work,  an  eafy  means  may  be  furnifded  of 
finding  the  mofi  fit,  on  each  occafion,  by  vifiting 
this,  as  I  may  call  it,    magaxine  of  medicinal 
fiores  ;  where  every  thing  of  the  fame  kind  is 
colleSted,  and  difpofed  in  its  proper  place.     To 
ome,   who  are  well  verfed  in  general  pharmacy, 
and  engaged  in  confiant  extenfive  practice,  there 
may  not  be  frequent  needoffuch  aids :  but  to  others, 
the  utility  of  them  is  too  obvious  to  require  any  de- 
monfiratio7i.  a  S,tick 
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Such  is  the  de/tgn^  and  condudi  of  this  ivork  ^ 
ivhich  willy  I  hope^  pro've  a  very  acceptable  help 
to  thcfe^  who  have  not  already  made  great  profit 
cience  in  the  knowledge  of  the  fever  al  fubj  eels  treat- 
ed of*y  and  it  may^  perhaps^  be  founds  moreover^ 
to  contain  fome  matters^  ?iot  wholly  unworthy  the 
regard y  even  of  the  more  advanced^  and  intelligent. 
"The  copia  of  forms  ^  ftippliedfor  every  intention^ 
may  be  a  convenience  tofuch  as  may  difregard  the 
fpeculative  difcujjions :  though,  in  the  great  va- 
riety  of  ilhijlrative  confiderations  prefented,  the 
jnoji  knowing  may  pofjibly  meet  with  hints  for  im^ 
provement^  that  have  before  efcapedtkem. 
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CHAP.    I 

Definition^  fubjeSi^  &c.  t)f  chirurgical 

pharmacy^ 

F^T^HARMACr  is  tk  art  of  ffepuring 
r^  P  |l  and  compounding  the  various  kinds  of 
^^^3  bodies^  that  are  either  adminijiered  in-- 
ternally^  or  applied  eocteriially^  to  the 
ture  ^f  ai^.difeafes^  fo  as  to  ft  fuch  bodies  for  the 
feverai  refpe^iive  intentions  and  purpofes  in  or  to 
"which  they  may  be  fo  employed. 

This  is  the  definition  of  pharmacy  in  gene- 
ral: and  CHIRURGICAL  PHARMACY  is,  that 
branch  or  part  of  general  pharmacy ,  which  has  for 
its  objeBy  thofe  medicaments^  either  Jimple  or  com- 
f^und^  that  are  adminiftered  or  applied  for  the 
cure  of  diforders  of  particular  parts  only. 

JB  Ghi- 


2  Theory  of 

Chirurgical  pharmacy,  therefore,  difFers  from, 
the  general,  according  to  this  view  of  it,  only 
in  limiting  its  regard  to  medicaments  employed 
in  the  cure  of  topical  difeafes :  though,  in  the 
moft  ftridl  {tn(Cy  it  might  be  confined  to  thofe 
alone,  which  are  ufed  in  external  application. 
But  as  they  cannot  avail,  in  many  cafes,  with- 
out the  aid  of  others  internally  adminiftered ; 
and  the  ufe  of  fuch  are  confequently  often  re- 
quifite  to  the  ends  of  chirurgical  pharmacy;  it 
is  expedient,  in  a  prailical  confideration  of  this 
fubjed:,  to  include  them  alfo  :  a  knowledge  of 
their  nature  and  ufe,  in  this  regard,  appearing 
thus  an  indifpenfible-  part  of  the  art  of  curing 
topical  difeafes. 

If,    however,    this  confideration  of  internal 

remedies,    that  might  be  fubfervient  in  fome 

cafes  to  the  ends  of  furgery,  were  taken  in  the 

moft   extenfive  view,    it  would  comprehend 

nearly  the  whole  of  general  pharmacy;    and 

make  the  diftinftion  of  the  chirurgical  from  it 

unnecejOTary:  as  moft  medicines  might,  on  cer- 

,tain  occafions,  be  rendered  conducive  in  fome 

manner  to  the  final  intentions  of  furgery.    But 

as  th^  exhibition  of  many  have  only  a  remote 

relation  to  the  topical  difeafes;    and  are  not 

abfoiutely  neceflary  to  the  cure  of  any  particulars 

of  them;  the  proper  bounds  of  the  chirurgical 

pharmacy  arife,  from  the  diftinguifhing  thofe, 

which  are  materially  requifite  to  be  adminiftered 

in  fome  or  other  of  fuch  difeafes,  from  thofe 

which  are  not  fo  in  any :    and  of  which  the 

confideration  does  not  confequently  fall  within 

'^t  province  of  furgery.  Phar- 
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Pharmacy  in  its  prefent  ftate  k  diftinguifhed 
into  two  branches:  galenical;  and  chemi- 
cal. The  Galenical  confifts  in  feparating  and 
extrafting  the  proper  matter  of  the  finnples  from 
other  heterogeneous  fubllances,  with  which 
they  may  be  commixt; — in  altering  their  forrri 
or  texture,  without  intending  any  change  in  tha 
nature  of  their  qualities  and  medicinal  powers, 
io  as  to  render  them  fit  to  be  adminiftered  o^ 
applied; — and  in  conjoining  them  in  compofi- 
tions  of  various  forms,  in  which,  neverthelefs, 
each  fimple  is  fuppofed  to  retain  its  original 
properties.  The  chemical  confifts  in  many  ope- 
rations on  various  bodies,  (in  moft  of  which  fira 
is  a  principal  medium);  by  which  extradls  are 
made  of  the  more  elementary  parts  of  fimples, 
that  in  their  feparate  ftate  may  have  qualities 
different  from  thofe  of  the  entire  body  of  which 
tliey  were  a  part;  and  combinations  are  formed 
of  different  fimples,  in  which  qualities,  no€ 
found  in  any  of  the  conftituents,  arc  produced-? 

The  Galenical  branch  of  pharmacy  was  the 
whole  in  ufe  among  the  ancients ;  the  applica- 
tion of  the  art  of  chemiftry  to  the  preparationf 
of  medicaments,  being  of  later  date.  But  fince 
the  introdudion  of  chemiftry  into  medicine,  a 
diftinftion  of  the  tw^o  branches  of  pharmacy 
becoming  neceffary,  the  original  one  was  called 
Galenical^  to  diftinguiili  it  from  the  chemical:  as 
being  that  to  which  the  followevers  of  Galen 
adhered,  in  oppofition  to  the  innovations  made 
by  thofe  who  adopted  the  ufe  of  medicines 
prepared  in  the  new  manner.     As  chemiftry, 
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however,  is  an  art,  of  which  the  pradice  by  no 
means  falls  within  the  province  of  the  furgeon, 
it  will  be  moft  expedient  in  this  work,  to  con- 
fider  the  medicaments  procured  through  its 
m.eans  as  fimples.  But  as  it  is  neceffary,  never- 
thelefs,  as  well  in  a  pharmaceutic,  as  therapeu- 
tic view,  that  their  nature  ihould  be  undcrftood, 
they  will  be  duly  confidered  both  with  refpedt 
to  the  manner  of  their  produftion,  and  their 
qualities,  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Materia  Medica. 
Pharmacy,  according  to  the  above  definition, 
in  the  moft  ftrid  fenfe,  regards  only  the  know- 
ledge of  the  preparation,  compofition,  and  other 
treatment  of  the  fcveral  fubftances  ufed  as  medi- 
cines, in  order  to  the  fitting  them  for  their  right 
adminiftration,  according  to  the  various  ends  for 
which  their  ufe  may  be  demanded.  But  as  it 
is  abfolutely  neceffary,  fubferviently  to  the  at- 
taining this  knowledge  in  a  more  perfeft  man- 
ner, to  underftand  previoufly,  as  well  the  gene- 
ral nature  of  the  feveral  bodies  that  conftitutc 
the  fubjeft,  as  their  medicinal  virtues,  and  the 
various  manners  of  their  application  in  the  cure 
of  difeafes,  it  is  confequently  expedient,  to  take 
a  diftindl,  but  fummary,  view  of  thefe  feve- 
ral matters :  though  they  are  more  properly  the 
principles  of  the  therapeutic  part  of  the  art  of 
medicine,  than  belonging  to  pharmacy.  I  (hall, 
therefore,  perfuantly  defcribe,  and  explain,  the 
particular  nature  of  all  thofe  fimples,  that  make 
fuch  part  of  the  Materia  Medica,  as  is  requifitc 
to  be  underftood  in  order  to  the  moft  advantage- 
ous pra^ftice  of  furgery ;  and  endeavour,  like- 
wife. 
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wife,  prcvioufly,  to  give  fuch  a  juft  and  fuccinft 
notion  of  the  general  mediate  intentions  of  cure 
in  which  thefe  medicaments  may  be  applied  or 
adminiftered,  by  confidering  the  nature  of  the 
fimples  coUedively,  divided  into  clafles  with 
relation  to  thefe  intentions,  as  may  afterwards 
duly  iiluftrate  each  article.  jBut  to  do  this  ef- 
fectually, a  yet  further  extenfion  of  the  view  is 
wanting:  that  is,  to  fuch  a  confideration  of  the 
phyfiology,  or  formation  and  vital  ceconomy  of 
human  bodies,  as  may  point  out,  from  a  furvey 
of  the  accidents  to  which  they  are  liable,  in  what 
manner  thefe  feveral  mediate  intentions  take 
their  rife :  and  this,  likewifc,  I  fliall  therefore 
briefly  attempt  in  the  firft  place* 


CHAP.    IL 

Examination  of  the  nature  of  the  hu- 
man body^  and  of  the  feveral  accideitts 
to  which  the  various  farts  are  confe- 
quentially  fubjeSi^  in  order  to  the  de- 
ducing and  explaining  the  feveral  ge^ 
neral  mediate  i?ttention5  of  cure^ 

TH  E  human  body  may  be  properly  con- 
iidered  as  compofcd  of  tubulous  fibres 
that  conftitute  hydraulic  machines,  and  folld 
matter  not  properly  a  part  of  fuch  machines ; 
by  the  combination  of  which,  fuch  an  organiza- 
tion rcfults,  as  anfwers  the  ends,  as  well  of  tkj 
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general  anln^.al  crconomy,  as  that  which  is  peetl- 
liar  to  each  fpecies,  and  may  be  called  the  generi- 
cal    oeconomy.     The   tubulous   fibres   contain 
fluids  as  well  in  their  own  proper  cavities,  as  in 
receptacles  or  cyfts  formed  by  their  contexture ; 
which  fluids  are  moved  and  due  changes  pro- 
duced in  them,  by  the  adrion  of  the  folids,  while 
they,  on  the  other  hand,  are  nouriihed,  pre- 
ferved,  and  reflored  by  them.     The  fyfl:em  oF 
produdion,  confervation,  and  adion  of  animal 
bodies,  does  not  however  depend  on  mechanical 
principles  alone,  as  in  the  cafe  of  other  machines : 
there  being,  befides  what  is  common  to  them 
with  all  odiers,  a  vital  ceconomy,  arifing  from 
powers  peculiar  to  animals,  of  generating  mo- 
tion, by  the  medium  of  fenfation  and  volition  5 
and  from  the  changes  refulting  in  the  fluids  from 
chemical  properties :  and  this  renders  them  fub- 
jeft  to  peculiar  accidents  and  diforders,  to  which 
confequently  peculiar  means  of  reftoration  be- 
come neceffary.    As  they  are,  therefore,  fubjed; 
to  difeafes  from  other  principles,  as  well  as  inju- 
ries from  mechanical  caufes,  it  is  requifite  to  the 
forming  a  jufl:  conception  of  the  beft  means  of 
preparing  and  applying  medicaments  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  feveral  diforders  incident  to  them, 
to  inveftigate,  as  well  the  general  confabrication, 
as  the  other  principles  on  which  their  conftitu- 
tion  depends,  in  order  to  the  deducing  the  p?ar- 
ticular  rnediate  intentions,  in  which  the  fiiedi- 
caments  may  be  employed  to  that  end.     It  is 
iqdeed,  from  the  default  of  not  duly  confidering 
th^fe  other  principles^,  but  endeavouring,  like 
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Sanftorius,  Pitcairn,  Friend,  Mead,  Keil,  and 
Wainewright,  to  refolve  the  whole  into  mecha- 
nical, that  moft  writers,  who  have  treated  of 
difcafes  in  an  analytic  view  with  refpedt  to  the 
caufe  of  them,  have  fo  greatly  failed  of  giving 
fatisfadtory  notions,  I  fhall,  however,  in  my 
examination  of  the  animal  ftrufture,  and  ceco- 
nomy,  confine  my  view  to  thofe  objefts  which 
refpecft  the  caufe  and  removal  of  topical  difor- 
ders :  omitting  whatever  has  not  a  diredt  or 
iliuftrative  relation  to  them,  as  not  belonging 
to  the  fubjeft  of  this  work:  and  prefuming  my 
readers  already  to  be  acquainted  with  thofe  parts 
of  anatomy  and  phyfiology,  which  are  generally 
known. 

The  hydraulic  parts  of  animal  bodies  are 
conftituted,  as  was  before  premifed,  of  tubes  or 
dudts,  and  cyfts  or  refervoirs,  in  both  which  are 
contained  fluids  that  are  in  a  progreffively  mov- 
ing ftate ;  except  in  fome  of  the  cyfts  where 
they  are  ftagnant,  unlefs  when  occafionally 
propelled  in  order  to  their  difcharge.  The  tubes 
are  of  different  orders  y/ith  refpedt  to  their  mag- 
nitude :  as  the  veffels  of  animals,  according  to 
their  different  ufes,  vary  greatly  in  their  diame- 
ter. Thofe  of  the  leaft  order  are  the  conftitu- 
ent  fibres,  by  the  contexture  of  which  the  reft 
are  produced :  they  are  formed,  as  appears  by 
chemical  analyfis,  of  an  earth  peculiar  to  animal 
and  vegetable  fubftances,  but  alike  in  both 
when  in  a  pure  ftate;  and  a  glutinous  fubftance, 
formed  alfo  in  part  of  the  fame  earth,  but  with 
the  addition  of  phlogifton,  and  certain  faline 
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matter;  which  earth,  and  gluten,  arc  fo  com- 
pounded, as  to  produce  a  cohering  flexible  fub- 
ftance.  From  a  due  contexture  of  thefe  leaft 
tubes,  are  made  the  coats  of  the  next  order  ^ 
which  again  form  the  third :  and  the  fame  holds 
good  with  regard  to  the  reft,  up  to  the  largeft. 
But  befides  this  vafcular  application  of  them, 
they  are  wrought  into  membranes,  which  ferve 
as  integuments  to  cover,  and  hold  together  par- 
ticular parts,  and  the  whole  externally;  and 
alfo  inco  'igaments,  that  connecfl  particular  mem- 
bers to  each  other,  where  a  ligation  is  required. 

The  parts  that  are  not  properly  hydraulic, 
with  refpeft  to  the  end  of  their  formation,  are 
neverthelefs  eompofed  of  the  hydraulic  parta^ 
and  a  certain  folid  matter:  which  is  in  faft,  as 
we  Hiall  fee  below,  only  the  fame  earth  that 
forms  in  part,  as  before  obferved,  the  coats  of 
thetubes  3  and  being  conjoined  to  them  in  various 
proportions,  by  a  due  confabrication,  gives  them 
a  proper  tenacity  and  rigidity,  fo  as  to  fit  them 
tor  the  produdion  of  the  organical  ftrudure. 

V/bether,  or  no,  there  be,  in  the  parts  of 
animal  bodies,  during  their  healthful  ftate,  either 
i;ny  filaments,  that  are  not  hollow,  or  mem-^ 
bran's,  that  are  not  coinpofed  of  fibres,  is  not 
yet  difcovered  with  certainty.  But  fome  fup-^ 
pofe  thofe  filaments,  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  nerves,  to  be  folid ;  as  the  larger  of 
them  appear,  as  far  as  they  admit  of  being 
feparated,  to  be  compages  or  fafciculi  of  others 
ilill  fmaller,  without  forming  cavernous  bodies. 
3ut  thefe  being  ftill  only  lefier  fafciculi  of  thq 
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true  nervous  filaments,  bound  together  In  pro- 
per coats,  what  they  may  ultimately  be,  cannot 
be  known :  as  their  minutenefs  eludes  obfervation 
by  many  degrees :  and,  therefore,  takes  away 
any  pofitive  reafon  for  affirming  them  to  be 
wholly  folid.  On  the  other  hand,  all  the  fila- 
mentous parts  capable  of  being  examined,  ap- 
pear tubulous :  and  it  is,  therefore,  more  rea- 
fonable,  as  well  from  analogy,  as  from  its  much 
better  explaining  the  production,  growth,  and 
confervation  of  them,  to  fuppofe  the  whole  to 
be  of  a  vafcular  nature.  Others  have  prefumed 
the  epidermis^  and  the  membranous  body  under 
it  called  the  rete  muccjlim^  or  corpus  reticulare^ 
to  be  folid,  unorganized,  bodies;  as  alfo  the 
tela  celluloja.  But  the  appearances  of  the  dif- 
eafes,  to  which  thefe  parts  are  fubjed:,  as  well 
as  the  manner  of  the  refloration  of  the  epider- 
mis, when  deftroyed,  or  the  rete  mucofum, 
when  injured,  feem  evidently  to  indicate  the 
contrary  of  this  fuppofition  with  refpeft  to  them : 
and  the  adion  which  the  tela  cellulofi  demon-* 
ilrably  has  upon  the  fluids  contained  in  its  cavi- 
ties, as  well  as  other  circumftances,  furnifh 
the  fame  objedion  with  refpeft  to  that  (pccies 
of  membranes. 

The  manner  in  which  the  folid  matter^  not 
fibrous,  is  conjoined  with  the  tubulous  fibres, 
is  not  hitherto  difcovered  by  obfervation,  or  ex- 
periment: but  it  appears  to  be  an  earth  of  the 
fame  kind  with  that  which  enters  into  the  con-r 
ftituence  of  the  coats  of  the  fibres  themfelves  : 
but  in  a  fmiplc  ftate^  not  combined  with  the 
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gluten  3  as  it  is  foluble  in  acids  5  which,  extra  ft- 
ing  it  on  the  maceration  of  any  of  the  parts 
containing  it  in  fuch  acids,  leaves  thefe  parts 
foft,  and  flexible,  like  thofe  that  are  naturally 
devoid  of  fuch  earth  in  this  flate.  The  being 
fubjeftto  this  feparation  from  the  fibres  is,  there- 
fore, a  fufficient  proof,  that  the  earth  approaches 
to  its  fimple  ftate,  and  is  not  combined  with 
animal  gluten,  as  in  the  formation  of  the  coats 
of  the  fibres :  and  alfo  that  it  is  depofited  in 
fome  manner  betwixt  the  fibres ;  and  neither 
contained  within  their  interior  cavities,  which 
would  prevent  the  accefs  of  the  acid  to  it  3  nor 
incorporated  with  the  fubftance  of  their  coats, 
which  would  render  it  infoluble,  at  leaft  with- 
out the  deftrudion  of  their  form  and  texture. 
According  to  the  various  proportion  of  this  earth 
the  parts  are  rendered  hard,  and  rigid  ^  and  be- 
come bones,  cartilages,  or  inelaftic  ligaments 
and  membranes. 

The  adlion  of  the  folids,  that  is,  fuch  action 
as  is  necefiary  to  the  vital  ceconomy,  confifts 
either  in  motion  produced  by  the  nerves  in  con- 
fequence  of  irritation  through  the  mediation  of 
mufcles;  or  in  the  readtion  of  the  coats  of  the 
vefiTels,  which  fome  of  the  larger  have  in  confe- 
quence  of  an  elaftic  texture  adapted  to  that  end. 
This  adtion  is  therefore  greater  or  lefs,  according 
to  the  fenfibility  of  the  nerves,  and  the  greater 
or  lefs  tenfion  or  relaxation  of  the  fibres  them- 
felves ;  and  whatever  affefts  the  parts  of  animals 
on  one  of  thefe  principles,  has  likewife  a  propor- 
tionable fecondary  effect  on  them  with  reiped:  to 
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the  other.  For  whatever  increafes  fenfibility  gives 
tenfion ;  and,  vice  verfa,  w^hatevef  caufcs  relax- 
ation diminifhes  fenfibility.  A  great  part  of  the 
accidents  to  which  the  parts  of  animals  are  fub- 
jeft,  whether  thofe  refulting  from  internal  dif- 
orders,  or  from  external  injury,  depend  on  the 
fenfibility,  and  confequential  aftion,  and  con- 
flri6live  tenfion  of  the  folids:  which,  as  we  fhall 
fee  below,  are  increafed  by  any  topical  irritation, 
whether  of  acrimonious  humour  thrown  on  the 
parts  within,  or  of  exterior  bodies  approaching 
the  apices  of  the  nerves,  and  ftimulating  them 
by  their  aftion. 

The  fluids  contained  in  the  vafcular  folids, 
either  tubulous  or  incyfted,  are  of  various  fpe- 
cies;  but  may  be  reduced  to  five  kinds ;  the  ali- 
mentary JUICE  or  CHYLE,    BLOOD,  LYMPH, 

OIL,  and  THE  SECRETED  HUMOURS.  Chyle\s>  the 
alimentary  part  of  diet.  It  confifts  of  oil,  which 
is  the  proper  nutritious  matter,  and  water,  with 
fuch  faline  or  other  fubflances,  foluble  in  water, 
as  are  contained  in  the  food.  The  oil  is  extracted 
in  digeftion  by  the  aftion  of  the  intefiines,  the 
faponaceous  power  of  the  bile,  and  the  dilution 
of  lymphous  fluids  fecreted  from  the  blood,  or 
accompanying  it  in  the  food.  This  chyle  exifts 
in  its  proper  fl:ate  only  in  the  intefi:ines  where  it  is 
formed;  in  the  lacfteals  and  receptaculum  chyli, 
or  chyle-bladder,  that  receives  it  from  them; 
and  in  the  breafts  of  women  while  pregnant,  or 
after  parturition;  in  which  it  is  refecreted  after 
its  commixture  with  the  blood,  for  the  nourifh^ 
meat  of  the  infant,  before  it  has  undergone  too 
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great  a  change.    The  chyle  varies  in  its  nature, 
according  to  the  matter  of  the  food  from  whence 
it  is  extraifled;  for  it  may  be  too  acefcent,  or  too 
putrefcent^  and  containjUkewife^other  fubftances 
not  really  alimentary,  but  injurious,  from  their 
properties,  to  the  animal  oeconomy.   It  is,  how- 
ever, indifpenfibly  neceffary  to  a  right  ftate  of  the 
blood  which  is  formed  of  it,  and  the  healthful 
condition  of  the  whole  habit,    that  the  chyle 
fhould  be  of  due  temperament  with  refped:  to 
putrefcence;   and  free  from  fubftances  of  too 
acrid  and  ftimulating  a  nature :   and  that  there 
fhould  neither  be  a  defedlive  nor  redundant  pro- 
portion of  the  oil  or  nutritious  matter ;  though, 
with  refpedl  to  all  thefe  circumftances,  there  is  a 
confiderable  latitude.  Blood  is  the  chyle  changed 
into  a  fluid  of  very  different  qualities  by  its  own 
putrefcent  tendency,  the  adion  of  the  air  in  the 
lungs,  and  the  commixture  of  it  with  the  mafs  of 
blood  already  formed ;  to  all  which  the  motion 
given  to  it  by  the  folids  are  neceflarily  conducive. 
From  the  defedt  of  thefe  in  a  due  degree,  as 
well  as  from  the  imperfect  or  vitious  nature  of 
the  chyle  whence  it  is  formed,  it  may  be  de- 
praved, and  neceflarily  bring  various  diforders 
on  the  whole  habit,  or  particular  parts  of  the 
body.      Lymph ^    when    not   confidered   as   a 
fecreted  humour,  is  an  aqueous  fluid,  commixt 
with  and  diluting  the  blood;  or  rather  forming, 
by  combination  with  other  matter,  the  blood 
itfelf.    It  is  prefumed  by  many  to  pafs  forwards, 
in  the  courfe  of  circulation,  into  a  leflTcr  order  of 
vefl'els,  where  the  tinging  niatter,  and,  poflibly, 
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other  component  fubftances  of  the  blood,  can 
have  no  admiffion ;  and  this  kind  therefore  exifts 
in  the  body,  in  the  lower  order  of  veffels  confti- 
tuting  the  feveral  parts,  diftindly  from  the  blood 
itfelf;  and  differently  with  reiped  to  its  produc- 
tion, and  moft  probably  its  nature  alfo,  from 
that  other  found  in  various  parts,  which,  being 
feparated  from  the  blood  by  glands,  muft  be 
deemed  a  fecreted  humour.  The  oil^  that  is, 
fuch  part  of  it  as  is  diftindl  from  the  blood,  is 
depofited  in  the  tela  cellulofa,  with  the  proper 
matter  of  which  it  forms  the  adlpofe  fubftances. 
In  the  living  animals  this  oil  is  always  in  a  fluid 
ftate;  but  on  the  death  of  them,  or  on  the  fepa- 
ration  of  any  of  the  adipofe  parts  from  the  body, 
it  concretes  in  growing  cold;  and  affumes  a  fevouj 
form  in  moft  cafes.  The  fecreted  humours  are 
of  very  various  kinds ;  fome  being  excrementi- 
tious^,  as  urine,  the  matter  of  perfpiration,  and 
the  mucous  difcharge  of  the  glands  of  the  nofe 
and  throat  j  and  others  fubfervient  to  further 
purpofes  in  the  oeconomy,  as  the  bile,  the  lym- 
phous  fecretions  called  faliva,  the  pancrea- 
tic juice,  and  the  mucous  fecretion,  called  fyno- 
via,  in  the  joints  and  almoft  every  other  internal 
part.  The  fecreted  humours  are  of  various 
degrees  of  Ipiflitud?  or  tenacity,  fome  being 
extremely  vifcid,  as  thfe  mucus  of  the  nofe  and 
throat,  and  the  femen;  and  others  thin,  as 
urine,  bile,  and  lymphous  humours:  and  they 
have,  befidesthefe,  other  qualities  that  are  necef- 
fary  to  be  preferved  in  them  in  a  due  proportion, 
in  order  to  a  right  ftate  of  the  ceconomy. 
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Tliefe  fluids  are,  for  the  moft  part,  in  a 
ftateof  progreffive  motion  in  the  vafcular  fyftem  j 
but  fome  of  them,  neverthelefs,  are  in  a  flag* 
nant  ftate  in  the  incyfted  parts,  unlefs  when  fet 
in  motion  occafionally,  in  order  to  their  expul- 
lion  or  difcharge  from  the  cyfts.  The  conftant 
progreffive  motion  of  the  fluids  in  the  tubulous 
vefTeis  is  caufed  by  the  adlion  of  the  folids  ex- 
erted in  various  manners.  The  principal  caufe 
is  the  aftion  of  the  heart,  propelling  the  whole 
mafs  of  blood  in  its  circulatory  courfe;  and  im- 
parting fome  proportion  of  its  motion  to  the 
various  humours  communicating  with  the  blood, 
though  not  contained  in  the  fyftem  of  fanguinary 
veflels.  The  next  is  the  refilition  of  the  larger 
veffels  from  the  aftion  of  the  proper  mufcular 
membranes,  which  feem  every  where  diftri^ 
buted  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree  to  that  end; 
and  from  the  elaftic  texture  of  fome  of  the 
coats  of  the  veffels  themfclvcs.  The  leaft,  but 
yet  confiderable,  is  the  accidental  motion  of 
the  contiguous  mufcles  appropriated  to  other 
Ipurpofes.  This  progreffive  motion  is  various  in 
degree  in  different  veffels,  according  to  the  in- 
jcreafed  area  of  fuch  veffels  in  proportion  to 
the  velocity  of  the  fluids  entering  into  themj 
according  to  the  vifcidity  or  tenuity  of  the  fluids 
then:ifeives ;  and  according  to  the  accidental 
adion  of  the  circumjacent  parts.  The  fluids 
which  are  in  a  ftagnant  ftate  are  in  a  fmall 
proportion  to  the  whole;  and  are  contained  in 
cyfts  or  bladders,  which  ferve  as  receptacles  or 
refervoirs  for  them  till  they  are^  req^uired  tq  be 
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difcharged,  at  which  time  they  fufFer  an  ex- 
pi^lfive  motion  by  the  adion  of  the  mufcles  or- 
dained to  that  end;  or  by  the  accidental  motion 
or  preffure  of  the  contiguous  parts.     The  pro- 
greffive  and  expullive  motions  are  both  requilite 
in  due  manner  to  the  right  ftate  of  the  fluids, 
which  are  elaborated  and  changed  by  them ;  as 
well  as  conveyed  to  thofe  parts  where  their  pre- 
fence,  either  for  nutrition  or  other  purpofes  of 
the  oeconomy,  are  wanting.     The  fluids  are, 
therefore^  as  well  from  the  nature  of  the  food, 
or  alimentary  matter  of  which  they  are  formed, 
as  the  want  of  the  due  action  of  the  folids,  and 
of  the  air  in  the  lungs,  fubjed:  to  various  fpecies 
of  depravity;  fome  of  which  are  peculiar  to  each 
kind,  and  fome  to  the  whole:  but  thefe  fpecies 
may,  however,  be  reduced  to  two  general  kinds, 
dyfcrajy  and  acrimony.    By  the  dyscrasy  of 
the  fluids  is  meant,  the  ftate  of  them  with  refpedt 
to  tenacity  or  tenuity,  and  the  undue  feparation 
of  the  conftituent  fubftances  of  them  from  each 
other,  fometimes  producing  even  folid  matter; 
in  which  feveral  circumftances  they  are  either 
rendered  fo  vifcid,  as  not  to  admit  of  being  duly 
moved  in  the  vefl^els ;  fo  thin  as  to  enter  where 
they  ought  not,  and  to  admit  of  undue  com- 
mixture; or  fo  vitiated  by  folid  matter,  that  they 
produce  violent  diforders  in  the  parts,  en  which 
it  is  depofited  and  coliefted  by  the  force  of  the 
circulation.    By  the  acrimony  of  the  fluids  is 
mieant,  an  irritating,  and  fometimes  corrofive, 
ftate  of  them,  by  which  the  foiids  are  Simulated 
Jto  an  undue  aiftion,  or  their  texture  deftroyed  by 

ero- 
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erofion.  This  acrimony  is  produfced  by  tfie 
prcfence  of  too  great  a  proportion  of  fulphureous 
or  faline  matter,  or  of  fuch  venene  bodies  as 
have  a  fpecific  adion  on  the  folids  5  but  more 
frequently  a  too  great  putrefcencCj  as  will  be 
below  explained* 

The  caufe  of  the  depravity  of  the  fluids  may 
therefore  lie  either  in  the  nature  of  the  food 
from  whence  they  are  originally  produced;  in 
the  want  of  thedueaftion  of  the  folids  on  them^ 
or  of  that  of  the  air  in  the  lungs  5  or  in  the  re- 
dundance or  deficience  of  fome  of  the  particular 
kinds ;  the  prefence  of  which,  in  a  certain  pro-* 
portion,  is  neceflary,  through  a  fecondary  effeft, 
to  a  right  ftate  of  the  whole.  The  folids,  as 
well  as  fluids,  are  all  indued  with  a  putref- 
cence,  or  natural  tendency  to  putrefadion;  but 
are  preferved  from  it  by  means  provided  to  that 
end  in  the  vital  ceconomy.  The  principal  of 
thefe  means  are  their  being  continually  fubjeded 
to  a  commixture  with  each  other,  and  with  the 
air  in  the  lungs ;  and  their  being  renewed,  within 
a  certain  period,  by  the  accefiion  of  the  frefh  ali- 
ment, and  the  excretion  of  that  part  which  has 
been  longeft  received;  to  all  which  the  right 
adlion  of  the  folids  is  neceflary.  But  thefe  means 
being  wanting,  or  fuperfeded  through  a  difeafed 
ftate  of  the  habit,  the  putrefcence  then  prevails ; 
and  if,  in  particular  part^,  it  affefts  the  folids  in 
contaft;  deflroying  their  texture  and  organiza- 
tion; and  afterwards  producing  an  intire  diflTolu- 
tion  of  the  fubftance  of  them;  or,  if  it  be  in  the 
whole  of  the  fluids j  it  produces,  when  beyond  a 

certain 


ChirurgicaI   Pharmacv.  17 

certain  degree,  a  fatal  difcrafy,  in  which  a  goI- 
liquation  of  the  humours,  commixing  them  too 
intimately,  renders  them  incapable  of  fecretive 
Reparation  ;  and  at  length,  occafioning  obftruc- 
tion  of  the  motion  in  particular  parts,  gives  fuch 
a  corrofive  power  as  deftroys  the  folids  forming 
them,  and  confequently  the  vital  oeccnomy. 

It  appears^  therefore,  from  thefe  piemifTes, 
that  the  aid  of  the  fluids  is  neceffary  for  the 
grov/th,  fupport,  and  renovation  of  the  folids ; 
and  the  aftion  of  the  folids,  in  like  manner,  for 
the  due  produ(ftion  and  right  flate  of  the  fluids; 
firfl  in  extrafting  the  alimentary  matter  or  chyle 
from  the  pabulum,  or  food,  which  affords  it ; 
next  in  commixing  it  with,  and  aflimulating  it 
to,  the  blood ;  afterwards  in  feparating  the  nu- 
tritious and  recrementitious  humours  from  the 
blood,  and  depofiting  them  where  required ;  and, 
laftly,  in  difcharging  the  recrementitious  matter. 

According  to  the  above  view  of  the  animal 
conftitution,  the  parts  are  fubjed,  on  mechanic 
cal  principles,  to  thefe  various  accidents :  solu- 
tion OF  continuity,  either  from  the  rup- 
ture  of  the  vefleis  from  interior  caufes,  or  the 
divijton  from  exterior ;  which  confequently  de- 
ftroys  or  impairs  the  organical  adion  of  the 
folids  in  the  refpeftive  members,  while  remain- 
ing in  this  date ;  and  fuffers  the  fluids,  contained 
in  them,  to  flow  out; — contusion,  by  exter- 
nal force,  difordering  the  folids ;  and  either 
weakening  the  power  of  their  adion  ;  or  wholly 
depriving  them  of  it ;  and,  when  in  a  certain 
degree,  deftroying  entirely  the  hydraulic  me- 
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chanirm; — retardation,  or  even  total 
PRIVATION,  of  the  motion  of  the  fluids  by  th^ 
^ant  of  aBicn,  or  77iale  formation  of  the  folids ; 
— PERVERSION  of  the  ftate  of  the  folids  by 
a  too  great  accretion  of  tlye  earth  before  mention- 
ed, as  the  caufc  of  the  different  rigidity  of  the 
parts,  producing  an  irregular  change  in  their 
form,  or  undue  induration  :  by  default  of  fiich 
earth  in  the  proportion  fiecejfary  to  the  right 
texture  of  the  parts  :  by  relaxation^  or  the  lofs 
of  their  due  tone  and  tenfion ;  and,  laftly, 
by  the  obJlruBion  or  f  agnation  of  the  fluids 
through  their  too  great  ipiffitude  and  tenacity  % 
their  repugnance  to  due  feparation  ;  or  their 
accefs  to  parts  where  they  ought  not  to  enter, 
by  their  too  great  colliquation,  and  undue 
union.  But,  as  the  nerves  have  a  confiderable 
fhare  in  the  caufes  of  relaxation,  in  confequence 
of  qualities  not  depending  on  mechanical  prin- 
ciples, the  confideration  of  it  will  more  properly 
occur  in  the  confideration  of  thofe  accidents 
that  depend  on  principles  not  limply  mechaxiical. 
The  immediate  confequences  of  xh^  folution 
of  continuity  are  the  deftrudion  of  the  peculiar 
ftrufture,  and  frequently  the  organical  adion  of 
the  part,  according  to  the  circumfl:ances  of  the 
divifion  it  fuffers ;  and  the  effufion  of  the  fluids , 
which  effufion,  when  it  is  of  blood  in  a  large 
proportion,  is  called  hcemorrhage.  There  are, 
therefore,  two  mediate  intentions  of  cure,  which 
arife  here  on  mechanical  principles.  The  one 
of  tbiefe  intentions  is,  the  clofing,  or  bringing 
together,  the  furfaces  of  the  divided  part,  in 

order 
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order  to  their  union  :  which  is  fometirnes  to  be 
effected  by  bandages,  or  fimple   ligature ;  and, 
at  others,  by  future,  or  the  fowiiig  togedier  the 
divided  part,  where  a  greater  firmnefs  and  fta- 
bility  of  them  is  required :  but  the  ufe  of  ad- 
hefive  bodies,  applied  in  the  form  of  plaifters, 
was  a!fo  frcqviently  perfued  formerly,  though 
on  good  grounds,    at    prefent   moft  generally 
neglecled.  The  oth«r  of  thefe  intentions  is,  the 
preventing  the  effuficn  of  the  fluids,  which  is 
likev/ife  frequently  to  be  effecied  by  the  fame 
means  of  ligature  and  future;  but  haemorrhage, 
or  the  effulicn  of  blood,  may  be,  in  many  cafes, 
prevented  by  the  efFeds  of  heat,  or  the  applica- 
tion of  aftringent  fubftances.    The  manner  of 
operating  with  heat  is  by  application  of  metallic 
bodies,    ignited    to    that    degree    which    will 
burn  animal  fubftances,  to  the  months  of  the 
difcharging  veffrls  s  which  ftrivelsthem  up,  and 
denies  a  further  pailage  to  die  blood;  and  this 
is  called  the  ufe  of  the  adtual  cautery.     But, 
when   aftringent  medicaments   are  employed, 
they  ad:  only  by  corrugating  and  contradirig 
the  vefiels  ;  and  are  calledy?)^//a.     There  arc, 
likewife,.  other  confequences  of  contufion,  which 
not  depending  on  mechanical  principles,    but 
other  accidents  to  which  the  pi^rts  of  animals  ar^ 
fubjed",  the  confideration  of  them  muft  be  ra- 
fcrved  to  their  proper  places  below,  where  the 
nature  of  iiich  accidents  is  fpecially  difcuiTed. 

The  confequences  of  coniiifiGn,  mecharically 
confidered,  being  either  the  weakening  the 
toiiey  and^  therefore,  debilitating  the  ad:ioB ;  or 
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the  wholly  deftroying  the  organization  and  tex- 
ture of  the  parts:  when  the  firft  only  happens, 
the  mediate  intention  of  cure  is,  the  re-invigora- 
-tion  and  reftoring  due  ftrength  and  tone  to  the 
'difordered  fibres :  which  is  done  by  the  external 
application  of  medicaments  gently  aftringent  and 
warming,  which  are  called  corroboratives  -,  to 
which  are  fometimes  added  the  adminiftration 
of  internal  medicines,  thalPare  fuppofed  to  have 
the  fame  reftorative  effedt.  But,  when  the  tex- 
ture of  the  parts  are  deftroyed,  or  greatly  injured 
by  the  contufion,  other  accidents  fupervene  3 
which,  not  being  of  the  nature  of  thofe  that 
depend  on  mechanical  principles,  will,  as  thofe 
ow4ng  to  folution  of  continuity,  be  explained 
in  due  courfe. 

Theconfequences  of  ther^/^r^(^//(?;2,  or  total 
privation  of  motion  in  the  fluids,  are  very  various : 
but  as   there  Is  always  an  interference  of  prin- 
ciple?, not  mechanical  in  the  events  to  which 
they  lead,  each  may  be  juftly  confidered  as  a 
.diftindlkind  of  accident  ^  and  will,  therefore, 
^  be  properly  treated  of  below,  where  the  princi- 
ples on  which  they  depend  are  explained. 

But  belides  thefe  accidents,  to  which  the 
.  parts  of  aninxals  are  fubjed:  on  mechanical  prin- 
ciples, as  here  difplayed,  there  are  various  others, 
as  was  before  intimated,  to  which  they  are  liable 
.  from  principles  relative  to  the  peculiar  vital  oeco- 
nomy,  or  to  the  chemical  properties  of  bodies  in 
general :  and  of  fuch  accidents  and  principles  it  is 
like  wife  ncceffary  to  take  fome  diftind:  view,  in 
order  to  the  comprehending  moft  of  the  chief 

mediate 


Chirurgical   Pharmacy.  21 

mediate  intentions  of  cure,  in  which  medica- 
ments may  be  employed  in  chirurgical  practice. 
The  principal,  and  moll:  important  of  thefe 
accidents,  to  which  the  parts  of  human  bodies 
are  fubjed:  on  principles  not  meerly  mechanical, 
may    be    reduced   to   nine  kinds,    under   the 
denominations     of   tumrfaBion^    infiammatioriy 
union  of  divided  parts  by  agglutination^  fuppura- 
tion^  mortification^  idceration^  veficcation^  relaxa- 
tion^ and  convidfion.    But  in  order  to  underftand 
more  perfecflly  the  nature  of  them,  it  is  pre- 
vioufly  necelTary  to  recur  to  a  general  property 
inherent  in  nearly  all  animal  fubftances :  which 
I  fhall  diftinguifli  by  the  name  of  putres- 
cence ;  and  on  which  the  accidents  themfelves, 
here  enumerated,  as  well  as  the  particular  mo- 
difications of  them,  greatly  depend.     I  fhall, 
therefore,    endeavour  to  give  firft  feme  clear 
notion  of  this  property,  at  leaft  as  far  as  it  re- 
fpeds  the  changes  producible,  through  its  effefts, 
in  the  parts  of  living  animals,  before  I  proceed 
to  examine  further  into  the  nature  of  the  acci- 
dents, to  which  they  are  fubjedl. 

Ptitrefcence  is  a  property  found  in  moft  animal, 
and  many  vegetable  fubftances ;  and  confifts  in  a 
tendency  to  a  peculiar  change  brought  about  on 
chemical  principles ;  and  which  is  the  conftant 
refult  of  their  nature,  under  certain  circumftances. 
The  caufe  of  this  change  depends  on  the  follow- 
ing fafts.  The  putrefcent  bodies  are  not  form- 
ed of  fubftances  of  a  more  fimple  and  elemen- 
tary nature,  but  of  thofe  which  are  mediately 
compounded  of  fuch  more  fimple  bodies,  as 
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are  capable  of  ad:ing  on  each  other,  even  in 
this   compound  flate  ^   and  then  again,  com- 
bined into  the  fubftances  which  form  the  re- 
fpeftive  parts  of  the  animals.     In  conitquence 
of  this  complex  compoiition,  the  elementary 
fubilance  of    one   mediate  compound    atling 
on  thofe  of  another,  they  grndually  bring  about 
a  change  in  the  whole,  by  the  formation  of  frelh 
combinations,  deftrudive  of  the  proper  nature 
of  the  animal  fubftances  they  conftitute  ^  which 
change  is  called  putrefaSiion  ;  and  produces,  in 
time,  a  natural  analyds,  or  fpontaneous  repa- 
ration of  all  the  elementary  fubftances,  confti- 
tuting  the  compound  bodies  from  each  other* 
As  putrefcence  fubfifts,  therefore,   from  their 
conftituent  nature,  in  nearly  all  the  feveral  fub- 
ftances,   of   which  the   parts  of  animals  are 
formed,    and  has  a  confiderable  iliare  in  the 
vital  fundions,    it  is  confcquently  not  only  an 
infeparable  property  of  them ;  but  a  necelTary 
one,  with  refped  to  the  end  of  their  formation, 
m  the  degree  in  which  it  is  found  in  animals, 
while  in  a  healthful  ftate,   when  the  food  is 
not  faulty ;  and  the  humours,  into  which  the" 
aliment  afforded  by  it  is  rcfolved,  are  changed 
and  renewed  vv^ithin  a  due  period.     In  failure, 
however,  of  either  of  thefe   circurnftances,  it 
prevails  in  a  proportion  inconfiftent  with  the 
right  condition  of  the  animal  oeconomy  :  and 
though  it  never  arrives  at  abfolute  putrefadtion, 
in  the  whole  mafs  of  fluids  of  living  animals, 
nor  even  in  particular  parts,  till  the  hydraulic 
mccbanifm  is  dcftroyed,  and  the  humours  are 

wholly 


Chirurgical  Pharmacy.  23 
wholly  reduced  to  a  ftagnant  ftate  ;  yet  an 
approach  to  it  conftantly  follows  the  ufe  of  diet, 
vitious  in  a  certain  manner,  or  the  want  of  due 
excretion^  fometiines  in  the  whole  mafs  of  the 
fluids  ;  and  fometimes  in  particular  humour?, 
efpecially  the  oils.  In  this  liate,  the  fluids  be- 
come ftimulating  and  acrid  ;  and,  on  the  greater 
increafe  of  the  putrefcence,  undergo  fuch  a  col- 
liquation,  and  too  intimate  commixture,  as 
diforder  the  fecretive  oeconomy  :  which  are 
the  flrft  efl^eds  of  putrefcence.  But  when  the 
humours  are  vitiated  to  a  certain  degrce,  they 
caufe  obfl:rudion  in  particular  parts ;  where 
they  erode  the  folids,  and  deftroy  their  organi- 
zation ;  and  at  length  even  the  confl:ituent 
texture  of  the  parts  which  they  form,  by  im- 
parting putrefadlion  to  them.  This  inevitably 
follows  in  the  whole  habit,  from  the  conti- 
nued ufe  of  too  putrid  diet,  or  the  fuppreflrori 
of  any  of  the  more  capital  fecretions,  beyond 
a  certain  degree  :  and,  in  particular  parts, 
from  the  fl:agnation  of  the  fluids  in  them,  or 
from  the  flow  change  of  the  oils,  when  ex- 
tracted from  food  in  which  they  are  previoufly 
too  much  difpofed  to  this  change.  PutrefcencCj 
therefore,  interferes,  not  only  in  accidents  re- 
fulting  from  the  obfl:rudion  of  the  fluids  in  the 
veflels,  or  the  extravafation  of  them,  either 
by  internal  rupture,  or  external  divifion  ;  but 
is  alfo  the  caufe  of  many  which  happen  to 
particular  parts  \  when  the  whole  mafs  of  fluids, 
or  even  fome  of  the  humours,  are  indued 
with  it  in  a  too  great  proportion  5  &nd  confl:ant 
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regard  muft  be,  therefore,  had  to  it  in  the  con- 

(ideration  of  moft  of  the  topical,    as  well  as 

general  difeafes,  to  which  human  bodies  are 

fubject. 

Tumefaction  is  the  moft  general  accident 
to  which  particular  parts  of  animals  are  liable, 
and  may  therefore  be  ranked  as  the  fiift.  It 
ought  to  be,  in  the  ftrift  fenfe  of  the  word, 
confined  to  the  fwelling  or  inlargment  of  par- 
ticular parts  themfelves;  but  the  praeternatural 
excrefcenccs  contingently  produced  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  parts,  are  in  general  deemed  tumours 
alfo.  Tumefaftion  may  be  properly  conii- 
dered  as,  of  two  kinds.  The  one  of  which  is 
vafcidar'j  or  that  caufcd  by  humours  contained 
w^ithin  the  vefTels ;  but  accumulated  in  confe- 
quence  of  fome  obftruding  caufe  in  an  undue 
proportion,  fo  as  to  diftend  them  beyond  the  li- 
mits of  their  natural  magnitude  5  and,  when 
it  is  of  this  kind,  it  is  diftinguiflied  by  the  name 
of  FLUXION,  and  is  moft  frequently  only  fymp- 
tomatic,  or  attendant  on  inflammation.  The 
other  is  exfravafate -y  or  that  where  the  hu- 
mours are  not  confined  within  the  vafcular 
fyftem,  but  lie  without  the  coats  of  the  vefTels, 
either  betwixt  the  membranes,  envelloping 
them,  as  in  anafarcous  or  other  hydropic 
fwellings  :  or  in  cavities  formed  by  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  vefTels  themfelves,  as  in  purulent 
abfcefTes :  or  in  cyfts,  or  receptacles,  which  have 
their  proper  coats,  produced  by  the  general 
caufe  of  the  tumour ;  as  in  the  fteatomatous 
grid  fome  other  fpecies :  and  this  kind  of  tume- 
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fadlicn  may  be  properly  diftinguiflied  from 
fluxion  by  the  name  of  collection.  The 
caufes  of  tumefaftion,  therefore,  atcording  to 
this  view,  are  cbjtruSlion^  and  extravajation. 
But  obftrucftion  is  again  refolvable,  with  refpe<ft 
to  the  caufe,  into  two  kinds ;  as  it  may  either 
arife  from  the  difcrafy  of  the  fluids  3  or  from  the 
want  of  due  aclion,  or  formation,  of  the  folids 
to  promote  their  motion,  or  admit  of  their 
paflage.  The  two  general  caufes  of  tumefac- 
tion, obftruftion,  and  extravafation,  are  fre- 
quently complicated  ;  and  reciprocally  aug- 
ment each  other.  For,  as  well  difcrafy,  as 
the  irregular  ftate  of  the  folids,  occafion  extra- 
vafation :  which  again  difordering  the  folids  and 
perverting  their  action,  increafes  the  difcrafy: 
as  is  pardcularly  evident  in  the  cafe  of  hydro- 
pic habits.  There  appears,  confequently,  from 
this  view,  to  be  two  mediate  intentions  of  cure 
in  the  treatment  of  tumours,  in  order  to  their 
removal,  ariling  from  the  nature  of  tumefac- 
tion. The  one  of  thefe  intentions  is,  to  repel 
and  drive  away  the  humours,  in  the  cale  of 
iimple  fluxion  3  which  is  efFedled  by  con- 
ftringing  and  corroborating  the  veflils.  The 
other  is  to  difcufs  the  matter  in  the  cafe  of  col- 
leftion  ;  or  even  in  that  of  fluxion,  where 
there  is  fuch  a  perverfion  of  the  crafis  of  the 
humour,  as  renders  it  otherwife  incapable  of 
being  moved :  which  muft  be  brought  about 
by  refolving,  and  attenuating  the  fluids,  fo  as 
to  fit  them  for  reabforption  into  the  vefl^els  5 
aiid  dlfpofing  the  veflels  themfelves,  to  reab- 

forb 
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ibrb  them,  by  inanition,  and  an  increafe  of  the 
propulfive  ailion. 

Inflammation  is  the  next  moft  general 
snd  momentous  accident,  to  which  all  the 
fcniihle  parts  of  the  human  body  is  fubje<ft : 
but  fome  in  a  greater,  and  others  in  a  lefs  pro- 
portion, according  to  the  degrees  of  fenfibility 
they  poffefs,  or  their  ineialtic  formation.  Its 
prefence  is  manifefted  by  the  red  colour,  and 
incrcafed  heat  of  the  part  affected  :  and,  when 
it  prevails  in  any  confiderable  manner,  by  a 
perception  of  puHation,  commonly  called  throb-- 
Mngy  as  Jikewife  by  flu^^ion,  or  tumcfadion 
(on  the  principle  above  explained,  page  24^) 
either  on  the  part  immediately  the  feat  of  the 
inflammation,  the  foft  parts  contiguous  to  it, 
m  both.  Inflammation  appears,  on  due  ex- 
amination, to  be,  in  faft,  a  peculiar  fpafmodic 
tiate  of  the  nerves,  caufed  by  continued  irrita- 
tion :  which  may  arifc  from  the  violence  of 
ibme  goading  inftrument ;  or  the  pungency  of 
iontt  acrimonious  fubftance,  either  fuch  as  is  of 
a  foreign  nature,  applied  externally,  or  fome  of 
the  proper  humours  of  the  part  affe<fled,  de- 
praved by  putrefcence,  in  confequence  of  flag* 
nation,  extravafation,  or  a  vitious  diipofition 
of  the  habit  in  fome  other  refpeds.  \n  this 
fpafmodic  ftatc  of  the  nerves,  their  perceptive 
power,  or  feniation,  is  increafed  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  the  tacSive  cffedl  of  bodies  on  them, 
wliich  would  at  other  times  be  indifferent,  or 
pleafing,  becomes  then  intollerable ;  or,  in 
other  wordS;  painful  i  and  this  excefs  of  the 
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perceptive  pow<r  of  the  nerves,  is  attended  with 
a  tenfion  and  ccnftricture  of  the  veffels  3  which 
is  the  caufe  of  tie  attendant  fluxion  when  fynip- 
tomatic.  It  is  afo  accompanied  with  an  extraor- 
dinary degree  d  adion  in  the  folids  ;  by  which 
the    red    blood  is  forced   into   the   lymphatic 
fyftem  :  as  is  apparent  in  the  inflammation  of 
the  eyes  \  in  wiich  this  is  obvioufly  the  caufe 
of  the  concomitmt  rednefs ;  and  rnoft  probably, 
jikewife,  of  thatfeen  in  mofl  other  cafes.  Whea 
inflammation  is  raifed  beyond  a  certain  degree, 
it  terminates  n^ceiTarily,  either  in  the  produc- 
tion of  purulent  matter,  or  the  deftrudion  of 
the   folids ;    that  is  to  fay,  in  other  words,  in 
fuppuration,    or  mortification,    as   below    ex- 
plained.    The  latter  of  thefe  conlequtnces  may 
follow,    either  from   the   obftriidion    of  the 
fluids,  in  the  irflamed  part;  which,  caufmg  a 
ftagnation,  together  with  the  heat,   brings  on 
fuch  a  putrid  ferment,  as  imparts  itfelf  to  the 
folids,  and  foon  deftroys  their  texture  ;  or  from 
the  excefs  of  the  fluxion  ;  which  may  caufe  a 
greater  accumulation  of  the  humo\:irs  than  the 
folids,  whofe  adlion  is  impaired  by  their  difl:en- 
tion,  can  duly  propel,    A  mediativc  intention 
of  cure,  therefore,  arifes,  in  cafes  where  too 
great  inflammation  occur  ;  w^hich  is,  the  molli*>^ 
fyingy  or  aflwaging  it,  fo  as  to  prevent  its  aug- 
menting to  that  degree,  which  would  bring  on 
the  deftr  u^Sion  of  the  part ;  or  even  that,  which 
would  be  attended  with  the  production  of  pu- 
rulent matter,    where  the  nature  of  the  cafe 
would  render  fuch  confeguence  injurious ;  as 
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frequently  happens.     The  meais  of  cffed:ing 
this  intention,  with  refpe6l  to  particular  parts, 
as  far  as  they  depend  on  the  ufe  o'external  medi- 
caments, are,  by  the  application  of  fuch  as  relax 
the  folids ;  or,  by  their  anodyne  power,  dimi- 
nifh  the  fenlibility  of  the  nervG  :  and  by  the 
internal  ufe  of  fuch  as  caufe  evacuations,  and 
refrigerate  the  blood.     But  tothefe,  in  many 
cafes,  narcotics,  whofe  internal  effed:  is  much 
greater  than  their  external,  ought  to  be  added ; 
as  likewife  thofe  febrifuges  of  an   attenuating 
and   diiToiving  nature,  which  prevent,   and  re- 
move, that  difcrafy,  the  whole  mafs  of  blood 
acquires  from  too  great  heat ;  and  which,  by 
increafing  the  topical  obftrud'on,  again   reci- 
procally augments  the  inflammation.    With  re- 
ipect  to  external  application,  relaxants  are  much 
more  efficacious  in  affwaging  inf  ammation,  than 
narcotics  -,  which  do  not  penetrate  far  enough 
into  the  parts  to  produce  their  due  cffc&:  in 
that  method  of  ufe ;  but  this  property  is  never- 
thelefs  afcribed  to  a  great  number  of  vegetables, 
and  fome  other  fubflances,  which  are  thence 
called  anolyne.    The  mollifying  and  affwaging 
inflammation,  is  one  of  the  moft  important  of 
the  mediate  intentions  of  cure,  that  arife  in  the 
pradice  o/  furgery  :  as  many  of  the  moft  dire^ 
ful  confecuences  are  caufed  by  the  prevalence 
of  it;  and  the  means  of  mitigation,  which  the 
medicinal  art  can  fupply,  are  of  more  avail,  than 
in  almoft  any  other  cafe :  even  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  perhaps  more  fatal  events  would  be  pre- 
vented by  a  perfe(!l  exertion  of  fkill  in  this  par- 
ticular, 
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ticalar,  than  bj  all  the  other  efforts  of  medical 
fcience.  But  ihe  ufe  of  internal  medicines  in 
many  cafes,  aid  even  the  artificial  evacuation 
of  phlebotomj  in  fome,  require  to  be  joined  to 
external  appliration,  in  order  to  the  duly 
effeduating  ths  intention. 

Suppuration,  and  ulceration,  having 
fuch  a  ftrid:  connection  with  each  other ;  or 
rather  the  latter  being  in  reality  only  a  mode 
of  the  former ;  it  is  necelTary  to  treat  of  them 
as  under  the  fame  head  5  and  only  to  enume- 
rate what  is  peculiar  to  ulceration,  as  diftindl 
from  fuppuraton^  in  the  general  confideration 
of  that. 

Suppuration  is  the  produdlion  of  purulent 
matter  or  pus,  either  colleded  internally  be- 
twixt the  membranes,  or  in  cavities  formed  by 
theerofion  of  the  folids  ;  or  difcharged  externally 
from  the  furface  of  the  parts,-  or  from  cavities 
in  them  by  proper  orifices.  Fits  is  a  fluid  of  a 
peculiar  nature,  feeming  to  differ  from  any  of 
the  natural  humours  of  animals,  which  can  be 
collefted  in  a  feparate  ftate ;  but  approaching 
neareft  in  its  qualities  to  the  ferum  of  the  blood  ; 
of  which,  indeed,  undergoing  fome  alterations 
in  the  manner  of  its  being  excreted,  it  is  in 
fad:  formed.  Pus  is,  when  perfe^ft,  of  a 
yellowifh  white  colour ;  fomewhat  opake  ; 
thinly  fluid  when  firfl:  difcharged  from  the 
veflels,  but  foon  gaining  a  thick  confiftence, 
inclining  to  a  gelatinous  texture  ;  fpecifically 
heavier  than  any  of  the  natural  humours ;  and 
free  from  all  putrid  and  foetid  fcent,  but  indued 

with 
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with  one  peculiar  to  itfelf.  \'/'hen  poflefling 
thefe  qualities,  it  is  faid  to  be  hudable  pus :  as 
being  fuch  as  beft  promotes  tke  intention  of 
nature  to  which  its  production  Is  fubfervient : 
and  it  differs  from  the  ferum  of  the  blood,  in 
being  heavier,  more  opake,  and  changing  from 
a  thinner  to  a  more  gelatinous  flate,  foon  after 
its  difcharge  from  the  veffels,  \vithout  that  de- 
gree of  heat  or  evaporation  of  the  more  aqueous 
parts,  that  are  requifite  to  the  concretion  of 
the  ferum.  From  this  circumftmce,  together 
with  the  opacity  and  greater  gnvity,  it  feems 
moft  reafonable  to  conclude,  that  the  principal 
variation  of  pus  from  the  ferum  lies  in  its 
containing  a  larger  proportion  of  the  animal 
earth,  combined  with  the  fame  kind  of  glu- 
tinous matter,  which  forms  the  fynovia  of  the 
joints  \  and  is  found  alfo  to  abound  in  the  tela 
cellulofa. 

When  pus  is  colkdled  internally,  it  is  pro- 
duced originally  by  fluxion,  caufed  either  by 
peccant  matter  depolited  in  the  part,  in  order 
to  a  critical  difcharge  ;  or  by  fome  injury  done 
to  the  part,  by  external  violence.  Such  col- 
lecftion  of  purulent  matter,  where  there  is  no 
orifice,  or  vent,  by  which  it  is  difcharged  ex- 
ternally, is  called  in  a  general  view  (properly) 
an  apojiem,  or  (by  a  grofs  corruption  of  the 
word  in  the  language  of  furgeny)  an  ifn- 
pojiume  ;  and  when  the  cavity  is  of  a  circum^ 
fcribed  form,  or  appears  to  nxake  only  one 
cyft,  it  is  called  an  abfcefs  y  but  when  it  prpf- 
pagates  itfelf  in  different  branches  of  a  long 

figure. 
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figure,  as  happens  very  frequently  in  the  adi- 
pole  parts,  fuch  ramifications  of  the  abfoefs,  are 
cM^d  fmt'iffes. 

When  the  pus  Is  difcharged  externally,  either 
frona  the  furface  of  any  part  ^  or  from  cavities, 
Vv^hich  have  orifices  or  openings  to  admit  its 
flux  y  the  effeift  is  called  uktrafwn  ;  and  the 
condition  of  the  parts,  fo  affedicd,  an  ulcer^ 
Ulceration  may  be  produced,  not  only  by  ii^ 
ternal  colle<flion  of  pus,  as  abov^  explaiyieds 
but  by  any  other  folution  of  continuity  in  the 
fofter  parts.  For  on  the  divifion  of  any 
fuch  part,  one  of  the  follov^ing  confequences 
will  neceflariiy  refult.  In  cafes,  w^here  little  or 
no  injury  is  done  to  the  folids,  except  the  di- 
vifion of  them,  efpecially  fuch  as  are  mufcu-- 
lar,  or  the  fofter  membranes,  if  the  furfaces  of 
the  divided  parts  be  kept  in  their  natural  file, 
and  preferved  from  the  air  and  accels  of  ex- 
traneous bodies,  and  no  flux  of  humour  in- 
vited to  them  by  irritation,  fuch  furfaces  will  ad^ 
here  to  each  other  in  a  very  iliort  fpaceof  time  5 
and,  healing  perfedly,  the  parts  will  be  refiored 
to  their  former  flate  without  inflammation,  or 
any  other  confequence  than  a  fanguinary  dif- 
charge,  in  proportion  to  the  number  and  fim 
of  the  blood-veiIel)S  divided.  This  effect  is 
called  healirig  by  agglutination  ;  and  frequently 
takes  place  in  fmaller  folutions  of  continiiity ; 
hiiU  from  the  difficulty  of  the  concurrence  of  aji 
the  neceflary  circurQftances,  not  often  in  greater; 
though  fiiich  inftances  have  been  km.  On  the 
other  band,  when  great  injury  is  4onc  io  the 
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parts,  cfpecially  the  cartilages,  tendons,  of 
inelaftic  membranes ;  or  a  fluxion  of  very  acri- 
monious or  putrefcent  humour  is  brought  on  j 
fuch  an  inflammation  fometimes  enfues,  as  ter- 
minates in  the  deftruftion  of  the  part  by  mor- 
tification, as  below  explained.  But^  where 
the  parts  are  too  much  injured,  or  the  humour 
of  the  fluxion  too  acrid,  to  admit  of  healing  by 
agglutination,  and  yet  no  exceflive  inflamma- 
tion enfues,  after  the  blood- veflfels  ceafe  to  make 
an  effufion  of  red  blood,  thofe  of  a  larger 
order  being  prevented  by  means  of  art,  and 
thofe  of  a  leflfer  by  a  fpontaneous  conftriftion 
of  their  mouths,  which  naturally  follows,  a 
lymphous  fluid,  thinner,  lighter,  and  more 
tranfparent,  than  true  purulent  matter,  ifliies ; 
and  which,  therefore,  is  called  a  crude  dif- 
charge :  but  through  the  fupervention  of  a  due 
degree  of  inflammation,  it  afterwards  changes 
gradually  to  pm ;  and  appears  then  to  be  a  ne- 
ceflary  infl:rument  of  nature  in  the  regeneration 
of  flefh  for  the  reft;oration  of  the  parts  defl:royed ; 
or  reunion  of  thofe  divided. 

The  manner  of  the  produdlion  of  pus  is  not, 
however,  hitherto  certainly  known.  For  though 
it  is  undoubtedly  formed  originally  from  the  fe- 
rum  of  the  blood  >  yet  it  may  be  reafonably 
quefliioned,  whether  it  iflues  directly  from  the 
divided  blood- veflfels  confliringed  fo  as  to  refl:rain 
the  tinging  matter  of  the  blood,  and  fuflcr 
only  the  ferous  part  and  lymph  to  pafs,  as  is 
generally  received  :  or  whether  it  be  difcharged 
from  the  tela  cellulofa,  in  confequence  of  the 

fluxion 
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iluxion  that  attends  the  inflammation  rieccflary 
to  the  producftlon  of  pus.  Since  the  tela  ceJhilofa 
contains  luch  gelatinous  and  iymphous  fluids, 
as/ mixed  together,  would  aflford  a  fimilar  hu- 
mour :  and  is,  in  general,  found  to  be  the  feat 
both  of  the  generation  and  propagation  of  pu- 
rulency.      The    latter  opinion   receives    great 
fupport  from    the   obfervation,    that   at   firft, 
when  any  folution  of  continuity  is  made,  after 
the  flux  of  blood  ceafes  in  the  divided  part,  the 
difcharge  is  generally  very  Iparing,  and  fome- 
times  wholly  wanting  ;  but  afterwards  increafes, 
or  comes  on  again,  gradually,  to  a  very  copious 
degree ;  and  that  this  increafe  is  greatly  promoted 
in  the  maturation  of  the  ulcer  by  the  application 
of  fuch  fubfl:ances  as  ftimulate  and  irritate.    For 
were  this  difcharge,  as  well  afterwards,   when 
truly  purulent,  as  at  firft;  when  crude,  only  the 
fimple  cfliifion  of  ferum  efcaping  through  the 
mouths  of  the  divided  blood  and  lymphatic  veflels, 
^fter  they  had  fuffcred  juft:  fuch  a  degree  of  con- 
tradion  as  would  reftrain  the  tinging  fubftance 
©f  the  blood,  it  ought  to  be  the  greatefl:  at  that 
time ;  and  to  diminifli  as  the  conftridion  of  the 
blood-vefl^els  became  gradually  greater  :  which 
would,  moreover,  be  augmented  by  the  effects  of 
ftimulating  and  irritating  bodies.  But,  as  well  the 
difference  of  the  qualities  of  the  pus,  and  the 
ferum  of  the  blood  in  its  original  ftate,  as  thefe 
collateral  circumftances,  fcem  to  indicate;  that 
pus  is  ferum,  changed  into  a  different  humoux 
by  more  complex  means,  than  the  fimple  effed^ 
of  ftraining  through  orifices  formed  by  the  ac- 
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cidental  divifion  of  the  blood  and  lymphatic 
veflels ;    efpecially  as  pus  moft  recedes  from 
the  nature  of  the  ferum,  when  it  is  moft  co- 
pioufly  difcharged ,  which  ought  to  be  other- 
wife,  on  the  fuppofition,  that  it  was  the  meer 
ferum  efcaping  through  the  mouths  of  the  di- 
vided  veilels.     Since,    as  the  quantity  iffuing 
ought  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  largenefs  of  fuch 
mouths,  the  greater  the  difcharge,  and  the  lefs 
would  be  the  change,  made,  by  the  percolation 
or  ftraining  through  the  mouths  of  the  veffels^ 
on  the  nature  of  the  fluid  paffing  through  them, 
in  order  to  account  for  this  difficulty  in  the 
difference  of  pus  from  ferum,  on  obferving,  that 
it  funk  in  water,  and  had  confequently  a  greater 
fpecific  gravity  than  the  ferous  part  of  the  blood 
feparated  from  the  tinging  matter  was  fuppofed 
to  have,   it  has   been  frequently  afferted,  that 
pus  was  formed  of  the  ferum  of  the  blood, 
commixt,    in  the  ulcer,  with  abraded  parts  of 
the  folids.     But  there  can  be  little  ground  for 
this  fuppofition,  when  it  is  confidered,  that,  at 
the  time  the  pus  is  moft  perfeft,  the  folids  arc 
fo  far  from  appearing  to  fuffer  any  fuch  abra- 
lion,  that  they  are  in  an  increafing  ftate  5  and 
inftead   of  the  deftrudlion  of    the  old  parts, 
which  muft  be  the  cafe,  if  they  furnifhed  mat- 
ter to  the  pus,  the  generation  of  new  always 
attends.     This  hypothefis  may  be,  therefore^ 
juitly  rejected,  as  wholly  v/anting  ground  in  the 
appearances  of  nature  with  refpedt  to  the  pro- 
dudion  of  pus ;  and  not  being  necelTary  evei> 
to  account  for  the  qualities  of  it,  if  the  fuppo- 
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fition  be  admitted,  that  it  is  not  formed  imme- 
diately from  the  ferum  of  the  blood,  but  from 
the  humours  of  the  tela  cellulofa  :  v/hich  con- 
tain a  larger  proportion  of  animal  earth  \  and 
have,  confequently,  that  greater  fpeciiic  gravity 
than  the  ferum,  which  gave  occafion  to  this  no- 
tion,that  the  abraded  folidsmade  apartof  the  pus. 
Ulceration  appears,    according   to  what 
has     been    thus    explained    of    fuppuration^ 
to  be  a  peculiar  flare  of  the  fofter  parts  ^  in 
which  a  difcharge  of  purulent  matter  is  made^ 
in  order  to  the  regeneration  of  flefh  for  the  re- 
iloration,    or  reunion ^  of  the  parts    deftroyed 
and  divided.     For,  on  the  produdion  of  lau- 
dable pus  in  any  ulcerated  part,    the  incarna- 
tion begins  to  take  place,  by  the  iliooting  out 
of  fmall  red  granules :  at  firft  perceptible  only 
by  the  aid  of  glaiTes  j  but  which,    enlarging^ 
foon  manifeft  themfelves  to  be  the  germina,  as 
it  were,  of  the  new  flefh,  that^  by  their  increafe 
and  coalefcence  with  each  other,  is  at  length  per- 
fectly formed  by  them.  This  new  flefli  inlarges 
itfelf  till  it  has  duly  anfwered  the  end  of  nature 
in  uniting  the  divided  parts,  or  refloring  fuch 
as  are  deflroyed,  as  far  as  is  confiftent  with  the 
particular  oeconomy  of  the  parts :  after  which, 
the  difcharge  ceafmg,   dry  fkin  is  produced  : 
which  is  called  the  ciCATRi5t.     Ulceration  is, 
therefore,  in  reality  a  procefs  by  which  nature 
inofl  generally  proceeds  in  the  refloration  of 
deflroyed  or  divided  parts :  and  pus  is  an  hu- 
mour fpontaneoufly  produced  by  her  to  that 
end.      It  is^    confequently,    in  its  perfed:   or 
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laudable  flate,  indued  with  the  qualities,  that 
render  it  moft  proper  to  defend,  humeftate, 
and  modify  the  tender  germina  of  new  flefh  : 
but  as  it  may  be  crude^  according  to  what  is 
above  laid  down,  for  want  of  due  time  and 
inflammation  for  its  maturation  ^  fo,  after  its 
maturation,  it  may  be  vitiated  or  depraved 
by  other  caufes  -,  and  the  Ulcers  will  of  courfe 
be  imperfed:,  or  unkindly,  in  either  cafe. 
Unkindly  ulcers,  becoming  fo  on  thefe  prin- 
ciples, may,  however,  be  reduced  to  three 
fpecies,  ichorous^  famous^  and  cedematciis.  Icho- 
Hous  ULCERS  are  moft  properly,  thofe  where 
the  difcharge  is  thin,  and  fparing,  through  the 
too  great  inflammation ;  which  always  pro- 
duces this  t^tdi  in  a  correfpondent  proportion  : 
and  they  differ  from  the  fanicus,  in  neither 
leaving  the  appearances  of  putridnefs,  nor  corro- 
fioa.  Sanious  ulcers  are  thofe,  in  which  tlie 
matter  of  the  difcharge  is  liighly  putrid^  and 
confequently  exedent :  v/hich  may  be  caufed, 
either  by  a  too  great  putrefcence  of  the  hu- 
mours in  the  habit ;  or  by  the  deftrucftion  of 
the  organization  of  the  folids ;  which,  cauiing 
partial  mortification  on  the  furface,  fouls  the 
pus  by  the  admixture  of  the  putrefied  fubflance 
produced  by  it,  Oedematous  ulcers  are 
thofe,  where  the  matter  is  depraved  by  the 
admixture  of  lymphous  humours,  iilliing  from 
the  tela  cellulofa  in  confequcnce  of  hydropic 
colle(3:ions  in  the  parts:  and,  indeed,  in  this 
cafe,  the  ulcer  is  -not  only  depraved  from  this 
^flux  of  watery  humours.^  but  kept  in  an  imper- 
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fed  ilate,  from  the  want  of  inflammaticMi  in 
the  degree  requifite  to  its  maturation  j  which 
the  relaxing  power  of  the  aqueous  humours  on 
the  folids  greatly  prevents.  The  matter  in  this 
kind  of  ulcers,  varies  from  that  of  crude,  both 
in  its  being  mdre  copious,  and  in  its  w^atery  thin- 
nefs :  and  this  kind  may  be  diflinguiflied,  from 
the  other,  by  the  hydropic  tumefadion^  likewife^ 
of  the  contiguous  parts* 

Befides  the  unkind  ulcers,  becoming  lb  from 
the  caufes  above  mentioned,  there  are  others  of 
a  more  malignant  nature  y  which  owe  their  de- 
pravity to  the  adtion  of  venene  and  virulent 
matter  5  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  venereal  difeaie^ 
fmall-pox,  plague,  and  other 'inflances  of  con-t 
tagious  maladies  :  to  which  mull:  be  added,  alfo, 
cancers,  and  fome  other  fimilar  diforders  not 
evidently  ciontagious.  But  the  means,  by  which 
any  of  thofe  kinds  of  difeafes  produce  malignant 
ulceration,  not  being  hitherto  difcovered  with 
any  certainty  s  nor,  confequently,  inmanycafes^ 
the  777odus  operandi  of  the  medicines  employed 
for  their  cure;  they  muft,  therefore,,  as  well  as 
their  proper  remedies,  be  efteemed  of  a  peculiar, 
and  fpeciftc  nature  3  and  do  not  of  courfe  admit 
of  a  general  explanation. 

There  is,  alfo,  another  fpecies  of  depravity^ 
to  which  ulcers  are  fubjeft,  which  is,  that,  by 
a  peculiar  difpofition  of  the  pus,  or  by  the  ap- 
plication of  too  unftuous  and  relaxing  medica- 
ments, the  nev/flefh  is  produced  in  a  luxuriant 
and  redundant  manner  :  fhooting  out  in  irregu- 
lar maflcs  3  which,  not  being  confoiidated,  do 
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not  admit  of  cicatrization  ;  but,  at  length, 
niortify;  and  produce  a  foul  ftateofthe  ulcer. 
Thefe  irregular  carnous  excrefcences  are  called 
fungous  fl']Po\  and  require  to  be  renioved,  and 
prevented,  before  the  ulcer  can  be  brought  to 
that  flate,  in  which  a  due  incarnation  and  cica-* 
trization  may  be  made. 

The  general  mediate  intentions  of  cure,  which 
occur  in  the  treatment  of  difeafes,  where  fup- 
puration  and  ulceration  come  in  queftion,  arc, 
therefore,  manifold,  according  to  the  abov§ 
given  view  5  particularly  with  refpeft  to  the 
latter. 

The  promotion  of  fuppuration  is  the  firft,  and 
principal  :  and  it  becomes  neceflary  in  two  di- 
ftind  kinds  of  cafes.     The  one  is,  where  there 
is  only  a   fluxion,    w^hich  tends  to  produce  a 
colledion  of  pus  ^  the  other,  where  there  is  a 
folution   of  continuity,    but  attended   with   a 
crude  difcharge.     The  firfl:  m.ay  be  properly 
called  the  suppuration  of  tumours  3  and 
is  either  aifefted  by  promoting  the  inflamma- 
tion and  fluxion^  w^here  they  are  in  toofmall  a 
degree,  a$  frequently  in  the  cafe  of  venereal  and 
fcrophulous  fwellings,  by  Simulating  and  ad- 
hefive  plaAers  \  by  the  fudtion  of  air-pumps  \ 
or  even  by  flight  violence  from  often  handling 
thepartsafFeded.  The  other  is  called  DICE  ST  ion: 
and  is  brought  about  by  the  ufe  of  medicaments^^ 
gently  Simulating  and. irritating,  where  inflam- 
mation is  deficient :  or,  by  fuch   as, are  relax- 
ing, and  anti-inflammatory  J  where  the  contrary 
iUte  prevails.     To  the  flimulating  and  irritating 
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fubftances  ufed  for  the  promoting  digeftion,  are, 
neverthelefs,  joined  fuch  as  are  of  an  unduous 
and  lenient  nature;  in  order  to  reftrain  the 
power  of  the  other ;  and  to  perform  the  office 
of  defending  and  moiflening  the  ulcerated  fur- 
face:  and  the  fame  holds  good,  likewife,  where 
anti-inflammatory  medicaments  are  ufed  in  the 
fame  intention,  if  they  be  fuch  as  are  not 
themfelves  of  a  fluid  nature. 

The  cleanfing  of  foul  and  fanious  ulcers  is 
the  next  principal  intention,  in  the  treatment 
of  ulcers :  v/hich,  when  arifmg  from  an  exter- 
nal caufe,  that  is  to  fay,  the  flate  of  the  furface 
of  the  ulcer  itfelf,  is  done  by  the  ufe  of  gentle 
efcarotics ;  that,  deftroying  the  inflamed  and 
half  mortified  parts,  bring  the  whole  to  an  equal 
and  right  Hate;  and  is  called  deterging. 
But  when  the  foulnefs  arifes  from  the  putrefcent 
ftate  of  the  habit,  and  the  vitious  nature  of  the 
humours,  of  which  the  pus  is  formed,  internal 
remedies,  and  the  ufe  of  fuch  regimen  as  will 
reform  the  general  depravity  of  the  habit, 
muft  be  called  in  aid :  and  the  application  of 
detergents,  confidered  only  in  a  fecondary  and 
fubfervient  view. 

The  bringing  oedematous  ulcers  to  a  due  ftate, 
fo  as  to  aflbrd  laudable  pus,  is  another  material 
intention  in  the  treatment  of  ulcers.  It  has, 
however,  no  diftind:  name,  but  is  in  general 
confidered  as  digeftion  :  though  the  aqueous 
difcharge,  found  in  fuch  cafes,  is  not  fimilar 
to  that  of  crude  ulcers.  The  manner  of  effed:- 
ing  this  intention  muft  be,  both  by  internal, 
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and  external  means :  the  internal  being,  hy 
the  adrniniflration  of  fuch  medicaments,  and 
the  ufe  of  i\\ch  regimen  as  may  correct  the  hy- 
dropic difpofition  :  the  external ^^  by  the  appli- 
cation  of  medicaments  correfpondent  to  thofe 
jrequired  in  the  cafe  of  digeftion,,  but  more 
waim  and  irritating;  that  the  languor  of  the 
fblids  may  be  removed,  and  a  due  infiammatloi> 
promoted. 

The  quelling  the  peculiar  malignancy  of  ul^ 
ccrs  of  a  fpecific  nature,  as  above  enumerated^ 
is  another  intention  in  the  cure  of  ulcers ;  but 
is  only  to  be  effeded  by  the  ufe  of  fpecific  re- 
m.edies ;  which^  not  admitcing  of  any  explana- 
tion of  their  manner  of  operation,  are  m.oft 
properly  confidered  in  the  treating  refpedively 
of  the  medicaments  which  conftitute  fuch  re- 
medies. 

In  cafes  where  the  pus  is  fpontaneowfly  lau- 
dable, nothing  more  is  required  than  to  defend 
the  ulcerated  parts  from  the  injuries  of  the  air,, 
and  other  exterior  bodies ;  which  is  fom.etimeSs 
done  by  the  application  of  infipid  unftuous  fub- 
ftances  in  the  form  of  plafters.  But  fuch  as 
are  oily  and  relaxing,  are  to  be  avoided^  other- 
wife  they  bring  fungous  flefli.  The  medi- 
caments fo  employed  are  called  defensa- 
,Tiv£s;  and  are  ufed  alfo  in  the  cafe  of  other 
injuries  done  to  particular  parts,  where  there  is 
no  ulceration  :  but  in  the  cafe  of  ulceration  they 
are  now  much  rejecfled,  the  ufe  of  dry  lint  having 
greatly  fiiperfeded  them. 
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Where,  as  fbmetlmes  happens,  there  is  a 
rehidance  in  the  habit  to  produce  pus  in  a 
fufficient  quantity  to  the  due  generation,  and 
augmentation  of  the  new  flefh,  relaxing  and 
unduous  medicaments,  fuch,  as  in  other  cafes, 
caufe  funguiTes,  will  here  greatly  avail :  and 
the  medicaments  ufcd  in  this  intention  may  be 
properly  called  mcarnatii:es.  The  due  propor- 
tion of  flefh  being  produced  in  any  ulcerated 
part,  it  is  then  necefiary  to  promote  the  cica^ 
trizivg^  or  the  growth  of  hard  fkin  :  which  is 
.done  by  the  ufc  of  gentle  aflringent  medica- 
mepts  joined  to  undnaous  bodies :  and  they  are 
in  this  cafe  termed  epulotics  or  cicatri- 

'ZERS. 

Befides  thefe  various  mediate  intentions  of 
cure,  refpecfling  the  treatment  of  ulcers,  with 
regard  to  the  nature  of  the  matter  difcharged, 
the  prevention  and  removal  of  the  fungous  flelli, 
above  deicribed,  is  another  which  frequently 
occurs.  The  means  of  prevention  is,  the  ufc 
of  warm  and  ftimulating  medicaments,  in  a 
greater  proportion  than  in  ordinary  compofi- 
tions,  applied  as  digeflives ;  or,  in  more  obdurate 
cafes,  of  aflringents :  and  the  removal  is  effected 
by  the  application  of  efcarotics,  which  deflroy 
the  excrefcenccs  already  produced. 

Mortification  is  the  mofl  fatal  accident 
to  which  the  parts  of  human  bodies  are  fubjed:. 
It  is  the  putrefaction  of  the  parts  of  living  ani* 
mals;  which  follows  on  the  intire  ftagnation  of 
the  blood,  and  other  circulating  humours  in 
tiiem.      When   this   is    produced  by   natural 
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means,  the  portion  of  fledi  mortifie4  is  called 
zjough :  but  where,  by  fire,  or  the  applica- 
tion of  corrofivc  bodies,  it  is  called  an  efcar. 
Mortification  is  brought  on,  by  the  deftrudlion 
of  the  texture  of  the  folids  from  an  exterior 
caufe,  which  may  be,  either  violence,  or  the 
eorrofive  acftion  of  fome  body  applied ;  or 
from  an  interior  caufe,  which  may  be,  ei- 
tjier  the  eorrofive  ftate  of  the  fluids,  or  the 
want  of  due  force  to  propel  them  forwards ; 
or  both  conjointly.  But  a  frequent  caufe  of 
mortification  is,  too  great  inflammation  ;  which, 
both  by  means  of  fluxion,  and  the  perverfio0 
of  the  crafis  and  qualities  of  the  fluids,  brings  on 
this  accident.  The  incipient  ftate  of  mortifica- 
tions, that  is,  before  the  fenfe  is  totally  lofl:,  and 
the  black  colour  appears,  is  by  fome  called  gan-^ 
grene^  which  is  mofl:  generally  perceived  by 
watery  veficles :  but  more  generally  gangrene 
is  ufed  as  fynonymous  to  mortification,  there 
being  no  diftinft  clear  criterion  of  the  limits  of 
the  oneftate  from  the  other.  When  mortification 
is  produced,  either  the  portions  afl^ed:ed  mufl 
be  divided  from  the  living  contiguous  parts,  by 
a  peculiar  provlfion  made  by  nature  to  that  end, 
the  effeft  of  which  is  called  separation  ;  or 
bv  mechanical  divifion,  where  the  circum- 
fiances  admit  of  it :  or  otherwife  it  propagates 
itfelf  to  the  adjoining  parts ;  and,  contaminating 
them,  deflroys  the  crafis  of  the  blood,  by  the 
admixture  of  the  putrid  humours,  imbibed  by 
the  communication  of  the  vefl^els  with  the  mor- 
tified parts,  till  it  be  no  longer  capable  of  fup^ 
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porting*  the  vital  CEConomy ;  but  brings  on  a 
mortal  crifis.    Separation  is  brought  about,  by 
nature,  by  producing  an  inflammation  on  the 
edge   df  the  flough   or  efcar :  which,  by  the 
ftrong  ofcillation  of  the  blood-veflels,  tears,  by 
degrees  the  found  from  the  mortified  part,  of 
which  the  texture  is  deftroyed  by  the  putri  fac- 
tion ;  and,  a  folution  of  continuity  being  thus 
made,  ulceration  enfues,  as  in  other  cafes ^  and 
a   gradual   progrefs    being   thus   made    from 
the  edge    towards  the  center,    the  flough  or 
efcar  is  by  degrees  thrown  off  from  the  found 
flefh.     There   are,    confequently,  two  obvious 
intentions   of  cure,    that  occur   with  refped: 
to   mortifications.      The   one,   the  prevention 
of  them,  where  there  appears  any  danger  of 
their  happening:   the   other,  the  mechanical 
divifion ;  or  the  promotion  of  the  natural  fepa- 
ration  of  the  part  rhortified.     The  firft:  is  eff^edl-^ 
ed  by  various  means,  according  to  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe,  and  the  caufe  of  the  im- 
pending danger.    Where  great  inflammation  is 
the  objed:,  the  ufe  of  emollient  medicaments, 
and  fuch  other  means,  as  were  before  enume- 
rated for  the  mitigation  of  the  inflammation, 
9^re  to  be  employed.     But  where  the  mifchief 
arifes  from  the  debilitated  or  injured  ftate  of  the 
foiids,  or  where  there  is  already  a  flagnation  of 
the  fluids  in  the  parts  even  from  inflammation, 
warm  fl:imulating  and  afl:ringent  medicaments 
are  to  be  employed,    aided  by  thofe  internal 
medicines,  which  moft  invigorate  and  corro-. 
|)pr6|,te  the  foiids.     The  procuring  feparation  is 
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effcLled,  by  means  limilar  to  thofe  dlrefted  for 
the  prevention  of  mortification,  where  the  hu- 
mours are  already  (lagnant  -,  and  when  the 
flough  or  efcar  begins  to  divide  at  the  edges 
from  the  found  part,  the  application  of  di- 
geftives,  as  In  other  foiutions  of  continuity, 
mull  be  made.  When  mortification  happens 
in  the  fofter  parts,  it  is  called  gangrene,  and 
{omctlmcs  Jphace/us  :  but  when  produced  in  the 
bones,  it  is  called  caries  :  and  the  feparation  of 
the  mortified  part,  exfoliation.  The  intentions 
of  cure  are,  however,  much  the  fame  in  both  ; 
though  the  exfoliation  of  the  bone,  being  much 
flower  than  the  feparation  of  the  flefli,  warmer 
and  more  irritating  medicaments  are  employed; 
in  order  to  promote  it. 

It  is  fometimes  neceiTary  to  produce  morti- 
fication artificially  in  particular  parts,  in  order 
to  the  making  openings  into  abfceffes,  or  the 
caufing  ulcerations,  where  a  purulent  difcharge 
of  longer  duration  than  can  be  commodioufly 
procured  by  veiiccation  is  delired,  or  for  other 
ends  :  and  this  is  performed,  either  by  the  ufe 
of  fire,  or  by  the  application  of  corrofive  medica- 
ments. Such  medicaments  are  called  caustics 
or  ESCAROTics,  and  the  mortifications  fo  pro- 
duced are  treated,  in  order  to  procure  due  fe- 
paration, as  others;  unlefs  that  the  aid  of  in- 
ternal medicaments  arc  not  required,  except  in 
rarticular  cafes,  where  an  accidental  ill  Hate  of 
the  habit,  perverting  the  ufual  efforts  of  nature, 
veiiders  it  neceflary.. 

Vesic- 
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Vesiccation  is  another  accident,  to  which 
the  parts  of  human  bodies  are  fubjedt.  It  is  the 
railing  of  bHfters  (or  more  explicitly,  bladders  of 
lymphous  fluid  collefted  under  the  epidermis) 
by  the  irritation  of  peculiar  kinds  of  fubllances. 
This  is  on  many  occafions  done  purpolely,  in 
order  to  procure  a  quick  difcharge  of  purulent 
matter  -,  or  to  convey  the  irritating  matter 
which  caufes  the  veliccation  into  the  blood 
through  the  abforbing  velTels  of  the  ikin  ;  where 
either  of  thofe  effeds  are  required  :  and  the  fub- 
flances  employed  to  this  end  are  called  epifpajiics 
or  veficcatories.  The  principal  mediative  in- 
tentions which  arife  in  this  cafe,  are,  the  proper 
application  of  the  epifpaflic  fubftance  5  the  pro- 
motion afterwards  of  a  due  difcharge  and  di- 
geftion  of  the  matter,  where  fuch  an  evacuation 
is  the  final  end  of  the  operation  ;  and,  laftly^ 
the  cicatrizing  the  part  which  w^as  the  fubjed: 
of  it.  The  firft  of  thefe  mediate  intentions  is 
effefted,  by  mixing  the  epifpaftic  matter,  pre- 
vioufly  powdered,  with  fome  undtuous  compofi- 
tion  of  a  warm  irritating  nature,  or  fpreading 
it  on  the  furface  of  fome  adhefive  plafter,  and 
applying  fuch  compofition  or  plafter  to  the 
part :  the  fecond  and  laft  are  performed  as  in 
other  cafes ;  only  a  lefs  ftimulating  compofition 
fliould  be  employed  for  the  digeftion,  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  irritability  of  the  part  af- 
fcded. 

Relaxation  is  the  defed  of  due  tone  and 
force  in  the  folids ;  by  which  defedt  they  are 
rendered  incapable  af  performing  their  proper 

refpedive 
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refpedive  fundlions.  It  may  be,  either  of  the 
whole  body,  or  particular  parts :  but  it  is  the 
latter  only,  which  is  the  objecl  of  chirurgical 
pradice^  and  confequently  of  regard  here.  It 
may  be  produced  topically,  either  by  great 
fluxion  or  other  difcafes  of  the  parts,  or  by  vio- 
lence done  through  any  extraordinary  diften- 
tion  or  ftretching  :  which  laft  is  ufually  called 
fpraining.  The  intention  of  cure  in  fuch  cafes 
is,  the  bracing,  and  reftoring  due  tenfion  to 
the  fibres :  which  is  effefted  by  the  application 
of  aftringent  and  Simulating  bodies :  and  thefe, 
when  fo  employed,  are  called  corroboratives. 

Convulsion  or  spasmodic  affection  is 
the  laft  of  the  principal  accidents,  to  which  the 
parts  of  human  bodies  are  fubjed:.  It  is  a  dif- 
eafed  ftate  of  the  nerves  3  in  which  their  adlion^ 
with  refpe6l  either  to  it)\{^  or  motion,  is  tem- 
porarily loft  or  perverted*  The  means  of  relief 
ufed  are,  fometimes  the  application  of  ftimu- 
lating  and  invigorating  medicaments  applied 
externally ;  which,  in  fuch  cafe,,  may  be  pro- 
perly called  anttfpafmodics  \  but  more  frequent- 
ly adminiftered  internally  as  the  caufe  moft  ge- 
nerally lies  in  fome  difcafes  of  the  whole 
habit. 

Thefe  are  the  feveral  accidents,  to  which  the 
parts  of  human  bodies  are  fubjed: :  and  the  feve- 
ral mediate  intentions  that  arife  in  the  prevention 
and  cure  of  them,  when  regarded  as  difeafes, 
appear,  according  to  the  obfervations  on  them, 
to  be  the  prevention  of  the  effujion  of  blood Jrom  rup- 
tured or  otherwife  divided  vejjeh  y — the  repelling 
\         .  fimoti-^ 
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fuxion^—the  dijcufjvng  tumours  ; — the   ccrr^ho- 
rating  f^elaxed  or  debilitated  parts ; — the  moUify^ 
ing  infammation  \—the  uniting  divided  parts  by 
agglutinaticn  3 — the  Juppurating  tumours^    cr  the 
fur  face  of  divided  parts  \—the  digefting  idcers ; — 
the  defending  ulcerated^  or  other  difeafed  parts^ 
from  the  injury  of  the  air^    or  unfriendly  fub- 
fiances  *y — the  incarning  ulcers^    or  refioring  the 
flejh  in  defroyed parts  -y—the  cicatrizing  ulceratel 
parts  5 — the  preventing  mortifcatio?2S^  cr  caufng 
feparation  of  the  mortified  parts -y — the  producing 
efcars  or  artificial  mortifications^  by  the  ufe  of  cor- 
rofive  bodies  ; — the  removing  convuljive  afeSiions^ 
cr   other   diforders  of  the  nerves  ; — the  raifing 
blifiers'y — a?2d  the  counteraSfing  the  efi'ecls  ofve-^ 
7ieney  or  contagious  fubfianceSy  by  the  tfe  of  fpe- 
cifics.     From  thefe  intentions  refults  an  ufeful 
method  of  arrangement,    of  medicaments  for 
the  examination  of  their  real  nature ;  to  which 
I  fhall  therefore  have  conftant  retrofpeftlon  in 
my  furvey  of  the  Materia  Medica,  when  I  treat 
of  the  medicinal  qualities  of  the  feveral  fimples 
that  conftitute  it.     Since  w^ithout  fuch  a  dlftinct 
coniideration  of  the  general  nature  of  medica- 
ments in  this  view,  it  is  impoilible  to  under- 
hand the  reafon  of  the  ufe  of  particulars  in  fuch 
manner,  as  may  lead  to  a  fafe  and  cfiicaciouu 
application  of  them,    for  the  cure  of  the  re- 
fpedive  difeafes.     For,  whatever  the  friends  to 
empirical  proceedings  may  advance,  in  favour 
of  the  fuppofed  fufficiency  of  experience  in  the 
nature  of  each  of  the  particulars  confidered  fim- 
plVj  in  the  view  ofjuva?itia  Sf  ladmtia^  without 
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any  theory  refpediing  the  mode  of  their  opera- 
tion; yet  fuch  is  the  diverfity  of  elTential  cir- 
Gumftances  in  cafes  nominally,  and  according  to 
groffer  appearances  the  fame>  that  the  pretend- 
ed knowledge,  gained  from  experience  in  one 
inftance>  avails  but  little  in  another,  without 
the  aid  of  general  principles  giving  light  into 
the  particular  flate  of  the  part  affeded,  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  of  the  attendant  fymptoms, 
and  the  particular  relative  powder  and  adion 
of  the  medicaments  fit  to  be  employed  ^  and 
where  fuch  are  w^anting,  the  pradice  muft 
confequently  be  vague  and  uncertain  ;  perplex- 
ing to  the  practitioner,  and  hazardous  to  the 
patient. 


CHAP.     III. 

Co7tfidcration  of  the  7iature  of  the  medi- 
€ame7^ts  ufed  in  the  p?^aS?ice  of  fu?^- 
gery\  as  clajfed  according  to  the  fe- 
deral general  mediate  intentions    of 
cure. 

CC  O  RD I N  G  to  the  above  view,  given 
in  the  preceding  chapter,  the  medica- 
ments ufed  for  external  application, may  be  clalTed 
in  thefe  feveral  orders,  Jiyptics : — j^epcllents :  — 
difcutients  : — corroboratives : —  emollients : —  ^^- 
ghitinants  : — ftippicratives : — d:ge (lives : — defe?i- 
fatives  :  —  detergents : — incarnatives : — epuktics^ 
or  cicatrizers : — caiijiics : — a?itiJpafmodics : — epi'- 
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fpafltcs^  or  veficcatories  : — and  fpecijics,   or  cer-^ 
taiit  ajiomalcus  kinds :  to  fome  of  which  names! 
are  given,  as  mitipforics,  afhrodifiacs,  &c.    There 
is,  indeed,  another  clafs  of  medicaments,  fub- 
lervient    to  the   cure  of  topical  difeafes,   mod 
generally  added ;    and  which    was  confidered 
formerly  as  the  principal.     It  is,  that  of  balfa- 
mics^  or  vuhieraries.     But  as   this  diflindlion  is 
founded  on  the  erroneous  notion  of  a  power  in 
bodies  of  healing,  or  reftonng,  wounded  or  in- 
jured parts,  on  the  principles  above  mentioned, 
that  have  not,    in  fad:,  any  exiflence,  I  have 
omitted  to   enumerate  fuch  a  clafs,  amongft 
the  others,  which  have   a  real  ground  in  the 
operation,  that  certain  kinds  of  fubflances  adlu* 
ally  have,  relatively  to  the  accidents  to  which 
the  parts  of  animals  are  fobjeft.     I  fhall,  how- 
ever, after  having  (hewn  the  diftind:  nature  of 
each  of  the  trule  clafTes,  as  it  arifes  from  the  re- 
lation that  medicaments  have  to  the  accidents  to 
v/hich  the  parts  of  animals  are  fubjed,  accord- 
ing to  the  dodrine  before  laid  down,    touch 
alfo  on  this,  in  order  to  explain  what  is  meant 
fay  it;  as  well  as  the  reafons  v^hy  it  ought  to  be 
rejefted. 

The  medicaments  ufed  internally,  for  the 
cure  of  topical  difeafes,  may  be  claffed,  as  ca-- 
thartics  i — fudorifcs  : — diuretics  i--^  emetics  :^ — 
emmenagogues  : — cordials : — dijjolvents  : — re^^o- 
ra fives : —  ajiriijgents  : —  antifpafmodics :  —  and, 
according  to  many  writers,  difciitients-^  and  baU 
famics  or  imlneraries. 
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Styptics  are,  fuch  medicaments  as  are  ufed 
to  flop  efFufions  of  blood  from  ruptured  or  di- 
vided veiTels.  They,  therefore,  confift  of  fuch 
fubftances,  as  either  clofe  the  blood-veflels  by 
their  conftringing  power ;  as  fpirit  of  wine  and 
alum :  or  choak  up  the  orifices  by  the  coagu* 
lation  of  the  blood  5  as  vinegar,  or  other  acid^, 
and  vitriolic  falts  j  or  fimply  by  their  own  fub- 
ftance,  as  wheaten  flower,  or  lint. 

Repellents  are,  fuch  medicaments  as  are 
ufed  to  prevent  and  remove  fluxion :  which  they 
do  by  their  conftridive  power  on  the  veffels.  In 
this  intention,  therefore,  are  applied,  acid,  au- 
ftere,  refrigerating  bodies  ;  fuch  as  vinegar^ 
Ipirit  of  wine,  and  fugar  of  lead. 

Discutients  are,  fuch  medicaments  as  are 
ufed  to  attenuate  and  difiblve  the  concreted  or  co- 
agulated matter  in  fixt  tumours  ^  or  to  incite  fuch 
an  aftion  in  the  folids,  in  the  cafe  of  thofe  where 
the  obftrudling  matter  is  vifcid  and  pituitous,  but 
yet  in  fuch  a  flate  of  fluidity,  as  may  admit  of 
their  propelling  it  forwards,  as  may  overcome  the 
obftrudion  j  and  remove  the  tumour.  Difcutients 
are^  therefore,  of  two  kinds ;  of  which  the  firft 
may  be  fuppofed  to  ad  on  the  matter  itfelf ;  and 
the  other  on  the  veflTels  containing  it.     Of  the 
firft  of  thefe  kinds  are,  alkaline  falts,  and  other 
diflblving  bodies :  but  though  fuch  are  fome- 
times  ufed  in  this  intention,  their  efficacy  is  ne- 
Vcrthelefs   very   precarious.     Since,   fuppofing 
them   to  have   this  diffolving  power  on  trhe 
matter  of  the  tumour  intended  to  be  difcufled., 
if  they  v/ere  adually  conveyed  to  it^  they  cannot 
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eafily  find  their  way  to  it  through  the  mem- 
branes, or  other  interpofmg  parts.  The  other 
kind  conlifts  of  mercury  5  fulphureous  mineral 
waters  ;  the  parts  of  many  plants,  as  alfo  the 
balfam  or  etherial  oil  extracted  from  them ;  cam- 
phor; or  any  other  matter  penetrating,  and 
gently  ftimulating  ;  and  they  are,  as  conflant 
experience  fhews,  much  more  effedlual  than 
the  other  in  the  cafes  where  difcutients  can 
avail. 

Corroboratives  are,  fuch  medicaments 
as  areufed  for  reftoring  the  due  tone  and  vigour 
to  parts  relaxed,  or  other  wife  debilitated.  They 
conlift,  therefore,  of  fubaftringent,  or  gently 
ftimulating  applications  ;  as  colcothar,  warm 
gums^  fpirit  of  winfe,  and  vinegar.  But,  when 
thoie  of  a  folid  confiftence  are  ufed,  they  are 
conjoined,  for  the  corredion  of  their  adtion 
and  more  commodious  application  of  them,  to 
undluous  fubftances ;  or  fuch  compofitions  as 
come  within  the  clafs  of  defenfatives.  The 
life  of  fuch  corroborative  medicaments  is,  how- 
ever, at  prefent  much  lelTened :  cold  or  hot 
water  removing  mofl  effedlually  the  relaxation 
of  the  ligaments ;  and  other  cafes  not  giving 
frequently  occafion  to  applications  in  this  in- 
tention. 

Emollients  are,  fuch  medicaments  as  are 
ufed  for  the  diminifhing  inflammation  in  any 
part.  They  confift  in  fuch  fubftances  as  are 
capable  of  relaxing  the  animal  fibres  ;  and  may 
be,  either  of  an  aqueous,  mucilaginous,  or 
oily   kind  :    but,   in  order    that  the   aqueous 
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/hould  poilefs  this  quality,  it  is  neceffary,  that 
they  be  warm,  or  of  a  tepid  degree  of  heat  ^ 
lince  being  either  cold,  or  fo  hot  as  to  give  an 
uneafy  fenfation,  they  have  a  quite  contrary 
effedl  ;  conftringing  and  irritating,  according 
to  the  intenfenefs  of  the  degree  of  heat  or 
cold. 

Agglutin  ANTS  are,  fuch  medicaments  as  are 
nfed  in  the  intention  of  healing  without  fuppu- 
ration  (according  to  what  was  before  delivered, 
page  3 1 .)     They  confift  In  fuch  fubftances,  as 
by  their  glutinous  and  adheiive  texture  prevent 
the  difcharge  of  the  humours  from  the  veflelsof 
the  divided  parts ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  hold 
them  together  in  one  michanged  pofition,  that 
they  may  unite   and  conjoin,   on  that  princi- 
ple by  which  all  the  parts  of  animals  tend  to 
grow  together,  when  their  furfaces  are  brought 
clofe  to  each  other  under  the  f!ate  of  inflamma- 
tion.    The  medicaments  ufed  in  this  intention 
are  compofitions  in  general  of  dillblved  ifinglafs, 
or  other  fuch  glutinous  matter,  with  ibme  of 
the  balfams  of  plants :  to  which  laft  kind  of  in- 
gredients,  a  power  of  healing  was  formerly 
erroneoufly  imputed;  and  the  fuccefs  of  the 
ctompoiition  falfely  afcribed.      This  intention 
is,  at  prefent,  rarely  perfued  in  regular  praftice: 
at  leaft  in  any  other   manner,  than  barely  by 
holding  the  parts  together  by  proper  bandage, 
or  ligature  ;  which  method  leaves  nature  at  li- 
berty,   either    to  make    an  inftant    union    of 
the  parts,  or  to    form  a   difcharge   requifite. 
Tke    application  of    glutinous   medicaments, 
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which  was  the  former  ufage,  on  the  contrary 
obflruding  her  efforts  to  this  end ;  and  locking 
up  the  humour  that  ought  to  be  evacuated,  as 
well  as  any  foreign  matter  which  might  have 
been  conveyed  into  the  wound  in  the  manner 
of  its  production. 

SuppuRATivES  are,  fuch  medicaments  as 
are  applied  externally  in  order  to  promote  that 
change  and  maturation  in  tumours  which  pro- 
duces pus.  They  are  of  various  kinds,  as  will 
appear  from  what  was  before  explained  with 
refpedt  to  fuppuration,  according  to  the  circum- 
flances  of  the  cafe  with  refpecft  to  the  inflamma- 
tion and  fluxion :  for  when  they  are  great,  the 
fuppuration  is  moft  promoted  by  the  ufe  of  re- 
laxing and  unduous  fubftances ;  as  infipid  oils, 
warm  milk  and  mucilages :  but  where  the  in- 
flammation and  fluxion  being  more  fparing,  the 
maturation  proceeds  too  flowly  on  that  fcore, 
the  ufe  of  gentle  ftimulants,  fuch  as  the  warm 
gums,  balfams,  or  effential  oils,  mixt  with 
un(H:uous  or  adhelive  bodies,  are  employed 
with  efficacy :  and  handling  the  tumour  fre- 
quently, or  other  external  violence,  is  found 
likewife  to  conduce  to  the  fame  end.  It  is  pre- 
fumed,  likewife,  that  the  application  of  oily 
and  unftuous  fubftances  promotes  fuppuration, 
by  clogging  the  pores  ,  and  obftrufting  the  dif- 
charge  of  the  matter  of  perfpiration  :  and,  mofl 
probably,  with  reafon,  in  fome  cafes :  fince 
nature  makes  efforts  in  general,  to  throw  off 
obftruding  fubftances  by  the  external  emunc- 
tories ;  which  is  prevented  by  the  accumulation 
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of  fuch  humours  in  the  veflels,  as  nioft  con- 
duce to  fuppuration.  The  fuftion  of  the  air- 
pump  is  alfo  fometimes  employed  in  this  inten- 
tion J  which,  in  fome  circumftances,  may  ad: 
by  increafmg  the  fluxion  ;  but  moft  commonly 
only  by  promoting  the  inflammation,  by  the 
violence  done  to  the  parts. 

Digestives  are,  fuch  medicaments  as  arq 
ufed,  in  order  to  the  changing  the  crude  matter 
difcharged  by  any  ulcer  to  laudable  pus.  They 
muft  confequently,  according  to  what  was  be- 
fore laid  down,  be  fubftances  that  have  a  gently 
ftimulating  effedl ;  and  are  capable  of  promoting 
the  inflammation :  fuch  as  terebinthinate,  or 
balfamic,  and  gummous  fubftances  of  vegeta- 
bles. But  in  order  to  reftrain  them  from  acting 
too  powerfully ;  as  well  as  for  rendering  them 
of  a  commodious  confiftence  for  application  j 
they  are  combined  with  oily  and  fevous  bodies, 
and  wax.  The  moft  generally  ufeful  digeftives 
are,  therefore,  fuch  compolitions  of  unctuous 
and  ftimulating  bodies,  as  fuff'er  the  irritating 
power  of  die  latter  to  prevail,  in  a  fmall  degree, 
oyer  the  relaxing  eflFedt  of  the  former:  in  which 
cafe,  the  compofition  anfwers  the  double  end 
of  a  defenfative  and  digeftive ;  but  where  in- 
flammation is  more  wanting,  as  for  the  fepa- 
ration  of  fmall  mortified  parts,  as  in  the  cafe 
of  burns  and  lacerations ;  or  where  oedematous 
humours  are  in  queftion ;  the  compofitions  where 
the  ftimulating  power  is  greater  becomes  pro- 
per :  and  it  is  common  in  pracftice  to  increafe 
the  force  of  the  medicaments  in  this  intention, 
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by  applying  them  hot  to  the  wounded  or  ulcer« 
ated  part. 

Detergents  are,  fuch  medicaments  as  are 
applied  for  correding  the  vitiated  ftate  of  ulcers 
when  foul  and  faniou^  ^  and  bringing  them  to 
difcharge  laudable  pus.     This  intention  arifes 
principally  where  the  foulnefs  is  not  produced 
from  the  depravity  of  the  humours  in  the  ha- 
bit, but  by  the  ftate  of  the  ulcer  itfelf,   from 
parts  unequally  inflamed  and  mortified  -,  which 
produce  a  putrid  matter,  that  exedes  afrefh; 
and  keeps  the  ulcer  from  arriving  at  one  due 
and  equal  inflammation  throughout  the  whole 
furface.     The  fubftances,    therefore,    ufed  in 
this  intention  are,  fuch  as  are  more  powerfully 
ftimulating,  or  gently  efcarotic  :  as  verdegrife ; 
folutions  of  the  vitriols  ;  faline  preparations  of* 
mercury  ;  or  fometimes  tindure  of  myrrh,  and 
the  warm  parts  of  vegetables :  which  either, 
acting  as  cauftics,  deftroy  the  vitlous  parts  of  the 
ulcers,  and  produce  a  new  and  equal  furface ; 
or,  inciting  inflammation  in  a  greater  degree 
than  digeftives,  occaiion  the  floughing  of  the 
mortified  molecute ;  and  bring  the  whole  of  the 
ulcerated   parts  to  a  fimilar  ftate   with  each 
other. 

Incarnatives  are,  fuch  medicaments  as 
are  ufed  to  promote  the  growth  and  increafe  of 
new  flefh  in  ulcers.  It  may  be  well  doubted, 
however,  whether  any  of  thofe  generally  deem- 
ed fo  be  really  of  a  different  nature,  with  re-- 
fpe6t  to  their  a6lion  on  ulcerated  parts,  froHi 
digeftives  and  defenfatives.     For  when  any  ul- 
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cerated  part  Is  in  llich  a  right  itate,  that  it  pro-* 
duces  laudable  pus,  the  dilpofition,  which  feem^ 
univerfal  in  nature,  to  reflore  the  loft  fleih,  im- 
mediately takes  place  ;  and  the  germina  of  new 
flefh  are  produced ;  if  the  part  be  defended  from 
external  injury.     Thofe   medicaments,   there-^ 
fore,  which  bring  the  ulcer  to  a  right  ftate,  ia 
relation  to  the  difchai  ge  of  pus,  and  promote  ne- 
cefiarily  incarnation,  may  therefore  be  confider- 
ed,  in  that  light,  as  incarnatives,  in  the  cafe  of 
ulcers,  where  a  due  difcharge  can  be  procured. 
Since  though  the  growth  of  flefh  may  be  feem- 
ingly  accelerated,  as  it  may  be  by  the  ufe  of 
undtuous  applications  of  a  relaxing  nature,  yet 
inflead  of  the  folid  durable  fiefh  other  wife  form- 
ed, a  bloated  fungous  kind  arifes  ^  which,  foon 
afterwards  decaying,  fouls,  or  unduly  inflames 
the  ulcer;    and  prevents  the  due  incarnation, 
and  cicatrizing.     Accordingly,  in  the  modern 
improved  pradice,  where  the  fuperfluous  me-^ 
dicaments,  formerly  in  ufe,  are  rejected,  ulcers 
of  a  kindly  nature  are,  during  the  incarnation 
only,  defended  from  the  air  by  lint,  or  other 
fuch  foft  inadive  covering  ;  or  gentle  digeftives 
are  ufed  and  fucceeded  only  by  cicatrizers.    But 
there  are,  neverthelefs,  inftances  where,  from  a 
defeat  of  purulent  difcharge,  ulcers  will  remain 
obdurate,  in  confequence  of  a  total  want  of  in-^ 
carnation  ;  and,  in  fuch  cafes,  thofe  un^Suous 
fubftances,    which   produce    lungous   flefh   in 
kindly  ulcers,  will  caufe  the  growth  of  good ; 
^nd  cure  the  ulcer,  when  all  other  means  fail, 
guph  fubftances   are;^    therefore,  properly  the 

true 
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true  incarnatives ;  and  the  fevous  fat  of  fhcep, 
deer,  or  oxen,  perfedly  free  from  rancidity,  and 
ufed  fimply,  will  avail  equally  well  with  any  other. 

Defensatives  are,  fuch  medicaments  as 
are  employed  for  the  fecuring  and  preferving 
ulcerated,  or  other  difordered  parts,  from  the 
injury  of  the  air  or  external  bodies.  They 
confift  chiefly  in  compolitions,  in  the  form  of 
plafters,  compounded  of  red  lead  and  litharge : 
or  of  cerates,  formed  of  oil  and  wax ;  and  are,  in 
fad:,  in  the  due  ftate  of  ulcers,  the  only  proper 
incarnatives ;  being  the  only  medicaments  fit  to 
be  applied  in  the  cafe  of  fuch,  where  the  cir- 
cumftances  give  room  for  no  other  intention  of 
cure  but  incarnation. 

Epulotics  or  cicatrizers  are,  fuch  me- 
dicaments as  are  ufed  for  promoting  the  growth 
of  dry  Ikin,  over  any  ulcerated  part,  after  the 
incarnation  is  perfed:.  They  are,  in  fad,  only 
gentle  repellents,  as  lapis  calamtnaris^  or  tutty, 
that  conftringe  the  fibres,  and  diminifh  the  dif- 
charge,  commixt  with  relaxing  unduous  bodies; 
as  hog'.s  lard,  or  other  fevous  fubftances.  In 
the  cafe  of  blifters,  burns,  or  other  large  fur- 
faces,  cabbage  leaves  were  formerly  in  vulgar 
ufe ;  which,  by  their  refrigerating  effed,  re- 
pelled all  the  remaining  flux  of  humours. 

Caustics  or  escarotics  are,  fuch  medica- 
ments as  are  employed  for  the  deftroying  the  or- 
ganization or  texture  of  parts,  to  which  they  are 
applied,  in  the  fame  manner  as  would  be  effeded 
by  burning  heat ;  and,  confequently,  inducing 
^  mortification,  and  feparaticn  of  them  5  which 

in 


jtS  .T  h  e  o  r  y  o  f 

in  this  cafe,  as  well  as  in  that  of  actual  burning, 
is  called  an  efcar.  They  may  confequently 
be  any  fuch  bodies  as  corrode  the  folids :  but 
it  is  neceflary  they  be  of  fuch  nature  that 
their  aftion  be  powerful,  and  yet  at  the  fame 
time  capable  of  being  reftrained  to  the  part  on 
which  they  are  intended  immediately  to  ad; : 
as  otherwife  they  bring  great  inflammation  and 
diforder  on  the  continuous  parts.  Opium  is, 
therefore,  fometiraes  joined  to  compolitions  for 
cauftics :  but  its  external  efficacy,  in  this  cafe,  is 
not  equal  to  that  which  it  has  in  others  internal- 
ly, and  it  is  of  more  moment,  with  regard  to  the 
avoiding  inflammation,  to  make  a  due  choice 
and  compofition  of  the  corrofive  matter  em- 
ployed ;  avoiding  the  too  free  ufe  of  faline 
matter}  and  fubfl:ituting  a  mixture  of  calcaneus 
earth  and  fope,  with  fuch  proportion  of  falts  as 
may  actuate  the  corrofive  power  of  the  other 
ingredients  to  a  due  degree,  without  abounding 
fo,  as  to  diflblve  and  fpread  beyond  the  limits 
afligned  to  the  efcar.  There  are,  however,  va- 
rious kinds  of  corrofive  matter  ufed  as  cau- 
flics  ;  and  each  may  have  their  advantage  on 
different  occafions. 

Epispastics  or  vesiccatories  are,  medica- 
ments employed  to  raife  blifl:ers  on  the  fkin, 
in  order  to  procure  a  quick  and  large  difcharge 
of  matter.  The  fubftances  which  have  the 
power  of  doing  this,  are  peculiar  to  certain  kinds 
of  animals ;  a^  the  cantharides,  or  Spanifh  flies ; 
earth  worms  ;  and  millepedes  :  but  being  in  a 
confiderable  degree  in  cantharides  only,  they 

alone 
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alone  are  employed  in  external  application ;  and 
are  ufed,  either  in  fubftancc  compounded  with 
other  ingredients,  in  the  form  of  an  unguent ; 
or  fpread  on  the  furface  of  an  adhefive  plafter : 
or  in  the  form  of  an  extradl  made  by  codion  in 
water,  and  fubfequent  evaporation  s  or  of  tinc- 
ture in  fpirit  of  wine :  in  all  which  forms,  they 
may  be  made  to  anfwer  the  end  effeftually. 

Antispasmodics,  when  underftood  as  me- 
dicaments externally  applied,  are,  fuch  as,  by 
their  irritating  and  warming  power,  remove  con- 
vulfions,  and  reftore  fenfation  and  due  power 
of  motion  to  the  affefted  part.  Thofe,  that 
are  commonly  ufed,  confift  principally  in  vege- 
table fubftances :  which  are,  either  warm  fti- 
mulating  oils  extracted  from  the  parts  of  the 
plants ;  or  the  parts  of  the  plants  themfelves,  in 
their  natural  ftate,  which  abound  in  fuch  oils : 
as  muftard  feed.  But  cantharides,  applied,  in 
the  fame  intention,  to  the  part  affedted,  is  greatly 
fuperior  in  efficacy  to  any  vegetable  producftions. 
The  vegetable  antifpafmodics  are  fometimes 
ufed  in  a  fimple  ftate,  but  more  generally  com- 
bined with  aqueous  or  unftuous  fubftances,  in. 
the  form  of  plafters,  or  cataplafms ;  and  are 
of  moft  avail  in  paralytic  cafes  :  in  which, 
however,  they  muft  give  way  to  the  epifpaftic 
matter  of  cantharides :  which,  when  ufed  in 
this  intention,  may  be  extracted,  either  by 
coition  in  water,  of  by  fpirit  of  wine  in  the 
form  of  tindure. 

VuLNERARiES,  or  BALSAMics,  havc  been 
made  ufually  a  clafs  of  medicaments  to  be  em- 
ployed 
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ployed  for  the  cure  of  topical  difeafes :  and  they 
are  fuch  fubftances,  as  are  fuppofcd  to  have  the 
power  of  healing  wounds,  and  reftcring  a  fane 
Hate  to  difordered  parts,  by  their  own  imme- 
diate action.    Modern  obfervation  has,  never- 
thelefs,  difcovered,  that  healing,  or  the  reftora- 
tion  of  wounded  or  ulcerated  parts,  does  not  de- 
pend on  the  properties  of  exterior  bodies,  ap- 
plied to  fuch  parts  5  but  on  certain  proceffes  (as 
l3efore  explained,  page  3 1  and  35,)  inffituted  by 
nature  to  that  end,  as  a  part  of  the  animal  oeco- 
nomy,  which  always  take  place,  unlefs  when 
prevented  by  fome  accident  attendant  on  the 
circumftance  of  the  wound  or  diforder  itfelf, 
produced  by  fome  exterior  caufe ;  or  refulting 
from  the  difeafed  ftate  of  the  conftitution.     For 
where  a  folution  of,  continuity  is  made,  as  was 
before  obfcrved,  either  the  part  heals  by  agglu- 
tination,   on   the  principle,  which  is  general, 
that  all  inflamed  parts  appofed  to  each  other 
tend  to  unite ;  or  fuppuration  naturally  follows; 
and  on  the  produftion  of  laudable   pus,    new 
flefh  is  generated  to  reftore,  as  far  as  may,  the 
deficient  parts  that  are  deftroyed  :  after  which,  a 
dry  (kin  is  formed,  and  compleats  the  healing 
procefs.    This,    therefore,    being   the  fponta- 
neous    w^ork  of  nature,    medicaments  are  no 
otherwife  fubfervient  to  the  healing  intention, 
than  by  preventing,  or  removing  the  efFefts  of 
thofe  accidents,  that  would  otherwife  impede 
the  operation  :  which  does  not  depend  on  any 
iingle  property,  fuch  as  the  balfamic  power  of 
bodies   is   prefumed   to  be ;    but  on  different, 
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mid  even  oppofite  qualities,  according  to  the  va- 
rying circumftances  of  the  cafe :  and  nothing 
can,  confequently,  be  faid  in  bodies  to  contri- 
bute immediately  to  healing,  but  the  adheiive 
power,  as  was  before  explained,  of  fuch  as  may 
be  deemed  aggiutinants. 

Thefe  are  the  fcveral  clafTes  of  external  me- 
dicaments, as  conlidered  according  to  the  me- 
diative  intentions  of  cure  in  topical  difeafes :  the 
internal  are  as  follow  : 

Cathartics  or  purgatives  are,  fuch  me- 
dicaments as  promote  evacuation  by  flool :  they 
are  diflinguifhed,  according  to  the  force  of  their 
adion,  into  drajlic   and  cccoprotic.     The   firft 
being  more  violent;    and  fuppofed  to  ad  by 
operation  on  the  mafs  of  humours  in  the  whole 
habit  :    the  other  gentle,  and  producing  its  ef- 
fed  only  by  irritating  the  glands   of  the  in- 
teftines,  in  its  palTage  through  the  prima  via. 
But  it  is  dubious,  whether  there  really  be  any 
fuch  difference  in  the  adion  of  cathartic  medi- 
caments :  and  whether  both  do  not  principally 
produce  their  effed,    after  having  been  com- 
mixt  with  the  blood  by  the  fyftem  of  circ^ila- 
tion ;  and  carried  to  the  glands  of  the  inteftines, 
in  the  courfe  of  fecretion.     The  draftic  cathar- 
tics confift,  either  in  the  refinous,  or  gummcus 
parts  of  vegetables ;  or  preparations  of  metallic 
bodies :   the  eccoprotic  in  faline  preparations ; 
and  fome   vegetable  produdions;    as  manna^ 
the  pulp  of  caffia,  and  others  of  a  faccharinc 
nature. 

Sudd- 
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SCDORiFics,  called  alfoDiAPHORET  I cs>  arCji 
fuch  medicaments  as  augment  fenfible  perfpi- 
ration,  or  caufe  fweating.  There  have  been 
a  great  variety  of  fpecies  of  fubftances  ufed 
in  this  intention  :  as  all  warm  ffimulating  oils 
of  vegetables,  which  invigorate  the  circula-* 
tion ;  and  alfo  many  gummous  and  relinous 
fubftances  of  vegetables ;  together  with  many 
preparations  of  the  metallic  bodies,  which  have 
this  quality  in  fome  circumftances;  but  moft  ge- 
nerally conjoined  with  that  of  adling  as  emetics 
and  cathartics.  Opiates  alfo,  in  many  cafes, 
greatly  promote  this  evacuation :  as  do  alfo 
warm  fluids  of  the  moft  inadlive  nature ;  and 
even  cold  water,  taken  in  an  uncommon  quan- 
tity. But  yet,  the  effedl  of  all  thefe  fubftances 
is  fo  uncertain  in  this  point,  that  they  cannot  be 
properly  faid  to  be  indued  with  a  fudorific  qua^* 
lity,  in  the  fame  manner  as  cathartics,  and 
emetics,  poiTefs  thofe  of  purging  and  vomit- 
ing. The  moft  effedlual  and  conftant  fudorifics 
hitherto  known  are,  compofitions  of  opiate  fub- 
ftances, with  the  moft  irritating  of  the  vegeta-- 
ble,  or  metallic,  cathartics,  or  emetics;  but  par- 
ticularly epecacuana,  the  compofition  of  which 
with  opium  is  ufed,  atprefent,  under  the  name 
of  Dover's  pov/der ;  and  is  of  the  greateft  avail 
in  this  intention.  For  the  ftimulating  aftion  of 
the  epecacuana  on  the  nerves  and  glands  of  the 
ftomach  and  inteftines,  being  reftrained  by  the' 
opiate^  falls  on  thofe  of  the  fkin  ;  and  feldom 
fails,  under  the  proper  circumftances,  to  pro-^ 
duce  copious,  and  even  profufe  fwcats. 

DiuRr:^- 
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Diuretics  are,  fueh  medicaments  as  caufe 
an  extraordinary  difcharge  of  urine.  They 
confift  moftly  in  falts,  and  fome  vegetable  fub-* 
ftances :  but  metallic  bodies  alfo,  on  fome  oc- 
cafions,  exert  this  quality,  though  in  common 
with  that  of  caufing  other  evacuations.  They 
are  of  lefs  general  ufe  in  the  cure  of  topical  dif- 
cafes,  than  thofe  of  the  foregoing  clailes ;  ex- 
cept in  diforders  of  the  parts  which  relate  to  the 
iecretion  of  urine;  or  in  the  cafe  of  hydropic  tu- 
mours, and  oedematous  ulcers,  where  they  are, 
however,  frequently  extremely  neceflary. 

Emetics  are,  fuch  medicaments  as  caufe 
vomiting.  The  moft  powerful  are  preparations 
of  metallic  bodies  :  but  the  vegetable  fyfteo* 
furnifhes  likewife  many ;  fome  of  v/hich,  for 
their  gentlenefs,  joined  to  an  equally  certain 
power  of  action,  are,  in  moft  inftancbs,  pre- 
ferable to  the  others.  They  are,  when  em- 
ployed in  the  cafe  of  topical  difeafes,  moft  fre- 
quently ufed  where  a  quick  revulfion  and  deriva- 
tion of  the  humours  are  required,  on  account 
of  too  great  fluxion  in  parts  liable  to  great  in- 
flammation, or  other  injury  from  it :  and  in 
fuch  cafes  are  found  to  be  very  efficacious ; 
producing  their  effect  much  fooner  than  any 
other  artificial  evacuation,  except  copious  bleed- 
ing :  which  cannot  be  always  allowed  in  a  de- 
gree adequate  to  the  occafion. 

Emmenagogues  are,  fuch  medicaments  as 
are  ufed  to  excite  the  difcharge  of  the  menfes, 
when  wanting,  or  defedive  in  the  natural  and 
due  degree.     They  Gonfift  moftly  in  ftimulating 

fub- 
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fubftances,  either  metallic,  vegetable,  or  fallric ; 
of  which  fteel,  whether  naturally  or  artificially 
combined  with  fuch  other  bodies,  as  may  carry 
it  with  them  into  the  habit,  is  moft  powerfuL 
The  ufe  of  emmenagogues  for  the  cure  of  topical 
difeafes  is,  where  fuch  difeafes  take  their  rife 
from  the  obftrudion  of  the  catamenia :  in  which 
cafes  they  are  general  obdurate  till  the  caufe  be 
removed  by  nature  or  art. 

Cordials  are,  fuch  medicaments  as,  when 
taken  internally,  remove  that  languor  of  the 
folids,  and  confequential  lentor  in  the  fluids^ 
which  the  depreffed  adlion  of  the  nerves  pro- 
duce* They  confift  in  fuch  vegetable  fubftan- 
ces,  either  natural  or  prepared,  as  abound  with 
the  inflammable  principle,  or  phlogifton ;  either 
in  the  form  of  oil,  or  fpirit :  which,  fecming 
to  furnifh  a  pabulum  to  the  vital  fire,  promotes 
the  circulation,  exhiierates  the  mind,  and  invigo- 
rates every  animal  action.  Cordials  may,  there- 
fore, be  feme  times  rendered  fubfervient  to  the 
cure  of  topical  difeafes ;  when,  through  inani- 
tion, fatigue,  or  other  caufe  of  depreflion  of  the 
nervous  power,  there  is  fuch  a  debility  in  the 
animal  action,  that  the  means  fail  of  redifying 
thofe  diforders  of  particular  parts ;  for  which 
otherwife  nature  has  made  a  provifion  in  her 
Hate  of  due  vigour :  as  in  the  inflances  of  fuppu- 
ration  and  feparation. 

Dissolvents  are,  fuch  medicaments  as 
change  tiie  texture  or  confiftence  of  humoursr 
concreted  in  the  interior  parts,  fo  to  render 
them  capable  of  being  excreted,  or  rcabforbed. 

There 


Chirurgical  Pharmacy.  65 
There  are  many  fubftances  to  which  this  power 
has  been  afcrlbed  j  but  on  examination,  jult: 
ground  will  be  wanting  for  fuch  an  opinion, 
with  refped  to  the  far  greateft  part.  Some 
vegetable  fubftances^  and  all  faline  bodies  have, 
however^  this  quality  in  a  greater  or  lefs  de- 
gree :  but  alkaline  falts  muft  be  efteemed  the 
principal.  Metallic  bodies  have  alfo  frequently 
a  difTolving  effed:,  as  fteel  on  the  bilious  concre- 
tions ;  though  not  immediately  by  their  own 
adlion  on  the  body  itfelf  to  be  diiTolved ;  but 
by  making  fuch  a  change  in  the  crafis  of  the 
blood  and  fecreted  humours,  that  fuch  humours 
themfelves  acquire  the  powei'  of  affimilating 
and  correding  the  vitiated  colle^ftions  in  the 
glands,  or  refervoirs  of  the  fecreted  matter  5  and 
do  the  office  of  dilfolvents. 

Restoratives,  when  confidered  as  inter- 
nal medicaments,  are  fuch  fubftances  as  are 
moft  nutritive,  and  tend  to  relieve  from  that 
debility  which  inanition  or  an  impoverifhed 
ftate  of  the  blood  produce.  But,  as  conle- 
quently  they  are,  in  fa<5l:,  only  thofe  fubftances 
which  afford  a  copious  proportion  of  fuqh  chyle 
as  will  fooneft  alfimilate  with  the  blood  s  and 
muft  be  taken  in  a  coniiderable  quantity ;  they 
ought  rather  to  be  deemed,  for  the  moft  part, 
to  be  diet^  than  medicaments.  The  regimen  of 
fuch  diet  is,  however,  various  in  different  cafes: 
being  fometimes  properly  preparations  of  animal 
fubftances  3  fometimes  of  ladteous  or  vegetable. 
The  jelly,  extracted  from  the  cartilaginous  or 
corneous  parts  of  animals,  is  generally  fuppofed 
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to  be  one  of  the  moft  principal  fubftances  uCtd 
in  this  intention  ;  but  without  reafon  :  as  it 
does  not  fupply  a  larger  proportion  of  oil,  the 
proper  alimentary  matter ;  but  of  earth  and  the 
animal  gluten :  and,  therefore,  not  contributing 
to  general  nutrition,  ought  not  to  be  eHeemed 
as  reftorative.  There  is,  indeed,  a  peculiar  in- 
tention of  a  limilar  kind,  which  is  the  promo- 
tion of  the  growth  of  the  callous  in  the  reunion 
of  fradured  bones,  to  which  this  matter  is  faid 
greatly  to  conduce ;  and  perhaps  with  reafon. 

Astringents,  when  confidered  as  internal 
medicaments,  are,  fuch  fubftances,  as,  by  their 
conftridlive  power  and  aufterity,  clofe  or  ftraiten 
the  mouths  of  dilated  veflels.  They  are  nearly 
allied  to  ftyptics  ^  and,  when  adminiftered  in 
the  intention  of  diminiihing  hasmorrhages,  are 
really  fo.  The  particular  fmiples  ufed  in  this 
view  are,  parts  of  vegetables,  as  the  balauftines 
or  pomegranate  flowers,  acacia,  or  the  gum- 
reiin,  improperly  called  Urrajaponica  ;  or  mi- 
neral fubftances,  as  alum,  or  lead  formed  into 
a  fait  by  combination  with  vinegar  :  but  the 
laft  is,  with  great  impropriety,  adminiftred  in- 
ternally: having  fometimes  very  injurious,  and 
irremediable  effeds  on  the  glands,  particularly 
the  kidneys. 

DiscuTiENTs  have  been  enumerated,  by 
fome,  as  a  clafs  of  medicaments  for  the  cure  of 
topical  difeafes  by  internal  adminiftration  :  but 
whatever  can  be  ufed  in  this  intention,  will  fall 
under  one  of  the  two  foregoing  claifes  of  de- 
obftruents  or  difiblvtfnts ;  and  therefore  does  not 
require  a  particular  diviiion*  Anti- 
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Antispasmodics, confidered  as  internal  me- 
dicaments, are,  neverthelefs,  the  fame  as  thofe 
ufed  externally :  being  fuch  as  are  employed  in 
the  intention  of  removing  paralytic,  or  other 
convulfive  afFedions  of  the  nerves,  by  their 
ftimulating  and  invigorative  power.  The  fame 
fubflances,  likewife,  are  ufed  in  either  man- 
ner of  application ;  and  confift  principally  in 
the  parts  of  vegetables,  that  abound  in  etherial 
oil  and  volatile  falts :  as  valerian,  muftard,  &c.: 
but  thefe  yield  greatly,  in  point  of  efficacy,  to 
cantharides  :  vv^hich,  notwithilanding  former 
prejudices,  may  be,  with  due  caution,  adcni- 
niftered  internally  with  great  fafety. 

VuLNERARiEsor  BALSAMics have  alfo been 
made  a  clafs  of  internal  medicaments  fubfer- 
vient  to  the  cure  of  topical  difeafes  :  but  what 
was  before  faid  with  relation  to  them,  in  the 
cafe  of  external  medicaments,  avails  in  a  yet 
greater  degree  with  rcfpecft  to  internal  ufe.  For, 
if  there  were  any  fubftances  that  had  a  healing 
power,  when  immediately  applied  to  wounded 
or  difeafed  parts,  yet  there  is  not  the  leafl  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  that  they  would  be  conveyed^, 
by  the  means  of  the  circulation,  to  fuch  part 
in  any  proportion  adequate  to  the  intention : 
but  that,  on  the  contrary,  a  cliange  would  be 
wrought  on  the  fabftance  by  digeftion  and  cir- 
culation, and  the  commixture  of  it  v/ith  the 
various  humours  of  the  body,  that  would  de- 
ftroy  the  property  on  which  this  power  depend- 
ed. On  thefe  juft  grounds,  therefore,  the  im- 
proved modern  pradl:ice  has  rightly  rejecT:ed  the 
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ufe  of  internal,  as  well  as  external  medica- 
ments, in  the  intention  of  healing  any  peculiar 
topical  difeafes  through  balfamic  or  vulnerary 
power  :  confidering  medicines  as  conducing  to 
that  end,  only  by  their  rectifying  thofe  difor- 
ders  ift  the  general  habit,  or  particular  parts, 
which  may  obftruft  or  pervert  the  natural  pro- 
cefles  inftituted  by  nature  in  the  animal  cecono- 
my  to  fuch  end. 


CHAP.    IV. 

Of   the   Materia    Cbirurgo-Medka  in 

ge7uraL 

THE  Materia CHiRURGO-MEDiCACon- 
fifts  of  every  thing,  that  is,  or  may  be 
ufed  as  a  medicament,  either  by  external  applica- 
tion, or  internal  adminiflration,  for  the  cure  of 
topical  difeafes.  But,  as  this  would  be  too 
diffufive  a  field  of  conlideration,  and  lead  to 
perplexity  and  diilradion,  rather  than  ufe  and 
improyement,  it  is  expedient  to  reduce  the 
view  to  narrower  limits  :  which  may  be  beft 
done  by  confining  it  to  thofe  fubftances  of  ex- 
ternal ufe,  which  are,  or  lately  have  been, 
icceived  into  the  Materia  Medica  in  regular  and 
found  praftice  :  adding  to  them,  fuch  of  thofe, 
adminiflered  internally,  as  are  peculiarly  ne- 
ccffary  in  the  cure  of  topical  dif?afes.    The  fe- 
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veral  fubftances^  that  conftitute  the  Materia  Me- 
dica,  are  in  their  uncompounded  ftate  called 
SIMPLES :  by  which  mufl:  be  underftood,  not  on- 
ly thole  that  are  ufed  in  the  condition  in  which 
they  are  originally  produced  by  nature  ;  but 
alfo  thofe  that  are  previouily  prepared  by  art  ; 
provided  fuch  art  be  not  any  proper  part  of  the 
operations  of  pharmacy :  and,  with  refped:  to 
the  prefent  difcuffion,  even  fome  compounds 
and  preparations,  particularly  thofe  of  a  chemi- 
cal nature,  muft  be  confidered  in  the  fame  light ; 
fince  the  encheirelis,  though  it  belong  to  phar- 
macy in  general,  cannot  be  properly  praftifed  gs 
a  part  of  the  chirurgical. 

The  fmiples,  which  conftitute  tlie  Materia 
Medica,  have  been  clafled  on  three  principles : 
according  to  their  productions  as  animal^  vege-- 
tabh\  mineral^  and  artificial: — according  to  their 
form,  as  earths  Jalts^  metals,  oils^  &c. — or  accord- 
ing to  their  qualities,  refpeding  the  means,  by 
which  they  are  defigned  to  operate  towards  the 
final  end  of  their  ufe ;  or  in  other  words,  accord- 
ing to  the  mediative  curative  intentions  to  which 
they  are  made  fubfervient;  as  digefiives^  agghtti^ 
na7its^  corroboratives^  alteratives^  &c.  But  the 
firft  and  fecond  of  thefe  methods  of  diftribution, 
relating  rather  to  the  natural  than  medicinal 
hiftory  of  the  fimples,  as  giving  no  light  into 
their  application  o'r  virtues  as  remedies,  are  of 
little  ufe  ufe  on  this  occafion :  and,  with  refpeft 
to  the  third,  many  fubftances,  having  an  equal 
claim  to  enter  into  feveral  various  claircs,  as  be- 
ing capable  of  ferving  to  the  feveral  refpedive 
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intentions  on  which  they  are  founded,  it  is  mofl: 
convenient  to  difpofe  of  the  whole  in  an  alpha- 
betical feries ;  and  having  given  the  enumera- 
tion and  defcription,  &c.  of  the  whole  in  that 
order,  to  form  a  fyflem  of  them  in  the  other 
coIle6live!y,  by  digefting  them  according  to 
the  relations  they  have  to  each  other^  with  re- 
fpedl  to  the  intentions  of  cure. 


C  H  A  P.     V. 

Defcription^    a7id   medicinal   hijlory  of 
particular  fimples. 

ABrotonum  mas,  Southernwood,  is  too 
well  known  to  require  defcription. 

Southernwood  is  of  a  warm  aromatic  nature, 
gently  irritating  ;  and  is,  therefore,  corrobora- 
tive, and  difcutient.  It  was  formerly  ufed,  com- 
pounded with  ingredients  in  ointments,  and  other 
forms  y  but  at  prefent  it  is  rarely  applied  in  re- 
gular practice,  but  as  an  ingredient  in  fomenta- 
tions 5  particularly  in  the  fotiis  communis  of  the 
prefent  London  Pharmacopeia. 

Abrotgnum  foemina,  Lavender  cot- 
tony  is  a  flirubby  ever-^green  plant :  of  which 
the  root  is  firm,  hard,  and  durable,  ramifying 
into  feveral  fibrous  branches-  From  thence 
arife  many  ligneous,  brittle,  hoary  ftalks,  fur- 
nifhed  with  white  hoary  leaves,  of  a  longifh 
fquare  form,  refembling  thofe  of  heath ;    and 
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being  of  a  ftrong,  but  not  difagreeable  fmell  -, 
and  a  hot  bitter  tafte.  The  flowers  grow  on 
the  tops  of  the  branches,  fupported  by  long 
jftalks,  fingly,  and  naked  3  being  formed  of  a 
thrum  of  fmall,  yellow,  fiflular,  five-cornered 
flofculi,  without  any  border  of  diftind  petals, 
inferted  in  a  fcaly  calyx ;  the  feed  is  fmall,  long, 
and  ftriated. 

The  lavender  cotton  is  of  the  fame  medicinal 
virtues  with  the  fouthernwood  :  and  is  admitted 
by  the  college  of  London  to  be  ufed  promif- 
cuoufly  with  it.  But  the  fenfible  qualities  of 
this  plant  feem  to  indicate,  that  its  action,  if 
the  fame,  muft  be  much  ftronger  than  that  of 
the  other. 

AcETUM  VINEGAR    IS  an   acid,    produced 
from  vegetables  by  a  peculiar  manner  of  fer- 
mentation.    It  has  the  properties  of  acids  in 
general ;    but   has  a  more  extenfive  powder  of 
diflblving  alkaline  fubftances,  than  any  of  the 
mineral  clafs ;  but  kfs  than  the  ftrongeft  native 
acids  of  vegetables  -,  fuch  as  the  juice  of  le- 
mons or  limes.     It  does  not  appear  to  exift  na- 
turally in  the  parts  of  any  vegetables ;  but  to  be 
the  producfl  only  of  the  faccharine  matter  of  ve- 
getables changed  by  fermentation  :  and  it  feems 
indifferent,  with  refpedl  to  the  vinegar,  from 
what  vegetables,    or   parts  of  vegetables,   the 
faccharine  matter  is  produced:  fuppofing  the 
purity  and  ftrength  the  fame.     The  appearance 
of  vinegar  is  too  w^ell  know^n  to  require  a  deicrip- 
tion  :  but  as  what  is  found  in  the  fhops  is  moft 
frequently  fophifticated  with  oil  of  vitriol,    by 
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the  manufacturers,  to  which  regard  ihould  be 
had  when  it  is  ufed  for  medicinal  purpofes. 
The  means  of  detedion  of  that  adulteration 
may  be  found  in  a  late  treatife,  called  The 
Elaboratory  laid  open. 

Vinegar  is  ufed  for  the  cure  of  topical 
difeafes,  both  externally  and  internally.  Exi^ 
ternally  applied,  it  has  an  aflringent  quality  on 
the  animal  fibres :  and  is  therefore  corroborative 
and  ftyptic.  It  is  accordingly  ufed  on  the  fcore  of 
the  firft  of  thefe  qualities  forbruifes,  ftrains,  and 
relaxations  of  particular  parts :  and  on  the  fcore 
of  the  fecond  for  haemorrhages,  and  particularly 
profufe  floodings  of  the  catamenia.  It  alfo  makes 
a  part  of  the  old  officinal  imguentiim  nutritiim  or 
tripharmacum:  and  of  the  mel  Mgyptiacum  ;  of 
which  the  office  is  deterging :  and  it  is  fometimes 
ufed  for  gargles  for  the  mouth  and  throat,  in 
the  fame  intention.  It  is  alfo  employed,  in 
compolitions  for  the  preparation  of  fugar  of  lead, 
and  fome  plafters,  liniments,  and  other  medi- 
caments. Internally,  it  is  ufed  as  an  alterative 
in  cafes  w^here  too  great  putrefcence  prevails  \ 
inducing  either  thofe  kinds  of  fevers,  or  fcurvy, 
which  are  owing  to  a  putrid  ftate  of  the  blood 
or  particular  humours :  and  as  a  refrigerant  in 
cafes  of  haemorrhages  or  fevers  attended  with 
great  heat  and  colliquation. 

AcETu.M  piSTiLLATUM,  Dtjltllcd Vinegar . 
This  is  only  vinegar  prepared  by  diftillation; 
and  differs  only  from  the  crude  in  containing 
lefs  of  the  groffert;  part  of  the  oil,  with  which, 
befjdes  the   acid,    vinegar  is  replete ;    and  of 

the 


Chirurgical   Pharmacy  73 

the  heavieft  part  of  the  proper  acid  itfelf  ^  on 
which  account,  though  it  is  purer,  yet  it  is  weaker 
than  the  crude  ;  and  confequently  lefs  fit  for  ex- 
ternal application.  Its  qualities  are,  however, 
proportionably  the  fame :  and  the  ufes  necefla- 
nly,  to  which  it  is  applicable  in  furgery. 

Aerugo,  Verdegrife^  is  formed  of  copper 
corroded  by  means  of  vegetable  acids  :  and 
is  moft  generally  prepared  by  rubbing  the  fkins 
and  other  recrementitious  matter  of  the  grapes, 
after  the  muft  of  wine  is  prefTed  out  of  them,  on 
plates  of  copper:  which,  after  they  have  been 
fome  time  expofed  to  the  air,  contrad:  a  blue 
greenifli  rufl ;  that,  being  fcraped  off,  coa- 
lefces  in  maffes  of  the  fame  colour  j  and  forms 
the  verdegrife. 

It  is  ufed  as  a  detergent  in  the  cafe  of  foul 
ulcers,  commixt  with  honey,  in  a  compofition 
called  the  melJE^ptiacu??2  y  and  fome  times  with 
unguents  alfo, 

Agaricus  quercinus,  ylgaric  of  the  oak. 
The  fungous  fubftance  lately  introduced  into 
pra(ftice  here,  as  a  moft  powerful  ftyptic^ 
and  called  by  this  name,  is  not,  acccrdinj; 
to  the  judgment  of  the  moil:  able  botanifts,  the 
common  agaric  of  the  oak  3  though  pretended 
to  be  fo  by  the  furgeons  in  France,  from 
w^hence  it  was  brought  here.  From  the  ap- 
pearance of  it,  however,  in  the  ftate  we  receive 
it  from  thence,  it  is  believed  to  be  the  fpecies  that 
is  defcribed  by  Breynius,  under  the  name  of 
fungous  coriaceits  quercinus :  of  which  this  ac- 
count is  given  in  the  Ephemerides  Natura  Curie- 
forum:  obf  150,  *'  It 
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"  It  Is  found  in  the  middle  of  oaks ;  making, 
'^  as  it  were,  a  coat  for  the  pith.  It  is  ten- 
*^  der,  foft,  flexible,  flat,  fomewhat  rough  on 
^^  the  furface,  and  of  fuch  length  and  breadth, 
*'  that  a  plafter  may  be  commodioufly  formed 
^'  of  It.  It  is  of  a  whitiih  colour,  a  little  in- 
clining to  yellow  ;  and,  in  fubftance  and  fi- 
gure, like  leather  made  of  goat-flcin  :  ex- 
cept that  it  Is  thicker,  and  not  quite  fo  com- 
pact y  and  that  it  has,  moreover,  hardiifh 
round  lumps  within,  which  are,  neverthelefs, 
^'  more  fenfible  to  the  touch  than  fight.  On 
*'  tafl:ing  it,  there  appears  at  firft  an  attractive 
*^  power  in  it.  It  is  fometimes  found  likewife 
*^  in  other  trees  as  well  as  the  oak." 

Mr.  Ray,  on  the  authority  of  Dr.  Sherrard, 
fays  it  is  frequently  found  growing  on  putrid 
oaks  in  Ireland  5  and,  on  the  great  efteem  it 
fometime  ago  acquired  here,  dlreillons  were 
fent  to  feek  for  It  there  -,  but  with  what  fuccefs 
I  am  not  well  Informed.  It  has  been  found  alfo 
in  England,  particularly  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bales 
in  Hartfordfhlre,  who  fent  a  fpecimen  to  Mr. 
Ray  ;  and,  by  Dr.  Richardfon,  in  Yorkfhire, 

This  agaric  of  the  oak  was  a  few  years  ago 
introduced  into  ufe  here  with  great  aflTurances 
of  its  efficacy  as  a  ftyptic,  equal  to  the  prevent- 
ing haemorrhages,  even  from  large  arteries,  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  might  render  the  ufe  of  the 
future,  or  adual  cautery,  unneceflary.  This 
notion  was  confirmed  by  the  fuccefs  of  It  In  ex- 
periments made,  at  the  defire  of  the  Royal  So- 
ciety,  in  hofpitals,    and  elfewhere,  by  feveral 
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eminent  furgeons  :  fome  of  whom  gave  me- 
moirs to  the  fociety,  of  the  particulars  of  the 
cafes.  But  a  further  experience  has  fhewn, 
that  too  much  was  attributed  to  it,  on  account  of 
not  allowing  for  the  fimple  efFeds,  on  bleeding- 
vefTels,  of  bandages,  and  other  coverings :  and  the 
high  opinion  of  it,  entertained  on  its  firft  intro- 
dudlion  here,  is  now  fo  declined,  that  even 
thofe,  who  on  the  above  grounds  were  moil 
fanguine  in  its  recommendation,  have  now  re-- 
jeded  it.  The  manner  of  applying  it  was,  to 
put  a  piece,  fomewhat  bigger  than  would  cover 
the  mouth  of  the  veflel,  on  each  bleeding  ar- 
tery :  and  then  to  cover  them,  and  the  whole 
wound,  with  dofils  of  lint,  and  others  of  tow 
over  them :  and  to  fix  the  whole  with  the  ufual 
bandages.  But  in  cafe  of  amputations,  or 
the  divifion  of  larger  arteries  in  the  arms  and 
legs,  a  ftrid  ligature  was  kept  moderately 
ftrained  by  the  tourniquet,  on  the  fuperior  part 
of  the  limb,  for  more  than  an  hour. 

Ajlth^  A,  Marfld  iiiallows^  is  an  herb,  of  v/hich 
the  root  is  large,  thick,  woody,  tough,  and 
much  branched  ;  of  a  yellowijfh  colour  on 
the  outfide,  and  whitifh  within  ^  and  of  a  ilimy 
and  mucilaginous  fubftance,  when  boiled. 
From  the  root  rife  flalks,  which  are  above  a 
yard  high,  foft,  and  covered  with  down.  They 
are  cloathed  with  leaves  that  are  of  a  yel- 
lowifh  green  colour,  with  a  foft  pile,  like  velvet ; 
of  a  round  form,  but  divided  into  five  angular 
fedions.  The  flowers  grow  among  the  leaves  ; 
and  are  large,  and  monopetalous ;    in  general 
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figure,  like  a  wide  cup,  but  cut  towards  the 
edge  into  five  fegments ;  and  of  a  pale  red  co- 
lour. They  grow  in  a  double  calyx ;  the  outer 
confifting  of  three,  and  the  inner  of  five  parts. 
The  feeds  are  flattifh  and  round ;  and  grow 
conjoined  together  with  the  flat  fide  laid  agaipift 
each  other  -,  forming  mafles,  refembling,  in 
figure,  fmall  cheefes.  This  plant  grows  in 
fait  marfhes :  and  maritime  places ;  flowering 
in  June. 

The  roots,  leaves,  and  feed  of  marfh  mal- 
lows, are  ufed  for  medicinal  purpofes.  For,  being 
boiled,  they  afibrd  a  thick  mucilage  of  an 
emollient  nature.  They  are,  therefore,  ufed 
externally  in  the  form  of  fomentations,  and  ca- 
taplafms ;  as  well  in  the  intention  of  fuppnra- 
tives,  as  emollients,  where  inflammation  pre- 
vails :  and  are  among  the  herbs,  which  have 
been  moft  frequently  recurred  to  in  chirurgical 
pra(flice.  Internally,  they  have  been  admi- 
niftered  in  glyfters,  for  the  ftone,  or  other  in- 
flammatory affeftions  of  the  abdominal  con- 
tents :  and  they  are  alfo  frequently  given  as 
an  emollient,  in  order  to  lubricate  the  urinary 
pafl^ages,  in  cafes  of  ftrangury  and  fl:one  y  as  alio 
in  cafes  of  inflammation  of  the  lungs  and  breaft. 
But  it  may  be  reafonably  doubted,  whether 
either  the  mucilaginous  or  oleous  fubftances, 
that  are  given  internally  to  aft  as  emollients,  or 
anti-inflammatories,  beyond  the  inteftines,  are  of 
any  effcft.  For  their  texture,  on  which  their 
emollient  virtue  depends,  being  changed  by  di- 
gcftion  J  and  tlieir  fubftance  incorporated  with 
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that  of  the  whole  mafs  of  fluids,  it  does  not  appear 
reafonable  to  believe,  that  they  reach  the  parts, 
where  they  are  intended  to  ad:,  in  any  fuch 
ftate,  as  leaves  them  the  power  of  relaxing  and 
mollifying. 

Allium,  Garlic,  is  the  root  of  a  plant  too 
well  known  to  need  defcription. 

Garlic  containing  a  confiderable  proportion 
of  volatile  fait  and  fpirit,  is  antifpafmodic ,  and 
has  accordingly  a  place  in  the  iinapifmus  of  the 
Edinburg  Pharmacopeia  :  but  is  not  otherwife 
frequently  ufed  in  regular  pradlice. 

Al  u  M  E  N ,  Alum,  is  a  mineral  fait ;  which  chry- 
ftalizes  in  angular  oblong  mafTes,  of  an  auftereacid 
tafte^  with  fome  flavour  of  fweetnefs ;  by  which  it 
may  be  difl:inguiflied  from  any  other  fpecies  of  fait. 

Alum  is  afl:ringent,  ftyptic,  and  detergent : 
and  is,  therefore,  ufed  in  gargles  for  excoriations 
and  ulcerations  of  the  mouth  and  throat :  and, 
in  embrocations,  for  the  checking  profufe  fluxes 
of  the  catamenia,  or  other  fanguinarydifcharges. 
It  was  alfo  formerly,  being  calcined,  frequently 
ufed  under  the  name  of  alumen  ustum,  or 
burnt  alirm^  as  a  gentle  efcarotic,  for  the  deflroy- 
ing  fungous  flefh  in  ulcers,  particularly  in  the 
cafe  of  ilTues :  but  it  is  faid  to  harden  the  furface 
of  ulcers;  and  is,  therefore,  at  prefent  feldom 
employed  in  regular  pradice. 

Amygdala  amar.^  et  dulces,  BltUr 
and  fiueet  abncnds.  They  are  a  fpecies  of  nut, 
which  afll)rd  a  copious  quantity  of  fvveet  emol- 
lient oil.  They  are  are  not  ufed  in  fubitancc 
for   any  purpoles  fubfervient  to    fbrgery:    but 
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the  oil  exprefled  from  them  is  deemed  fupc- 
rior  to  any  others  for  internal  adminiftration  ; 
and,  extracted  from  the  almonds  in  the  form  of 
an  emulfion,  is  emollient  and  nutritive  -,  and 
therefore  very  proper  where  inanition  is  accom- 
panied with  the  hazard  of  inflammation.  But 
the  fweet  ahnondsonly  are  employed  for  thispur- 
pofe;  as  the  bitter  would  impart  a  bitter  flavour 
to  the  emuliion  :  though  they  are  ufed  promif- 
cuoufly  with  the  others  for  the  extraftion  of  oil. 

Anisi  semen,  Anifeedy  is  the  feed  of  a  plant, 
cultivated  for  its  fake  in  Germany  and  Spain ; 
and  is  too  com.monly  known  to  require  descrip- 
tion* It  contains  a  large  proportion  of  hot 
aromatic  eflential  oil ;  and  is  applicable  to  thofe 
purpofes  which  require  the  ufe  of  fuch  medi- 
caments. 

Antimonium,  Crude  ant i^nony^  is  properly  the 
oar  of  a  femi-metal,  called  regidus  of  antimony. 
It  has  a  greyifh  white  colour,  with  a  peculiar 
glittering  appearance ;  and  feem.ing  to  be  form- 
ed of  a  great  number  of  fmall  needle-like  ftriae, 
croffing  each  other  in  various  diredions. 

Antimony  is  of  no  ufe  externally  in  the  cure 
of  topical  difeafes,  nor  internally  in  a  crude  ftate : 
but  there  are  feveral  preparations,  which  are 
ufed  internally ;  and  have  a  ftrong  deobftruent 
and  alterative  effecfl.  As  they  are  not,  how-- 
ever,  prepared  by  means  belonging  to  the 
chirurgical  pharmacy,  nor  are  abfoluteiy  ne- 
ceffary  in  the  cure  of  any  topical  difeafes,  it  is. 
needlefs  to  enumerate  the  means  of  preparation 

here. 
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Argentum,  Silvery  is  a  metalwhofe  gene- 
ral properties  are  too  well  known  to  leave  room 
for  delcription. 

Silver  is  not  ufed  as  a  medicament  in  furgery 
in  a  crude  ftate ;  but  a  preparation  of  it,  by  com- 
bination with  the  nitrous  acid,  is  employed  con- 
ftantly  as  a  cauflic :  which  being  prepared  by 
chemical  procefs,  will  be  treated  of  feparately,  as 
a  limple,  below  in  its  proper  place. 

Aristolochia  long  a,  Long  birthworth. 
The  roots,  which  are  the  produce  of  foreign 
countries,  are  the  parts  ufed  in  medicine.  They 
are  large  and  long  \  being  frequently  as  thick 
as  the  wrift  ^  and  a  foot  in  length  3  and  wanting 
fibres,  except  towards  the  bottom. 

The  roots  of  birthworth  are  gently  Simulat- 
ing :  and,  therefore,  in  external  ufe,  corrobo- 
rative, antirpafmodic,  and  difcutient :  according 
to  which  intentions,  they  have  a  place  in  the 
cataplafma  aroniatiaim  of  the  Edinburg  Pliar- 
macopeia.  They  are  efleemed  alterative,  and 
deobftruent,  particularly  with  refpeft  to  the 
urine. 

Aristolochia  tenuis,  Round  birthavorth^ 
is  a  plant  of  the  fime  general  nature  with  the 
former;  but  the  roots  are  thick,  roundifh, 
hard,  and  tuberous ;  of  a  browniili  colour 
without,  and  yellow  within  \  and  of  a  very 
bitter  tarte. 

The  medicinal  qualities  of  the  round  birth- 
w^orth  are  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the  long, 
only  it  is  more  powerful.  The  ufes  in  medi- 
cine are  alfo  much  the  fame  ;  but  this  kind  has 

formerly 
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formerly  had  the  reputation  of  availing  againfl 

contagious  diftempers  ;    and,   being  outwardly 

applied,  of  drawing  out  fplinters  and  broken 

bones. 

Argentum  VIVUM5  Mercury  OK^kkfiher^ 
is  a  metallic  body  that  has  the  peculiar  property 
of  being  fluid :  in  which  it  differs  from  all  other 
metals,  and  femi-metals.  Its  general  refem- 
blance  to  metals  in  other  particulars,  joined  to  flu- 
idity, would  be  fufficient  marks  of  difcrimina- 
tion  of  it  from  all  other  fubftances,  if  its  com- 
monnefs  did  not  render  defcription  unnecefl^ary. 

Mercury,  in  a  crude  ftate,  is  ufed  externally, 
in  the  form  of  an  unguent,  for  the  cure  of  topi- 
cal difeafes,  fometimes  in  the  intention  of  a 
falivant  ;  fometimes  in  that  of  a  fpecific,  for 
the  deftroying  contagious  virus ;  and  fometimes 
as  a  difcutient,  for  the  difperiing  tumours  of 
the  glands  :  in  all  which  cafes  it  is  found  to 
avail.  Several  preparations  of  it  ate  alfo  much 
adminifl:ered,  and  applied  internally  and  ex- 
ternally, in  the  pradice  of  furgery  :  but  as 
they  will  be  treated  of  in  their  proper  place, 
as  fimples,  it  is  unnecefiary  to  touch  further 
on  them  here. 

Asa  foetid  a,  Afafafida  or  devil's  dung,  is  a 
gum  of  a  faltill:i,  refinous  fubfl:ance5  with  an  ex- 
ceeding fl:rong  fcent,  fomewhat  like  garlic,  but 
ftronger.  It  is  generally  in  grains  or  fmall 
lumps,  cohering  together,  of  a  whitifh  and 
fometimes  a  pale  brown  colour  3  and  foluble  in 
any  aqueous  fluid. 

Afa 
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Afa  foetida  is  efteemed  antifpafmodicand  cor- 
dial 5  and  is  ranked  amongft  the  firft  medi- 
cines employed  in  that  intention.  It  is  feldom 
ufed  externally,  except  in  the  emplajirum  an- 
tihyjlericiimoi  the  Edinburg  Pharmacopeia. 

Asarum,  or  AsARABACCA,  is  an  herb,  of 
which  the  roots  coniift  in  a  great  number  of 
fiender  firings  ;  having  an  aromatic  fcent  when 
dried.  Its  leaves  are  fmooth,  of  a  ihining 
green  colour,  thick  firm  fubftance,  and  kid- 
ney-like (hape  ;  being  roundifli,  but  fomQwhat 
curving  inwards  in  the  part  next  the  footftalks. 
The  flowers  of  it  grow  among  the  leaves,  on 
very  fhort  ftalks,  in  form  of  cups  or  brownifh 
green  hufks,  divided  at  the  top  into  three  parts, 
and  containing  feeds  like  thofe  of  grapes.  It  is 
cultivated  in  gardens ;  and  flowers  in  June  :  but 
the  dried  roots,  which  are  ufed,  are  principally 
brought  from  Leghorn. 

The  roots  and  leaves  of  afarabacca  are  cathar- 
tic, and  emetic  ;  and  fuppofed  to  avail  particu- 
larly againfl  the  gout  and  dropfy.  The  leaves 
are  ufed  as  a  fternutatory  :  and,  in  empirical 
practice,  are  adminiftered  in  that  intention 
againft.  fluxion  of  humours,  and  confequential 
inflammation  of  particular  parts.  Their  power 
in  exciting  fneezing,  and  a  difcharge  by  the 
nofe,  is  extremely  great }  and  they  are  the 
aftive  ingredients  in  the  fnuff  vended  of  late 
years,  under  the  name  o?  imperial. 

AxuNGiA  PORCiNA,  Hogs  lard.  It  is  the 
fat  of  hogs  prepared  by  trying,  or  freeing  it 
fi'om  all  impurities :  which  is  done  by  cutting 
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it  into  fmall  pieces ;  and  melting  it  over  the  fire 
in  a  proper  veffel,  with  the  addition  of  a  fmall 
quantity  of  water  ^  and  afterwards  feparating  it 
from  the  membranous  parts,  or  other  hetero- 
geneous bodies,  by  ftraining. 

Hogs  iard  is  ufed  as  a  vehicle  or  bails  for  the 
compofition  of  many  unguents,  and  plafters  ; 
to  which  its  confiftenee  renders  it  more  fit  than 
the  fat  of  kine  or  fheep  that  are  more  fevou» 
and  hard.  In  its  own  proper  nature  it  is  emol- 
lient >  as  oils  or  other  fuch  fubftances :  but  is 
not  often  ufed  in  that  intention  fimply. 

AxuNGiA  viPERiNA,  Viper s  fat ^  iseolle^ft- 
cd  from  the  inteflines  of  vipers  by  means  of 
gentle  heat  \  then  purified  by  ftraining  it  through 
a  thin  cloth. 

Vipers  fat  is  like  other  fevous  and  oily  fub- 
ftances, relaxing  and  emollient.  It  has  a  place 
in  the  Materia  Medica,  and  makes  the  vehicle 
or  bafis  of  the  ungucntum  tiiti^^  in  the  prefent 
London  Pharmacopeia :  in  confequence,  I  pre- 
liime,  of  its  being  fuppofed  to  avail,  in  a  pecu- 
liar manner,  in  inflammations  of  the  eyes :  but 
there  can  be  no  reafon  to  believe,  that  any  other 
fat  of  the  fame  confiftenee  may  not  anfwer 
equally  w^ell  for  all  intentions. 

Balaustia,  Balaujiia,  oi  Double  pomegr a-- 
7iate  JlowerSy  are  the  produce  of  the  double- 
flowering  pomegranate  tree,  which  are  brought 
from  Spain  and  Portugah  They  are  as  big, 
and  double,  as  a  fmall  rofe ;  and  when  frefh, 
of  a  very  bright  fcarlet  colour,  fomewhat  di- 
luted with  white. 

Balauftia 
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Balauflia  are  coniiderably  aflringent,  and  there- 
fore, when  outwardly  applied  in  fomentation, 
corroborative  and  repellent :  and  when  inter- 
nally adminiftered,  ftyptic  and  preventive  of 
profufe  evacuations. 

CAPoivijOrCo- 

POIBA, 
<  GiLEADENSE, 

Peruvianum, 

TOLUTANUM, 

All  thefe  are  balfams  of  various  trees,  grow- 
ing in  different  parts  of  the  world  ;  but  they 
agree  in  their  general  virtues.  They  have  been 
adminiftered,  and  applied,  in  a  great  variety  of 
compofitions,  both  internally  and  externally, 
as  vulneraries,  before  explained,  p.  60  and  67  ; 
but  externally,  they  are  properly  digeflives, 
and  flightly  detergent ;  and  internally,  they  have 
the  ftimulating  power  which  is  common  to  all 
the  vegetable  fubftances  that  abound  in  effential 
oils  ;  with  which  they  are  replete.  They  are 
moft  commonly  joined  to  adheiive  fubftances, 
in  the  compofitions  ufed  for  healing  by  agglu- 
tination :  but  rather  make  againft  that  intention 
than  promote  it.  The  balfam  Copoivi,  was, 
till  lately,  efleemed  a  neceflary  medicament  in 
the  cure  of  gonorrheas,  from  its  fuppofed  effica- 
cy in  removing  the  gleet  or  difcharge,  which 
frequently  remains  after  the  venereal  virus  is 
deftroyed  by  the  proper  fpecifics  :  but  it  is  now. 
flifpefted  by  many  judicious  perfons,  as  well 
from  its  nature,  as  obfervations  on  its  effeds, 
to  aggravate,    rather   than  Jthitigate    this    often 
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troublefome  and  obftinate  fymptom ;  and  tbe^e^- 
forc  to  be  much  better  omitted  ;  unlefs  where' 
adigeftive  or  deterfive  intention,  mayarife. 

Bard  ANA  major,  The  greater  burdock:- 
This  plant  is  too  well  known,  and  diftinguiih- 
able,  to  require  defcription.  The  leaves  of  it 
have  a  place  in  fome  officinal  unguents,  being, 
efteemed  emollient  and  anti-inflammatory :  and 
are  alfo  ufed  in  empirical  pradice  in  that  inten- 
tion boiled  in  milk,  in  the  form  of  a  cataplafm, 
for  relieving  aga^nft  the  pain  and  inflammation 
in  burns,  fcaids,  and  gouty,  or  other  diforder& 
attended  with  thofe  fymptoms.  The  feeds  ar^ 
efleemed  diuretic  ^  and  given  to  force  the  paiTage 
of  ftone  and  gravel  ^  and  alfo  in  the  gout,  to 
carry  off  the  matter  which  occafions  the  pain 
ariling  from  it.  The  roots  are  likewife  ufed  in  the 
fame  intention ;  and,  in  irregular  pradice^  againfl 
deafnefs :  which  it  is  faid  to  cure,  by  applica- 
tion of  fmall  tapering  pieces  thruft  into  the  mea- 
tus of  the  ear. 

Bdellium,  Bdellium^  is  a  gumrcfinofa 
reddiili  brov/n  colour;  and  femi-tranfparent. 
It  refcmbles  myrrh,  but  has  a  tougher  and  more 
tenacious  confidence,  a  deeper  hue,  a  lefs  plea- 
fant  fcent,  and  a  more  bitter  talie.  The  beft 
is  procured  from  Turky,  and  the  Eaft  Indies  > 
but  there  is  a  coarfer,  and  much  inferior  fort, 
brought  from  Guinea  ;  which  is  whiter,  of 
much  weaker  fcent,  and  formed  in  large  round 
drops. 

Bdellium  is  ufed  externally,  in  difcutient  and 
fuppurativc  plafters ;  and  faid  to  avail  againft 
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fwellings  of  the  nerves.  Internally,  it  has  the 
fame  qualities  as  other  warm  gum  refins :  but  is 
ifaid  to  be  particularly  ferviceable  againft  inward 
apoftems. 

Bolus  Armenia,  Bvk  Armml-ac,  is  a  native 
earth  :  of  which  the  true  kind  is  of  a  yellow 
colour,  inclining  to  red ;  heavy  ;  fat  in  its  con- 
fiflcnce  >  brittle ,  and  of  an  auftere  tafte.  But 
this  kind  is  at  prefent  very  feldom  brought  to 
us :  another  fpecies,  of  a  red  colour,  found  in 
Spain  and  Normandy,  and  feveral  other  parts, 
fupplying  its  place. 

This  kind,  and  moft  other  boles,  that  are 
not  wholly  unac^live,  have  an  aftringent  power; 
and  therefore  being  ufed  externally,  combined 
with  unftuous  fubftances,  they  have  either  a 
corroborative  or  cicatrizing  power,  according  to 
the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  in  which  they  are 
applied. 

Brassica  sativa,  Cabbage  and  Colewcrfs, 
are  plants  too  well  known  to  require  defcription* 
They  were  formerly  applied  to  bliftered  parts, 
in  the  place  of  plaflers :  and,  by  the  common 
people,  to  inflamed  ulcers,  or  tumours. 

BuGLossA  (aut  Media  consolidAj)  Bugle 
(or  Middle  confound,)  is  a  plant  which  has  a  fmall 
flringy  root,  fending  forth  feveral  ftalks  of  diffe- 
rent forms ;  fome  roundifh,  lying  along,  or 
creeping  on  the  ground,  and  fending  out  fi- 
brous roots  from  the  joints ;  and  others,  which 
growing  ere(ft,  bear  the  flowers ;  and  are  fquare, 
befet  with  only  a  few  leaves,  that  ftand  in  pairs 
oppofite  to  each  other  :  the  lower  on  long  foot 
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ftalks ;  the  upper  on  very  iliort.  The  leaves 
are  oblong,  fomewhat  crenated  about  the  edges, 
an  inch  and  half  long,  an  inch  broad,  and  of 
a  dull  green  colour,  oftentimes  Vv^ith  a  da(h  of 
j)urple.  The  ftalks  are  eight,  or  nine  inches 
high  ;  having  the  flowers  growing  at  the  top  in 
ioofe  fpikes,  whorle  fafhion,  with  two  fmall 
brownifh  leaves  under  each  whorle.  The  flowers 
are  of  a  blue  colour,  and  labiated ;  but  have 
the  galea  fo  fmall,  that  it  is  hardly  difcernible  : 
when  the  petals  are  paft,  they  are  fucceeded 
by  fmall  longifh  feeds  in  five-pointed  calyces. 

Bugle  v/as  formerly  efl:eemed  to  be  endued 
with  great  virtues,  as  a  vulnerary  plant :  and  con- 
fequently  applied  externally  not  only  to  wounds, 
but  ccntufions.  It  was  likewife  adminiftered 
internally  in  the  fame  intention.  But  in  the 
modern  improved  pradice,  it  is,  together  with 
the  others  of  the  fame  clafs,  rejefted  for  the 
reafons  before  given,  in  treating  of  them  in  ge- 
neral. 

BuTYRUs,  Butter,  is  a  fubilance  too  well 
known   to  need  defcription. 

Butter  is,  like  other  oily  and  fat  fubftances, 
relaxing  and  emollient :  and  is  fometimes  ufed 
in  unguents :  as  in  the  luiguentum  tunce  of  the 
prefent  Edinburg  Pharmacopeia. 

Calx  viva,  ^ick  lime.  It  is  a  fpecies  of 
earth  produced  by  calcining  marble,  alabafter, 
chalk,  and  fome  other  kinds  of  earths  and 
ftones,  by  which  a  fpecies  of  alkaline  fait  is 
generated  ;  and  it  is  rendered  acrimonious  and 
gorroiive  to  animal  fabftances. 

Lime 
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Lime  is,  from  its  corrofive  quality,  ufed  in 
compofitions  for  candies :  and  employed  to  the 
lame  purpofe,  in  forming  the  lapis  infernuUs  5 
which  is  produced  by  the  combination  of  the 
faline  part  of  the  lime  with  that  of  the  lixiviate, 
or  fixt  alkaline  fait  of  vegetables ;  whence  an 
extremely  corrofive  fpecies  of  alkaline  fait  is 
afforded-    The  folution  of  the  faline  part,  made 
by  the  addition  of  a  copioas  quantity  of  water  to 
the  quick-lime,  is  ufed  internally  as  an  alterative 
in  fcorbutic  and  fcrophulous  cafes,  and  other  to- 
pical difeafes  proceeding  from  a  cached:ic  habit : 
and  alfo  as  a  diffolvent  of  ftone  and  graveL 
The  fait,   formed  by  combination  of  the  faline 
part  of  the  lime  and    lixiviate  fait   of  vegeta- 
bles, is,  like  wife,  ufed  in   the  fame  intention ; 
either  in  the  ftate  of  folution  in  water,  under 
the  name  of  fope  lye,  or  combined  with  oil  or 
fat,  in  the  form  of  fope. 

Camphor  A,  Camphor^  is  a  vegetable  fub- 
ftance  of  a  peculiar  kind,  partaking  both  of 
the  nature  of  effential  oils,  and  falts.  It  is  of  a 
pure  white  colour,  and  moderately  tranfparent ; 
of  a  plcafant  pungent  fcent  5  and  fo  volatile, 
as  to  rife  with  a  fmall  degree  of  heat,  and  even 
to  exhale  fo,  as  to  impregnate  the  air  in  any 
clofe  place  where  it  is  fet,  without  the  application 
€f  heat.  It  is  foluble  in  fpirit  of  wine;  and  in  the 
mineral  acids :  and,  when  accended  or  lighted, 
will  wholly  confume  away  in  flame  :  from 
whence  it  is  apparently  of  an  oily  or  fulphureous 
nature. 
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This  fubjftance  has  been,  in  the  light  of  an 
external  medicament,  confidcred  by  many  me- 
dicinal writers,   an  availing  againft    inflamma- 
tion :  and  is,  therefore,  ufed  in  the  cafe  of  fore 
eyes,  burns,  fcalds,    and  other    accidents  and 
difeafes,    where    that   fymptom   occurs  ;    but 
fuch  a  fuppofition  feems  contradictory  to  its  real 
nature  ,  and  it  is  more  juflly  applied  as  adifcu- 
tient  and  corroboradve,  in  the  cafe  of  contufions, 
or  fluxion  of  cold  and  pituitous  humours;  where, 
by  gently  simulating  and  invigorating  the  relax- 
ed and  debilitated  nerves,  and  mufcular  fibres, 
it  may  caufe  them  to  propel  the  flagnated  fluids. 
When  ufed  externally,  it  muft  either  be  diflblv- 
ed  in  fpirit  of  wdne,  which  is  the  moft  ufual 
method    of    its    application  ;    or   mixt    with 
unftuous  ingredients.     Internally  adminiftered, 
it  is  a  mofl  powerful  antifpafmodic;  and,  there- 
fore, of  great   efficacy  in  removing  thofe  dif- 
eafes  of  the   nerves,    which   affedl    particular 
parts  :  but  it  fliould  be  adminiflered  in  the  firft 
ftages  of  them. 

Cantharides,  SfaniJJd  flies.  They  are  a 
fpecies  of  flies  that  contain  a  large  proportion  of 
epifpaftic  matter  ;  which  is  foluble,  both  in 
fpirit  of  wine,  and  water ;  and  ads  even  with 
confidcrable  force,  while  in  its  natural  flate,  in 
the  fubftance  of  the  flies  thcmfelves.  The 
epifpailic  matter  of  cantharides  has  been,  in 
general,  faid  to  be  of  a  faline  nature :  and,  by 
fome,  to  be  greatly  volatile.  But  its  folubility 
in  fpirit  of  wine,  and  confidence  when  reduced 
to  the  ftate  of  an  extrad^  argue  flrongly  that  it 
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is  not  faline  :  and  its  enduring  a  long  codion  in 
water,  without  appearing  to  wafte  by  exhalation, 
prove  its  fixity.  Cantharides  have  been  denied  by 
others,  to  afford  an  extraft,  by  means  of  water, 
that  had  the  true  veficative  power.  But  both  the 
decodion  and  tindure,  when  of  due  ftrength, 
will  raife  biifters  powerfully  ;  if  repeated  em- 
brocations be  made  with   them  on  the  fame 
part.       The  principal   intention    of    applying 
cantharides  externally,  is  to  raife  biifters,  in  or- 
der to  procure  a  quick  difcharge  of  matter ;  or 
to  ftimulate  the  whole  nervous  fyftem,  in  cafes 
where  the  increafe  of  the  'vis  vitce  is  neceffary  : 
but   topically   employed   on  parts,  where  the 
nerves  are  affeded,  they  are  the  moft  powerful 
antifpafmodic  :  and  there  are  inftances   where 
paralytic  limbs  have  been  reftored  to  fenfe  and 
power  of  motion,  by  the  ufe  of  the  tinfture  in 
fpirit  of  wine,  even  after  they  have  a  confidera- 
ble  time  been  wholly  deprived  of  them :    and 
all  other  known  means  have  been  tried  in  vain. 
The  moft  ufual  method  of  application  of  can- 
tharides externally,  is  the  fprinkling  them,  in  a 
powdered  ftate,  on  thefurface  of  fome  adhefive 
plafter :  laying  fuch  plafter  on  the  part  to  be 
bliftered  3  and  continuing  it  there  till  the  vefica- 
tion  appear  to  be  duly  performed  :  or  the  mixing 
them  with  unguents;  and  fpreading  the  com- 
pofition   on  leather  in  form  of  a  plafter ;  and 
'proceeding  afterwards  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  other : 
but  this    being,    for   the    moft  part,  repeated 
more  than  once,  the  effed  is  called  a  perpetual 
blijler,     Cantharides,  given  internally,  are  alfo 

found 
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found  to  be  greatly  antifpafmodic,  and  to  re- 
move paralytic  complaints  :  efpecially  while 
recent :  and  they  may  be  adminiftered,  either 
in  the  form  of  tindure  in  fpirit  of  wine,  or  of 
decodion  in  water  :  which  latter  is  more  ex- 
pedient with  refpeft  to  the  duly  afcertaining  the 
dofe.  There  was  formerly  a  great  prejudice 
againil  the  internal  ufeof  cantharides;  of  which, 
indeed,  there  is,  even  at  prefent,  feme  remains. 
But  it  is  without  reafon.  For,  if  proper  caution 
be  obferved  with  refpeit  to  the  dofe,  there  can 
no  inconvenience  happen  from  the  decoftion, 
but  the  trouble  of  ftrangury,  or  pain  in  making 
water ;  and  this  is  incident  only  to  fome  parti- 
cular conftitutions :  which,  however,  will  not 
be  found  fo  great  as  in  the  cafe  of  large 
bliilers. 

Carni  semen,  Caraimy  feed,  is  produced 
from  an  umbelliferous  plant,  cultivated  in  Ger- 
^many  particularly :  from  whence  the  greateft 
part  of  what  is  ufed  with  us  is  brought.  Thefe 
feeds  are  long,  brown,  and  flriated  \  two  ad- 
hering together,  according  to  the  ufual  appear- 
ance of  the  feed  produced  by  umbelliferous 
plants.  They  are  of  a  warm,  aromatic,  agreea- 
ble flavour,  with  a  correfpondent  fcent. 

Caraway  feeds,  containing  a  large  propor- 
tion of  eflential  aromatic  oil,  are  moderately 
ftimulating  :  and  are,  therefore,  fometimes 
ufed  in  compofitions  for  external  applications, 
where  fuch  ingredients  are  wanting :  as  in  the 
cataplajma  e  cymine  of  the  London  Pharmaco- 
peia. Internally,  they  are  antifpafmodic  and 
^corroborative  •  C  A  R  y  o- 


Chirurgical   Pharmacy.  gj 

Caryophilli  aromatici,  Cloves,  are  a 
fpicy  fruit,  brought  from  the  Eaft-Indies  3  of 
which,  from  their  common  ufe,  the  appearance 
is  too  well  known  to  require  defcription. 

Cloves,  containing  a  large  proportion  of 
cfTential  oil,  are  conliderably  ftimulating,  and 
irritating:  and  are,  therefore,  ufed  fometimes, 
in  external  applications,  as  difcutient  and  anti- 
fpafmodic.  They  have  particularly  a  place  in  the 
cataplafma  e  cymine  of  the  prefent  London  Phar- 
macopeia :  and  in  the  emplajlrum  jiomachiatm  of 
the  Edinburg  Pharmacopeia. 

Cep^e,  Onions^  are  too  well  known  to  need 
defcription. 

Onions  containing  a  volatile  fait  and  fpirit,  and 
becoming  mucilaginous  by  boiling,  are  efteemed 
fuppurative :  and  have  accordingly  a  place  in 
the  cataplafma  fuppurans  of  the  Edinburg  Phar- 
macopeia. 

Cera,  Bees  waxy  is  a  fubflance  too  com- 
monly known  to  require  defcription. 

Wax,  both  in  its  natural  and  bleached  ftate, 
in  the  latter  of  which  it  is  called  white  wax,  is 
frequently  ufed  in  external  applications ;  but 
rarely  alone.  It  has  a  flight  digeftive  power, 
as  it  irritates  very  gently :  but  its  principal  effed: 
in  the  compofitions  which  it  enters,  is  the  giv- 
ing, by  a  perfect  combination  with  them,  a 
thick  and  folid  confiftence  to  oils ,  and  form- 
ing, with  them,  a  proper  balis  or  vehicle  for 
fuch  medicaments,  as  require  to  be  applied  in 
an  und:uous  form.  The  compofitions  of  wax 
with  oil,  without  further  addition^  anfwer  alfo, 

in 
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in  many  ufes^  a  defenfative  intention  5  and  are  111 
^me  degree  emollient. 

CERiE  BUTYRUs  ET  OLEUM,  Butter  and  ail 
ofwax^  is  produced  by  diftilling  wax  in  a  retort, 
with  a  gentle  heat ;  which  brings  the  wax  al- 
moll:  wholly  over,  of  an  unftuous,  butter-lik'C 
confiftence  :  from  whence  this  name  is  given 
to  it.  This  butter,  being  again  diftilled  two 
or  three  times,  affumes  a  fluid  form :  and  from 
its  oleaginous  confiftence,  is  then  called  the  oil 
^f'wax.  The  butter  is  emollient  and  defenfa- 
tive :  and,  in  many  cafes,  would  anfwcr  the 
end  better  than  moft  und:uoiis  compolitions. 
The  oil  is  greatly  emollient  and  relaxing ;  and 
exceeds  moft  other  unftuous  fubftances  in  that 
intention. 

Cerussa,  Ceriife  or  While  lead,  is  lead  corrod- 
ed by  means  of  vinegar,  or  fome  other  vegeta- 
ble acid.  It  is  gently  aftringent ;  and,  con- 
fequently,  repellent  :  and  is  therefore  ufed, 
together  with  emollient  ingredients,  in  the  com- 
politions of  ointments,  that  are  intended  to  re- 
frigerate and  mitigate  inflammations ;  and  pre- 
vent fluxion  ;  as  in  the  cafe  of  burns,  fore  eyes, 
&c.  But  all  fuch  compofitions  are*  much 
lefs  ufed  in  regular  praftice  than  formerly. 

Ch  AL  YBS,  Steel.  It  is  not  ufed  in  a  fimple  ftate, 
as  a  medicament  externally;  but  it  has  fome  rela- 
tion, when  internally  given,  to  topical  difeafes,  by 
its  great  efficacy  in  removing  obfl:ru6lions  of  the 
menfes;  which  are  frequently  the  fole  occafion  of 
their  produdion,  and  continuance  in  women. 

ClIA- 
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CiiAM^MELUS,  Camomile,  is  a  plant  that 
creeps  upon  the  ground,  with  five-winged  leaves^ 
cut  into  many  thin  flender  divifions :  among 
which  grow  the  flowers  upon  long  foot 
ftalks,  not  thick  together,  nor  copioufly ;  but 
fparfedly  5  and  confiding  of  broad  white  petala 
fet  about  a  yellow  fiftular  thrum  ;  in  which  lie 
fmall  flat  feeds.  The  root  is  compofed  of  fmall 
ffcrings,  creeping  and  fpreading  in  the  ground : 
the  leaves  and  flowers  have  a  flrong,  not  un- 
pleafant  fcent,  and  a  very  bitter  tafl:e.  It  grows 
upon  heaths  and  commons  ^  flowering  in  June 
and  July. 

The  leaves  and  flowers  of  this  plant,  which 
are  the  parts  moft:  generally  ufed  in  medicine, 
abound  in  a  warm  aromatic  juice:  and  are, 
therefore,  externally  corroborative  and  anti- 
fpafmodic.  They  are  frequently  made  ingre- 
dients in  emollient  compound  medicaments; 
as  fomentations,  and  the  oleum  viride^  and  are 
themfelves,  by  fome  writers,  erroneoufl'y  faid 
to  be  emollient.  But  warm  and  irritating  fub- 
fiances  certainly  counteracft  the  relaxing  power 
of  the  water,  or  oil ;  and  promoting  fuppura- 
tion  in  cafes  of  fluxing ;  rather  tend  to  augment^ 
than  diminifli  inflammation  ;  and  fhould,  there- 
fore, be  omitted,  unlefs  where  there  are  fymp^ 
toms  of  approaching  mortification.  They  are 
ufed  internally,  in  decodlons  and  glyfters,  in 
cafes  of  {iont,  and  fl:oppage  of  urine,  on  the 
fame  fuppofition  of  their  having  emollient,  or 
rather  anodyne,  virtues ;  but  if  they  be  of  any 
avail  in  fuch  cafes,  it  mufc  be  by  tlieir  increafing 
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the  fecretion  of  urine  ;  and  invigorating  the 
parts  in  their  efforts  to  expel  the  obftrudting 
matter. 

C I  CUT  A)  Hemlock^  is  a  tall  plant,  a  yard 
and  half,  or  two  yards  high;  with  Imooth, 
round,  holiov/  ftalks,  fpotted  with  black  and 
purple  fpots.  It  has  many  very  large- wing- 
ed leaves,  which  are  divided  into  a  great 
many  fmaller  fern-like  fedions.  On  the  tops 
of  the  branches,  grow  large  umbels  of  white 
flowers ;  formed  each  of  five  fmall  leaves  : 
after  which  come  round,  dec  ply- furrowed, 
vvhitifh  feed.  The  root  is  thick  and  woody :  the 
whole  plant  has  a  ftrong  rank  fmell.  It  grows  in 
fields,  and  by  hedge  fides;  and  among  rubbifh  j 
and  flowers  in  fummer. 

Hemlock  is  faid  to  have  the  power  of  difcuf- 
fing  fchirrous,  and  other  hard  tumours :  and, 
being  combined  wdthgum  Ammoniacum,  and 
other  ingredients,  in  the  form  of  a  plafter,  is- 
particularly  applied  to  fweilings  of  the  liver  and 
fpleen.  It  is  not  adminiflered  internally :  being 
believed  to  be  a  violent  poifon. 

CiNERES  Russici,  (aut  Clavellati,) 
Pearl  ajhes.  This  fubflance,  improperly  called 
afhes,  is  no  other  than  the  lixiviate,  or  fixt  al- 
kaline fait  of  vegetables,  highly  calcined  after 
its  feparation  from  the  e^th,  produced  together 
with  it  in  the  incineration.  The  fame  fubftance 
is  afFwded,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  proportion,  by 
mofl  parts  of  vegetables,  on  burning  them  till 
they  be  reduced  to  perfed:  afhes.  The  lixiviate 
or  alkaline  fait  being  produced,  together  with 
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a  fimple  earth  in  thefe  allies,  it  may  be  fepa- 
rated  from  fuch  earth,  by  adding  boiling  water 
to  the  afhes :  and,  when  the  fait  is  dilToived, 
decanting  the  folution  off  from  the  fediment ; 
or  paffing  it  through  a  filter  of  paper,  and  then 
evaporating  the  water  till  the  fait  becomes  dry  ^ 
which,  being  afterwards  calcined  for  fome 
hours  in  a  furnace,  with  a  ilrong  heat,  it  will 
be  the  fame  with  the  pearl  afhes  5  or,  indeed, 
with  the  fixt  alkaline  fait  of  any  other  vege- 
table purified  and  calcined  in  the  fame  manner. 

Pearl  afhes,  and  all  other  lixiviate  falts,  are 
cauflic :  having  fo  ftrong  a  corrofive  pov/er  on 
the  animal  folids,  as  to  produce  an  efcar. 
They  are,  therefore,  ufed  in  the  ccmpofition 
of  the  befl:  kinds  of  cauftics  :  which  are  formed 
of  fope,  and  lime,  with  fuch  a  proportion  of 
thefe  falts,  as  is  fufiicient  to  acuate  them  to  a 
due  degree,  according  to  the  occafion. 

Cinnabar  nativum  et  factitium. 
Native  and  faBitioiis  cinnabar^  is  a  fubflance 
formed  of  mercury,  combined  with  mineral 
fulphur,  or  brimflone  :  the  native  not  differing 
from  the  facftitious,  if  the  proportion  of  the  two 
conflituents,  and  the  degrees  of  purity  be  the 
fame.  The  fad:itious  is  produced  by  mixing 
the  mercury  with  the  fulphur,  previoufly  melt- 
ed by  heat ;  and  then  fubliming  the  compound 
in  glafs  or  earthen  cucurbits,  or  bodies.  Cin- 
nabar has  the  fpecific  power  of  mercury  in 
deftroying  the  virus  of  the  venereal,  or  other 
contagious  difeafes  ;  in  which  intention  alone 
it  is  ufed  externally.  The  manner  of  its  appli- 
cation 
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cation  Is,  by  fumigation  of  the  parts  affeded : 
thofe  which  are  fo  treated  being  moft  generally 
the  parts  of  generation ;  or  the  throat  and  mouth : 
but,*  with  refpeil  to  the  latter,  there  is  reafon  to 
fufped:  that  this  method  is  attended  with  more 
inconveniencies  than  benefit.  Cinnabar  is  alfo 
frequently  adminiflered,  as  an  alterative,  for 
the  cure  of  topical  difeafes :  but  whatever  other 
mercurials  might  effect,  in  the  fame  cafes, 
there  is  great  reafon  to  doubt,  whether  this 
fubftance  pafs,  in  general,  further  than  the 
prima  via :  as  it  is  feldom  perceived  to  have 
that  fenfible  efredl  on  the  body,  which  all  the 
adtive  preparations  of  mercury  have :  and  though 
this  is  imputed  to  its  combination  with  the 
fulphur,  that  is  fuppofed  to  retrain  its  power  ; 
yet  the  fame  principle,  which  is,  that  the  ful- 
phur renders  the  mercury  infoluble  in  water, 
and  confequently  incommifcible  with  the  ani- 
mal fluids,  will  equally  impede  its  exerting 
its  curative,  as  well  as  other  aftion,  on  the  ha- 
bit ;  or  rather  prevent  its  prefence  where  fuch 
action  is  neceffary. 

CiNNAMOMuM,  Ctn?2amo7i^  IS  the  bark  of 
a  tree,  or  fhrub  brought  from  the  Eafl- 
Indies;  of  which  the  appearance  Is  too  w^ell 
known,  from  its  common  ufe,  to  need  defcrip- 
tion. 

Cinnamon  contains  a  large  proportion  of  aro- 
matic eflential  oil :  and  is  confequently  ftimu- 
lating,  and  antifpafmodic.  It  is,  therefore, 
fometimes  ufed,  as  well  externally  as  internally, 
in  compofitions  where  fuch  aroma  tics  have  a 
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place:  particularly  in  the  emplajlrum  fiomachi^ 
cum  of  the  prefent  London  Pharmacopeia. 

CoLCOTHAR  VITR10LI5  Cckothar  ofvitriolyh 
the  calx,  or  caput  mortuum  remaining  after  the 
calcination  of  green  vitriol,  or  copperas  :  which 
is  a  combination  of  iron  with  the  vitriolic  acid. 

Colcothar  is,  when  edulcorated,  or  purified 
from  the  remaining  uncalcined  vitriol,  by  re- 
peated wafhings  in  water,  a  calx  of  iron:  or, 
in  other  words,  a  pure  oker,  or  earth  of  iron, 
demetalized,  by  being  diverted  of  the  phlo- 
•giftic  part  neceffary  to  its  metallic  form.  The 
calcined  vitriol  that  is  left  after  the  diftilla- 
tion  of  vitriol  per  fe^  for  the  obtaining  its  pro- 
per acid ;  or  of  vitriol  and  nitre  for  the  obtain- 
ing aqua  fortis ;  is  generally  ufed,  to  avoid  the 
trouble  of  a  fpecial  operation  :  and  this  laft, 
when  thoroughly  freed,  from  the  falts  pro- 
duced in  the  operation,  by  wafliing,  will  well 
enough  anfwer  the  end. 

Colcothar  has  fome  confiderable  ihare  of 
aftringent  power:  and  is,  therefore-,  corrobo- 
rative, and  repellent ;  for  the  fake  of  which 
qualities,  it  is  frequently  an  ingredient  in 
plafters  formed  in  thofe  intentions. 

Cortex  Peruvian  us,  Peruvian  hark,  is 
the  produce  of  a  tree  which  grows  in  Peru  and 
Paraguay.  This  bark  is  brought  hither  in 
pieces  that  appear  partly  to  be  taken  from 
branches  of  moderate  thicknefs;  and  partly 
from  the  twigs :  which  latter  is  in  rolls  like 
the  caffia  lignea,  or  cinnamon.  It  is,  when 
perfed:,   of  a  bright  cinnamon  colour  on  the 
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infide  ;  which,  when  the  pieces  are  broken, 
is  full  of  fhining  particles ;  the  outfide  being 
of  a  browniOi  colour,  and  fometimes  inclined 
to  white,  with  mofs  frequently  growing  on 
it ;  and  having  feveral  tranfverfe  clefts  or  cracks. 

The  Peruvian  bark  is  a  moft  powerful  cor- 
roborative, and  febrifuge  :  having  a  fubaftrin- 
gent  and  ftimulating  quality,  that  braces  and 
reftores  due  tone  to  the  fibres,  removes  ner- 
vous relaxations,  and  increafes  the  vis  vitce  : 
producing,  confequently,  a  due  ftate  of  the  fe- 
cretions,  and  a  right  crafis  of  the  blood  and 
humours.  It  is  not  ufed  externally  ;  nor  any 
preparation  of  it :  but  internally  adminiftered, 
it  is  found  of  great  efficacy  in  the  cure  of  mor- 
tifications :  where  the  languid  and  debilitated 
ftate  of  the  folids  prevent  a  feparation.  It  is 
alfo  fald  to  avail  greatly  in  the  cafe  of  foul 
fcorbutic  ulcers :  which  by  correfting  the  ha- 
bit, it  renders  kindly  :  and  this  effed:  may  be 
reafonably  accounted  for,  in  cafes  where  the  de- 
pravity of  the  humours,  caufing  the  vitious  ul- 
cerations, are  owing  to  a  putrid  ftate  of  the 
blood,  produced  by  the  want  of  due  fecretions. 
There  are  inftances,  likewife,  of  extraordinary 
antifpafmodic  effedts  refulting  from  the  ufe  of 
the  bark ;  where  the  aftion  of  particular  parts, 
that  had  been  loft,  or  greatly  impaired  for  a 
long  time,  has  been  reftored  by  it. 

Cotyledon,  or  Umbilicus  veneris,  Na^ 
vel'Worf,  is  a  plant,  of  which  the  root  has 
many  fibres  at  the  bottom  :  from  whence 
fpring  feveral  thick  fucculent  leaves  *,  the  lower- 

moft. 
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moft  of  which  have  their  foot-ftalks  fet  on  upon 
the  fide  of  the  leaf,  that  is  round  and  crenated 
about  the  edges ;  but  the  upper  leaves,  which 
are  round  and  fomewhat  hollow,  have  the  foot- 
ftalks  inferted  into  the  middle.  The  flowers 
grow  on  the  tops  of  the  branches,  in  long 
fpikes  of  a  whitifh-green  colour  5  hollow,  and 
of  an  oblong  cylindrical  fliape ;  each  of  which 
is  fucceeded  by  two  little  horned  veffels ;  in 
which  are  contained,  many  fmall  feeds.  It 
grows  upon  old  ftone  v/alls  and  buildings,  in 
leveral  parts  of  England  ;  and  nowers  in  May. 

The  leaves  of  this  plant  are  efteemed  emol- 
lient: and  made  an  ingredient  in  fone  of  the 
former  officinal  unguents.  The  juice  of  them, 
applied  to  the  parts  afFc6ted,  were  alfo  ufed  in 
eryfipelatous,  and  other  cafes  3  and  to  mitigate 
the  pain  of  the  piles. 

Crocus,  Saffron,  is  the  jftamina  of  the  plant 
called  the  crocus  verus  sativus  autum- 
NALis,  or  manured  crocus,  dried  in  a  pro- 
per kiln  y  and  formed  into  fquare  cakes  by 
preflure. 

Saffron  contains  a  fubftance  of  a  peculiar  na- 
ture, foluble  both  in  water  and  vinous  fpirit ; 
and  having  the  warm  irritating  qualities  of  arc- 
matics.  Applied  externally,  the  faffrcn,  therefore, 
promotes  fuppuration  in  tumours :  in  order  to 
which  effed",  it  is  added  to  cataplafms  ufed  in 
that  intention  ;  as  alfo,  in  combination  with 
other  ingredients,  formed  into  a  plafter,  w^hich^ 
bears  its  name :  and  which,  though  difufed  here, 
has  yet  a  place  in  th^  Edinburg  Pharmacopeia, 

H  2  Saffron 


loo  Theory   of 

Saffron  is  faid   likewife  to  have   an  ahodyne 
power,    alTwaging  the  pain  in   inflammations*   , 
Internally,  it  is  cordial  and  corroboradve. 

Cuprum,  Copper.  This  metal  is  too  com- 
mon to  require  defcription. 

It  is  never  ufed  medicinally  in  a  fimple  ftate: 
but,  diflblved  in  vinegar,  or  afolution  of  alkaline 
falts,  it  is  applied  as  a  detergent  to  foul  ulcers  3 
w^hich  intention  it  well  anfwers. 

Cymini  semen,  Cummin  feed.  This  feed 
is  of  a  long  flriated  form  ;  yellowifli  brown 
colour  y  and  ftrong,  though  not  unpleafant 
fcent.  It  is  the  produce  of  a  plant  growing  in 
warm  climates :  and  is  principally  brought  to 
us  from  Sicily  and  Malta. 

The  cummin  feed  is  of  a  gently  irritating, 
antifpafmodic  nature  :  and  is,  therefore,  fre- 
quently ufed,  combined  with  unduous  ingre- 
dients, in  the  form  of  a  plafter^  to  remove  ner- 
vous pains  in  the  fide  and  breails. 

Digitalis,  Fox-glove^  is  a  plant  which  has 
its  lower  leaves  long,  large,  and  fliarp-pointed, 
fomev/hat  rough  and  hairy,  and  indented  about 
the  edges.  The  flalks  rife  to  be  two  or  three 
feet,  high,  with  feveral  fniailer  leaves  growing 
on  them.  The  flowers,  which  are  fet  in  a 
long;  foike,  all  on  one  flde  of  the  fl:alk,  are 
large  and  hoUov/  >  in  iliape  like  a  thimble,  and 
of  a  i-eddiili  colour;  having  the  under  lip  full  of 
white  fpots.  They  are  fucceeded  by  round 
oval  feed-veffelsj  divided  into  tvvo  cells,  full  of 
fmall  dark  brown  feeds.  The  root  is  long  and 
large  3  of  a  brown  colour;    and  full  of  fibres. 

This, 
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This  herb  grows  in  hedges,  and  lanes  s  and 
flowers  in  June,  and  July. 

The  flowers  of  this  plant  are  fuppofed  to  have 
a  fpecific  quality  againft  fcrophulous  difeafes  : 
and  have  been  much  recommended  to  be  ufed, 
in  the  form  of  an  unguent,  applied  to  ulcers, 
when  they  make  too  copious  a  difcharge, 

Enula  campanula,  Ellicampane^  is  a  very 
large  plant ;  having  great  thick  roots,  divided 
into  feveral  branches,  brown  without,  and  white 
within  3  and  of  a  very  ftrong  Icent.  The  lower 
leaves  are  very  long,  and  large ;  foft,  and  hairy 
underneath,  and  green  above  ;  broadefl  in  the 
middle,  and  fliarp-pointed  at  the  end.  It  has 
fometimes  one,  and  fometimes  more  ftalks: 
which  are  divided,  toward  the  top,  into  feveral 
branches  ;  and  grow  to  be  four  or  five  feet 
high ;  the  leaves  are  fet  on  the  ftalks  without 
foot-ftalks ;  being  iliort  and  broad  at  the  bot- 
tom ;  and  ending  fliarp-pointed.  The  flowers 
grow  on  the  tops  of  the  ftalks ;  and  are  near  as 
big  as  a  fun-flower;  confifting  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  long  and  very  narrow  petala,  fet  about 
large  brov/n  fifl:ular  thrums ;  which  pafs  awav 
into  down,  containing flender  longifh  feed.  It 
grows  in  moift  fields,  and  meadows,  in  feve- 
ral parts  of  England. 

The  roots  of  ellicampane  are  gently  irritating ; 
and  were  formerly  fuppofed  to  have  a  ipecinc 
quality  in  curing  the  itch;  and  alfo  to  avail  againft 
the  gout.  They  were  ufed,  combined  with  other 
ingredients,  in  the  form  of  ointments,  and  lini- 

H  3  mcnts  : 
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meats:    to  one   compolition  for   which,    they 

gave  the  name  oi  unguentnm  enulatum. 

EuPHORBiuM,  Gum  Euphorbiti?n^  is  the  in- 
fpiffaced  juice  of  the  plant  of  that  name.  It  is 
the  produce  of  very  hot  countries  :  and  brought 
over  here  in  fmali  drops,  of  a  brownifh  yellow 
colour,  with  little  or  no  fmell ;  but  inflaming 
the  nofe,  and  cauling  violent  fneezing  ;  and,  if 
tafted,  feeming,  as  it  were,  to  burn  the  mouth 
and  throat. 

It  is  very  irritating  and  cauflic:  and  has 
been  ufed  externally  for  exfoliating  carious 
bones ;  and  alfo  as  an  ingredient  in  fome  fup- 
purative  and  digeftive  plafters. 

Ferrum,  Iron,  requires  no  defcription  :  nor 
is  it  externally  ufed  as  a  medicament  in  a  iimple 
ftate.  The  fait,  formed  of  it  bv  combination 
with  the  vitriolic  acid,  is  indeed  ufed  exter- 
nally ;  but  being  obtained  for  the  purpofes  of 
furgery  in  a  mineral  ftate,  it  will  be  m.oft  pro- 
perly treated  of  as  a  true  (imple.  Internally, 
lleel  in  fpecie  is  ufed  as  a  corroborative  and 
e  nmenagogue  :  in  which  laft  intention,  it  ap- 
pears more  efficacious  than  any  other  fubftance 
hitherto  known  :  and  in  thofe  views  it  has  re- 
lation to  the  cure  of  topical  difeafes. 

Fici,  Figs,  are  dried  fruit,  too  well  known 
to  need  defcription. 

Figs  are  edeemed  difcutient,  and  fuppurative: 
and  arencquentlyufedin  catapjafms  5  particularly 
in  the  cataplajma  maturans  of  the  London  Phar- 
macopeia 3  and  the  Juppurans  of  the  Edinburg 
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FoENicuLi  DULCis  SEMEN,  Sweet -fennel feed ^ 
is  brought  hither  from  Germany ;  and  is,  ia 
appearance,  flattifh,  long,  ftriated,  and  fome- 
what  crooked;  of  a  yellowifh  colour;  and 
ftrong  fcent  of  fennel ;  but  with  a  fweeter 
tafte  than  the  feed  of  common  fennel :  than 
which,  it  is  alfo  longer,  more  crooked,  yellower, 
and  lefs  flat. 

Sweet-fennel  feed  is  gently  ftimulating  ;  and, 
therefore,  efteemed  antifpafmodic,  corrobora- 
tive, and  difcutient :  but  it  is  not,  at  prefent, 
much  ufed  in  regular  pradice ;  unlefs  in  the 
cataplafma  aromaticum  of  the  Edinburg  college. 

FoENi  GRu^ci  ^^yiEi^^  Fenugreek  feed.  Thefe 
feeds,  which  grow  in  long  flender  flattifh 
pods,  are  yellow;  hard;  of  afquare  figure;  and 
of  a  very  ftrong,  unpleafant  fmell :  being  the 
produce  of  a  trifoliated  liguminous  plant,  culti- 
vated, in  feveral  parts  abroad,  for  the  fake  of 
the  feed ;  from  whence  it  is  brought  here. 

It  is  ufed  in  cataplafms  as  a  fuppurative : 
and  in  fomentations,  baths,  and  glyfters,  as  an 
emollient,  and  anodyne.  But  it  is,  in  general, 
greatly  difufed  in  the  modern  improved  pradice; 
as  its  efficacy,  comparatively  to  that  of  other 
medicines,  does  not  countervail  the  inconve- 
nience of  its  offenfive  fmell.  It  has,  however, 
a  place  in  the  oil  of  mucilages  of  the  London 
Pharmacopeia. 

Galbanum,  Gum  galhanum^  is  a  gum  refin 
of  a  foftifh  confiftence,  and  fomewhat  ad- 
hefive ;  and  of  a  ftrong  penetrating  fcent,  moft 
generally  not  grateful. 

H  4  Galbanum 
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Galbanum' abounds  in  a  hot  ftimulating  oil: 
and  being  therefore  irritating  and  warming,  is 
capable  of  ailing  as  a  fuppurative  and  corrobo- 
rative, and  accordingly  makes  an  ingredient  in 
the  emplajinim  commune  cum  gtimmis  of  the  Lon- 
don Pharmacopeia  3  and  the  cinplafrriim  gum-- 
moficm  of  the  Edinburg :  and  the  fuppurating 
cataplafms  of  both.  It  is  alfo  faid,  by  writers, 
to  be  emollient:  but  certainly  that  efFedt  cannot 
be  produced  by  irritation. 

Glastum,  Woad^  is  a  herbaceous  plant,  of 
which  the  low^er  leaves  are  large,  long,  and 
fmooth  ;  broadeft  and  round-pointed  towards 
the  end  3  and  of  a  blueiih  green  colour.  The 
ftalks  grow  to  be  about  a  yard  high,  thickly  befet 
with  narrow  fharp-pointed  leaves,  without  foot 
flalks,  and  as  it  v/ere  encompaffing  them  with 
two  {lender  auricles.  The  flow^ers  are  nume- 
rous, growing  on  the  tops  of  the  ftalks,  um- 
bel-fafhion,  and  confifting  each  of  four  fmall 
yellow  leaves.  The  feed  is  long,  flender,  and 
flat,  in  fliape  like  that  of  the  afh.  The  root 
is  thick,  and  woody ;  finking  deep  into  the 
earth.  It  is  found  wild  in  feveral  places :  but 
is  frequently  fown  in  the  fields  for  the  ufe  of 
the  dyers. 

Woad  is  faid  to  be  aftringent :  and,  there- 
fore, fometimes  applied  as  a  ftyptic,  in  cafes  of 
haemorrhages :  as  alfo,  ccmmJxt  with  other  in- 
gredients in  the  form  of  a  plafter,  to  prevent  the 
increafe  of  ruptures,  to  remove  the  wxaknefs 
caufed  by  fprains,  and  to  ftrcngthen  relaxed 
joixnts.  Internally  it  is  adminiftered  to  ftop  effu- 
fions  of  blood  from  ruptured  velicls.  Gum- 
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GuMMi  Ammoniacum,  Gum  Ammoniacumy 
or  Armoniac^  is  a  gum  relin  of  a  peculiar  nature ; 
forming  a  turbid  folution,  of  a  white  colour, 
in  any  aqueous  fluid.  It  is  fuppofed  to  be  the 
infpiffated  juice  of  a  fpecies  of  the  ferula  :  and 
is  brought  here  in  fmall  pieces,  which  are  apt 
to  adhere  to  each  other.  They  are  yellowifh  oa 
the  outiide,  and  white  within :  and  of  a  pe- 
culiar bitterifli  flavour. 

Gum  Ammoniac  is  efl:eemed,  in  external 
application,  to  be  fuppurative,  and  difcutient, 
according  to  the  circumfl:ances ;  and  has,  con- 
fequently,  a  place  in  feveral  of  the  compofitions 
formed  in  thofe  intentions  :  as  particularly  in 
the  emplajirum  e  mucilaginibus  of  the  prefent 
London  Pharmacopeia,  and  the  emplajirum 
gumofum  of  the  Edinburg. 

GuMMi  Arabicum,  Gum  Arabic^  is  a  true 
gum ;  being  foluble  in  water ;  of  a  white, 
or  very  light  brown  colour,  and  confiderably 
tranfparent  when  good. 

Gum  Arabic  diflxDlved  in  water,  makes  a 
ftrong  mucilage  :  which,  being  taken  inwardly, 
is  fuppofed  to  lubricate  the  glands  and  vefljbls ; 
and  prevent  the  inflammation  and  pain  caufed 
by  the  acrim.onious  ftate  of  the  fluids :  as  alfo, 
that  arifing  from  the  natural  pungency  of  the 
urine  in  its  pafTage  5  where  the  parts  are  ulce- 
rated, or  excoriated. 

GuMMi  ELEMi,  Gum  ekmi,  is  a  refinous 
fubflance,  of  a  foftifh  confiftence,  a  yellowifh 
white  colour,  and  pleafant  fcent:  and  is  brought 
here,    from   the   Weft-Indies,    in  oval  cakes, 

wrapt 
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wrapt   up   in  the    leaves   of  flags,    or   other 

plants- 

Gum  elemi  abounding,  like  other  refins  of 
the  fame  kind,  in  a  warm  etherial  oil,  is  irri- 
tating :  and,  being  therefore  applied  to  tu- 
mours, it  is  fuppurative  j  and  to  ulcers  digeflive : 
and  is  accordingly  a  principal  ingredient  in  the 
unguent  called  linementmn  arccei ;  but  by  the 
college  of  London,  at  prefent,  unguentum  e 
gummi  elemi.  It  is  alfo  faid  to  be  emollient, 
and  anodyne :  qualities  contrary,  as  was  ob- 
ferved  before,  to  the  nature  of  irritating  fub- 
ftances. 

Heder  A,  Ivy.  This  plant  is  too  commonly 
known  to  want  defcription. 

The  leaves  of  ivy  were  frequently  applied  to 
iflues,  and  other  ulcers,  as  a  defenfative  and 
emollient :  but  this,  at  prefent,  is  feldom  done 
in  regular  pradice :  plafters,  gently  digeflive, 
fupplying  their  place. 

Helleborus  albus,  (aut  Veratrum,) 
White  hellebore.  The  roots  of  this  plant,  which 
are  the  part  ufed  in  medicine,  are  large,  and  of 
a  tapering  figure  \  the  head  being  very  thick,  of 
a  white  colour,  very  full  of  fibres  on  the  whole 
furface,  and  of  a  hot  naufeous  tafte.  The  plant 
grows  naturally  in  the  mountainous  parts  of 
Switzerland,  Auftria  and  Stiria :  but  flourifhes 
in  our  gardens,  with  great  increafe  by  offsets, 
as  a  native  plant. 

The  roots  of  white  hellebore  are  ufed, 
compounded  with  other  ingredients,  in  the 
form  of  an  unguent,    to  remove  tetters,   and 

other 
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other  foul  eruptions :  and,  particularly,  for  the 
cure  of  the  itch. 

Helleborus  NIGER,  Black helkborc.  The 
roots  of  this  plant,  which  are  the  medicinal 
part,  are  of  a  blackifh  colour,  thick  at  the  head, 
full  of  large  blackifh  fibres,  and  branching.  It 
grows  natively  in  the  fame  places  as  the  white 
hellebore ;  and,  like  it,  is  eafily  naturalized  in 
this  country :  growing,  on  tranfplantation,  in 
gardens  without  any  particular  culture. 

The  roots  of  black  hellebore  is  ufed  exter- 
nally, in  the  fame  manner  as  the  white,  for  cu- 
taneous difeafes :  and  internally,  it  is  adminifter- 
ed  as  an  emmenagogue  ^  in  which  intention  it  is 
found  very  efficacious. 

Hypericum,  St.  Johris  wort^  grows  to  be 
above  two  feet  high,  very  much  fpread  out 
into  branches ;  which  are  fmooth  and  round, 
having,  at  each  joint,  two  fmall  oblong  leaves, 
growing  without  foot-ftalks,  with  three  pretty 
large  veins  running  on  the  backfide  of  each  ; 
and  a  great  number  of  fmall  perforations,  which 
appear  on  holding  it  up  againft  the  light:  whence 
the  plant  is  called  perforata.  The  flowers  are 
numerous,  on  the  tops  of  the  branches ;  confifting 
of  five  yellow  petals,  with  a  great  number  of 
apices,  and  ftamina^  and,  when  bruifed  between 
the  fingers,  emitting  a  bloody  juice.  The  feed- 
vefifel  is  longidi  and  angular,  fomewhat  like  a 
corn  of  barley,  divided  into  three  partitions  ; 
which  are  full  of  very  fmall  brown  feeds,  that 
have  a  fmell  fomewhat  like  refin.  The  root 
is   hard^.  an4   woody;   fpreading  much,    and 

abiding 
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abiding  many  years.     It  grows  in  hedges,  and 

amongft   buflies;    and  flowers  in   June,    and 

July. 

St.  John's  wort  is  efteemed  amongft  the 
principal  of  the  vulnerary  clafs  of  fimples :  and 
has  a  part  in  many  of  the  former  ccmpofitions 
for  external  applications  in  that  intention  ;  but, 
at  prefent,  the  oil  formed  from  it  by  infufion,  is 
moft  ufed. 

Labdanum.  habdamim  is  a  refinous  fub- 
ftance,  brought  from  Candia,  and  other  places 
in  the  Archipelago  ;  of  which  the  beft  is  in 
pieces  of  a  fhining  black  colour,  when 
broken  ;  a  hard  confiftence,  when  cold,  but 
eafily  foftening  with  a  gentle  heat ;  and  of  a 
flrong,  but  agreeable  fcent  There  are  two 
other  inferior  forts  :  of  which  the  better  is 
formed  into  rolls,  like  Spanifh  juice  of  li- 
quorice, and  the  worft  into  twifted  rolls,  like 
fmall  wax  tapers. 

This  gum  abounds  in  a  warm  ethereal  oil :  and, 
being  gently  irritating,  may  therefore  be  properly 
deemed  fuppurative,  digeftive,  or  corroborative, 
according  to  the  application,  when  mixt,  with 
other  ingredients,  in  the  form  of  plafters,  or  un- 
guents. It  has  a  place  in  the  emplajirumjioma^ 
ckiciim  of  the  London  Pharmacopeia. 

Lapis  calaminaris,  Calamine  Jlone,  is 
one  of  the  ores  of  zinc,  containing  a  conlidera- 
ble  quantity  of  that  femi-metal,  combined  with 
lapidaceous  earths,  and,  frequently,  mineral 
fulphur.  It  is  found  in  the  form  of  a  ftone  of 
various  hues,  of  yellow,  or  brown  :  but  never- 
thelefs  appearing  as  if  calcined.  Lapis 


Chirurgical   Pharmacy,        109 

Lapis  calaminarls  has  a  gentle  aftiingent 
power  :  and  is,  therefore,  repellent.  It  is,  in 
confequence  of  this  quality,  in  great  ufe  at 
prefent,  combined  with  proper  unftuous  fub- 
flances  in  the  form  of  a  cerate;  as  a  general  ci- 
catrizer  of  ulcers,  or  excoriated  parts  :  and 
fometimes  alfo  in  that  of  an  unguent,  for  re- 
moving the  fluxion  and  inflammation  of  fore 
eyes. 

Lapis  h^^matites,  Blood-Jicne^  is  an  ore 
of  iron,  under  the  appearance  of  a  ftone,  of  a 
red  colour,  which  it  imparts  alfo  to  the  furfaces 
of  bodies  rubbed  with  it ;  heavy ;  and  fome- 
times fl:riated,  and  frequently  as  it  were  chry- 
ftallized. 

Blood-fl:one  has  the  fame  virtues  as  the  lapis 
calaminaris  y  and  has  been  fometimes  applied  to 
the  fame  purpofes  in  medicine :  but  is,  at  prefent, 
much  difufed. 

Lavendula,  Lavender,  is  a  plant  too  well 
known  to  require  defcription. 

Lavender,  containing  a  warm  ethereal  oil,  is 
antifpafmodic  :  and  is  fometimes  externally 
ufed  in  baths  and  fomentations.  It  has  the  fame 
virtues  internally ;  but  is  feldom  adminiilered 
in  fpecie :  the  eflential  oil,  extraiTied  by  diflilla- 
tion,  being  ufed  infl:ead  of  the  intire  fubflance 
of  the  plant.  ' 

Laurus,  I'he  bay-tree^  is  too  well  known  to 
require  defcription. 

The  leaves  of  the  bay-tree  are  gently  flimu- 
lating  ;  and,  being  confequentiy  antifpafmodic 
and    corroborative^    may  be  properly  ufed  in 

thofe 
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thofe  Intentions :  but  they  are  moft  frequently 
introduced  into  emollient  fomentations ;  where, 
as  was  obferved  before,  ftimulating  fubftances 
have  no  concern  ;  uniefs  when  there  is  danger 
of  an  approach  to  a  gangrenous  (late. 

The  berries  of  the  bay-tree  have  the  fame 
qualities  as  the  leaves ;  and  are  compounded, 
with  other  ingredients,  into  theformof  plafters, 
unguents,  and  cataplafms :  as  in  the  emplajirum 
e  cymine  of  the  London  Pharmacopeia,  and  in 
the  cataplajma  aromaticum  of  the  Edinburg.  An 
oil  is  alfo  extracted  from  the  berries,  by  ex- 
prellion. 

Lichen  terrestris,  (aut  Lichen  ci^ 
NEREus  terrestris,)  Ground-Hverwort^  is  an 
herb,  of  which  the  root  confifts  only  of  fmall 
fibres,  that  faften  in  the  earth  a  clufter  of 
thick  crumpled  hollow  leaves,  of  an  afli  colour 
on  the  upper  fide,  but  whiter  underneath, 
where  the  roots  are  emitted  ;  and  of  thefe  alone 
the  plant  is  compofed.  The  manner  of  frudi- 
fication  is  too  obfcure  to  be  explained. 

This  plant  is  efteemed  a  fpecific  againft  the 
jabies,  or  maniacal  fever,  caufed  by  the  bite  of 
mad  dogs.  But  the  certainty  of  its  having  any 
fuch  virtue,  is  not  v^ell  eftabliflied  hitherto. 

Lilium  album,  White  lilhy  is  too  common 
to  need  defcription. 

The  roots  of  white  lillies  contain  a  mucila- 
ginous matter  :  and  are  frequently  ufed  in  fup- 
purative  cataplafms  :  and  emollient  fomenta- 
tions, particularly  the  fuppurating  cataplafm  of 
the  Edinburg  Pharmacopeia.     The  flowers  are 

faid 
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faid  to  anfwer  the  fame  end :  but  are  not  fo 
often  ufed  -,  being  more  difficult  to  be  procured, 
and  affording  much  lefs  of  that  matter  on  which 
their  efficacy  depends. 

Lin  ARIA,  Toad'JIaXy  is  a  plant  with  white 
flender  creeping  roots :  from  which  arife  feveral 
jftalks,  a  foot  or  more  in  height,  covered  all 
over  with  long  narrow  fharp-pointed  leaves,  of 
a  blueifh  green  colour.  On  the  top  of  the  ftalks 
grow  feveral  pretty  large  yellow  flowers,  of  a 
fingle  leaf,  the  fore  part  having  the  figure  of  a 
gaping  mouth,  the  hinder  part  a  heel  or  fpur. 
The  under  lip  is  largeft,  downy  or  hairy  in  the 
infide,  and  of  a  faffi-on  colour.  The  feed  is 
fmail,  black,  and  flattifh,  growing  in  a  round 
bicapfuiar  feed-veffel.  This  herb  grows  every 
where  upon  banks,  and  hedges  3  and  flowxrs  ia 

The  toad- flax  is  gently  irritating  ;  and  fome- 
what  aftringent.  It  is  externally  ufed  in  the 
form  of  an  ointment ;  but  mofl:  frequently  iu 
the  cafe  of  the  piles. 

LiNi  SEMEN,  Lmfeed^  is  the  produce  of  the 
herb  flax ;  and  too  well  known  to  require  de- 
fcription. 

Linfeed,  on  being  infufed  in  water,  affords 
a  thick  infipid  mucilage  ;  and,  confequently, 
Hke  other  fuch  fubftances,  is  emollient  and 
fuppurative :  in  which  intentions,  it  is  frequent-- 
ly  ufed  externally,  in  the  form  of  cataplafms 
and  fomentations  :  and  it  has  a  place  alfo  in 
the  oil  of  mucilages  of  the  London  Pharma- 
copeia. 

LiTHAR- 
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LiTHARGYRos,  Litharge.  This  fubftance 
is  lead  calcined  in  the  refinement  of  gold  and 
filver :  but  it  does  not,  neverthelefs,  differ  from 
lead  reduced  to  the  ftate  of  a  calx  in  any  other 
way. 

Litharge  is  not  ufed  in  a  fimple  ftate  in  me- 
dicine :  but  having  the  quality  of  being  foluble 
in  fubftantial  oils,  it  becomes,  in  combination 
with  them,  a  proper  fubftance  for  plafters : 
which  are  either  applied  fimply ;  or  made  the 
bafis  of  other  compofitions.  The  litharge  of 
itfelf,  when  combined  with  the  oil,  has,  how- 
ever, only  a  fmall  degree  of  adive  power: 
which  is  that  of  repelling  gently  :  and  its  utility 
lies,  therefore,  principally  in  giving  a  proper 
confiftence  to  the  compofition ;  and  in  correding 
the  relaxing  quality  of  the  oil ;  as  well  as  its  pu- 
trefcence.  Minium,  or  red  lead,  or  lead  any 
other  way  calcined  till  it  affume  a  pulverine 
form,  may  be  fubftituted  for  the  litharge : 
which,  as  was  juil;  before  obferved,  does  not 
differ  from  them,  but  in  the  manner  of  calci- 
nation; borrowing  nothing  from  the  gold  or 
filver. 

Malva  vulgaris,  Co77imo7i  mallows^  is  a 
plant,  that  has  a  thick  whitifli  rcot,  running 
down  deep  into  the  ground,  with  feveral 
branches  and  fibres.  The  lower  leaves  have 
very  long  hairy  foot-ftalks  ;  being  of  a  round 
form,  but  divided  into  five  blunt  indented 
fecSions.  The  ftalk  is  large,  two  or  three 
feet  high,  fomewhat  hairy,  befet  with  leaves 
which  are  lefs  round  than  the  lower,  and  hav- 
ing 
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ing  the  indented  fedions  more  confpicuous. 
The  flowers  are  monopetalous ;  but  cut  into  five 
fegments  of  a  bright  red  colour,  Vv^ith  a  num- 
ber of  deeper  coloured  veins  interfperfed.  They 
grow  in  a  double  calyx  ;  the  outer  ccnfifting  of 
three  ^  and  the  inner  of  five  parts.  The  feeds, 
as  they  lie  together,  are  flattifli  and  round  :  re- 
prefenting  a  cheefe.  This  herb  is  found  every 
where  by  the  way  fides :  and  fiowers  in  May 
and  June. 

Common  mallows  is  of  the  fame  nature 
with  marfh-mallows  3  but  fuppofed  to  be  in- 
ferior in  virtue.  It  is,  neverthelefs,  fubfti- 
tuted  for  the  latter,  where  that  is  not  to  be 
obtained :  and  affords,  by  decodion,  a  mu- 
cilage, that  is  emollient ;  as  are,  likewife,  the 
leaves  themfelves,  or  the  flowers,  when  ufed  in 
the  form  of  a  cataplafm :  or,  mixt  with  oily 
fubfiances,  in  form  of  a  plafter. 

Marjoranus,  Marjoram,  Is  an  herb  too 
well  known  to  need  defcription. 

Marjoram  is  a  warm  aromatic  herb  ;  and  is 
fometimes  ufed  in  external  applications ;  parti- 
cularly the  oleum  "viride  of  the  prefent  London 
Pharmacopeia. 

Mastiche,  Majiich^  is  a  refinous  fubftance, 
obtained  from  the  lentifcus,  or  maftich  tree : 
as  is  faid,  only  in  the  ifland  of  Chios,  in  the 
Archipelago.  It  is  in  the  form  of  drops,  that 
are  hard,  brittle,  tranfparent,  and  of  a  yellow- 
iih  w^hite  colour,  agreeable  fmell,  and  aflrin- 
gent  taile. 

I  Maftich, 
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Maftich,  like  other  rcfinous  bodies,  is  ({U 
mulating,  and  warming:  and,  therefore,  anti- 
ipafmodic,  and  corroborative.  It  is  ufed  in  thefe 
intentions,  externally,  combined  with  other  in- 
gredients, both  in  form  of  plaflers,  and  un- 
guents :  and  it  is  faid,  likewlfe,  to  be  extreme- 
ly efficacious  in  prcfttving  the  [lums  or  teeth  : 
for  which  end  it  is  chewed,  and  kept  in  the 
mouth. 

Mel,  Honey ^  is  a  fubftance  too  well  known 
to  need  deicription  Honey  was  formerly  in 
great  ufe  in  medicine;  as  well  externally,  as 
internally.  But  is  now  more  rarely  employed. 
Honey,  when  externally  applied,  ftimulates: 
and,  by  its  irritating  power,  is  gently  detergent : 
though  it  is  feldom,  at  prefent,  employed  in 
this  intention,  except  in  compofitions  with  more 
powerful  ingredients. 

Melilotus,  Melihty  is  aplant,  \vhichhasa 
large,  woody,  fpreading  white  root :  from  which 
fpring  many  flender  channelled  fmooth  ftalks, 
two  or  three  f^et  high :  having,  at  every  joint, 
three  oblong  round-pointed  green  leaves,  fet 
together  upon  one  foot-fblk,  and  ferrated  about 
the  edges,  and  frequently  gnawed  by  infedls. 
The  flov/ers  grow  on  long  Ipikes  ;  being 
yellow,  and  papilionaceous,  or  in  fhape  of 
pea-blolToms,  but  much  lefs :  and  to  each 
of  them  fucceeds  a  finall  rough  round  pod. 
The  whole  plant,  but  efpecially  the  flowers, 
have  a  ftrong  pleafant  fmell.  This  herb  grows, 
frequently,  among  the  corn ;  and  in  hedges : 
and  flowers  in  June. 

Melilot 
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Melilotisfaid  to  be  mollifying,  difcufling,  and 
anodyne ;  and  was,  therefore,  formerly  ufed 
in  catapiafms,  and  fomentations,  in  thofe  in- 
tentions* It  is,  neverthelefs,  irritating,  and 
confeqUeritly  more  properly  a  digeftive :  to 
Which  end,  it  was,  till  lately,  an  ingredient  in 
the  compofition  of  a  plafler,  that  was  in  gc- 
fteral  ufe  for  blifters.  Bat  this  plafter  is  now 
Irejeded,  for  that  purpofe,  in  the  modern  im- 
proved praftice  :  and  the  herb  itfelf  will,  m.ofl 
probably,  with  the  great  multiplicity  of  others 
formerly  employed  unnecelTarily  for  intentions 
that  could  be  equally  well  or  better  effedled 
without  them,  be  wholly  laid  afide. 

Mentha  sativa,  Garden-mini^  is  an  herb 
foo  well  known  to  need  defcription. 

Mint  contains  a  warm  eflential  oil^  and  aro- 
matic fpirit :  and  is,  confeqtiently,  gently  fti- 
mulating  :  on  which  account  it  is  antifpafmodic^ 
•when  externally  applied  ;  and  cordial,  when 
internally  taken.  It  has  accordingly  a  place  in 
the  cdtaplafma  arOmatictim  of  the  Ediriburg 
Pharmacopeia. 

MercuRius,  ^ickfih'er.  See  Argei^tUM 
tivu?^. 

Mercurius  calcinatus,  aut  MfeRCtr^ 
PLius  PRECipiTATus  PER  SE,  Cakined merturyi 
or  Precipitate  per  fe,  is  mercury  converted  intb  a 
ted  powder,  by  fubjedi ng  it,  with  an  expanded 
furface,  td  a  heat,  lefs  than  will  evaporate  it,  for 
a  confiderable  length  of  time  ;  fuffering  the  air 
to  have  free  accefs  to  the  furface, 

I  ^  Pre- 
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Precipitate  per  fe  has  the  fpecific  powers  of 
mercury  :  and  excites  great  evacuations  -,  parti- 
cularly as  a  cathartic.  It  is  not  ufed  externally : 
but  internally  it  is  adminiftred  in  venereal 
cafes ;  and  for  the  cure  of  fcorbutic  and  other 
difeafes  that  produce  topical  fymptoms. 

Mercurius  precipitatus  albus,  Whke 
precipitate  of  mercury.    There  are  two  very  dif- 
ferent preparations;  which  go  under  this  title: 
and  which  are  properly  diftinguifhed  by  diffe- 
rent  names   in   the   Edinburg   Pharmacopeia. 
The  one  is  a  precipitation  of  the  mercury  from 
fublimate,  by  means  of  fixt  alkaline  falts :  in 
v/hicb  ftate  it  is  deprived  of  the  greateft  part  of 
the  acid,  combined  with  it  in  the  form  of  fubli- 
mate  3    and,    lofing  confequently  its  corroiive 
property,  is,  therefore,    rightly  called,    in  the 
Edinburg  Pharmacopeia,  mercurius  precipitatus 
didcis,  or  fweet  precipitate.  The  other  is  a  preci- 
pitation of  mercury  combined  with  fpirit  of  nitre^ 
by  the  addition  of  fea-falt,  on  the  principle  ex- 
plained in  the  Institutes  of  Experimental 
Chemistry,  under  the  name  of  precipitation  by 
corrofan :  in  confequence  of  which,  retaining  its 
full  proportion  of  acid,  though  part  of  it  be  fpirit 
of  nitre,  and  part  of  it  fpirit  of  fait,  it  is  equally 
corroiive  Vv^ith  the  fublimate  itfelf. 

The  fweet  precipitate  has  the  fpecific  powers 
of  mercury,  without  the  corroiive  nature  of  the 
faline  preparations  ;  and  is,  therefore,  extremely 
proper  for  external  ufe,  combined  with  unftu- 
ous  ingredients,  for  the  cure  of  the  itch,  and 
other  fuch  cutaneous  diforders  as  require  the 

appli- 
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application  of  mercurials.  The  white  corrofive 
precipitate  may  be  ufed  where  mercurial  cau- 
flics  are  wanteds  but  it  is  not  often  applied  by 
furgeons,  though  frequently  by  farmers. 

Mercurius  precipitatus  ruber,  Red 
precipitate  of  mercury^  is  a  combination  of  mer- 
cury, with  a  lefs  proportion  of  nitrous  acid, 
than  will  produce  a  faline  ftate  of  the  compound. 
It  is  prepared,  by  diffolving  the  mercury  in  fpirit 
of  nitre  ;  then  evaporating  to  drynefs  the  fait 
produced  ;  and  afterwards  fubjeding  it  to  a  cal- 
cining heat,  till,  by  driving  off  a  part  of  the  acid, 
the  remaining  mafe  be  converted  to  a  fubftance 
of  a  bright  red  colour  5  not  faline,  but  corrofive 
in  a  confiderable  degree ;  though  not  equal  to 
that,  which  it  had  before  it  fuffered  this  change 
by  heat  3  nor  to  that  of  the  corrofive  fublimate. 

Red  precipitate  has  the  fpecific  properties  of 
mercury,  with  fome  proportion  of  efcarotic  power : 
and  it  is,  therefore,  ufed  mofi:  commonly  as  a 
detergent  for  ulcers  foul  from  venereal  viru- 
lence :  and  fometimes  in  others  3  but  with  lefs 
profpecft  of  advantage :  not  being  fuperior,  unlefs 
where  its  fpecific  virtue  is  in  queftion,  to  other 
detergents.  It  is  alfo  of  late  given  internally 
in  fome  topical  cafes,  where  mercurials  are  re- 
quired ;  but  with  the  addition  of  opium : 
without  which  it  would  produce  troublefome 
fymptoms  in  the  inteflines. 

Mercurius  sublimatus  corrosivus.  Cor" 
7^Gfive  mercury  fublimate^  is  a  metallic  fait,  form- 
ed of  mercury,  and  the  acid  of  fea-falt.  It  has 
been  moft  commonly  prepared  from  a  mixture  of 

I  3  mercury. 
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mercury,  fea  fait,  nitre,  aiid  green  vitriol,  fiib-? 
jecled  to  a  due  heat  in  proper  lubliming  g'aiTes: 
from  whence  it  rifes  in  cakes  of  a  white,  glitter- 
ring,  granulated  appearance.     But  no  part  of 
the  green  vitriol^^  or  nitre,   enters  into  its  cc?i^- 
portion  :  the  ufe  of  thofe  ingredients,  being 
only  to  feparate  the   acid  of  the  fea- fait  from 
the    natron,    or  alkaline  bafis,  in  order  to  ita 
combination  with  the  mercury :  which  would 
be  otherwife  prevented  by  the  fuperior  attraftion 
pf  the  natron  with  that  acid.     In  the  improved 
praftice  of  chemiftry,  the  acid  of  the  nitre  only 
is  added,  as  in  the  procefs  of  the  prefent  Phar- 
inacopeiaofEdinburg:  or, which  is  much  cheap- 
er, the  acid  of  vitriol  3  as  in  the  procefs  give^ 
in  ^  late  treatifc,  called  The  Elaboratory 
LAID  OPEN  :   either  of  which  anfwer  equally 
well  the  fame  end,  as  the  crude  vitriol  and  ni- 
tre, in  feparafcing  the  acid  of  fea- fait,  ip  order  to 
its  adlion  on  the  mercury. 

Corrpfive  mercury  fublim.ate  has  the  fame 
fpecific  property  in  the  cure  of  difeafes,  as  the 
crude  merc^ry,  or  other  preparations  of  it :  and 
is,  befides,  greatly  qauftic.  It  is  not,  however, 
frequently  applied  externally  :  the  other  pre- 
paration, above  explained,  called  the  red  pre- 
cipitate of  mercury,  taking  place  of  it  in  that 
view.  But  a  folution  of  it  in  vinous  fpirit,  has 
lately  been  adniiniftered  in  venereal  cafes,  under 
the  name  of  Neapolitan  drops :  though  it  is  now 
faid,  without  any  certainty  of  the  fuccefs  at  firft 
^xpedec^,  unlefs  it  be  joined  to  other  medica- 
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MeRCURIUS  SUBLIMATUS  DULCIS,  ET  CA- 
LOMEL, Mercurhis  ditlcis  {5?  calomel^  are  com- 
binations of  the  corrofive  fublimate,  with  an 
additional  quantity  of  mercury,  by  trituration, 
and  repeated  fublimations:  through  which  means 
the  corroding  power  of  the  fublimate  is  taken 
off;  and  it  is  rendered  more  lenient  and  fafc 
for  internal  ufe.  When  the  fublimation  is  only 
repeated  three  times,  the  produce  is  called 
mercurius  dulcisy  but,  when  icwtn  times,  r^- 
lomel. 

Mercurhis  dulcis  &  calomel  have  the  fpecific 
properties  of  mercury  :  and  are  capable,  when 
taken  internally,  of  being  conveyed  into  the 
habit ;    which    crude    mercury,    uncombined 
with  acids,  refufes;    while,  at  the  fame  time 
the  proportion  of  acid  is  not  fo  great,  as  to  ren- 
der them  corrofive  and  too  adtive,  as  the  fub- 
limate and  other  faline  combinations  of  mercury 
and  acids.      Mercurius   dulcis  &  calomel  are, 
therefore,  the  moft  frequently  adminiftered  of 
any  mercurials :  as  being  the  moft  efficacious 
of  any,   that  are  fafe :  and  they  are  of  great 
moment  in  the  cure  of  topical  diforders :  as  well 
fuch  as  arife  from  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  other 
contagious  virulence,  as  from  fcrophulous,  and 
other  glandular  diforders  -,  or  the  defed:  of  due 
fecretions  and  evacuations.    Externally,  mercu- 
rius dulcis  &  calomel  are  rarely  ufed,    though 
they  might  be  applied  in  unguents  with  the 
fame  effedt  as  the  white  precipitate.     The  ad- 
ditional repetitions   of  the  fublimation,  which 
nuke  the   difference  betwixt  mercurius  dulcis^ 

I  4  &  ca^- 
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&  calomel,  arc  not  at  prefent  believed  necefla*^ 
ry  to  the  perfedlion  of  the  medicine  ;  provided  a 
thorough  commixture  of  the  feveral  parts  of 
the  cakes  by  mechanical  means  be  made  be- 
twixteach  fublimation. 

Millepedes,  JVoodHce,  are  too  v^ell  known 
to  require  defcription. 

Woodlice  have,  in  a  lefs  degree,  the  fame 
qualities,  as  cantharides ;  but  not  in  a  fufficient 
proportion  to  produce  the  fame  effeft,  when 
externally  applied.  They  have,  however,  a 
ftrong  antifpafmodic  power,  by  their  irritation: 
and  ftimulate  the  glands,  v/hen  remifs  in  their 
fecreting  adion,  to  a  due  difcharge  of  their 
office  5  enabling  them  to  propel  the  ftagnated 
and  concreted  juices,  which  caufe  obftrudions  in 
them.  Though  they  are  not,  therefore,  exter- 
nally ufed :  yet  they  have  been  frequently  ad- 
miniflered  internally :  and,  as  is  faid,  with 
great  fuccefs  in  fcrophulous  and  fcorbutic  cafes : 
particularly  tumours  of  the  glands  of  the  neck, 
and  fore  eyes:  and  alfo  in  obftinate  and  ill- 
conditioned  ulcers  attending  thofe  difeafes.  They 
have  been  alfo  given  in  paralytic,  and  other  to- 
pical nervous  complaints,  with  the  like  proba- 
bility of  fucefs. 

Minium,  or  Read  lead,  is  lead  reduced  to  the 
flate  of  a  calx,  of  a  bright  red  colour,  by  long 
and  flow  calcination. 

Minium,  or  red  lead,  has  a  repellent  fub- 
aftringent  quality:  and  being  combined  with 
oil,  by  means  of  heat,  corredts,  as  v/as  before 
obferved  of  the  litharge,  the  relaxing  qualities 

of 
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of  it,  and  alfo  its  putrefcence ;  at  the  fame  time, 
that  it  renders  the  compofition  of  a  fit  conlift- 
ence  for  plafter.  But  the  plafter  thus  formed, 
differs  little  from  that  made  with  litharge,  pro- 
vided the  proportion  with  refped:  to  the  oil  be 
the  fame. 

Myrrh  A,  Myrrh,  is  a  refinous  fubftance, 
brought  from  the  Eaft-Indies  in  lumps  of  vari- 
ous magnitude,  appearing  femi-tranfparent,  and 
of  a  yellowifh  brown  hue,  but  when  powdered 
becoming  of  a  yellow  colour.  It  is  of  a  foft 
cohering  texture,  aromatic  fmell,  and  warm 
bitterllh  tafle. 

Myrrh,  like  other  refinous  fubftances  of  the 
fame  nature,  is  irritating:  and  ftimulates  the 
parts,  where  it  is  applied,  to  exert  their  vital 
adlion,  in  which  intention  it  has  a  place  in  the 
cataplafma  aromaticum  of  the  Edinburg  Difpen- 
fatory  :  and  it  feems  alfo,  together  with  this 
quality,  to  have  a  certain  degree  of  fubaftrin- 
gency.  It  is  ufed  outwardly,  at  prefent,  being 
diffolved  in  fpirit  of  wine,  in  the  form  of  a 
tindture,  to  promote  the  exfoliation  of  carious 
bones ;  and  was  formerly  much  applied  to  foul 
ulcers,  as  a  detergent ;  and  accounted  alfo  a 
capital  vulnerary.  It  is  efteemed,  alfo,  one  of 
the  moil  effedual  prefervatives  and  remedies 
againft  the  fcurvy  in  the  gums,  and  the  decay 
of  the  teeth. 

Nicotian  A,  "Tobacco,  is  a  plant  that  has 
very  large,  broad,  foftifh,  clammy,  green  leaves, 
two  feet  long,  and  fliarp-pointed  at  the  ends. 
The  ftalk  is  about  as  thick  as  the  thumb,  round, 

and 
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nnd  fomewhat  hairy  i  befet  alternately  with 
leaves,  like  the  others,  but  fmaller,  and  with- 
out foot-ftaiks.  The  flowers  grow  on  the  tops 
of  the  ftalks,  of  a  pale  red  colour,  in  fhape  of 
long  hollow  tubes,  with  the  brims  fpread  out 
in  five  fegments.  The  feed-veffels  arc  long 
and  round-pointed ;  divided  into  two  parts,  full 
of  a  great  number  of  very  fmall  brown  feeds. 
It  is  fown  in  the  fpring,  and  flowers  in  July  and 
Auguft. 

The  leaves  of  tobacco,  or  ftalks  of  the  leaves, 
which  are  the  parts  ufed  in  medicine,  contain 
a  warm  and  greatly  ftimulating  oil ;  that  feems 
alfo  to  have  fome  degree  of  narcotic  power ;  aa 
likewife  that  of  deitroying,  not  only  animalculae,. 
but  even  the  fmaller  kinds  of  animals,  by 
touching  them  only.  It  was  formerly  in  fre- 
quent ufe,  combined  with  oils ;  or  with  them, 
and  other  uncftuous  bodies,  in  the  form  of 
ointments ;  for  wounds,  ulcers,  and  tumours^ 
particularly  fuch  as  were  fcrophulous :  and  for 
the  piles  alfo.  The  decodtion,  formed  by  boiling 
the  leaves  or  ftalks  in  water,  has  alfo  been 
ufed  for  the  itch  ^  and  other  eruptive  difordera 
of  the  fkin :  and  is  undoubtedly  effeftual  for 
fuch  of  them,  as,  like  the  itch,  depend  on 
animalculae  :  which  it^  never  fails  to  deftroy 
where  it  reaches  them. 

NiTRUM.     S^e   Sales    medii>    or   neu- 

TRALES. 

Oleum  amygdalarum,  Oil  of  almonds /is 
a  fiibftantial  oil,  extrafted  from  the  kernels  of' 
the  fruit  of  the  almoj;id  tree* 
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Oil  of  almonds  is  free  from  any  irritating  fub- 
ftance  :  and,  therefore,    from   its  confiftence, 
relaxing  and  emollient :  but  it  is  rarely  ufed  ex- 
ternally, except  in  the  volatile  liniment  of  the 
JLondon  Pharmacopeia :  as  being  inferior  in  thofe 
qualities  to  oil  of  oUves,  as  well  as  more  pu-^ 
trefcent,  and  of  greater  price.     But  internally, 
it  is  more  frequently  ufed  as  an  ernoUient ;  be^ 
ing  combined  with  fome  kinds  of  fyrups ;  and 
frequently  with  the  balfams  of  vegetables.     It 
is,    alfo,    ufed  internally,    in  the  form  of  an 
emulfion,  prepared  by  bruifing  the  almonds  to 
pulp  with  the  addition  of   water ;    and  then 
flraining  off  the  fluids  from  the  remaining  fo- 
lid  matter.    This  emuliion  is  moft  generally 
^dminiftered,  as   an  emollient :    but  its  more 
certain  quality  is  that  of  a  reftorative  :  as  it  is  ex- 
tremely nutritious ;  and  of  a  nature  fo  fimilar 
to  chyle,  that  it  is  capable  of  becoming  alimen- 
tary, where  there  may  not  be  fufficient  ftrength 
in  the  inteftines  to  digeft  moft  other  fubftances. 
Oleum  olivarum,  Oil  of  dives y  is  a  fub- 
ftantial  oil,  expreffed  from  the  fruit  of  the  olive 
tree  ;  and  is  of  that  kind  of  fixt  oils,  which,  on 
being  expofed  to  the  air,  even  under  a  mode- 
jfate  degree  of  heat,  do  not  fuffer  any  feparation 
of  one  part  from  the  other,  by  exhaling  or 
evaporation,  till  a  change  be  made  in  its  nature 
by  putrefaftion,  to  which  it  is,  moreover,  lefs 
difpofed,  than  moft  other  fubftantial  oils.     It  is. 
of  an  inaftive  nature^  and  free  from  any  ftimu- 
lating  fubftances,  by  means  of  which  it   may 
irritate   the  fibres   of   animals :    but,   on  the 

con- 
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contrary,  it  greatly  relaxes  them.  On  the  fcore  of 
thefe  qualities^  it  is  endued  with  the  power  of  an 
emollient  5  and  is  fometinies  ufed  limply  in  that 
intention;    but  more   often  combinedly   with 
other  fubftances,  poiTeffed  of  the  fame  quality, 
in  the  form  of  an  ointment.     It  is  alfo  ufed  in 
combination  with  lead :  which,  as  was  before 
obferved,    it  diifolves  ;    and  forms  with  it  a 
fubftance  of  due  confiflence  for  plafters ;  that 
are  of  a  nature  moil:  properly  only  defenfativc : 
the  oil  taking  off  the  aftringent  quality  of  the 
lead,  which  would  other  wife  render  it  repellent: 
and  the  lead  the  relaxing  power  of  the  oil.  But, 
being  further  compounded  with  other  ingre- 
dients, this  compofitlon  ferves  as  a  bafis  for  them 
in  the  formation  of  plafters  fubfervient  to  other  in- 
tentions. Oil  has  alfo  a  place  in  feveral  digeftivc 
compofitions,  in  the  form  of  unguents:  where 
it  ferves  both  to  the  correcfting  the  too  acrimo- 
nious, or  irritating  action  of  the  other  ingre- 
dients ;  and  to  the  procuring  a  due  confiftence 
in  the  compound. 

Oleum  palm^,  Palm  oily  is  a  fubftantial 
oil,  extracted  from  the  fruit  of  the  palm  tree. 

It  is  of  the  fame  nature  with  the  oil  of  olives ; 
and  ufed  in  the  fame  manner,  in  the  formation 
of  fome  unguents  and  plafters  :  particularly 
thofe  of  the  Pharmacopeia  of  Edinburg,  the 
compilers  of  which  feem  to  think  it  more 
emollient. 

Oleum  seminis  lint,  Linfeed  oil^  is  ex- 
prefled  from  the  feed  of  manured  flax.  It  is  a 
iibftantial  oil  of  that  kind^  which  fuffers  a  fe- 
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paration,  without  putrefadion,  on  being  cx- 
pofed  to  the  air  :  a  volatile  part  flying  off  ^  and 
leaving  the  other,  firft  in  a  vifcid,  and  at  length 
in  a  folid  ftate.  On  this  account,  as  well  as  its 
being  of  a  more  irritating  nature  than  oil  of  olives, 
the  latter  is  preferable  to  it,  for  medicinal  ufes : 
and  it  is,  therefore,  rarely  applied  externally, 
in  regular  pradice,  as  an  emollient,  fmiply^ 
But  it  is  admitted  into  the  emollient  unguents 
of  the  Edinburg  Pharmacopeia;  and  fome- 
times  ufed,  combined  with  fulphur,  in  the 
form  of  a  balfamic  fubftance :  though,  at  pre- 
fent,  oil  of  olives  is  preferred,  even  for  that 


Olea 

issentiali 

ET  »THEREA 


preparation. 

f  Caryophillorum, 
Cham^meli, 

Lavkndul^, 

LiMONUM, 

Macis, 
)  Mentha, 
}  Origani, 

Rhodii, 

rorismarini, 

RUT^, 
SUCCINI, 

LTerebinthinjE, 


Ej/cntial 


Camomile^ 
Lwvender, 

Mace. 
Mint. 


and  ethereal^  ^ 

T     ^  I  Onzanum. 

oils  of  t  T,  r         J 

•^  •  Kojenjjood. 

Rofemary^ 

Rue. 

Amher. 

JTurpentine. 


The  effential  oils  of  cloves,  mace,  and  le- 
mons, are  obtained,  by  expreffion,  from  the 
parts  of  the  fruits  which  afford  them,  in  the 
countries  where  the  trees  that  produce  them  are 
cultivated.  The  other  effential  oils  :  and  the 
ethereal  oils  of  amber,  and  turpentine,  are  ob- 
tained by  the  diftillation  of  the  fubftances  which 
yield  them :  but  differ  not  generically  from  the 
effential  oils  procured  by  expreffion.  The  ef- 
fential oil  of  lemons  is  commonly  known  by  the 

name 
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hartle  of  ejfence  of  lemom:  and  that,  called  th^ 
oil  of  mace ^  is  not  obtained  from  the  mace  5  but 
from  nut-megs :  though,  through  feme  erro- 
neous notion,  it  has  acquired  this  name  in  the 
officinal  language. 

Effential  and  ethereal  oils  have  a  very  confi- 
derable  power  of  irritation ;  and  are,  therefore, 
antifpafmodic,  corroborative,  difcutient,  or  fup- 
purative,  according  to  the  circumftances,  under 
which  they  are  employed.  Mofft  of  them  have 
a  greater  or  lefs  degree  of  acrimony  :  and  fome 
of  them  are  highly  cauftic  :  as  thofe  of  cloves 
ind  origanum.  Tney  are,  therefore,  externally 
iifed  in  all  thofe  various  intentions,  combined 
tvith  unduous  ingredients,  which  ferve  as  well  as 
a  vehicle,  or  bails  of  the  compound,  as  to  check 
their  too  great  activity,  in  the  form  of  plafters, 
unguents,  cataplafms,  and  balfams  :  and  the 
oils  of  cloves  and  origanum  are  fometiiftes  em- 
ployed alfo  to  promote  the  exfoliation  of  bonesy 
through  their  corrofive  and  exedent  power  on 
Ihe  animal  body. 

The  effence  of  lemons,  and  the  oil  of  Rho- 
dium, are  principally  ufed,  on  account  of  their 
fragrance,  to  give  a  grateful  fcent  to  the  compo- 
fitions  they  enter. 

Olib  ANUM.  Olibanum  is  a  refinous  fubftance, 
brought  from  the  Eaft-IndieSj  in  large  round 
drops  J  which  are  of  an  opaque  white  colour, 
a  little  inclining  to  yellow,  or  fometimes  red  ; 
a  ftrong  refinous  fmell  j  and  a  v/arm  bitteri^^ 
tafte. 
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Olibanum  has,  in  fadt,  the  fame  qualities  as 
the  other  refinous  fubftances  of  the  like  kind: 
but  It  is,  neverthelefs,  eileemed  aftringentj 
and  repellent ;  and  is  clafTed  among  the  epu- 
lotics.  It  has  a  place  in  the  pre  fen  t  emplajlrnm 
defenjivum  of  the  Edinburg  Pharmacopeia,  to- 
gether with  Venice  turpentine :  but  the  addition 
of  both  of  them  certainly  tends  to  render  the 
Compofition  rather  fuppurative,  or  digeflive,  tham 
limply  defenfative. 

Ova  gallinacea,  Hen's  eggs^  require  no 
defcription. 

Eggs  are  rarely  ufed  in  external  applications:- 
and  internally,  they  may  rather  be  deemed  st 
proper  part  of  diet,  than  of  medicine  :  though, 
confidered  as  reftoratives,  they  may  juftly  havd 
a  place  in  that  clafs.  The  whites  being  a  mu- 
cilage of  a  very  adhefive  nature,  and  fubjeft  ta 
be  coagulated  by  alum,  a  preparation  of  it  is 
diredled,  in  the  prefent  London  Pharmacopeiaj 
tinder  the  name  of  coagulum  ahmnnofi^m. 

Opium.  Opimn  is  the  infpiflatcd  juice  of 
the  Aiiatrc  poppy.  It  is  brought  here  in  fiat 
pieces,  wrapt  in  leaves ;  and  is  of  a  firm  con- 
fiftence,  fomewhat  adhefive  ;  of  a  very  dark 
brown  colour,  a  little  inclining  to  red  3  of  S 
fmell  peculiar  to  poppies,  and  found  in  every 
part  of  them ;  and  of  a  tafte,  \x\  which,  be- 
lides  fomething  peculiar,  a  flfong  bitternefs 
J)revails. 

Opium  is  an  extremely  powerful  narcotic : 
and  lefTens,  or  removes  the  efFe(5ts  of  irritation, 
and  the  fpafmodic  flate  of  the  nerves,  produced 

by 
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by  it.     It  is  fometimes  ufed  externally,  in  com- 
pofition  with  other  ingredients,  as  an  anodyne; 
as  alfo  in  that  of  the  efcarotic  compolition,  called 
the  'velvet  caiijlic :  but  the  operation  of  opium 
in  this,  or  any  other  inftances  of  its  external 
ufe,  is  much  lefs  to  be   depended  upon  than 
that,  which  it  has,  when  internally  adminifter- 
ed.    This  internal  efficacy  extends,  neverthe- 
lefs,  to  the  relief  of  feveral  topical  cafes.     For 
not  only  inflammation,  and  the  febrile  confe- 
quences  of  it,    are  counteraded  by   opium  : 
but  profufe  difcharges  of  blood,  and  pus,  are 
frequently  checked  ^  particularly  in  cafes  of  dy- 
fenteries,  floodings  of  the  catamenia,  or  other 
fuch  inftances,  where  the  difcharge  is  owing  to 
irritation,  or  the  ipafmodic  ftate  of  the  parts 
occaiioned   by  it.     Opium  likewife  mitigates, 
and  fometimes  intirely  cures,  thofe  pains  in  va- 
rious parts,  particularly  in  the  inteftines,  that 
are  owing  to  cramps  and  nervous  pains. 

Panis  MiciE,  Crumb  of  bread^  needs  no  de- 
fcription. 

The  crumb  of  bread,  on  account  of  its  ab- 
forbency  of  fluids,  and  pafiive  nature,  is  fre- 
quently ufed  in  cataplafms,  to  bring  them  to  a 
due  confiftence.  Its  operation  is  not,  however, 
properly  medicinal,  but  fecondary  to  thofe  in- 
tentions ;  as  it  a6ts  only,  as  a  fpongy  vehicle, 
to  retain  and  hold  together  the  fluid  ingredients, 
that  are  the  real  medicaments. 

Petroleuim  Barbadense,  Barbadoes  tar. 
See  Fix  liquida. 

Piper 
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Piper  niger,  Black  peeper,  is  too  well 
known  to  need  defcription.  It  is  the  fruit  of  a 
climbing  plant,  brought  to  us  from  the  Eaft* 
Indies. 

Black  pepper  contains  a  flimulating,  acrimo- 
nious, and  indeed  cauftic  oil.  It  has,  therefore, 
the  irritating  eftefts  of  fuch  kinds  of  fubftances: 
and,  though  faid  to  be  particularly  efficacious 
againfl  nervous  pains  and  paralytic  affedions, 
it  is  but  rarely  ufed  externally ;  unlefs  in  one  of 
the  compofitions  for  a  bliftering  plafler  of  the 
prefent  Edinburg  Pharmacopeia:  where  one 
would  not  expecft  to  find  it  conjoined  with  ver- 
degrife,  and  muftard-feed. 

Piper  Jamaicense,  Vimento^  or  Jamaica 
pepper,  is,  like  the  black  pepper,  in  too  com- 
mon ufe  to  require  defcription.  It  is  the  fruit 
of  a  large  tree :  and  brought  to  us  from  the 
ifland  of  which  it  bears  the  name. 

Jamaica  pepper  contains  a  hot  pungent  oil, 
like  that  of  cloves :  and  has  the  fame  irritating 
power,  that  black  pepper,  or  other  fuch  fub- 
flances,  pofTefs.  It  is  rarely  ufed  externally, 
unlefs  in  the  cataplafma  aromaticiim  of  the  pre- 
fent Edinburg  Pharmacopeia :  which  is  given  as 
a  fubftitute  for  the  theriaca  externa. 

Pix  A  RID  A,  Common^  ox  ^tone-pitchy  is  a  ful> 
fiance  too  well  known  to  need  defcription. 
It  is  that  part  of  the  terebinthinate  refm  of 
pine  trees,  which  cannot  be  extradled  from  the 
wood,  without  fuch  a  degree  of  heat,  as  burns, 
gad  converts  it  to  blacknefs. 

K  Pitch 
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Fitcli  lias  the  fame  medicinal  properties,  asf 
otlier  rellns .:  but  is  rendered  more  ftimulating 
than  the  common  i  efin  of  pines,  by  the  acftion 
of  the  heat  in  its  extraction.  It  is  ufed  exter- 
nally in  compofi'ions  for  digeftives;  and  anfwers 
in  that  intention,  as  odier  refinous  fubftances. 
It  is,  however,  at  prefent  rarely  employed,  un- 
lefs  in  the  iinguentiim  bafilicon  nigrum :  which  is 
itfelf,  indeed,  negleded  in  the  improved  prac- 
tice ;  as  being  Inferior  to  the  ba/iliconfaium. 

Pix  Burg  UN  DIG  A,  Burgundy  pitchy  is  a  refi- 
nous fubftance,  obtained  from  pine-trees,  of  a 
whitidi  brown  colour,  opaque,  and  more  ad- 
hefive,  but  lefs  hard  and  tenacious,  than  refin. 
It  is  of  a  middle  nature,  betwixt  turpentine 
and  refin  ;  not  being  fo  much  deprived  of  the 
fpirit  and  water,  to  which  turpentine  owes  its 
fluidity,  as  to  attain  the  hardnefs  of  refin. 

Burgundy  pitch  is  of  the  fame  medicinal  na- 
ture, as  other  terebinthinate,  or  refinous  fub- 
flances  :  being  irritating ;  and  confequently 
fuppurative,  or  digeftive,  according  to  the  cir- 
cumftances :  but  not  in  fo  great  a  degree  as 
turpentine,  tar,  or  even  common  pitch.  It  is, 
therefore,  frequently  ufed,  in  compofitions  for 
plafters,  formed  in  thefe  intentions :  as  alfo  in 
the  epifpaftic  plafters  of  the  Edinburg  Pharma- 
copeia; and  the  cephalic  of  the  London. 

Pix  LiQUiDA,  Tary  is  too  well  known  to 
need  defcription.  It  is  the  terebinthinate  fubftance 
of  the  pine-trees,  that  cannot  be  extracted  from 
the  wood  without  a  confiderable  degree  of  heat ; 
but  which  yet  requires  lefs  than  pitch.     Tar 

is. 
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is,  therefore,  of  a  middle  nature,  betwixt  pitch 
and  common  turpentine.  Tar  has  the  fame 
medicinal  properties  as  pitch  :  but  is  more  irri- 
tating 3  as  approaching  nearer  to  the  nature  of 
turpentine,  by  containing  a  conliderable  propor- 
tion of  the  fame  ethereal  oil.  It  is,  therefore, 
like  thofe  two  fubflances,  externally  ufed  in 
compoiitions  for  digeftive  medicaments. 

There  is  a  foffile  kind  of  tar,  being  an  undu- 
ous  bitumen,  which  is  brought  from  Barbadoes; 
and  agrees,  in  its  general  medicinal  qualities, 
with  the  vegetable.  It  is  properly  called,  in  the 
London  Pharmacopeia,  petroleum  Barbadenfe ; 
but  vulgarly  Barbadoes  tar :  and  is  foiiietimes 
ufed,  in  external  applications,  as  digeftive,  and 
detergent ;  but  rarely  in  regular  practice. 

Plumbum,   Lead^  needs  no  defcription. 

Lead  has  a  ftrong  aftringent  effed:  on  animal 
fibres,  efpecially  when  corroded  by  acids.  It  is 
not,  however,  ufed  limply  3  but  amalgamated 
with  mercury,  it  is  applied,  as  a  repellent  and 
difcutient,  in  the  form  of  an  ointment;  and 
fometimes  in  that  of  a  plate ;  the  mercury  being, 
in  fuch  cafes,  rubbed  on  the  furface. 

PoPULUS  NIGER,  The  black pophr  tree.  The 
leaves  of  this  tree  gave  the  name  to  a  compofi- 
tion  for  an  anodyne  unguent,  formerly  of  general 
nfe;  but,  at  prefent,  neglefted  in  the  improved 
pradice.  There  is  no  reafon,  moreover,  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  poplar  leaves  contributed  to  the 
efficacy  of  the  ointment  in  this  intention. 

PVrethrum,  Pelliiory  of  Spaifi.  The  roots 
of  this  plant  are  the  parts  ufed  in  medicine ; 
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and  are  brought  here  from  the  more  fouthern 
countries  of  Europe.  They  are  about  the  thick- 
nefs  of  a  finger  3  of  a  yellowifh  brown  colour 
on  the  outfide,  but  whiter  within  5  and  of  a 
very  hot  burning  tafte. 

The  roots  of  pellitory  of  Spain  are  ftimu- 
lating;  and  were  formerly  ufed  in  fuppurative, 
digeftive,  and  antifpafmodic  pi  afters. 

Re  SIN  A,  Refm^  is  the  concreted  balfam  of 
plants:  and  there  are  a  great  variety  of  kinds  diftin- 
guifhed  by  different  names,  under  each  of  which, 
fuch  as  make  a  part  of  the  MateriaChirurgo-Me- 
dica,  will  be  confidered  in  their  refpedive  alpha- 
betical place.  But,  by  the  word  rejin  fimply,  is 
underftood  that  kind  which  is  in  common  ufe ; 
and  is  the  produce  of  pine,  and  fir  trees  3  extract- 
ed either  by  moderate  heat  from  the  wood  of  the 
trees;  or  from  the  turpentine  previoufly  obtained. 

Refm  is  moderately  irritating ;  and  is,  there- 
fore, ufed  in  uncftuous  compolitions,  formed  in 
the  intention  of  fuppuratives,  and  digeftives: 
in  moft  of  which,  it  has  fome  (hare :  as  it  con- 
duces, from  its  own  folid  confiftence,  to  that 
which  is  required  in  the  unguents. 

Rosa  damascena,  T^he  damajk  rofe.  This 
plant  is  too  well  known  to  require  defcription. 

The  damalk,  and  other  rofes,  are  fuppofed  to 
have  a  fubaftringent,  and  repellent  quality  j  but 
are  not  ufed  externally  in  fubftance,  in  regular 
praftice.  The  water  medicated  with  them,  by 
means  of  diftillation,  is,  however,  employed 
in  the  preparation  of  the  iingiientum  pomatwn^ 
or,  according  to  the  prefent  Pharmacopeia  of 
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London,  the  limple  ointment.  Where  it  is, 
neverthelefs,  only  added  as  a  perfume ;  rather 
on  the  principle  of  elegance,  than  utility, 
Rofe- water  is  alfo  frequently  made  the  vehicle, 
or  bafis  of  collyria,  or  lotions  for  the  eyes,  on 
account  of  its  fuppofed  repellent  quality. 

Rosa  rubra,  Redrofes^  need  no  defcription. 

Red  rofes  are  faid  to  be  more  repellent,  than 
any  of  the  other  kinds ;  and  were,  therefore, 
formerly  ufed  in  unguents,  and  other  compo- 
litions,  for  external  ufe.  But  they  are  now 
much  neglefted  in  regular  praftice :  except 
that  a  preparation  of  them,  by  infulion  in  water, 
and  the  addition  of  honey,  called  mel  rofaru??? .,  or 
honey  of  rofes,  is  frequently  ufed  in  aftringent, 
and  repellent  gargles ;  and  for  fome  other  fuch 
purpofes. 

Rosmarinus,  Roftmary^  is  a  plant  too  well 
known  to  need  defcription. 

The  leaves  and  flowers  of  rofemary  contain  a 
warm  ftimulating  oil :  and  are,  therefore,  corro- 
borative, and  antifpi^fmodic :  and  as  fuch,  have 
fometimes  a  place  in  the  compofition  of  plafters, 
and  fomentations.  The  oil  is,  llkewife,  com- 
bined with  fpirit,  ufed  internally,  as  a  cordial, 
and  antifpafmodic. 

Rut  A,  Rtce^  is  a  frutefcent  ever-green  plant, 
whofe  elder  branches  are  tough,  and  woody ! 
having  fmooth  blueidi  green  leaves,  divided  in- 
to an  uncertain  number  of  fmall  oval  fe(flions, 
which  are  fomevv^hat  thick,  fat,  and  round- 
pointed  at  the  end.  The  flowers  grow  on  the 
tops  of  the  younger  ihoots  5  confifting  ufually 
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of  four  yellow,  hollow,  (coojvlike  leaves,  Indent- 
ed in  about  the  edges,  and  having  eight  yellow 
flamina,  encompaiiing  a  roundirti  *^jt<^n  head, 
cut,  as  it  were,  into  four  parts:  growing  large, 
and,  feemingly,  perforated  widi  many  holes : 
containing  Imall  black  rough  feeds.  The  root  is 
Wvoody,  having  many  fibres. 

Rue  contains  a  llimularing  eJiential  oil,  that 
irritates,  and  invic^oratcs  the  nerves.  It  is  fel- 
doni  ufed  externally,  in  regular  prailice,  in 
fubftance:  but  the  iesve;.  are  cii^ployed  in  the 
preparation  of  the  green  oil  of  the  prefent  Phnr- 
macopeia  of  London.  Internally  ufed  in  the 
form  ofdecodion^  rue  is  greatly  deobfiruent  and 
antifpafnriodic. 

Saccharum,  Sugary  is  a  fubflance  too  well 
known  to  require  defcription.  That  which  is 
mofl  generally  ufed  in  Europe,  is  produced  in 
the  Weft-Indies,  from  a  fpecies  of  cane,  called 
from  thence,  the  fugar-ca^ie. 

Sugar  is  efteemed  emollient,  and  fuppurative: 
and  is,  therefore,  fometimes  added  to  cataplafms 
in  that  intention. 

Saccharum  saturni,  Sugar  of  lead,  is  a 
metallic  fait,  formed  from  the  combination  of 
lead,  and  the  acid  of  vineo;ar ;  bv  diffolvine  the 
lead  in  the  vinegar;  and  afterwards  feparating 
the  new  compoujid  from  the  aqueous  part  of 
the  vinegar,  by  chryftaliization. 

Sugar  of  lead  is  greatly  aftringenl ;  and, 
therefore,  repellent:  in  which  intention,  it  is 
ufed,  combined  with  v/ax  and  oil,  in  the  form 
of  an  unguent  3  as  alfo  in  that  of  an  embrocation, 
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diffolved  in  water  frequently,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  other  ingredients.  It  is  alfo  fometimes 
ufed  in  adiflblvcd  ftate,  in  the  manner  of  an  in- 
je<5lion  for  gleets  and  profufe  uterine  difcharges. 

Sagapenum.  Sagape/mm\s  a  gum  refin,  of  a 
hornlike  fubftance  j  its  appearance  being,  in  fome 
degree,  tranfparent ;  and  of  a  brownifh  colour, 
where  intirc  ;  but  whitirti,  when  broken.  It 
is  of  a  difagreeable  fmell ;  feeming  a  compound 
of  the  fcent  of  fome  of  the  more  fragrant  refms, 
and  afa  foetida,  or  garlic. 

Sagapenum  has  the  fame  irritating  power,  as 
the  other  relinous  fubftances ;  and  is  fometimes 
ufed  in  difcutient,  and  fuppurative  plafters. 

Sales  alkalini,  Alkaline  fait s^  are  fueh 
falts,  as  will  combine  with  acids;  forming  a 
neutral  kind  of  fait,  in  which,  both  their  own 
nature,  and  that  of  the  acid  combined  with 
them,  is  changed.  They  have  a  faponaceous 
quality  :  that  is  to  fay,  they  are  capable  of  pro- 
ducing, by  combination  wath  them,  an  union 
betwixt  oil  and  water  :  and,  in  confequence  of 
their  attradion  with  oils,  they  corrode  the  folid 
parts  of  animals,  fo  as  to  deftroy  their  texture. 
They  are  of  two  kinds,  fixt,  and  volatile. 
Of  the  firft  of  which,  there  are  feveral  fpecies ; 
and  of  the  latter,  but  one.  The  fpecies  of  fixt 
alkaline  falts,  ufed  in  medicine,  are  three,  di- 
ftinguifhed  lately  by  the  author  of  the  Inftitutes 
of  Experimental  Chemiftry,  into  the  lixiviate 
fait,  the  fal  calcarius,  and  xhtfal  faponarius. 

The  lixiviate  fait  is  produced  by  the  incinera* 
tion,  or  burning  to  afhcs  of  moft  kinds  of  vege- 
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Jable  fubilances ;  and  it  is  fepai  ated  from  the 
calcined  earth,  which  is  the  ether  conuituent 
oftheaihes,  by  means  of  water ;  which,  having 
diliolved  the  fait,  is  poured  oil,  or  ftrainedfrora 
the  earth  ;  and,  being  afterwards  evaporatcd3 
leaves  the  fait  dry. 

The  lixiviate  fait  being  corroiive,  efpecially 
when  highly  calcined,  is  fometimes  ufed  as  a 
cauffic  ;  but  not  fo  frequendy  as  the  fal  fapo- 
narius :  which  is  much  more  powerful.  It  is, 
however,  an  ingredient  in  the  moft  ufeful 
cauftic  compofition  hitherto  known :  which  is 
the  mixture  of  it,  with  lime  and  fope,  mentioned 
more  particularly  elfew^here  in  this  work.  Lixi- 
jViate  fait  may,  with  great  advantage,  be  ad- 
miniftered  internally  in  many  topical  cafes :  as 
i;t  is  the  moft  effedlual  difcutient,  by  its  diffolving 
.power,  of  fcrophulous,  and  other  tumours  of 
the  glands  ;  as  well  as  alterative  of  that  vitioua 
i;raris  of  the  blood;  which  is  the  caufe  of  foul, 
and  other  unkindly  ulcers  3  efpecially  thofe  of 
the  cedematous  kind. 

The  fal  calcarws  is  generated  in  lime  by  the 
calcination,  which  converts  the  ftones,  from 
which  it  is  produced,  into  that  fubftance ;  and 
may  be  extradted  from  the  earth  of  the  lime,  in 
the  fame  manner,  as  the  lixiviate  fait  from  the 
earth  of  the  aflies.  Th^  fal  calcariiis  is  rarely 
ufed  alone  externallv ;  but  combined  with  the 
lixiviate  fait,  in  x\\q  fal faponarius^  it  is  the  prin- 
cipal caudic  in  ufe.  It  is  frequently  ufed  in- 
ternally, as  an  alterative:  and  as  a  dilToIvent  of 
the  ftonej  in  the  kidneys  and  bladder. 


Chirurgical  Pharmacy.  137 
The  fal  faponarius  is  a  combination  of  the 
lixiviate  fait  with  the  fal  calcarius :  which  is 
effeded  by  the  adding  water  to  the  Uxiviate 
fait,  and  lime  commixt :  whence  a  compound 
fait  is  formed,  much  more  dilTolvent  and  cor- 
jolive,  than  either  of  thofe  which  conftitute 
it.  The  folution  of  this  fait,  when  of  a  certain 
degree  of  ftrength,  is  called  y^/>^  lye^  or  capital 
lye  ;  and  being  evaporated  to  drynefs,  it  yields 
the  cauftic,  which  was  formerly  moft  generally 
ufed,  called  the  lapis  infernalis  5  and,  with  the 
addition  of  lime,  the  caujlicu7n  fortius  ^oithQ  pre- 
fent  London  Pharmacopeia.  The  fope  lye,  or 
folution  of  this  fait,  or  the  fait  itfelf,  combined 
with  oil  in  the  form  of  fope,  is  likewife  greatly 
in  ufe  internally,  as  a  diflblvent  of  the  flone  and 
gravel  in  the  bladder,  kidneys,  and  liver. 

Volatile  alkaline  fait  s  are  only  produced  by  the 
putrefadion  or  burning  of  animal  or  vegetable 
fubftances :  except  in  the  inftance  of  fome  few 
vegetables,  where  they  are  found  in  a  native 
ftate  ;  or  of  native  foffile,  fal  Ammoniacus  ^ 
which  yields  it  by  decompofition,  through  alka- 
line falts,  chalk  or  lime. 

Volatile  alkaline  falts  are  extremely  pungent, 
and  irritating;  and,  in  fome  degree,  corrofive: 
efpecially  when  combined  with  the  jal calcarius. 
They  are,  however,  but  rarely  ufed  by  exter- 
nal application :  except  in  the  compofitlon  called, 
by  the  college  of  Edinburg,  emplajirum  volatile  y 
but  more  properly,  by  the  college  of  London, 
ipiihema  volatile  ^    in  which   the  fpiritus  falls 
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Sales  neutrales,  Neutral  fait  s^  arc  luch 
falts,  as  are  formed  by  the  combination  of  acids 
with  alkaline  falts,  or  earths. 

There  are  a  great  variety  of  fpecies  of  neutral 
falts  :  but  thofe  ufed  principally  in  medicine, 
are :  the  falpolychrejiia^  or  tart  arum  vitriolatum ; 
the  Jal  mirabilis  GJauberi,  nitre  ^  fea-falt^  fal  ca-^ 
thartiaisov  Epjom falt^  2LnAfalAmmoniacus.  They 
are  not,  except  the  fal  Ammoniacus^  (which  is 
an  ingredient  of  the  cataplafma  difcutiens  of  the 
prefent  Edinburg  Pharmacopeia)  ufed  by  ex- 
ternal application  ;  but  internally,  they  are  ca- 
pable of  contributing  greatly  to  the  cure  of  ma- 
ny topical  diforders.  Nitre,  taken  as  an  alte- 
rative in  particular,  has  been  of  late  highly 
recommended  for  the  correding  that  depravity 
of  the  habit,  which  produces  fome  kinds  of 
foul  and  unkindly  ulcers :  and  its  effeft  on 
thofe  which  depend  on  an  hydropic  habit, 
not  caufed  by  a  fchirrous  liver,  is  yet  more 
certain.  Sea-falt,  taken  in  its  natural  ftate  of 
folution,  in  fea- water,  is  likewife  faid  to  avail 
greaty  in  fcrophulous  and  fcorbutic  cafes  :  and, 
perhaps,  xht  fal polychreftus ^  when  a  trial,  equal 
to  that  of  the  others,  (hall  be  made  of  its  vir- 
tues, will  be  found  to  prove  much  more  effica- 
cious,  than  either  of  them.  The  fal  poly  chre/lusj 
fal  mirabilis •,  zndi  fal  catharticus  amarus  (which 
is  found  in  the  (hops,  under  two  names ;  that 
of  Glauber's  fait,  fiditioufly ;  and  that  of  Ep- 
fom,  With  which  it  is,  in  fact,  truly  the  fame,) 
are  alfo  fei  viceable  in  many  topical  cafes,  admi- 
niftered  as  cathartics :    which   intention  they 
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ferve  with  greater  certainty,  and  lefs  inconve- 
nience, than  the  rougher,  or  draftic  purges  of 
native  vegetable,  or  prepared  mineral  fub- 
ftances. 

Sambucus,  Elder,  is  an  arborefcent  plant, 
too  well  known  to  need  defcription. 

The  leaves,  flowers,  and  interior  bark  of  elder^ 
are  fuppofed  to  be  emollient  and  repellent:  and 
are,  therefore,  frequently  ufed  in  external  appli- 
cations, combined  with  other  proper  ingredients, 
in  the  forms  of  unguents  and  oils,  and  fome- 
times  in  thofe  of  cataplafms,  and  fomentations. 
Sanguis  draconis,  Dragon's  blood,  is  a  re- 
fin  brought  from  the  Eafl,  in  the  form  of 
roundifh  lumps,  or  pieces ;  which  are  of  a 
reddilli  brown  and  dark  colour,  when  intire  j 
but  a  ftrong  red,  when  reduced  to  pow^der. 

Dragon's  blood  is  efteemed  aftringent,  and 
corroborative  ;  and,  as  fuch,  has  a  place  in  the 
emplaftrum  roborans  of  the  London  Pharma- 
copeia ;  and  other  compofitions  in  that  in- 
tention. 

Sapo,  SopCy  is  a  combination  of  oil,  water, 
and  (htfalfaponarius  (abovementioned,  p.  137.) 
or  fixt  alkaline  fait,  formed  by  the  fait  of  lime, 
and  lixiviate  fait  of  vegetables.  There  are  three 
kinds  in  medicinal  ufe  :  the  hard,  under  the 
names  of  Cajiile  and  Venetian  \  the  fojh,  and 
the  black.  The  hard,  and  the  foft,  differ  ma- 
terially from  each  other  only  in  the  proportion 
of  water  remaining  combined  with  the  oil,  and 
alkaline  fait :  the  black  from  them,  in  having  a 
larger  proportion  of  the  fait  to  the  oil ;  and  in 

having. 


J40  Theory   of 

havings  moreover,  fome  of  the  burnt  oil  of  the 
vegetables,  from  whence  the  lixiviate  fait  was 
obtained,  fuperadded  (by  its  being  retained  w'lih 
the  fait  after  incineration)  to  the  other  in- 
gredients. 

Sope,  in  confequence  of  the  fixt  alkaline  falts 
it  contains,  has  a  diffolving  power  on  the  con- 
creted juices  of  animals;  and  is,  therefore,  dif- 
cutient,  and  deobftruent.  From  the  ftrong  at- 
traction of  the  falts  on  oils,  it  is  likewife  corro- 
five  to  the  folids  of  animals  ^  and  therefore 
cauftic.  It  is,  confequently,  ufed  externally 
in  all  thofe  intentions.  As  a  difcutient,  com- 
pounded with  other  ingredients,  in  the  form  of 
plafters  and  unguents ,  and  alfo  in  a  ftate  of  fo- 
lution,  in  fpirit  of  wine,  under  the  name  of 
opodeldoc :  and  as  a  cauftic,  compounded  with 
lime,  and  fometimes  an  additional  quantity  of 
falfczponarius ;  or  fimple  lixiviate  falts.  Inter-^ 
nally,  fope  is  frequently  adminiftered  as  a  dif- 
folvent  for  the  ftone,  and  gravel  in  the  kidneys; 
and  for  removing  thofe  obilrucftions  of  the  liver, 
that  depend  on  concretions  formed  in  the  gall, 
bladder,  or  biliary  dufts, 

Sarsaparilla.  Sarfaparilla ,  is  an  herba- 
ceous plant :  of  which  the  roots  only  have  been 
hitherto  ufed  in  medicine ;  and  are  brought  to 
us  from  various  parts  of  South  America.  They 
are  branched  into  fmall  ramifications ;  having 
a  thin  brown  membrane  on  the  outfide,  with 
white  ligneous  parts  under  it ;  and  a  pith  in 
the  middle,  of  the  fame  colour.  All  which, 
when  boiled  together  in  watcr^  afford  a  decoc- 
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tion  that  has  only  a  weak  flavour,  but  fomewhat 
refembling  the  tafte  of  the  fmall  muflirooms, 
commonly  called  with  us  champignons,  but 
more  earthy  ;  and  a  dark  brown  colour,  and 
opaque  appearance. 

The  root  of  farfaparilla  is  not  ufed  in  external 
applications :  but  internally,  the  decodion  is 
found  of  the  greateft  efficacy,  in  the  cure  of  fe- 
veral  topical  diforders  ;  particularly  thofe  of  the 
fcorbutic,  and  even  leperous  kind  :  and  alfo, 
when  given  with  or  after  mercurials,  in  the  mofl 
inveterate  cafes  of  the  venereal  difeafe :  efpecially 
where  nodes,  or  carious  bones  are  the  refult.  It 
does  not  appear,  to  what  particular  qualities  the 
extraordinary  efficacy  of  this  fubftance  is  ow- 
ing ;  and  it  may,  therefore,  at  prefent  be  juftly 
ranked  amongft  the  fpecifics. 

Sassafras.  Sq/fafras  is  a  large  tree,  which 
grows  in  feveral  parts  of  the  Eaft  and  Weil- 
Indies.  The  root,  and  its  bark,  which  are  the 
only  parts  ufed  in  medicine  vv^ith  us,  are  brought 
from  America.  Thefe  roots  are  large,  and 
formed  of  a  ligneous  fubftance  j  of  a  confide- 
rable  degree  of  hardnefs,  and  a  pretty  ftrong 
fcent ;  not  difigreeable  to  moft  perfons. 

Saflafras  is  not  ufed  externally  :  but,  being 
ftimulating  and  corroborative,  it  is  often  ufed 
internally  in  diet-^drinks,  for  the  cure  oi  fcor- 
butic, and  other  topical  diforders. 

ScoRDiuM,  JVater  germander^  is  a  frutefcent 
herbaceous  plant,  having  fmall  ftringy  creeping 
roots,    from  which    fpring  a  great  many  hairy 
llalks,  about  a  foot  high,  befet  with  two  ob- 
long 
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long  round- pointed,  fomewhat  wrinkled,  and 
hairy  leaves  at  each  joint,  without  foot-il:alk^3, 
having  roundifh  indentures  about  the  edges.  The 
flowers  come  forth  among  the  leaves,  in  thin 
whorles  of  a  reddifh  colour:  having  no  galea, 
but  only  a  labella.  They  are  fet  in  hairy  five- 
pointed  calyces,  at  the  bottom  of  which  grow 
four  fmall  feeds.  The  whole  plant  has  a  ftrong 
aromatic  fcent,  but  with  fome  proportion  of  that 
of  garlick.  It  grows  in  marfhy,  and  fenny  places. 

Scordium,  containing  fome  proportion  of 
warm  aromatic  oil,  is  gently  irritating  ^  and, 
confequently,  anfwers  in  thofe  intentions,  where 
fuch  kind  of  vegetable  fubll:ances  avail.  It  i$ 
not,  in  the  prefent  pradice,  frequently  ufed  ex- 
ternally :  but  the  college  of  London  have  given 
the  leaves,  which  is  the  part  employed  in  me- 
dicine, a  place  in  their  cataplafma  ^  cy?ni?ie. 

Serpentaria,  Virgi?2iajhake- rooty  is  the 
root  of  a  plant,  called  the  pijhhchic ;  which 
is  found  in  Virginia,  and  fome  other  parts  of 
North  America.  But,  it  is  faid,  that  three 
fpecies  of  it  are  promifcuoufly  brought  hither, 
and  fold  in  the  Hiops,  under  this  general  name. 
Thefe  roots  conlift  of  a  great  number  of  fmall 
fibrous  ramifications,  of  a  vellow  colour :  and 
hot  aromatic  fmell,  and  tafi;e. 

Snake-root  is  gently  ftimulating :  and,  there- 
fore, antifpafmodic,  and  corroborative,  either 
ufed  internally,  or  externally :  it  has  a  place  in 
the  cataplafma  ^  cynmie  of  the  London  Pharma- 
copeia 3  but  is  otherwife  rarely  applied  in  exter- 
nal  applications.     It  is  more  frequently  admi- 
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nlftered  as  an  internal  medicine :  though  not 
for  the  cure  of  topical  difeafes,  except  in  the 
cafe  of  the  bites  of  hearts  infefted  with  the  rabies. 

SciLLA,  Squills^  are  large  bulbous  roots,  of 
a  pear-like  figure,  compofed  of  feveral  lamina 
of  coats ;  and  fending  out  three  filamentous 
fibres  at  the  center  of  the  bottom. 

Squills  have  a  peculiar  Simulating  power  on 
the  glands  and  excretory  vefiels ;  irritating 
without  inflammation  :  thence  promoting  a  dif- 
chargc  from  the  parts  on  which  they  ad.  They 
are  generally  prepared  for  medicinal  ufe  by 
combination  with  vinegar,  which  is  then  called 
the  acetum  fcillittcum ;  and  but  rarely  ufed  in 
external  applications,  except  in  the  emplajirum 
de  cicuta  cum  Ammoniaco  of  the  Edinburg  Phar- 
macopeia, into  the  compofition  of  which  the 
acetum  fcilliticum  enters.  Internally,  they  are 
adminiftered  for  paralytic,  and  other  afthmadic 
affedions  of  the  breaft  and  lungs  :  as  alfo  for 
dropfies  and  obftrudions  of  the  liver :  but,  in 
the  laft  cafe,  they  are  moftly  taken  in  fuch 
quantities,  as  produce  an  emetic  efFed 

Sevum,  Suet^  is  thofe  adipofe,  or  fat  parts 
of  animals,  that  are  of  a  firmer  and  harder 
confiftence.  The  fuet  of  deer,  and  other 
hearts,  was  formerly  in  ufe  :  but,  at  prefent, 
in  regular  pradice,  that  of  fheep,  or  mutton 
fuet,  only  is,  in  general,  retained  in  the  com- 
pofitions,  where  fuch  ingredients  find  a  place. 

Suet,  being  concreted  oil,  like  all  other  oleous 
fubftances,  that  have  no  acrid  ftimulating  matter 
in  them,   is  relaxing  and  emollient :   and  is, 

there- 
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therefore,  made  an  ingredient  in  feveral  ddmpo* 
litions  for  plafters  and  unguents :  where  it  cor- 
recfts  the  too  irritating  power  of  terebinthinate^ 
and  refinous  fubftances :  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
gives  a  due  confiftence  to  the  mafs ;  which  oils, 
or  other  kinds  of  fofter  fat,  would  not  produce. 
Indeed  the  principal  reafon,  that  decides  in  the 
preference  of  oil,  or  fuet,  to  each  other,  in  the 
formation  of  plafters  or  unguents,  is  the  fuita- 
blenefs  of  their  confiftence  to  that  of  the  com- 
pound intended.  For  their  properties,  confi- 
dered  medicinally,  are,  in  other  refpeds,  much 
the  fame. 

SiNAPi,  Mujiard,  is  a  plant  too  well  known 
to  require  defcription.  The  feed  only  is  ufed  in 
medicine. 

Muftard  feed,  containing  a  warm  ftimulat- 
ing  oil,  as  well  as  a  large  proportion  of  volatile 
alkaline  fait,  is  extremely  irritating,  though 
without  cauftic  acrimony,  and  confequently  a 
powerful  antifpafmodic.  It  is,  therefore,  fre- 
quently applied,  in  that  intention,  in  paralytic, 
and  other  topical  nervous  cafes,  in  the  form  of 
a  cataplafm,  to  which  the  name  oi  finapifmm 
has  been  given ;  and  it  has  alfo  been  fometimes 
ufed  in  fuppurating  cataplafms,  and  fomenta- 
tions, prepared  by  boiling:  but  fuch  treatment 
is  deftrudive  of  the  medicinal  virtues  of  this 
fubftance ;  as  they  greatly  depend  on  the  vola- 
tile fait,  which  is  quickly  exhaled  and  diffipated 
by  this  degree  of  heat. 

SoLANiTM    LETHALE,    Deadly   mght-jhade^ 
is  a  twining  plant,  having  many  thick,  long, 

fpreading 
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foreading  roots,  that  (hoot  forth  many  tall  an- 
gular ftalks  to  a  man's  height,  or  more,  befet 
with  dull  green  leaves,  in  fhape  like  common 
night-fhade,  but  much  larger.  The  flowers 
grow  among  the  leaves,  fet  fingly  on  long 
foot-ftalks,  and  are  large,  hollow,  and  bell- 
fafhioned,  divided  into  fix  fegments  at  the  ends, 
and  of  a  duiky  brown  greenilh  colour  on  the 
out-fide,  and  purplifli  within  ;  which  are  fuc- 
ceeded  by  large  round  fhining  black  berries, 
as  big  as  cherries,  fet  on  brownifli  calyxes  j 
and  containing  a  purplifli  juicy  pulp  of  a  nau- 
feous  fweet  tafte,  full  of  fmall  flat  feeds.  It 
grows  in  feveral  parts  of  England^  but  not  very 
frequently. 

Deadly  night-fhade  has  been  long  efleemed 
a  flrong  and  dangerous  poifon :  the  berries,  in 
particular,  which  have  been  accidentally  eaten 
by  children,  or  others,  having  generally  pro- 
duced fatal  confequences :  and  every  other  part 
of  the  plant  pofleffing  the  fame  malignant  qua- 
lity, though  in  a  lefs  degree.  There  have,  ne- 
verthelefs,  at  feveral  diff'erent  times,  been  at- 
tempts, to  introduce  the  ufe  of  the  leaves  into 
medicine,  both  internally,  and  externally.  But 
the  deleterious  efl^eds  of  them,  which  though 
not  conftant  on  every  dofe,  are  generally  foon 
perceived  on  repeated  trials,  have  as  often  occa- 
lioned  them  to  be  rejeded  again.  An  inftance 
of  this  lately  happened  among  ourfelves.  For 
a  foreign  phyfician  having  publiilied  the  cafe 
of  a  woman,  cured  of  a  difeafed  breail  w^ith  can- 
ceous  fymptoms,  by  the  ufe  of  the  leaves ;  a 
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furgcon  was  induced  to  try  their  efFecfls  here  J 
and,  by  feme  extraordinary  deception,  was  fo 
far  fatisfied  of  the  good  qualities  of  this  plant, 
as  to  recommend  it  to  the  public  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms.  This  occafioned  a  multiplicity  of  trials, 
which  foon  afforded  proofs,  how  little  the  good, 
that  could  be  expedted  from  it,  countervailed 
the  hazard  of  death,  or  difeafes,  even  more  to 
be  dreaded  than  death  itfelf,  which  this  viru- 
lent fimple  brought  moft  frequently  on  thofe, 
to  whom  it  was  adminiftered.  This  plant, 
with  its  properties,  is,  therefore,  fhown  here 
only,  that  it  may  be  known,  in  order  to  be 
avoided. 

Sperma  ceti.  Sperma  ceti  is  the  con- 
creted oil  found  in  the  head  of  whales.  But 
the  fame  fubftance  is  now  formed  artificially 
from  the  oil  of  any  kind  of  fifh ;  which  is,  in  ge- 
neral, fubftituted  for  the  original  kind  obtained 
from  the  head  of  the  fpecies  of  whale,  thence 
called  the  fperma  ceti  whale.  It  is  white ;  and 
of  a  very  firm  and  hard  confiftence,  fomewhat 
fiakv  and  brittle. 

Sperma  ceti  has  the  fame  relaxing,  and 
emollient  qualities,  as  other  oily  or  fevous  fub- 
Hances :  and  is  applied  to  fome  of  the  fame  pur- 
pofes,  in  the  compofition  of  plafters  and  un- 
guents ;  where  its  hard  and  firm  confiftence  ren- 
ders it  more  fuitable  to  that  of  the  compound, 
than  other  oily  or  fevous  fubftances.  It  is,  how- 
ever, more  frequently  adminiftered  internally,  in 
compofitions  where  the  emollient,  and  anti- 
inflammatory intentions  are  perfued.   But  where 

the 
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tlie  view  is,  the  mitigating  inflammation  in 
particular  parts,  it  is  a  juft  matter  of  doubt 
(as  was  before  obferved)  whether  fubftances  of 
this  kind  reach  thofe  parts  in  fuch  a  flate,  as  to 
produce  their  emollient  effedl ;  as  they  are  pre- 
vioufly  converted  into  chyle,  and  commixt  with 
the  blood  :  and  feem,  therefore,  only  to  add  to 
the  quantity  of  nutritious  matter  taken  in  diet, 
and  to  the  proportion  of  oil  in  the  animal  fyfcem, 
rather  than  to  a6t  medicinally,  where  their  effedt 
is  wanted. 

Spiritus  salis  Ammoniaci  is  no  other 
than  a  foiution  of  volatile  alkaline  fait  in  water, 

SeeVoLATILE   SALTS,    p.  137* 

Spiritus  vinosus,  Spirit  of  wine ^  is  a  pe- 
culiar fubftanccj  produced  by  the  fermentation 
of  the  faccharine  juice  of  vegetables,  commixt 
with  a  due  proportion  of  watery  and  afterwards 
feparated  by  diltiliation.  There  are  two  kinds  ia 
life  in  medicine  :  th^Jpiritus  vinofus  recitficatiis^ 
or  reSiijied  fpirit  of  wine  :  and  the  fpirittis  vini 
tenuis  y  ot  proof  fpirit :  which  differ,  neveriheleis, 
only  in  the  proportion  of  water,  that  is  commixt 
with  the  real  fpirit :  the  proof  fpirit,  by  proper 
irediftillation,  being  converted  into  the  redi- 
fied. 

Spirit  of  wine  is  irritating,  and  aftringent ; 
and,  therefore,  frequently  ufed  in  external  ap- 
plication as  a  repellent,  and  corroborative  :  and 
fometimes,  though  lefs  properly,  as  an  antifpaf- 
modic.  It  has  a  place  in  the  difcutient  cata- 
plafm  of  the  Edinburg  Difpenfatory, 

L  2  SfON- 
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Spongia,  Sponge^  is  a  fubftance  too  wel! 
known  to  require  defcription. 

Sponge  is  not,  in  its  natural  ftate,  ufed  as  a 
medicament,  either  externally,  or  internally :  but 
burnt  to  the  ftate  of  a  coal,  it  has  been  efteem- 
cd,  by  fome,  a  fpecific,  either  given  internally, 
or  prepared  in  the  form  of  a  lozenge,  and  laid 
in  the  mouth  under  the  tongue,  for  glandular 
fwellings,  particularly  of  the  neck  :  though  it 
feems,  at  prefent,  to  be  going  out  of  repute. 

Styrax  calamita,  Storax^  is  a  relinous 
fubftance,  compounded  with  the  rafpings  or 
faW'duft  of  fome  kind  of  wood.  It  is  brought 
hither  from  the  Eaft,  in  large  cakes  of  a  red- 
difli  brown  colour,  foft,  and  fomewhat  adhe- 
live,  but  yet  brittle  and  friable  5  and  of  a  very 
fragrant  fcent. 

S  tor  ax  is  accounted  dtf cut  tent  and  repellent  : 
and  is  fometimes  ufed  in  x:ompoiitions  of  plafters 
and  unguents.  But  it  is  efteemed  as  a  perfume, 
rather  than  a  medicine. 

Styrax  liqjjida,  Liquid  Jlorax^  Is  a  fub- 
ftance,  of  which  the  produftion  is  not  well 
known:  but  it  is  fufped:ed  to  be  an  artificial 
compoiition  of  turpentine,  and  other  fubftances, 
with  the  Jiyrax  calamita.  Its  appearance  is, 
that  of  a  thick  tenacious  matter,  like  the  worft 
kind  of  turpentine;  but  of  a  reddifli  brown 
colour  3  and  a  fcent  fomewhat  refembling  the 
Jiyrax  calamita ;  but  greatly  inferior  to  it. 

The  liquid  ftorax  is  faid  to  pofTefs-  the  fame 
medicinal  virtue,  as  xki^Jtyrax  calamita  :  and  is 
applied  to  the  fame  purpofes  in  the  compofi- 
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tions  of  plafters  and  unguents.  It  has  been  par- 
ticularly an  ingredient  in  the  emplajirwn  mer-- 
curiale  :  and  is  continued  fo  in  that  of  the  pre- 
fent  EdinburgP/^^r/;;^^^/^^'/^. 

Sulphur,  Mhieral  fulphtiry  or  brtmjhne. 
This  fubftance  is  too  well  known  to  require 
defcription.  It  is  mofl;  ufuaily  prepared,  for 
the  purpofes  of  medicine,  by  fublimation  :  in 
which  flate,  it  is  called  Jiores  fulphuris^  or 
flowers  of  brimjlone  3  and  being  diflblved  by 
the  medium  of  lime,  or  alkaline  falts,  and  reco- 
vered again  by  precipitation  through  the  means 
of  acids,  it  is  called  lac  fidphuris  \  and,  by  the 
college  of  London,  fulphur precipitatum. 

Sulphur  has  a  fpecific  quality  of  curing  the 
itch  :  and  is,  therefore,  frequently  ufed  in  ex- 
ternal application,  compounded  with  hog's  lard, 
or  other  undluous  matter,  in  the  form  of  an 
ointment.  It  is  alfo  combined  with  oil  by  heat, 
ufed  as  a  vulnerary,  under  the  name  of  balfam 
of  fulphur^  in  feveral  plafters  and  unguents  5 
and,  alfo,  as  a  medium  for  uniting  crude  mer- 
cury with  oily  or  fevous  matter,  in  the  forma- 
tion of  mercurial  unguents.  Sulphur  is  alfo 
ufed  internally,  as  an  alterative,  in  the  cafe  of 
the  itch,  and  fcorbutic  eruptions :  but  its  effi- 
cacy, when  thus  adminiflered,  may  be  reafo- 
nably  doubted. 

Tacamahaca,  T'acamahac.  There  are 
two  kinds :  the  one  a  refinous ;  tlie  other  a 
balfamic  fubftance ;  but  they  are  both  the  pro- 
duce of  the  fame  tree;  and  differ  only  in  the 
degree  of  exficcation,   or  drynefs,  cccafioned 
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by  the  evaporation  of  the  effentiai  oil  contained 
in  them.  The  tacamah^c  is  obtained,  in  South 
America,  from  a  particular  fpecies  of  tree,  called 
by  the  fame  name.  The  refinous,  or  hard  kind, 
is  brought  over  in  pieces  j  which  appear  to  b§ 
formed  by  the  coalefcence  of  m^ny  grains,  or 
tears  together  :  and  the  fofter^  pr  balfamic 
kind,  is  in  fhells.  But  both  have  the  fame  ftrong 
fmell  3  which  feems  to  be  that  of  other  native 
balfams,  with  a  mixture  of  another  fcent  of  a 
peculiar  nature  j  gratefiil  to  fome  perfons,  but 
difagreeable  to  others. 

Tacamahac  has  the  fame  properties  as  other 
balfims  and  refins :  and  avails  v/here  irritation 
and  heat  are  wanted.  There  are,  however, 
fo  many  others,  which  are  more  common,  and 
may  anfwcr  equally  well  in  the  fame  intention, 
that  it  is  not  ufed  here  y  nor  admitted  to  have 
a  place  in  the  Pharmacopeia  of  the  college  of 
London :  but  the  college  of  Edinburg  feem  to 
adopt  it  in  a  particular  manner  3  giving  it  5 
place  in  their  baljamtim  Guidonis^  emplajirum 
Jiomacbiciim,  e?nplajirum  anodyniim^  and  feveral 
other  compolitions. 

Terebinthina,  Turpe72tine^  is  the  native 
balfam  exuding  from  feveral  fpecies  of  trees ; 
principally  the  true  turpentine  tree,  pines,  firs, 
and  the  larch.  There  are  feveral  kinds  of  tur- 
pentine in  ufe.  The  beft  of  them,  is  the  Venice 
turpentine  5  which  is  produced  from  the  larch^^ 
in  Dauphiny;  for,  as  we  receive  none  from 
Venice,  what  the  turpentine,  fo  called  origi- 
Bally,  was,  is  at  prefent  not  known.    This  kind 
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iS  of  the  conliftence  of  frefli  honeyj  tranf- 
parent,  and  fometimes  of  a  yellow,  feme- 
times  of  a  reddifh  colour,  according  to  the  age 
of  the  trees  v/hence  it  is  collected.  The  Straf- 
burgh  turpentine  is  the  next,  which  is  obtain- 
ed from  the  filver  fir,  and  approaches  to  the 
nature  of  the  Venice  turpentine  j  but  is  lefs 
fluid,  tranfparent,  and  of  a  whiter  hue.  The 
common  turpentine  is  the  produce  of  a  variety 
of  trees,  chiefly  pines ;  and  is  fophiflicated  by 
the  addition  of  various  refinous  fubftances.  It 
is  of  a  fl:ifF conliftence,  and  whitifh  colour,  w^ith- 
out  tranfparency. 

Turpentine  is  of  a  very  irritating  nature  :  as 
well  the  refin,  as  the  ethereal  oil,  in  which  it 
greatly  abounds,  being  of  a  ftimulating  nature. 
It  is,  therefore,  ufed  in  external  application,  as 
a  digeftive,  fuppurative,  and  difcutient,  in  the 
form  of  plafters,  unguents,  and  cataplafms : 
and  it  is  of  avail  in  each  of  thefe  intentions,  ac- 
cording to  the  circumftances  of  the  refpediive 
cafes,  and  the  proportion  of  oily,  or  fevous 
fubftances,  with  which  it  is  combined.  It  is, 
however,  always  proper,  that  a  large  proportion 
of  fome  kind  of  oleaginous  matter  fhould  be 
added  to  the  turpentine  :  as  it  is,  other  wife,  too 
irritadng ;  and  caufes  fuch  an  inflammation  in 
the  contiguous  parts,  as  prevents  the  due  di- 
geftion,  and  kindly  ftate  of  ulcers :  and  has,  be- 
fides,  the  property  of  thickning  and  hardning 
the  external  membranes,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
greatly  obftruds  the  healing  procefs  of  nature. 
Terebinthinate  fubftances,  and  the  ethereal  oil, 
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which  they  afford,  were  alfo  efteemed  formerly 
amongft  the  principal  vulneraries :  and  were 
adminillered  internally  in  that  view :  but  unlefs 
in  the  cafe  of  difeafes  of  the  parts  concerned  in 
the  fecretion  of  urine,  they  fcarcely  arrive  at 
the  places,  where  their  aftion  is  required,  in 
fuch  proportion,  as  to  produce  any  material 
effed.  In  ulcerations  of  the  kidneys,  bladder,  and 
urethra,  they  have,  however,  in  a  certain  degree, 
the  fame  action,  as  when  internally  applied. 
Turpentine,  and  the  ethereal  oil  it  contains, 
have  alfo  a  confiderable  diuretic  power :  and 
are,  therefore,  adminiftered  frequently  in  cafes 
of  the  ftone,  and  gravel  ;  the  difcharge  of 
which,  they  are  confequently  capable  of  pro^ 
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Terra  Japonic  a.  Terra  yaponica  is  a 
gum-refin,  faid,  on  good  authority,  to  be  ex-, 
trailed  from  the  fruit  of  a  certain  fpecies  of 
palm-tree,  in  feveral  parts  of  the  Eaft-Indies, 
There  is  a  great  variety  in  the  appearance  of 
fuch  of  it  as  is  brought  here  :  but  the  beft  is  of 
a  dark  reddiih  brown  colour,  and  an  auflere 
and  ftyptic  tafte,  at  firfl ;  but  followed  by  a 
fweetnefs  not  difagreeable. 

Terra  yaponica  is  conliderably  aftringent : 
and,  confequently,  ftyptic,  repellent,  and  cor- 
roborative. It  is,  therefore,  fometimes  ufed  in 
compofitions  of  unguents  and  plafters :  but 
more  frequently  in  collyria.  Internally  it  is 
given,  as  a  flyptic,  and  reftringent,  to  check 
haemorrhages,  diarrhoeas,  or  other  profufe  dif- 
charges,  and  evacuations  5  particularly  thofe  of 
the  catamcnia.  Thus, 
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Thus,  Frankincenfe^  is  the  native  refin  of 
fome  fpecies  of  the  pine-tree.  It  is  brought 
here  in  lumps,  of  a  whitiih  yellow  colour;  but 
varying  in  appearance  :  fome  being  foft,  undlu- 
ous,  and  more  inclining  to  white :  others  harder, 
brittle,  and  more  inclining  to  yellow. 

Frankincenfe,  like  other  refins,  is  ftimulat- 
ing,  and,  therefore,  fuppurative,  digeftive,  and, 
in  fome  cafes,  corroborative,  or  difcutient,  ac- 
cording to  the  attendant  circumflances,  and 
the  other  ingredients,  with  which  it  is  con- 
joined in  the  compoiitions  in  which  it  is  ufed. 
It  is  moft  generally  applied,  combined  with 
iind:uous,  and  other  terebinthinate,  or  reiinous 
fubftances,  in  the  form  of  unguents  and  plafters; 
and  makes  a  part  of  the  etnplajtriim  commune 
cum  gummis  of  the  London  Pharmacopeia, 

Tritici  FARINA,  ffheatcn  JJowcr  znA  BrdTiy 
are  too  well  known  to  need  defcription. 
.  Wheaten  flower  and  bran  are  efteemed  emol- 
lient and  Suppurative,  and  have  fometimes  a 
place  in  cataplafms ;  but  rather  ferve  as  ab- 
forbents,  to  hold  together  the  fluid  ingredients, 
and  give  a  due  confidence  to  the  compofition, 
than  acft  by  their  own  virtue. 

Flower  is  alfo  applied  to  frefli  wounds,  made 
by  amputation  ;  or  other  large  folutions  of  conti- 
nuity ;  where,  by  its  abforbing  power,  it  acls 
as  a  ftyptic  in  preventing  an  haemorrhage  from 
the  fmaller  veflels. 

ViTRioLUM  ALBUM,  White  vitriol^  is  a  me- 
tallic fait,  formed  of  zinc  and  the  vitriolic  acid. 
It  is  white^with  a  chryflalline  appearance,  but  not 

greatly 
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greatly  tranfparent;  and  heavy:  and  Is  brought 

hither  from  the  northern  parts  of  Europe. 

White  vitriol  is  aftringent,  and  therefore 
fomctimes  ufed  in  a  diflblved  ftate,  with  other 
ingredients,  as  a  repellent :  particularly  in  col- 
lyria,  joined  v^iih  fugar  of  lead. 

VlTRIOLUM  CERULEUM,    AUT  RoMANUM, 

Blue^  or  Roman  ^vitriol,  is  a  metallic  fait,  form- 
ed of  copper,  and  the  vitriolic  acid.  It  has  the 
form  of  chryftals,  of  a  bright  blue  colour,  with- 
out being  much  tranfparent ;  and  heavy. 

Roman  vitriol  is,  like  other  fubftances  in 
which  copper  has  a  part,  greatly  detergent :  and 
it  is  alfo  cauftic.  It  iS;  accordingly^  in  frequent 
life  for  deftroying  the  fungous  flefli  of  ulcers, 
and  cleanfing  fuch  as  are  foul,  either  by  rubbing 
it  in  its  proper  fubflance,  on  their  furface ;  or 
by  embrocating  them  with  a  ftrong  folution  in 
water. 

VlTRIOLUM  viRiDE,  Green  vitrtol^  or  cop- 
peras^ is  a  metallic  fait,  formed  of  iron  and  the 
vitriolic  acid.  Its  form  is,  that  of  green  chryftals, 
moderately  tranfparent,  and  heavy. 

Green  vitriol  is  cauilic,  and  is  Ibmetimes  ufed 
in  that  intention,  but  lefs  frequently  than  the 
Roman  vitriol,  which  is  much  more  detergent. 
When  calcined  to  redncfs  in  a  moderate  heat, 
it  becomes  highly  aftringent;  and  is,  external- 
ly applied,  the  moft  powerful  ftyptic  hitherto 
known ;  and  particularly  efficacious  in  profufe 
bleedings  at  the  nofe.  In  which  cafe  it  is  to  be 
fnufted  up  the  noftrils,  from  whence  the  dif- 
charge  is  made,  being  preparatorily  commix t 

with 
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with  water  in  a  fpoon  ;  or,  in  more  obftinate 
cafes,  without  any  admixture. 


CHAP.    VL 

Of  particular  forms  of  external  and 
internal  medicaments  ufedin  the  prac- 
tice of  ftirgery^ 

THE  forms  of  medicaments  ufed  exter- 
nally in  chirurgical  pracftice  may  be  di- 
ftinguifhed  into  three  clafTes :  dry,  or  fuch  as 
are  wholly  devoid  of  moijlure  *y  unctuous,  or 
fuch  as  are  of  a  middle  nature  betwixt  folid  and 
JIuidy  and  fluid  :  of  each  of  which  there  are 
feveral  kinds,  that  either  vary  from  each  other 
in  their  particular  conliflence,  or  receive  a 
nominal  diftindion,  from  the  manner  of  their 
application,  or  the  purpofes  to  which  they  are 
intended  to  be  fubfervieilt  j  particularly  thofe  of 
the  fluid  clafs. 

The  dry  forms  of  external  medicaments  arc 
only  of  two  kinds:  intire  bodies  3  and 
POWDERS  :  and  they  are  frequently  the  fame' 
fubftances  reduced  from  one  ftate  to  the  other. 

The  intire  bodies  are  moft  generally  of  a  faline 
nature,  and  applied  in  a  cauftic  intention,  by 
being  laid  on  the  part  where  an  efcar  is  intend- 
pd  to  be  made;  as  the  lapis  infernalis^,  and  lunar 
cauftic :  or  by  touching  or  rubbing  the  part 
^ith   tl^em^    where  callpus   or  fupgous  fub- 

fiances. 
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fiances,  or  other  fuperficial  matters,  are  re- 
quired to  be  deftroyed ;  as  the  preceding,  and 
Roman  vitriol.  Other  intire  bodies  are,  how- 
ever, fometimes  applied,  as  pepper,  in  a  cauftic 
intention  ;  cantharides  in  the  epifpallic ;  and 
agaric  of  the  oak  in  the  llyptic ;  and  the  me- 
talline fubftances  v^rought  into  plates,  particu- 
larly lead  perfricated  with  mercury,  in  repellent 
and  difcutient  intentions  :  but  thefe  iaft  are  at 
prefent  greatly  difufed  in  regular  pra6lice. 

The  POWDERS  are,  in  moft  inflances,  falin? 
fubftances  applied  in  cauftic  and  detergent  in- 
tentions, by  fprinkling  them  on  thedifeafed  part, 
as  the  red  precipitate  of  mercury  -,  the  Roman 
and  green  vitriols;  and  calcined  alum.  But  fome 
are  occafionaliy  ufed  in  other  manners  and  in- 
tentions ;  as  the  calcined  green  vitriol,  as  a  ftyp- 
tic,  by  fnuffing  up  the  nofe;  or  cinnabar,  as  a 
fpecific,  by  means  of  fumigation.  An  animal 
fubftance,  likewife,  is,  in  the  cafe  of  the  can- 
tharides, frequently  applied  in  a  pulverine  form 
in  the  epifpaftic  intention :  and  powdered  parts 
of  vegetables,  principally  leaves  and  roots,  are 
alfo  fometimes  employed  in  the  intention  of  a 
fpecific.  The  ufe  of  the  parts  of  vegetables  in 
this  manner,  has  neverthelefs  rarely  obtained  in 
regular  pradtice  :  the  making  them  ingredients 
in  compound  forms  of  uncluous  confiftence 
being  found  more  expedient  for  almoft  all  pur- 
pofes  to  which  they  are  made  fubfervient. 

The  imcluous  forms  of  external  medicaments 
are  diftinguifticd  into  plasters  3    cerates  ; 

UNGUENTS;   LINIMENTS;   CATAPLASMS  ;  and 

EPiTHEMs.  Plasters 
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Plasters  are  compoiitions  of  the  moft  folid 
^nd  tenacious  confiftence  of  any  of  die  unftuous 
clafs  :  being  intended  to  be  fpread  on  leather, 
Iinnen>  cloth,  or  paper ;  and  to  maintain  in  a 
great  degree  their  own  poiition,  and  frequently 
that  of  other  appHcadons  put  under  them,  on 
the  part  to  which  they  are  applied,  by  their  co- 
hefion  with  it  :  this  property  of  cohering 
flrongly,  and  keeping  their  place  on  the  part 
under  any  moderate  degree  of  violence  and 
motion,  being  indeed  the  ceconomical  reafon  of 
the  form.  The  moft  fit,  and  by  much  the 
mofl:  generally  ufed  fubftanccj  for  a  common 
bafis  or  ground  for  plafters,  is^  a  compound  of 
lead  and  oil  of  olives,  by  combination  through 
heat  :  but  fomedmes  refinous,  pitchy,  oily, 
and  other  unduous  bodies,  are  compounded 
with  each  other,  and  with  folid  fubftances,  into 
this  form.  The  intentions  to  which  this  clafs 
of  compofitions  is  moft  fuitable  and  moft  gene- 
rally fubfervient,  are,  the  repellent,  difcutient, 
fuppurative,  corroborative,  agglutinative,  and 
defenfative:  but  plafters  are,  on  frequent  occa- 
fions,  made  alfo  the  vehicle  of  medicaments  for 
other  intentions  -,  as  the  epifpaftic,  and  fpecific. 
Cerates  are  compoiitions  which  are  of  a 
middle  nature,  with  refpedl  to  their  confiftence, 
betwixt  plafters,  and  unguents;  and  in  which 
wax,  makes  a  principal  ingredient  : "  but  this 
only  holds  good  of  the  modern  praciice.  For, 
formerly,  moft  of  the  compofitions  of  this  kind 
were  equally  ftiff,  and  tenacious  with  plafters; 
and  feem  to  have  received  their  denomination 

meerly 
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meerly  from  their  containing  a  large  prbportiofl 
of  wax :  which  diftindion  appears  indeed  t6 
have  been  the  whole  imported  by  the  word^ 
At  prefent,  however,  a  fofter  confifteiice  is  con-^ 
fidered  as  making  part  of  the  difference  betwixt 
them  and  plafters :  and  a  large  proportion  of  wax 
betwixt  them  and  unguents  or  liniments :  and  on 
thefe  principles,  they  make  a  proper  and  diftind 
clafs  of  external  medicaments.  Cerates  are  fubfer- 
vient  to  feveral  of  the  fame  intentions  as  plafters  j 
and  are  made  the  vehicle  of  digeftive  and  fpe- 
ciiic  medicaments :  but  the  moft  frequent  of 
any  now  in  ufe  is,  that  formerly  called  Turners 
cerate^  and  now  the  ceratum  epuloticum  of  the 
college  of  London,  which  is  fubfervicnt  to  the 
intention  imported  by  that  name. 

Unguents  are  compofitions  of  a  fofter,  and 
lefs  tenacious  confiftence  than  plafters :  being  in- 
tended, either  like  them,  to  be  fpread  on  linnen 
cloth,  lint,  or  tow;  or  to  be  fmeared  on  the 
part.  But  when  they  are  fpread  on  lint,  &c* 
fuch  applications  are  not  expedted  to  keep  their 
place  on  the  part  where  they  are  laid,  without 
the  afliftance  of  bandages  or  plafters  put  over 
them.  Unguents  differ,  therefore,  from  plafters 
in  little  but  their  confiftence  :  and  are,  moft 
generally,  compofitions  of  oily,  fevous,  refi- 
nous,  balfamic,  and  fometimes  pulverine  fub-* 
ftances ;  and  made  fubfervient  to  the  various 
intentions  of  emollients,  detergents,  repellents, 
difcutients,  epifpaftics,  and  fpecifics. 

Liniments  differ  from  unguents,  in  the  fame 
manner,  as  they  do  from  plafters,  in  being  lefs 

ftiff. 
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ftifF,  and  approaching  more  to  a  moift  nature^ 
But  the  variation  of  unguents  from  plaftcrs  in 
the  degree  of  this  quality  is  greater  than  that  of 
liniments  from  unguents.  The  form  of  liniments 
is,  therefore,  proper  for  medicaments  ufed  in 
Ibme  of  the  fame  intentions  as  unguents  :  but  it 
is  neverthelefs  feldom  retained  atprefent;  unlefs 
where  a  larger  proportion  of  any  fluid  ingredient 
is  required,  in  the  compoiition,  than  is  con- 
fident with  the  fpiffitude  of  an  unguent :  or 
where  fome  dry  powder  is  to  be  extempora- 
neoufly  added  in  the  application. 

Cataplasms  are  coaipounds  of  folidfpongy, 
or  pulverine  fubftances  with  fluids  5,  in  which 
the  folid  part  ferves  as  a  kind  of  vehicle  to  the 
fluids,  that  moft  generally  make  the  adlive  in- 
gredients in  the  compofition.  This  folid  part  is 
commonly  bread,  meal,  bran,  or  ether  fuch  fari- 
nous  matter :  but  fometimes  roots,  leaves,  or  feeds, 
which  are  reducible  by  boiling  to  a  pulpy  con- 
fiflence,  anfwer  both  as  to  the  medicinal  pur^ 
pofes  and  form.  Cataplafms  are  moft  com- 
monly fubfervient  to  the  emollient  and  fuppu- 
rative  intentions  3  but  are  not  confined  to  them. 
For  they  are,  on  fome  occafions,  ufed  as  diicu- 
tient,  or  refolvent ;  and  on  others  as  antifpafmodic. 

Epithems  are  fuch  anomalous  compofitions, 
either  of  a  more  fluid,  or  folid  nature,  as  do 
not  properly  fall  within  any  of  the  preceding 
denominations :  but  there  are  only  a  few  in  ufe 
at  prefent,  that  are  fpecially  didinguifhed  by 
this  name.  For  feveral  of  thofe  which  may, 
with  refpedt  to  form^  be  confidercd  as  belonging 

to 
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to  this  clafs,  have  names  given  to  them  relative  W 
their  medicinal  qualities,  or  fome  other  accident  of 
their  nature ;  as  the  caujlica  communia^  and  crag^ 
gulam  aliimiiiGfum^  of  the  London  Pharmacopeia. 

Epithems  being  very  various  in  their  nature, 
are  confequently  applicable  to  various  intentions 
of  cure. 

The^^/V  forms  of  medicaments,  ufed  exter- 
nally, are  diflinguifhed  into  fomentations,  lo- 
tions, EMBROCATIONS,  COLLYRIUMS,  GAR- 
GLES, TINCTURES,  INJECTIONS,  OILS,  and  BAL- 
SAMS. But  thefe  diftindlions  are,  for  the  moll 
part,  rather  nominal  than  real,  if  confidered  with 
regard  to  the  form  of  the  compolitions.  As  they 
have  relation  more  to  the  manner  of  application, 
and  medicinal  purpofes  they  are  intended  to  ferve, 
than  to  any  regular  principle  of  variation  in  their 
confiftence,  or  mode  of  preparation. 

Fomentations  are,  fluid  compofitions  in- 
tended to  be  ufed  warm  3  in  which  circum- 
ftance  alone,  they  differ  from  lotions.  They 
are  conftituted  moft  generally  of  water  :  which 
is  the  common  bafis  of  them  ;  ferving,  in  many 
cafes,  to  the  medicinal  intention,  as  well  by 
its  own  immediate  aftion,  as  by  becoming  a 
vehicle  to  other  proper  ingredients  ^  that  may 
be  either  gummous,  oleous,  fpirituous,  or  faline 
fubftances ;  or,  fometimes,  vinegar,  or  other 
acids.  Fomentations  are  fubfervient  to  various 
curative  intentions ;  as  th^  emollient,  difcutient, 
repellent,  and  antifpafmodic.  The  emollient 
is,  hov/evcr,  the  principal :  and  it  is  more  cer- 
tainly effeded  by  this  than  by  any  other  form. 

Lotions 


Chiritrgical  Pharmacy.^  i6r 
Lotions  diiFer  from  fomentations  chiefly  in 
their  being  applied  in  a  cold  ftate.  The  bafis, 
or  principal  fubftance  of  them,  is  moft  generally 
water  :  which  is  impregnated,  in  this  kind  of 
compoiitions,  with  the  medicinal  parts  of  ve- 
getables, faline  bodies,  or  faponaceous  com- 
pounds. It  is  fuppofed,  however,  by  fome,  that 
thofe  fluid  compofltions  alone,  which  are  in-* 
tended  to  adl  meerly  as  cofrnetics,  or  beautifiers 
of  the  ikin  in  a  general  view,  come  properly 
within  this  denomination.  But  there  are  many 
infl:ances  of  fuch  as  are  formed  in  other  inten- 
tions for  the  cure  of  particular  difeafes,  that  are 
placed  in  this  clafs ;  and  bear  the  name :  as  the 
lotio  ad  herpetem  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hofpital ; 
and  the  lotio  julphurea  of  St.  Thomas's. 

Embrocations  differ  from  fomentations 
and  lotions,  in  not  having  their  bafis  or  princi- 
pal part  of  water :  but  of  vinous  fpirit,  vinegar,  or 
fome  other  fluid  fubftance,  not  meerly  aqueous. 
With  this  bafis  is  combined  a  variety  of  faline 
and  other  ingredients,  according  to  the  peculiar 
medicinal  intention  of  each  particular  compofi- 
tion  of  this  clafs :  v/hich  intention  is,  however, 
for  tine  moft  part,  either  difcutient,  corrobora- 
tive, or  aftringent, 

Collyriums  are,  in  fadr,  only  repellent 
lotions  intended  to  be  ufed  againft  fluxions  of 
humours  on,  aad  confequential  inflammations 
of  the  eyes  :  and  differ  from  lotions  only  in  this 
circumftance  of  their  ufe.  They  are  moftly 
formed  of  rofe  water  or  pure  water,  commixt 
with  mineral  fubftances ;  as  tutty,  or  lapis  cala- 
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minans ;  or  combined  with  metallic  falts ;  as 

the  feveral  kinds  of  vitriol,  and  fugar  of  lead  : 

hut  vegetable  bodies  of  an  aftringent  nature,  as 

terra  Japonica^   are,    neverthelefs,    fometimes 

added. 

Gargles,  being  fluid  compofitions  for  to- 
pical application,  are  therefore  properly  clafled 
among  the  external  medicaments.  They  differ 
from  lotions  only  in  being  intended  to  be  ufed 
for  the  mouth  and  throat  3  as  collyriums  are  for 
the  eyes.  Their  balis  is  generally  either  pure 
water,  red  wine,  or  water  medicated  with  rofes 
by  infufion,  called  tinSlure  of  rofes :  in  which 
vehicles  are  conveyed  various  other  ingredients, 
moilly  aftringent,  or  llightly  corrofive,  accord- 
ing to  the  particular  intention  of  the  compofi- 
tion.  Gargles  are,  however,  for  the  greatefl 
part,  deligned  to  ad:  either  as  detergents,  or 
repellents :  though  there  is  a  compofition  of 
this  kind  ia  ufe,  which  is  intended  to  be  anti- 
fpafmodic  ;  and  is  called  gargarifma  ad  para- 
lyfin  3  and  another,  which  can  be  only  confider- 
as  a  fpeciiicj  under  the  name  oi  gargarifma  e 
contrayerva. 

Tinctures,  when  the  term  is  ufcd  with 
any  precifion,  are  only  folutions  of  refinous,  or 
other  fubftances  in  vinous  Ipirit  or  wine:  and 
conlidered  as  external  medicaments,  they  differ 
from  embrocations,  only  in  not  being  intended, 
like  them,  to  be  copioufly  ufed  in  wafhing  or 
perfrieating  the  part  on  which  they  are  applied  s 
and  from  artificial  balfams,  in  receiving  others, 
as  principal  ingredients,  befides  the  native  bal- 
fams. 
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fams,  and  the  fefm^  of  vegetables.  Tincf^ures 
are  moft  generally  fubfervient  to  the  repellent, 
and  detergent  intentions  ;  except  that  of  can- 
tharides  ;  which  ii  folelt  epifpaftic. 

InjSgtions  are  fluid  conapofitions :  whicb, 
from  their  being  intended  for  topical  ufe,  and 
liiot  being  taken  ii^to  the  ftomach,  may  be  pro- 
periy  confidered  ci.s  external  medicaments,  though 
their  applicatiori  and  adlion  are  not,  in  feveral 
cafes,  defigned  to  be  on  the  fa  rfaee  of  the  exte-* 
tier  parts  of  the  body.  They  are  fuch  compounds, 
as  are  intern ded  t<^  be  conveyed,  by  means  of 
fyringes^  either  into  the  natural  cavities  of  the 
body ;  as  the  urethra,  uterus,  meatus  of  the  ears, 
&c.;  or  mto  the  finuofities  of  ulcers  or  deep 
wounds :  and  they  differ  from  lotions  and  em- 
brocations, only  in  this  manner  of  their  applica-^ 
tion.  They  are  formed  of  various  fluid  ingre- 
dients of  an  aqueous,  fpirituous,  and  acetous  na- 
ture: in  which  faline,  gummous,  and  metallic 
bodies,  are  fometimes  dilTolved  ;  or  folid  bodies 
commixt :  and  they  are  mofl:ly  fubfervient  to 
the  detergent,  repellent,  ailringent,  ftyptic,  or 
ipecific  intentions. 

Oils,  confidered  as  a  form  of  external  medi- 
caments, are  compounds  of  fubHantial  oils  With 
the  medicina^l  matter  originally  contained  in 
fome  parts  of  vegetables,  but  combined  with  the 
fubilantial  oil  by  means  of  infuflcn  or  coftion. 
This  form  is  moftly  fubfervient  to  the  emollient, 
fuppurative,  or  digeftive  intentions :  but  recourfe 
is  not  had  to  it  fo  frequently  in  the  modern,  as 
the  former  praftice-^  efpecially  with  regard  tp 
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the  ufe  of  fuch  oils  in  a  fimple  ftate,    6r  \xn^ 

compounded  with  other  medicaments. 

Balsams,  confidered  as  medicinal  compofi- 
tions   artificially  prepared,    arc  properly  com- 
pounds of  the  native  balfams  with  fome  dif- 
folving  menftruum  5  as  fpirit  of  wine,  and  fre- 
quently refinous  and  other  ingredients.     The 
name  has  neverthelefs  been  applied  to  com- 
pounds of  other  fubflances,  that  have  little  affi- 
nity with  native  balfams ;  nor  indeed  any  re- 
lation to  them,  but  a  fimilitude  of  confiftence 
and  appearance  j  as  in  the  inftance  of  the  com- 
pound formed  by  the  combination  of  mine- 
ral fulphur  with  fubftantial  and  ethereal  oils. 
There  is,  moreover,  one  compofition,  even  at 
prefent,  that  retains  this  denomination,  which, 
cither  with  refpedt  to  the  nature  of  its  ingre- 
dients, or  its  confiftence,  is  a  perfect  unguent, 
whe^t  confidered  as  an  external  medicament ; 
but,  being  chiefly  prepared  for  internal  ufe,  it 
is  called  a  balfam,  on  the  fuppofition  that  it 
poirejffes  the  vulnerary  qualities  afcribed  to  them. 
The    compofitions    properly   called    balfams, 
are  deemed  fubfervient  to  the  vulnerary  inten- 
tion, by  thofe  who  maintain  the  notion  of  the 
reality  of  fuch  a  quality  in  bodies ,  but  they  are, 
in  reality,  only  agglutinative   or  digeftivc,   ac- 
cording to  the  circumftanccs  under  which  they 
are  applied.     The  modern  improved  praftice, 
which  feldom  puflaes  the  firft  of  thefe  intentions 
beyond  what  nature  h§rfelf  effeds,    and  has 
better  forms  for  the  latter,  has  almoft  wholly 
reicfted  this  from  external  ufe. 

The 
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The  forms  of  internal  medicaments  ufed  in 
the  practice  of  furgery  may  be  divided,  like  the 
external,  into  solid  and  fluid:  of  each  of 
which  there  are  feveral  kinds  that  vary  from 
each  other  :  the  folid  moftly  in  the  difference 
of  their  confiftence  ;  and  thtfuid  in  the  manner 
of  their  preparation,  or  fome  circumftance  of 
their  compofition. 

The  SOLID  forms  of  compofition  for  internal 
ufe  are,  pov^ders,  pills,  bolusses,  and  elec- 
T ARIES  :  the  two  laft  of  which  vary,  however, 
very  little  in  their  real  nature. 

Powders,  confidered  as  medicaments  to  be 
internally  adminiftered,  are  compounds  of  fub- 
fiances,  either  in  their  own  nature  pulverine,  or 
rendered  fo  by  levigation.  The  limples  which 
compofe  them  are  of  very  various  kinds  3  but 
moftly  of  vegetable  production :  and  the  me- 
dicinal intentions  of  the  compounds  are,  for  the 
greateft  part,  alterative  and  fpecific  :  though 
fome,  neverthelefs,  are  ufed  in  other  intentions 
as  diuretic,  emetic,  corroborative,  and  cordial. 

Pills  are  a  folid  form  of  internal  medica- 
ments :  of  which  the  mafs  muft  be  of  a  con- 
fiftence betwixt  dry  and  moift  :  but  fo  much 
approaching  to  the  latter  ftate,  as  to  have  fuch 
a  degree  of  hardnefs  and  cohefion  as  to  admit, 
when  divided  into  portions  of  due  fmallnefs  and 
a  round  or  oblong  figure,  of  being  cafily  fwal- 
lowed  intire. 

They  are  fometimes  conftituted  of  fimple  bodies 
of  a  drily  undluous  texture  :  as  the  refins  or  gum 
refins  of  vegetables  not  wholly  deprived  of  their 
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natural  moifture :  but  oftener  of  eompofitions 
of  more  fluid  fubftancjes,  and  powders.  The 
ingredients  of  pills  are  very  various  in  their 
nature  :  and  the  form  may  be,  cpniequently, 
fubfervient  tp  almofl:  all  the  particular  curative 
intentions  of  internal  medicaments  :  being 
fuitable  to  the  adminift ration  of  nearly  ail  com- 
pounds or  fimples,  where  the  proportion  of  the 
quantity  requifite  to  the  proper  dofes,  and  the 
texture  of  the  bodies,  admit  of  it 

Electaries  are  compofitions  of  a  moifter 
or  more  unduous  nature  than  pills :  and  the 
form  is  proper  for  the  exhibition  of  thofe  me- 
dicaments, where  the  proportion  of  the  quan- 
tity requilite  to  the  dofes  is  larger.  Eledtaries 
;ixay  be,  therefore,  compoled  of  moft  of  the  me- 
dicinal fimples,  or  compounds,  duly  prepared 
for  commixture,  that  will  produce  the  proper 
confiftence :  except  faline  fubftances,  and  fpirits* 
The  firft  of  which  require  always  to  be  given 
in  a  diliblved  flate  y  and  the  other  are  liable  to 
wafte  by  exhalation,  if  the  compofition  be  kept 
for  any  length  of  time,  as  eleiftaries  are  ufually 
deligned  to  be.  There  is,  however,  two  prin- 
ciples of  limitation  neceffary  to  be  obferved  in 
the  compofition  of  eledaries.  The  firft  of 
which  is,  that  the  confiftence  muft  be  fuch,  as 
will  bold  the  whole  of  the  feveral  ingredients 
in  a  perfeft  ftate  of  commixture  with  each  other, 
without  admitting  of  any  feparation,  by  fubfi- 
dence,  of  one  kind  from  the  other,  on  ftanding  at 
reft.  For,  otherwife,  the  relative  due  proportion  of 
each  ingredient  will  not  be  taken  in  the  different 
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dofes  diipenfed  from  the  fame  mafs.  The  fe- 
cond  is,  that  no  ingredients  muft  be  put  toge* 
ther,  which  are  capable,  by  their  menftrual 
acftion,  of  changing  or  deftroying  thofe  qualities 
of  each  other,  on  which  the  intended  medi-* 
cinal  efficacy  depends  ;  or  of  producing  others 
v/hich  may  deprave  the  compound,  with  refped: 
to  fuch  intention ;  or  render  them  injurious : 
as  in  the  admixture  of  water  in  too  great  a  pro- 
portion with  any  kind  of  faccharine  m.atter^ 
which  would  occalion  a  vinous  or  acetous  fer- 
mentation in  the  mafs.  As  the  ingredients  of 
elcftaries  may,  neverthelefs,  be  of  a  very  various 
nature,  the  curative  intentions,  to  which  they 
may  become  fubfervient,  are  equally  various: 
there  being  fcarcely  any,  to  which  they  may  not, 
in  fome  cafes,  be  advantageoufly  accommodated. 
BoLussES  differ  from  eleftaries,  only  in  being 
cxtemporaneouily  prepared,  defigned  for  pre- 
fent  ufe,  and  not,  of  courfe,  exceeding  in  quan- 
tity the  proportion  of  one  dofe.  Their  compo- 
lition  admits,  therefore,  not  only  the  fame  va- 
riety of  ingredients  as  eledaries,  but  indeed  a 
yet  greater  :  as  the  principles  of  limitation, 
arifing  from  the  difpofition  of  the  ingredients 
to  feparate  on  ftanding  at  reft,  and  the  depravi- 
ty confequent  to  the  long  keeping,  do  not 
equally  hold  good,  with  refpedt  to  them,  as  to 
the  others.  The  form  may,  confequently,  be 
commodioufly  fubfervient  to  almoft  all  the  par- 
ticular curative  intentions  in  which  internal  me- 
dicaments may  be  adminiftered:  ,and  is  parti- 
cularly expedient;  where  the  proportion  of  folid 
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ingredients  neceflary  in  the  dofe  is  large,  and  the 

compound  would  receive  injury  from  keeping. 

The  flu:d  forms  ofcompolition,  ufed  in  the 
pradice  of  furgery  for  internal,  ufe  are,DR  aughts 

or  POTIONS,  JULEPS,  DECOCTIONS,  INFUSIONS, 
TINCTURES,  LINCTUSSES  Or  LOHOCHS,  EMUL- 
SIONS, and  MIXTURES.  Some  of  thefe  terms 
ferve,  however,  rather  as  nominal  diftinftions 
to  particular  compounds,  than  to  exprefs  any 
real  difference  of  form  in  them  from  each 
other.  As  it  will  be  found,  on  examination, 
in  many  cafes,  that  there  is  not  any  adlual 
principle  of  famenefs  or  agreement  betwixt 
fome  of  thofe  which  pafs  under  the  fame  de- 
nomination ;  nor  of  diverfity  betwixt  thofe 
which  bear  different  names.  For,  though  the 
more  accurate  profeflbrs  of  pharmacy  have  ftated 
fome  rules,  taken  from  the  original  and  proper 
life  of  the  terms,  for  clafling  the  fluid  compo- 
fitions ;  yet  they  are  not  obferved,  at  prefent, 
in  pradice. 

Potions  or  draughts  are  fluid  compounds 
of  the  quantity  of  one  dofe  :  in  which  circum- 
llance  alone  they  feem  to  differ  from  mixtures. 
According  to  the  prefent  application  of  the 
name  in  pradice,  they  may  be  compofed  of 
any  ingredients,  either  folid  or  fluid,  provided 
the  folid  do  not  exceed  in  fuch  proportion,  as 
to  take  away  the  fluidity  of  the  compound :  and 
this  form  may,  therefore,  be  made  fubfervient 
to  any  particular  curative  intention ;  as  it  ad- 
mits of  the  choice  of  almoft  any  articles  of  the 
Materia  Medic  a.     There  have  been,  however^ 
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fome,  who,  aiming  at  greater  accuracy  than  has 
hitherto  prevailed  in  ufage,  have  endeavoured 
to  confine  draughts  to  compofitions  of  a  trans- 
parent appearance,  and  formed  in  the  cathartic, 
or  narcotic  intentions.  But  there  are  fo  many  in- 
flances  of  deviations  from  this  rule,  that  obtain 
as  well  in  the  Pharmacopeias  of  the  hofpitals, 
as  in  private  prefcriptions,  that  it  cannot  be 
deemed,  in  the  leaft,  an  eftabliflied  diftindlion 
in  pradice.  In  the  compofition  of  draughts,  it 
muft,  however,  be  confidered,  that  though 
moft  ingredients  may,  under  fome  circum- 
flances,  be  allowed  a  place  in  them  ;  yet  there 
is  a  limitation  of  choice,  in  relation  to  their  com- 
mixture with  each  other.  For  it  muft  be  care- 
fully obferved,  not  to  bring  fuch  together,  as, 
by  their  menftrual  adlion  on  each  other,  may  pro- 
duce new  fpecies  of  compound  fubftances,  with 
qualities  different  from  thofe  of  the  conftituents 
on  which  the  medicinal  intention  of  the  com- 
pofition was  founded,  or  perhaps,  in  fome  cafes, 
fuch  as  are  really  injurious.  There  is,  likewife, 
frequently  a  reafon  of  limitation,  with  refpedt 
to  the  relative  quantities  of  thofe  ingredients, 
which  do,  in  right  proportions,  admit  of  com- 
mixture with  each  other ;  as,  particularly,  care 
fhould  be  taken  not  to  fuffer  a  greater  quantity 
of  faline  matter  to  prevail  in  the  compound, 
than  can  be  difix)ived  by  the  fluid  part.  For 
there  are  fcarcely  any  inftances,  where  imdtjfolved 
falts  can  be  properly  adminiftered  in  a  large  pro- 
portion :  and  fome  where  they  would  be  greatly 
noxious. 

Potions^ 
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Potions^  when  the  term  is  ufed  to  exprefs 
any  real  diftinftion  of  form,  are  the  fame  with 
draughts  :  though  fome  have  endeavoured  to 
confine  it  to  fuch  draughts  only  as  are  formed 
in  the  cathartic  intention.  The  word  has,  ne- 
verthelefs,  been  licentioufly  applied,  even  to 
compounds  where  the  quantity  is  not  confined 
to  one  dofe,  but  is  defigned  for  feveral,  as  in 
the  potio  albuy  and  potio  Peruviana^  of  the 
Pharmacopeia  of  St.  Thomias's  Hofpital ;  and 
ih^  potio  alba  of  St.  Bartholomew's.  But,  cer- 
tainly, thefe  compofitiens  ought  to  be  ranked 
amongft  the  mixtures;  unlefs  an  arbitrary  and 
promifcuous  ufe  of  general  names,  without  re- 
gard to  any  real  difference  or  principle  of  di- 
ftindion,  be  allowable. 

Juleps  are  fluid  compofitions,  defigned  for 
more  than  one  dofe :  and,  when  the  term  is 
ufed  with  any  precifion,  fuch  only,  as  accord-^ 
ing  to  the  original  meaning  of  the  word,  are 
formed  principally  in  a  cordial  intention.  In 
the  containing  more  than  one  dofe,  they  differ 
from  draughts  ;  and  in  the  being  fubfervient  to 
the  cordial  intention  alone,  or  principally,  they 
differ  from  mixtures.  The  college  of  London 
have,  neverthelefs,  retained  the  name  of  julep 
to  a  compound  of  chalk,  fugar,  gum  Arabic, 
and  water,  though  not  one  of  thefe  ingredients 
is,  in  the  leaft,  cordial.  Juleps,  where  the 
principal  intention  only  is  perfued,  are  there-^ 
fore  compofed  of  diftilled,  fimple,  and  fpirituous 
waters,  with  the  addition,  fometimes,  of  aro«- 
matic,  and  odoriferous  fubfiances  3  and  fugar, 
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or  fyrup  of  fome  kind,  is  frequently  added,  to 
render  the  whole  more  palatable  :  but  where 
other  conjoint  intentions  are  to  be  ferved,  other 
correfpondent  ingredients  are  introduced ;  as 
teftaceous,  and  alkaline  powders  3  and  laudanum, 
or  other  narcotic  fluids^ 

Decoctions  are  fluid  compounds  for  internal 
ufe,  prepared  by  the  cod:ion  of  water  with  fuch 
fubftances  as  communicate  their  proper  medici- 
nal parts  to  it  only  by  means  of  a  boiling  heat. 
This  form  is,  confequently,  fobfervient  to  various 
intentions :  as,  particularly,  to  the  emollient, 
corroborative,  aftringent,  and  fpecific. 

Infusions  are  fluid  compofitions,  prepared 
by  the  maceration  of  fuch  fubftances  in  water, 
as  will  yield  their  medicinal  parts  to  that  men- 
flruum  without  the  aid  of  coftion :  in  which 
circumftance  they  differ  from  decodions.  As 
this  manner  of  preparation  is  fuitable  to  a  much 
greater  number  of  compofitions  than  cccflion^ 
this  form  confequently  ferves  to  more  curative 
intentions  -,  but  moft  particularly  to  the  cathar- 
tic, corroborative,  and  alterative. 

Tinctures  are  compofitions  of  vinous  fpi- 
rits,  or  wine,  and  thofe  medicinal  fubftances, 
that  are  foluble  in  them :  and  in  this  circum- 
ftance, of  requiring  fpirituous  or  vinous  fluids  as 
their  bafis,  they  differ  from  decoctions  or  infu- 
fions.  The  college  of  London  have,  never- 
thelefs,  retained  a  fluid  preparation  under  this 
name,  in  which  the  bafis  is  v/ater  acidulated  by 
the  vitriolic  acid.  It  is  the  medicated  water, 
prepared  by  the  infufion  of  red  rofes,  to  which 

the 
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the  name  of  tindlure  of  rofes  is  improperly  given^ 
This  form  is  fubfervient  almoft  to  all  the  va- 
rious curative  intentions  :  as  it  is,  in  faft,  only 
the  combination  of  the  medicinal  parts  of  moft 
of  the  principal  articles  of  the  Materia  Medica 
with  the  proper  menftrua,  for  extracfting  them 
from  the  feculent  and  heterogeneous  matter, 
with  which  they  are  conjoined  in  their  native  or 
original  condition  ;  and  preferving  them  in  a 
j3uid  ftate  ;  which  is  generally  the  moft  proper 
for  their  internal  adminiftration* 

LiNCTUSSES  and  lohochs  are  fluid  com- 
pounds for  internal  ufe,  formed  from  the  com- 
mixture of  oils  and  water,  by  means  of  fugar, 
or  the  yolks  of  eggs.  This  form  cannot  effi- 
cacioufly  ferve  to  any  curative  intention,  except 
the  reftorative :  as  it  is,  in  facft,  only  a  method 
of  adminiftering  oil  in  a  ftate  that  admits  of  its 
being  eafily  digefted  :  and  whoever  coniiders, 
that  digefted  oils  become  chyle,  and  can  only 
pafs  to  the  parts  where  they  are  intended  to  ad:, 
in  that  ftate,  and  commixt  with  the  whole  mafs 
of  blood,  muft  fee,  that  nothing  more  is  really 
done  by  their  adminiftration,  than  the  increafing 
the  proportion  of  nutritive  diet.  Linftufles 
are,  neverthelefs,  frequently  adminiftered,  in  an 
emollient  intention,  in  the  cafe  of  inflammations 
of  the  breaft,  throat,  and  other  particular  parts : 
but  certainly  the  caufing  a  repletion  of  rich 
chyle  muft  rather  promote,  than  counterad:  the 
caufe  of  fuch  inflammations.  Formerly,  while 
the  notion  of  vulnerary,  and  balfamic  powers 
in  bodies  prevailed,  native  balfams  of  vegetables, 
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^nd  other  (imilar  ingredients,  were  alfo  intro- 
duced into  lindufTes  in  that  intention. 

Lohcchs,  when  the  term  is  ufed  to  lignify  any 
thing  different  from  lincftulfes,  means  acompofi- 
tion  of  the  fame  kind  ^  but  in  which  the  fpiifitude 
approaches  nearer  to  the  confiftence  of  an  elec- 
tary,  by  the  addition  of  fperma  ceti,  or  fome 
fuch  more  folid  ingredient :  as  in  thofe  of  the 
Pharmacopeias  of  the  hofpitals  of  St.  Thomas, 
and  St.  Bartholomew.  In  the  Pharmacopeia  of 
the  college  of  Edinburg,  the  word  lohoch  is, 
neverthelefs,  evidently  ufed  for  fuch  compoii- 
tions,  as  are  elfewhere  called  lindtulTes. 

Emulsions,  according  to  the  accurate  and 
proper  ufe  of  the  term,  are  fluid  compounds 
for  internal  ufe,  formed  of  vegetable  oils  and 
water,  by  means  of  faline  bodies  conjoined 
with  the  oils  originally  in  the  vegetables 
which  afford  them.  Many  other  mixtures, 
neverthelefs,  pafled  formerly  under  this  de- 
nomination, which  were  clearly  referable  to 
other  clalTes  of  compofition :  as  may  be  ktn 
in  moil:  of  the  Pharmacopeias^  and  other  col- 
lecftions  of  recipes.  Emulfions  are,  therefore, 
prepared  by  triturating  fuch  parts  of  vegetables, 
as  contain  oils  duly  combined  with  native 
falts,  with  water ;  and  flraining  off  the  milky 
fluid  produced,  from  the  remaining  folid  matter 
or  feculence.  They  ferve  moft  efhcacioufly 
to  the  reflorative  intention :  though  they  m^y 
be  properly  adminiflered,  in  fome  febrile  and 
other  cafes,  to  the  alterative  alfo ;  where  a  too 
exalted  and  putrefcent  fl:ate  of  the  blood,  at- 
tended 
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tended  with  a  weaknefs  of  digeftion,  makes  a 
greater  proportion  of  nutritive  acefcent  chyle  ne- 
ceffary,  than  can  be  formed  by  any  other  means. 
Mixtures,  conlidered  as  a  clafs  of  medica- 
ments for  internal  adminiftration,  are  fuch  ano- 
malous fluid  compofitions,  as  have  neither  an 
agreement  in  kind  with  any  of  the  preceding, 
nor  with  each  other.  They  admit,  therefore^ 
of  being  compofed  of  a  great  variety  of  ingre- 
dients :  which  may  be  compounded  without 
any  other  law  or  reftridtion,  than  what  relates 
to  the  peculiar  nature  of  each  compoiition.  This 
form  is,  confequently,  fubfervient  to  nearly  all 
the  curative  intentions :  but  is  not  particularly 
appropriated  to  any. 


CHAP,    VIL 

Of  the  infiruments  and  utenfils  fub- 
fervient to  the  furpofes  of  chirurgtcal 
pharmacy. 

THE  inftruments  and  utenfils  requifite,  in 
the  practice  of  cbirurgical  pharmacy,  are, 
weights  and  meafures  to  adjuft  the  quantities  and 
proportions  of  the  medicaments : — mortars  of 
metal  and  glafs,  with  their  pejlles ,  kvigathig 
jlones  of  marble  or  porphyry,  with  their  proper 
mullers  J  and  fearces  or  JieveSy  with  their  ^vo^ 
ptv^oxes  and  covers ;  all  which  are  neceflary  for 
the  preparation  and  commixture  of  powders;  and 
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of  moift  fubflances,  likewlfe,  ia  fome  cafes.-^- 
Pots  and  pans,  as  well  earthen-ware  as  metal- 
line, of  the  common  form,  for  the  preparation 
of  decodlions,  fomentations,  catanlafms,  and 
fome  epithems  :-r-others,  of  a  fhallovver  make, 
for  the  preparation  of  plafters,  cerates,  unguents, 
and  liniments^ — and  fome  of  a  fmall  fize  for  the 
melting  unguents  and  liniments,  when  to  be 
ufed  warm,  or  commixed  with  other  medica- 
ments.—Large  bottles  with  wide  necks  for  in- 
fufions ;  and  others  of  a  lefs  fize,  Withjioppers  of 
glafs  ground,  for  the  preparation  of  tindtures, — 
Flmtnel  bags,  formed  into  a  conical  iigure,  or 
Hippocrates^ s  jle eve y  with  proper  jlands  of  wood 
for  hanging  them,  and  diftending  the  opening 
or  mouth  of  the  bags ;  and  alfo  glafs  funnelsy 
and  a  proper  kind  of  foft  fpongy  paper ;  for 
ftraining  and  filtering  fluids,  in  order  to  feparate 
them  from  folid  matter,  and  purify  them  from 
feculencies.— aS)!>^/^/^^  of  different  fizes,  and 
proper  boards^  for  the  fpreading  plaflers,  cerates, 
unguents,  and  liniments,  on  leather,  filk,  lin- 
nen,  paper,  lint,  or  tow. — Proper  knives^ 
with  thin  pliable  blades,  for  making  commix- 
tures of  unftuous,  and  other  m.oifl  fubflances 
not  fluid. — Boxesy  drawers^  bottles  and  phials^ 
gally-pots^  &c.  for  the  keeping  and  preferving 
the  feveral  medicaments  for  ufe,  either  in  their 
fimple,  or  compound  flate. 

The  above  enumerated  inRruments  and  uten- 
Ills  are  of  fo  (imple  a  nature  in  their  tonftrudion  > 
and  fo  eaflly  obtained,  as  mofl  of  them  are  in 
common  ufe  for   other   purpofes  j    that  it  is 

need- 
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needlefs  to  ^nter  into  any  defcription  or  expla-* 
nation  of  them  here :  except  with  relation  to 
the  weights  and  meafures :  of  the  firft^  of  which 
there  being  two  kinds  ufed  in  this  country,  ad- 
jufted  td  different  ftandards,  and  relative  pro- 
portions, it  is  neceffary  to  explain  the  pradice 
of  pharmacy  in  this  point. 

The  two  kinds  of  ftandards  for  the  divilion 
of  weight,  in  ufe  in  this  country,  are  diftin- 
guirtied  by  the  names  of  Troy  weight  and 

AVOIRDUPOIS  WEIGHT. 

In  the  Troy  weight,  the  denominations  of  the 
quantities,  according  to  the  ufage  in  the  pradice 
of  pharmacy,  are,  pounds^  ounces y  drams /fcruples^ 
and  grainSs 

ifc  The  POUND     •>  r twelve  ounces. 

%  The  OUNCE      (       ^  .     \eizht  drams. 
n^u     ^,.    ..      I  contains<   P     ^      . 
5  The  DRAM      I  ]  three Jcriiples. 

9  The  SCRUPLE  J  ^twenty  grains. 

The  Troy  weight,  being  the  proper  ftand- 
ard  of  pharmacy,  or  that  by  which  the  pro- 
portions in  the  compofition  or  exhibition  of  me- 
dicaments are  regulated  at  prefent,  is  to  be  un- 
derftood  to  be  meant  in  this  work.  But  in  the 
fale  of  medicines  by  druggifts,  &c,  where  there 
is  no  regard  had  to  particular  dofes,  this  flan- 
dard  is  not  followed. 

In  the  avoirdupois  weight,  the  pound  con- 
tains fixteen  ounces :  but  the  ounces  are  lefs 
than  thofe  of  the  Troy  weight.  As  this  ftandard 
has,  however,  no  relation  to  pharmacy,  farther 
than  that  the  medicaments  are  fold  by  it  in 
grofier  quantities  by  druggifls,  &c.  it  is  not  ne- 

ceffary 
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ceflary  to  be  more  minute  with  relpe(fl  to  its  di- 
vifions  here. 

The  FLUID  meafures  in  ufe  in  pharmacy  are;j 
ih^  gciUon^  pi72ty  ounce ^  ^Lnd  fpoonful. 

The  GALLON       ]isfuppofecl[^^^^A«^^- 

The  PINT  It  b         *  \pxteen  ounces. 

The  OUNCE       C;,i;„tX  /  ff'  ^'^^'' 
The  SPOONFUL  J  ^  half  an  ounce. 

As  the  fpecific  gravity  of  different  fluids  vary,' 
there  can^  neverthelefs,  be  no  conflant  relaiive 
proportion  betv^ixt  the  denominative  divifions  of 
weights  and  meafures.  Where,  therefore,  a  par- 
ticular accuracy  is  required  in  the  proportion  of 
fluids  and  folids,  it  is  befl,  efpecially  in  fmaller 
quantities,  to  adjufl  the  whole  by  weight :  as 
there  can  be  no  general  correfponding  meafure* 
But  the  mofl  common  practice  is,  to  divide 
fluids  by  toeafure,  and  not  by  weight,  on  the 
fuppofition,  that  the  pint  is  iixteen  ounces  ^ 
and  the  refl,  confequently,  in  proportion^ 


CHAP.    VIII. 

Of  the  general  operations  necejfary  to  he 
pra&ifed  in  chirurgical  pharmacy. 

BY  the  operations  nccelTary  in  the  ppadicd 
of  chirurgical  pharmacy  mufl  be  un- 
derftood,  only  fuch  as  are  requifite  to  the  pre- 
paration and  compofition  of  medicaments, 
according  to  the  proper  office  of  the  furgeon^ 

N  as 
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as  founded  on  expedience  and  ufage.  For  the 
previous  preparation,  and  the  compofition  of 
many  articles,  by  chemical,  and  other  com- 
plex means  employed  to  bring  them  to  the 
officinal  ftate,  belong  to  pharmacy  in  general ; 
and  do  not  fall  within  the  province  of  furgery : 
in  the  practice  of  which,  they  muft,  as  was 
before  premifed,  be,  for  the  moft  part,  conli- 
dered  as  fimples. 

iThe  general  operations,  fubfervient  to  the 
preparation  and  compofition  of  medicaments, 
in  the  proper  pradicc  of  furgery,  are,  accord- 
ing to  this  view,  pulverisation,  coction, 
INFUSION,  separation,  and  commixture. 
But,  as  thefe  are  of  a  iimple  nature,  and  per- 
formed, in  moft  cafes,  by  methods,  that  are  in 
ufe  for  the  common  oeconomical  domeftic  offices 
of  life,  I  fhall  omit  enlarging  on  them;  unlefs 
with  refpect  to  fome  few  cautionary  obfervations, 
in  relation  to  the  manner  of  performing  them, 
as  it  regards  particular  kinds  of  fubjeds. 

Pulverisation,  or  the  reduSfion  cf  bodies 
to  an  impalpable  powder^  is  performed  tv/o  ways; 
by  contujion  or  pounding ;  and  by  levigation  or 
grinding. 

Contufion  is  effedled  in  mortars,  by  the 
ftrokes  or  trituration  of  the  peftle,  and  is  ne- 
celTary  in  the  cafe  of  all  hard  and  more  obdu- 
rate bodies.  But,  in  order  to  obtain  powders 
of  equal  texture,  ffting  or  feaj'cing  muft  be 
fubferviently  ufed.  This  method  is  fufficient  to 
anfwer  the  end  in  all  cafes ;  except  where  very 
fine  povvders  are  not  required :  and,  in  the  in- 

ftance 
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ftanCe  of  gums,  and  faline  fubftances,  (which, 
being  foluble  in  water,  do  not  admit  of  the  ad- 
dition of  the  moifture  requifite  in  levigation,)  It 
is  the  only  proper  means  that  can  be  ufed.  In 
the  cafe  of  faline  bodies,  mortars  of  crjafs  fliould, 
however,  be  always  employed :  as  thofe  of  metals 
are  liable  to  corrofions. 

Levigatioji  is  performed  by  trituration  or 
grinding  on  a  ftone  of  marble  or  porphyry,  by 
means  of  a  muller  of  porphyry  or  agate  :  but> 
in  order  to  the  rendering  this  method  effedlual, 
it  is  necefTary,  that  the  fubjcft  matter  fhould 
be  moiftened  with  fome  fluid  to  the  conliftence 
of  pafte  :  and  it  is  generally  moil  expedient, 
unlefs  in  the  cafe  of  foft  bodies  of  an  earthy  or 
cretaceous  texture,  to  reduce  the  matter  pre- 
vioufly  to  the  ftate  of  a  grofs  powder,  by  pound- 
ing it  in  a  mortar. 

In  the  cafe  of  mineral  obdurate  bodies^  when 
fine  powders  are  required,  another  fubfervient 
operation,  called  ehitriation  or  wafliing  over,  is 
neceflaTy  to  be  called  in  aid  :  which  is  thus  per- 
formed. The  matter  previoufly  levigated,  muft 
be  put  into  a  deep  veffei  almoft  full  of  water, 
with  which  being  commixt,  by  ftirring  them 
well  together,  the  water,  with  the  fined  part 
of  the  povv^der  remaining  fafpended  in  it,  after 
ftanding  a  very  (l^ort  time,  muft  be  poured  off, 
by  inclination  of  the  veffei  then  containing  it, 
into  another  of  the  fame  form :  where  it  muft 
remain  till  it  has  depofited  the  powder  at  the 
bottom  of  the  veffei ;  and  afterwards  be  poured 
back  into  the  firft.     The  ftirring,  &c.  muft 

N  2  thea 


i8o  Theory  of 

then  again  be  performed  as  before  ;  and  re-^ 

peated,  till  the  impalpable  part  of  the  powder 

be  feparated  from  the  grofler :  which  muft  then 

be  again  levigated,  and  undergo  the  fubfequent 

operation,  till  the  whole  be  rendered  of  due 

finenefs. 

This  is  particularly  proper  in  the  cafe  of 
tutty,  or  lapis  calaminaris^  when  intended  to 
be  ufed  for  diforders  of  the  eyes :  but  in  the 
cafe  of  thofe  minerals,  and  other  bodies  of  hard 
confiftence,  the  pounding  fhould  be  perform- 
ed in  a  mortar  of  caft  iron  ;  and  the  levigation 
on  porphyry :  as  abrafions  will,  otherwife,  hap- 
pen, that  may  be  injurious  to  the  preparation. 

It  is  a  neceflary  caution  in  the  preparation 
of  powders  to  be  careful,  that  in  compound 
fubftances  the  whole  of  the  matter  be,  at  laft, 
well  mixt  together  3  and  the  part  which  firft 
becomes  fine  not  feparated  from  the  other.  For 
by  deviating  from  this  method,  in  fome  cafes, 
particularly  in  thofe  of  metallic  preparations, 
and  fome  vegetable  fubftances  that  contain 
refinous  parts,  one  portion  of  the  powder  ob- 
tained may  greatly  vary  from  the  other  ;  and 
have  very  noxious  powers. 

CocTioN  is  too  fimple  an  operation  to  re- 
quire explanation ;  or  admit  of  any  rules  for  its 
performance :  unlefs  fuch,  as,  relating  only  to 
particular  occafions,  are  of  courfe  given  in  the 
refpeftive  prefcriptions.  The  only  general 
cautions  neceflary  to  be  obferved  are ;  not  to 
employ  any  veflels  of  metal,  in  cafe  of  acid  or 
laline  fubftances  5  which  would,  in  moft  in- 

ftances^ 
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ftances,  corrode  them,  and  deprave  the  medi- 
caments :  and  not  to  fuffer  any  folid  or  oleagi- 
nous matter  to  be  burnt,  by  coming  in  too  clofe 
contad:  with  the  veflel  3  either  from  bearing  too 
much  down  upon  it  by  their  gravity  for  want  of 
frequeat  ftirring  ;  or  from  the  defed:  of  water. 

Infusion  is  yet  more  fimple  than  coftion  : 
being  performed  only  by  adding  the  due  quan- 
tity of  water,  or  other  menftruum,  of  a  boiling 
heat,  or  in  Ibme  cafes  cold,  to  the  folid  ingre- 
dients, contained  in  a  bottle,  or  other  proper 
veflel ;  and  fuffering  them  to  remain  there,  be- 
ing fliaken  or  flirred  together  at  due  intervals, 
till  the  water  be  fufficiently  impregnated  with 
the  medicinal  parts  of  the  other  ingredients, 
which  it  is  intended  to  extract  from  them. 

Separation,  conlidered  as  an  operation  of 
chirurgical  pharmacy,  is  pradifed  only  in  a  fe- 
condary  view,  for  the  dividing  folid  fubftances 
from  fluid,  after  decodion  or  infufion  3  and 
may  be  performed,  either  by  decantation^  or  by 
Jiltration. 

Decantation  is  efl'eded  Amply,  by  the  pouring 
ofl^the  clear  fluid  part  of  the  mixture  to  be  fe- 
parated,  by  the  inclination  of  the  veflel  contain- 
ing it,  from  the  folid  matter  that  has  fubnded: 
but  the  particular  manner  is  too  fimple  to  re- 
quire diredions. 

Filtration^  or  fl:raining  off  the  fluid  from  folid 
matter,  is  performed  by  peccolation  through 
flannel  or  paper.  In  mofl;  cafes,  the  filtration 
through  flannel  is  fufficient :  which  is  done,  by 
pafling  the  fluid  through  the  conical  bag,  ovHip^ 
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pocratess  jleeve^  before  mentioned  amongfl:  the 
inftruments  and  utenlils :  but  where  a  nicer, 
or  more  perfecft  purification  of  the  fluid  from 
folid  matter  is  neceflary,  paper  muft  be  ufed. 
The  method  of  filtering  through  paper,  in  the 
cafe  of  fuch  fmall  quantities  of  the  fubjed:  as 
come  in  queilion  in  the  praftice  of  chirurgical 
pharmacy,  is,  to  put  a  lining  of  a  foft  fpongy 
kind,  commonly  called  bloctH  or  blotting  paper, 
into  a  glafs  funnel,  placed  over  a  proper  bottle ; 
and  feeding  it  with  the  matter  to  be  filtered, 
till  the  whole  of  the  fluid  has  drained  through 
the  paper. 

Commixture,  confidered  as  a  general  ope-» 
ration  in  chirurgical  pharmacy,  is  eff^eded  by 
different  methods,  according  to  the  diflferent 
nature  of  the  fubjed.  The  more  Ample  of  thefe 
methods  are  performed  by  the  comimon  me- 
chanical means ;  to  which  a  liquefying  heat  is 
fometimes  called  in  aid.  In  the  cafe  of  folid 
bodies,  this  is  done  by  triturating  the  ingre- 
dients together  in  a  mortar,  or,  where  a  more 
perfed  union  is  required,  by  levigating  together 
fuch  as  admit  of  the  addition  of  water.  In 
the  cafe  of  unduous  or  moid  bodies,  it  is  done 
cither  by  incorporating  them  with  a  flat  knife, 
or  fpatula,  on  a  levigating  Hone,  glazed  tile, 
or  board )  or,  where  they  are  of  too  ftiflP 
and  tenacious  a  confifl:ence  to  admit  of  that 
treatment,  by  pounding  them  together  in  a 
mortar :  and  in  the  caie  of  thofe  which  will 
fufe  or  liquefy  with  a  gentle  heat,  by  melting 
them  together.     The  other  methods,  that  are 

not 
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not  limple,  are  too  various  to  admit  of  any 
rules  for  the  performing  them,  but  what  relate 
only  to  particular  fubjeds ;  and  are,  therefore, 
always  Ipecially  prefcribcd  on  each  refpedive 
occafion. 

There  are  only  two  general  cautions  that  can 
be  given  refpeding  commixture.  The  one  is, 
that  the  incorporation  or  union  of  the  ingre- 
dients (hould  be  always  made  as  intimately  and 
perfedly  as  poffible :  fince  different  parts  of  the 
fame  mafs,  that  may  be  ufed  feparately,  may 
otherwife  contain  different  proportions  of  the 
ingredients :  which  in  all  cafes  would  be  im- 
proper, and  in  fome  very  injurious.  The 
other  is,  that  no  metalline  velTels  or  implements 
be  ufed,  in  the  cafe  of  acid  or  faline  bodies ; 
lefl  corroiions  of  them  fhould  refult,  and  de- 
prave the  compound. 
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PART    11. 

Praftice  of   Chirurgical  Phar- 
macy. 

B  O  O  K    I. 

Preparation  and  compofition  of  medi- 
caments for  external  ufe. 
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CHAP.    I. 
Of  dry  forms  of  external  medicaments » 

SECT.     I. 

Of    dry    intire  bodia;. 

N.  B.  Such  recipes  as  are  marked  Z.,  are  according  to  the 
Pharmacopeia  of  the  college  of  London  ;  fuch  as  are 
marked  E,^  to  that  of  the  college  of  Edinburg ;  and 
fuch  as  are  marked  N.  S.  T.  or  N.  S.  B,,  to  thofe  of 
the  hofpitals  of  St»  Thomas  or  St.  Bartholomew. 

Agaricus    QUERCINUS. 
Jlgaric   of  the  oak, 
F5^)S("*lEING  ufed  only  as  a  ftyptic,  the 
)9C  ^  H  ^g^^^^  ^f  ^^^  o^k  requires  no  other 
k.)fiC)86tt(  preparation,  but  tlje  reducing  it  to 
pieces  of  a  due  magnitude  3 .  that  is,  of  fuch 

lize^ 


i86  Practice    or 

fize,  with  refpefl  to  each,  as  will  fome- 
what  more  than  cover  the  bleeding  vefTel, 
to  which  it  is  intended  to  be  applied. 

Observation. 
The  agaric  of  the  oak  was,  feme  time  ago, 
introduced  here  as  a  flyptic  fufficiently  effica- 
cious, to  prevent  hemorrhages  from  the  largeft 
veffds  divided  in  amputations.  But,  on  a 
proper  courfe  of  trial,  it  was  found  not  to  an- 
Iwer  to  the  expedations  that  had  been  formed 
TrFit;  anxJ  is  now,  in  a  great  degree,  rejeaed. 
For  a  more  particular  account,  fee  p.  73. 

Amalgama    mercurii. 

Amalgama  of  mercury. 

Take  any  quantity  of  mercury;  and  add 

to  it  rafpings  of  lead   or  tin  ;    triturating 

them  together   in  a  glafs  mortar,   till  the 

compound  acquire  the  conRftenee  of  pafte. 

^    -  O  B  S  E  R  V  ATI  ON. 

This  amalgama  is  fometimes  ufed  as  a  ipe- 
cific  in  cancerous,  and  malignant  tumours  of 
the  breafls,  and  other  parts;  and  alfo  in  the 
cafe  of  cold  tumours  of  the  glands  and  joints. 
it  is  applied  by  means  of  fpreading  it  on  the  fur- 
jfaiic  of  any  adhefive  plafter,  which  is  laid  on 
the  part,  and  continued  there  a  long  time.  This 
is  rarely  pradiied  here  :  but  in  France  and 
elfewhere  more  frequently. 

Lapis 
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Lapis  infernalis. 
Take  fope  lye,  and  evaporate  it  In  any 
vefTel,  avoiding  the  ufe  of  copper,  till  a 
pellicle  appears  on  the  furface.  Put  it  then 
into  an  iron  ladle  j  and  continue  the  eva- 
poration till  the  mafs  become  perfe6lly  dry : 
cut  it  then  into  pieces  of  a  proper  fize  for 
application,  and  keep  it  for  ufe  in  a  bottle 
with  a  neck  of  a  proper  widencfs  to  fuffer 
the  pieces  to  pafs ;  to  which  neck  a  ground 
glafs  ftopper  fhould  be  fitted* 

O  BSERVAT  ION. 

The  lapis  infernalis  is  one  of  the  moft 
powerful  cauflics  hitherto  introduced  into  prac- 
tice 5  and  was  formerly  much  in  ufe.  But  on 
account  of  its  being  greatly  fubjed:,  from  its  fa- 
line  nature,  to  run  and  fpread  beyond  the  due 
bounds,  inflaming  and  excoriating  the  fkin  in 
a  painful  and  troublefome  tnanner,  a  compo- 
fition  of  the  fame  kind,  but  with  the  addition 
of  lime  in  fubftance,  is  now  moft  generally 
fubftituted  :  which  compofition  is  much  lefs 
liable  to  this  inconvenience.  See  below,  Cau-- 
Jli cum  fortius  &  mi  tins  ^  L.D.  article  Epthems^ 
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Lapis  septic'us  seu  cauterium   poten- 

TIALE,     E. 

Potejitial  cautery. 
Take  of  pearl-afhes,  and  quick  lime, 
equal  parts  ;  and  of  fpring  water,  thrice 
the  weight  of  each.  Let  them  remain  to- 
gether three  days,  flirring  them :  and  then 
exhale  to  drynefs  the  filtered  lixivium ;  and 
having  put  it  into  a  crucible,  keep  it  in  an 
intenfe  fire  till  it  flow  like  oil.  Having 
poured  it  on  a  flat  plate  heated,  let  it  be 
cut,  while  it  yet  remains  foft,  into  pieces 
of  a  due  fize  and  figure  ^  to  be  kept  in 
a  glafs  vefl^el  wrell  ftopt. 

Observation. 

This  differs  from  the  preceding,  only  in  be- 
ing prepared  by  a  more  elaborate  and  trouble- 
fome  procefs ;  and  being  rendered  fl:ill  more 
apt  to  lun,  by  the  effed:  of  the  fuling  heat. 
Though  the  fubjecfting  it  to  this,  anfwers  no 
other  purpofe  than  to  reduce  it  to  fuch  a  ftate, 
diat  it  may  be  ealily  formed  into  pieces  of  a 
regular  figure  :  which  may  be  done,  without 
this  means,  by  a  careful  management  of  the 
mafs  after  the  heat  of  evaporation  only. 

Lapis 
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Lapis  medicamentosus,  L. 
Medicinal  jioiu. 
Take  alum,  litharge,  bole  Armoniac,  or 
French  bole,  of  each  half  a  pound ;  of 
colcothar  of  green  vitriol,  three  ounces  ; 
and  of  vinegar,  a  quarter  of  a  pint.  After 
having  mixt  the  whole  well  together,  dry 
the  mafs  over  a  fire,  till  it  grow  hard. 

Observation. 
This  is  the  recipe  of  a  compofition  long  in  ufe, 
reformed  by  the  college  of  London  in  their  laft 
Pharmacopeia.  But  the  college  of  Edinburg 
have  wholly  difcarded  it  from  theirs,  induced 
by  thejuftnegled:  fuch  forms  meet  with  in  the 
prefent  praftice.  Its  qualities,  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  ingredients,  are  evidently  aflringent 
and  ftyptic  ^  and  it  has  been  recommended  for 
faftening  the  teeth,  and  preferving  the  gums. 
The  alum  and  colcothar  of  vitriol,  neverthe- 
lefs,  which  yet  retain,  after  the  calcination,  a 
coniiderable  quantity  of  vitriolic  fait,  if  ufed 
without  wafhing,  are  certainly  not  fit  fubftances 
to  approach  the  teeth.  It  is  with  more  pro- 
priety ufed  in  repellent  injedlions  ;  though 
there  are  much  better  forms  for  the  fame 
intention. 


Causti- 
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Causticum  lunare. 
Lunar  caujlic. 
Take  any  quantity  of  cupelled  filver  iti 
grains,  or  thin  plates  ;  and,  having  put  it 
into  twice  its  weight  of  pure  fpirit  of  nitre, 
let  them  ftand  together,  till  the  filver  be 
diflblved.  Evaporate  this  folution,  with 
a  gentle  heat,  till  a  perfe6lly  dry  mafs  re- 
main :  which  being  put  into  a  crucible, 
muft  be  placed  in  a  heat  fufRcient  to  fufe 
it;  and,  as  foon  as  ever  it  appears  fuffi- 
ciently  fluid,  it  muft  be  caft  into  fmall  rolls, 
in  proper  iron  moulds,  previoufly  greafed 
and  heated ;  and,  the  greafe  being  wiped  off 
after  it  is  cold,  preferved  in  a  glafs  vefTel, 
clofed  with  a  ground  ftopper. 

Observation. 
The  college  of  Edinburg  dired:  the  ufe  of 
three  times  the  weight  of  fpirit  of  nitre  to  the 
filver.  But,  if  it  be  obtained  of  due  ftrength, 
fuch  as  is  ufed  by  the  refiners,  twice  the  weight 
will  diflblve  the  filver  perfecflly  ;  and  more  is 
wholly  fuperfluous  :  as  it  is  driven  off  in  the 
evaporation;  and  only  prolongs  the  operation. 
They  have  given,  in  their  Pharmacopeia^  to  this 
preparation,  the  name  of  lapis  infernalis^  as  fy- 
nonymous  to  that  of  the  lunar  cauftic ;  and  called 

the 
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the  preparation  from  the  fope  lye,  lapis  fepticus^ 
or  cauUrium  potentiale.  This  cauftic  is  applied 
to  the  fame  purpofes  as  the  lapis  iufernalis  ^ 
being  corrofive  in  the  firft  degree  ;  but,  like 
that,  its  ufe  is  at  prefent  much  fuperfeded  by 
the  compofition  before  mentioned  of  lime  in 
fubftance,  and  the  faline  matter  of  the  fopc 
lye* 

LaminuE    plumbi    cum    mercurio   per- 

FRICATiE. 

Plates  of  lead  rubbed  with  mercury. 
Take  plates  of  lead,  that  are  not  too 
thick  to  be  perfe^lly  pUable  to  any  parts  on 
which  they  may  be  applied  3  and  rub  them 
over  with  crude  mercury,  which  will  adhere 
to  their  furface. 

Observation. 
Plates  of  lead  fo  prepared,  by  rubbing  them 
with  mercury,  are  much  of  the  fame  nature  as 
the  amalgama  of  mercury  ;  and  are  fometlmes 
applied,  in  the  fame  difcutient  intention,  to  chro- 
nical glandular  fwellings  :  particularly  of  the 
throat:  where  they  are  continued  for  a  confi- 
derable  length  of  time.  But  the  ufe  of  them 
does  not  obtain  in  regular  pradice  :  as  the  fame 
intentions  may  be  much  beter  anfwered  by 
the  continued  application  of  fmall  quantities  of 
weak  mercurial  unguents,  rubbed  in  at  proper 
intervals. 

Vitrio- 
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VlTRIOLUM  CiERULEUM  SEU  ROMANUlVf. 

Blue  or  Roman  VitrioL 
It  requires  no  preparation,  when  ufed  in 
an  intire  ftate,  except  the  forming  it  inta 
pieces  proper   for  touching  commodioufly 
the  parts  on  which  it  is  applied. 

Observation. 
Roman  vitriol  is  ufed  in  an  intire  ftate  for 
rubbing  the  fungous  or  callous  parts  of  ulcers, 
in  a  cauftic  intention  ;  in  order  to  the  exefion 
of  fuch  parts ;  as  alfo  for  touching  the  furface 
of  foul  ulcers  in  a  detergent  intention^  In  the 
latter  cafe  it  is,  however,  more  frequently  ufed 
in  the  ftate  of  powder,  or  diflblved  in  water. 

VlTRIOLUM     VIRIDE. 

Greeji  vitr^ioL 
It   requires  no  other  preparation,   when 
ufed  in  an  intire  ftate,   than  reducing  it  to 
pieces  proper  for   touching   the  parts   on 
which  it  is  applied. 

Observation. 
Green  vitriol  is  fometimes  ufed,  in  a  cauftic 
intention,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  blue  vi- 
triol :  which  end  it  v/ill  anfwer ;  but  it  is  not 
by  much  fo  powerfully  detergent :  and  there- 
fore lefs  proper  in  that  intention. 

SECT. 
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SECT.    IL 

Of  powders. 

Alumen    ustum. 
Burnt  alum. 

TAKE  any  quantity  of  alums  and,  hav- 
ing put  it  into  a  fliallow  earthen  v^flel, 
fet  it  over  a  fire  5  and  continue  it  there  till  no 
further  ebullition  appear.  Powder  it  then  > 
and  keep  it  in  a  phial  well  flopped. 

Observation. 
Burnt  alum  was  formerly  in  frequent  ufe  as 
a  flight  efcarotic,  for  deftroying  fungous  and 
luxuriant  fiefh  in  ulcers :  and  is,  indeed,  yet 
retained  in  pra6lice,where  the  modern  improve- 
ments have  not  hitherto  prevailed.  The  man- 
ner of  application  is,  to  fprinkle  the  powder  on 
the  part  intended  to  be  exeded  :  which  it  will, 
in  common  with  other  cauftic  fubftances,  de- 
ftroy.  It  is  found,  however,  not  only  to  be  more 
troublefomely  irritating  than  fome  other  efcaro- 
tics;  but  even  to  harden  the  lips,  or  furface  of  the 
ulcers,  to  which  it  is  applied ;  and,  confequent- 
ly,  to  retard  the  due  incarnation.  On  thefe  ac- 
counts it  is,  at  prefent,  juflly  negleded ;  and 
its  place  fupplied  by  touching  with  the  lunar 
cauftic,  lapis  infernaUsy  Roman  vitriol,  or  greem 
vitriol  J  or  by  the  red  precipitate,  or  green 
vitriol,  fprinkled  as  a  powder  on  tlie  part.  Thc^ 

O  Edin- 
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Edinburg  college  have  judicioully  omitted  this 
preparation  in  their  Fkarmacopeia  :  but  the 
<pollege  of  London  have  retained  it, 

PULVIS     E     CERUSSA,    L. 

See  Repellent  injedlion. 

Farina  tritici. 
*  Wheat  en  fowcr. 

It  requires  no  other  preparation,  than 
what  it  undergoes  for  common  domeftic 
purpofes :  but  that  which  is  fxueft,  or  moft 
freed  from  bran,  Ihould  be  chofen. 

Observation. 
Wheaten  flower  is  ufed  in  a  dry  and  fimple 
flate,  in  a  ftyptic  intention,  for  checking  the 
effufion  of  blood  from  the  fmaller  veflels,  after 
amputations,  or  other  conliderable  foiutions  of 
continuity.  It  is  applied  to  the  bleeding  part, 
Ipread  on  the  furface  of  pledgets  of  lint ;  and 
does  not  produce  its  intended  effed:,  by  any 
aftringent  quality ;  but  by  mechanically  choak- 
ing  up  the  mouths  of  the  vefTels ;  and  obftrudt- 
ing  the  exit  of  the  blood  from  them. 

Mercurius  precipitatus  ruber. 
Red  precipitate  of  mercury. 
It  requires  no  other  preparation  for  chi- 
rnrgical  tife,  but  what  it  undergoes  in  the 
chemical  procefs  by  which  it  is  produced. 

O  B  S  E  R« 
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Observati  on. 
Red  precipitate  is  ufed  in  a  fimple  and  pul- 
verine  ftate,  as  a  flight  efcarotic,  a  detergent, 
and,  in  fome  cafes,  a  fpecific.  It  is  applied  to 
the  callous  and  fungous  parts  of  ulcers  in  the 
firft  intention  ;  to  the  whole  furface  or  foul 
parts  of  unclean  ulcers  in  the  fecond  ;  and  to 
venereal  or  other  virulent  ulcerations  in  the 
third  ;  by  fprinkling  it  in  the  various  proportions 
required,  according  to  the  particular  ftate  of  the 
ulcer.  As  it  is  formed  of  the  nitrous  acid  and 
mercury,  it  acfts  as  an  efcarotic  and  detergent 
through  the  power  of  the  firft  fubftance ;  and,  as 
a  fpecific,  through  the  qualities  of  the  latter :  and, 
as  it  efFedlually  anfwers  in  all  thefe  feveral  inten- 
tions, particularly  in  the  cafe  of  venereal  ulcers, 
its  ufe  prevails  in  the  prefent  improved  practice. 

PuLvis  myrrhi. 
Powder    of    tnyrrh. 
It  requires  no  other  preparation,  than  the 
pulverization  of  the  myrrh  in  a  glafs  or  iron 
mortar. 

Observation. 

Powdered  myrrh  is  fometimes  ufed  as  a  de- 
tergent in  the  cafe  of  foul  ulcers  :  but  not  in 
the  regular  improved  pra6lice,  other  medica- 
ments being  found  more  effectual.  It  is  em- 
ployed more  frequently  to  promote  the  exfolia- 
tion of  carious  bones,  by  fprinkling  it  on  their 
furface :   in  which  intention,    it  is  more  effi- 

O  2  cacious^ 
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cacious,  than  in  that  of  a  detergent  in  the  cafe 
of  ulcers. 

PutVIS    OPTHALMICUS.  % 

Powder  for  clearing  the  eyes. 
Take  glafs  of  any  kind ;  ^nd  pound  it  in 
an  iron  mortar.  Then  levigate  it  on  a  por- 
phyry llone  i  and  afterwards  feparate  the 
fined  part  of  the  powder  from  the  grofTer, 
by  the  operation  of  walhing  over  y  as  de-^ 
fgribed,  page  179. 

Observation, 

This  powder  is  ufed  for  removing  (pecks  in 
the  eyes  :  v/hich  it  performs  by  wearing  off, 
or  filing,  as  it  were,  the  protuberances  of  the 
cornea,  to  which  the  thicknefs  in  thofe  parts 
is  owing.  But  it  is,  neverthelefs,  an  injurious 
pradlice.  For  this  effect  cannot  be  produced 
by  fuch  means,  without  fcratching  and  wound- 
ing^ in  fome  degree,  every  other  part  of  the 
membrane  :  which,  confequently,  it  renders 
lefs  tranfparent  and  pervious  to  the  Hght ;  as 
is  experienced  by  all  thofe  who  have  undergone 
frequent  repetitions  of  this  treatment  I  (hould 
not,  therefore,  have  inferted  this  preparation, 
if  it  had  not  maintained  a  place  in  the  Pharma^ 
c^peia  of  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  hofpitals 
of  London  <. 

PULVIS 
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PuLvis  astrIK'gKns;   Pulvls  ad  proceden- 

tiam  ani  M6ius^  N.  S.  T. 
Powder  for  the  falling  do%V7i  of  the  funda?nc?2i . 
Take  of  balaufliiies,   and  of  bole  Armo- 
tiiaC,  each  one  ounce  ;  and  reduce  them  to 
powder  together. 

Observation. 

This  powder  is  ufed,  by  fprinkling  it  fre- 
quently on  the  exterior  part  of  the  anus,  in  the 
cafe  of  thofe  fubjecft  to  a  prolapfus  of  the  redum. 
It  may,  likewife,  be  applied  in  other  cafes, 
where  the  adlion  of  aftringent  bodies  is  re- 
quired: but  fpirit  of  wine,  and  folutions  of  alum, 
terra  Japonica,  or  more  particularly  fugar  of 
lead,  are  more  effedual. 

VlTRIOLUM    CALClNATUiM  RuSRUM* 

Vitriol  calcined  to  rednefs. 
Take  any  quantity  of  green  vitriol  3  and 
put  it  into  a  fhallow  earthen  veffel :  on  the 
bottom  of  which  it  may  lie  about  half  aft 
mch  thick.  Place  the  veficl  then  on  a  fire, 
in  a  moderate  degree  of  heat,  till  all  ebulli- 
tion ceafe  :  and  afterwards  augment  the 
heat,  till  the  whole  of  the  vitriol  become  of 
a  high  red  colour  when  cold.     Having  then 

O   3  taken 
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taken  the  vefTel  from  the  fire,  feparate  the 
vitriol  from  it,  which  mufl  be  reduced  to 
powder  as  quickly  as  poffible,  and  kept  in 
a  bottle  or  phial,  fecured  from  the  accefs  of 
air,  which  would  otherwife  foon  caufe  it  to 
deliquiate,  by  a  ground  glafs  ftopper. 

Observation. 

This  calcined  vitriol  is  confounded,  in  the 
Edinburg  Fharmacopeia^  with  the  colcothar : 
from  which  it,  nevcrthelefs,  differs  very  mate- 
rially. Since  that  is  deprived  of  the  acid  in  a 
much  greater  degree,  by  a  longer  calcination ; 
and  affumes  a  darker  iand  purpler  colour.  This 
deficience  of  the  acid  renders  the  colcothar 
much  lefs  cauftic  and  auftere ;  and,  confe- 
quently,  more  fit  for  plafters,  and  other  fuch 
compofitions,  than  the  vitriol  calcined  to  rednefs 
only;  but  much  lefs  aftive  as  a  ftyptic. 

The  calcined  vitriol,  as  here  prepared,  is  the 
moft  efFeftual  remedy,  hitherto  discovered,  for 
profufe  bleedings  of  the  nofe  :  in  which  I  have 
never  known  it  fail  on  many  trials,  where  all 
common  means  had  been  ufcd  inefFedually.  The 
manner  of  applying  it,  in  this  intention,  is,  to 
fnufif  the  powder,  either  alone,  or  mixt  in  a  fpoon 
with  water,  up  the  bleeding  noftril :  avoiding 
nevcrthelefs,  as  much  as  poffible,  not  to  fuffer 
any  part  of  it  to  go  down  the  throat :  though 
even  that  would  not  be  attended  with  any  dan- 
ger, or  even  confiderable  inconvenience.  Bleed- 
ings 
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mgs  of  the  haemorrhoids,  and  other  ruptured, 
vellels,  give  way  aifo  to  this  ftyptic  powder. 

PULVIS    VITRIOLI     CMRVLll    SEU   RoMANI. 

Powder  of  blue  or  Roma?!  vitrioL 
It  requires  no  preparation,  but  to  be  re- 
duced in  a  mortar  to  the  flate  of  an  eq^ual 
powder. 

Obs  er  vat  ion. 
This  powder  is  ufed,  by  fprinkling  on  the 
part,  as  an  efcarotic,  and  detergent,  in  the  cafe 
of  ulcers,  where  the  ufe  of  fuch  is  required, 
and  the  touching  the  furface  with  the  intire 
piece  is  not  fufficient. 

CHAP.     II, 

Of  unBuous  for 7ns  of  external  rnedi-. 

caments. 


SECT.    I. 

Ofplafters. 

^1  I        «  I  I       r  I     ■     1      ■    ■  II  ■        I  .  II         ,f    ■       -T     t     -  I     -  -     ^  I     iriirWJffl  ■  ll«  .g 

Emplastrum  commune,  L. 
Common  plajier. 

TAKE  of  oil  of  olives,  one  gallon  j 
and  of  litharge,  well  levigated,   five 
O  4  pounds. 
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pounds.  Boil  them  together,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  one  quart  of  water,  over  a  gentle 
fire  5  continually  ftirring  them,  till  the  oil 
and  litharge  be  united;  and  they  have  ac-- 
quired  the  due  confiflence  of  a  plafter.  But, 
if  all  the  water  be  exhaled  before  the  opera- 
tion be  completed,  a  frefli  quantity,  pre- 
vioufly  heated,  muft  be  added  at  difcretion?. 

Observation. 

The  emplajlnim  ccmmiine  of  the  Edinburg 
Pharmacopeia  differs  from  this,  only  in  the 
proportion  of  the  oil  and  litharge,  which  arc 
there  directed  to  be  fix  pints  of  the  oil  to  three 
pounds  of  the  litharge.  This  does  not,  how- 
ever,  change  the  medicinal  qualities  ]  but  only 
varies  the  confiftence,  and  renders  the  plafter 
more  eafy  to  be  melted  with  heat :  which  is, 
indeed,  fometimes  a  convenience, 

This  compofition  is  inferted,  in  the  two  Phar- 
macopeias y  in  the  place  of  the  diachylon  fmplexy 
and  diapalma ;  that  it  might  ferve  as  a  bafis  to 
other  more  compound  forms;  in  which,  either 
the  omitted  ingredients  of  the  diachylon^  or  any 
others,  might  be  difcretionally  added.  The 
place  of  the  litharge  may,  when  it  is  more 
convenient,  be  fupplied  by  minium:  which 
differs  from  it  ©nly  in  being  lefs  calcined :  and 
wiU,  in  all  refpexfts,  anfwer  the  fame  end. 

The  qualities  of  the   emplaftrum  commune^ 
With  refped:  to  medicinal  intentions,  are,  to  be 

defenfative, 
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defenfative,  with  fome  degree  of  emollient  and 
repellent  power.  The  emollient  properties  are 
owing  to  the  oil,  and  the  repellent  to  the  lead : 
though  they  are  both  greatly  diminifhed,  with 
refped:  to  the  proportion  in  which  they  are 
found  in  the  fimple  ingredients,  by  the  com- 
bination of  the  two  fubftances  with  each  other* 

pMPLASTRUM     ADHESIVUM,    E. 

Adhefive  plajler.  ' 

Take  of  the  common  plafter,  two  pounds ; 
and  of  Burgundy  pitch,  one  pound.  Melt 
them  together,  that  they  may  form  a  plafter. 

Observation. 

This  plafter  is  rendered  fuppurative  and  dU 
geftive  by  the  Burgundy  pitch :  which  is, 
from  its  general  nature,  moderately  irritating* 
The  confiftence  of  this  compofition,  like  wife, 
renders  it  fit  to  be  ufed  as  a  defenfative  to  the 
contiguous  parts,  where  cauftics  are  applied ; 
and  for  other  iuch  purpofes,  where  great  co- 
hefion  of  the  plafter  is  requifite. 

Emplastrum    agglutinans. 

Agglutinative   plafier^    commonly  called  ladies 

fticking  plafter. 

Take  of  ifrnglafsj  four  ounces  ;   and  of 

the  compound,    called    Turlington  s  balfam  j 

or  of  either  of  thofe  called  balfamum  trau- 

maiicum 
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maticum  in  the  London  or  Edinburg  Phar-^ 
macopeiasy  one  ounce.  Melt  the  ilinglals 
with  about  two  ounces  of  water  ;  and  boil 
the  folution,  till  a  gi-eat  part  of  the  water  be 
confumed  ;  then  add  gradually  to  it  the 
balfam,  ftirring  them  well  together  j  and, 
after  the  mixture  has  continued  a  fhort 
time  on  the  fire,  take  the  veffel  off:  and 
fpread  the  plafler,  while  yet  fluid  with  the 
heat,  on  filk,  by  means  of  a  brufh. 

Ob  s  e  r  vat  ion. 
This  plafter  is  greatly  adhefive ;  and,  con- 
fequently,  being  laid  on  any  part  that  is 
wounded,  promotes  its  healing  by  agglutina- 
tion, by  keeping  the  divided  parts  together.  It 
is,  in  common  ufe,  empirically ;  and  is  fre- 
quently the  occafion  of  great  mifchief,  by  im- 
peding digeftion,  and  the  cxtrufion  of  hetero- 
geneous matter  from  the  wounded  parts :  which, 
from  the  prevention  of  external  means  of  dif- 
charge,  fuppurate  internally  j;  and  produce  fi- 
nuous  abfcefles. 

Emplastrum  ex  Ammoniaco  cum  mer- 

CURIO,   L. 

Plajler  of  gum  Ammoniac  "with  7ne?rtiry. 
Take  of  gum  Ammoniac  drained ,   one 
pound  ;  of  cnide  mercury,   three  ounces  ; 

and 
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and  of  the  (imple  balfarn  df  fulphur,  one 
dram.  Rub  the  mercury  with  the  balfai^ 
of  fulphur,  till  its  metallic  appearance  be 
wholly  loft.  Then  add,  by  degrees,  ^thfe 
gum  Ammoniac,  previoufly  melted,  but  oh 
the  point  of  letting  again  by  the  cold  ;  and 
mix  them  carefully  together. 

Observation. 

This  compofition  is  appa:rently  difcutlent, 
from  the  nature  of  both  the  ingredients :  but, 
though  it  is  prefcribed  by  the  college  of  Lon- 
don in  their  Pharmacopeia^  it  is  not  in  common 
ufe. 

Emplastrum  anodynum,  E. 
Anodyne  plajier. 
Take  of  white  refin,  eight  ounces ;  and 
of  tacamahaca  pow^dered,  and  of  galbanuffi, 
each  four  ounces.  Being  melted  together, 
add  of  cummin  feed,  three  ounces  ^  and  of 
black  fope,  four  ounces ;  and  let  them  be 
made  into  a  plafter. 

Observation. 
This  plafter,  from  the  nature  of  the  four  firft 
ingredients,  is  confiderably  warm  and  ftimu- 
lating ;  and  may,  therefore,  be  efteemed,  from 

its 
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Its  effeds,  as  anodyne  in  the  cafe  of  fpafmcdic 
pains :  but  in  all  others,  its  application  would 
be  attended  with  the  contrary  refult.  The  fope 
can,  however,  in  no  cafe  conduce  to  its  ano- 
dyne power ;  but  muft,  in  all,  counteradl  it ; 
nor  to  any  curative  intention,  except  the  efca- 
rotic  and  diffolvent.  This  compofition,  there- 
fore, does  not  feem  well  ftudied,  with  regard 
to  the  fitnefs  of  the  ingredients  to  the  end : 
and  the  difficulty  of  its  preparation,  with  the 
coarfenefs  of  its  confiftence  from  the  feeds, 
when  beft  compounded,  renders  it  ftill  Icfs 
worthy  regard. 

Emplastrum  attrahens,  /.. 
Drawing  plajier. 
Take  of  yellow  refm,  and  yellow  wax, 
each  three  pounds  y  and  of  tried  mutton 
fuet,  one  pound.  Melt  the  whole  together, 
and,  while  it  yet  remains  fluid,  ftrain  the 
mixture. 

O  B  S  E  R  V  AT  I  ON* 

This  compofition  is  given  to  fupply  the  place 
of  the  melilot  plafter,  formerly  in  univerfal  ufe 
as  the  dreffing  for  bliflers.  It  is  defenfative, 
and  gently  digeftive,  by  the  irritating  power  of 
the  refin. 

Empla- 
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Emplastrum  cephalicum,  L. 
Cephalic  plajler. 
Take  of  Burgundy  pitch,  two  pounds  s  of 
foft  labdanum,  one  pound  ;  of  yellow  refin, 
and  of  yellow  wax,  each  four  pounds  j  and 
of  the  exprefled  eflential  oil,  called  oil  of  mace ^ 
one  ounce.  The  pitch,  refin,  and  wax,  being 
melted  together,  add  firft  the  labdanum  ; 
and  afterwards  the  oil  of  Inace. 

O  Bs  E  rvati  on. 
This  compofition  is,  from  the  oil  of  mace, 
labdanum,  and  refin,  warm  and  ftimulating  5 
and,  therefore,  antifpafmodic  :  in  which  in- 
tention it  is  intended  to  be  ufed.  It  will,  like- 
wife,  promote  digeftion,  when  applied  ove^r 
other  proper  dreflings  to  ulcers,  attended 
with  coldnefs  and  languor  from  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  vis  vit^  in  the  parts,  the  eiFe(ft  of 
external  injury,  or  the  fluxion  of  lymphous 
humours:  and  it  will,  in  like  manner,  avail 
in  the  promoting  fuppuration  in  tumours^ 
where  gentle  heat  and  irritation  are  wanted. 

Emplastrum  cephalicum,  E. 
Cephalic  plajler. 
Take   of   tacamahaca  powdered,  and  of 
yellow    wax,    each    three  pounds.      Being 

melted 
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melted  togfether,  add  Venice  turpentine,  four 
ounces  5  that  they  may  form  a  plafter : 
into  which,  being  taken  off  the  fire  and  al- 
moft  coM,  put  of  the  diftilled  oils  of  laven- 
der, and  amber,  each  one  dram. 

ObSER  VAT  ION. 

This  compofition  is  formed  in  the  fame  in- 
tention as  the  preceding :  but  is  inferior  to  it 
for  three  reafons.  ift,  That  the  fmell,  which 
is  here  of  material  confequence,  is  not  only  lefs  ^ 
grateful  in  this  than  the  other,  on  account  both  i 
of  the  turpentine  and  tacamahaca ;  but  the  lat-- 
ter  is  even  very  difguftful  to  many.  2dly,  That 
the  large  proportion  of  turpentine  makes  the 
plafter  irritating  and  troublefome  to  the  fkin, 
on  which  it  is  not  intended  to  have  any  fuch 
acftion  :  and  3dly,  That  the  diftilled  oils  of  la- 
vender, and  amber,  on  which  the  efficacy  of 
the  plafter  much  depends,  being  greatly  more 
volatile  than  the  expreffed  oil  of  mace,  exhale, 
and  leave  the  plafter  deftitute  of  its  moft  adive 
ingredients,  if  kept  for  any  time. 

EmPLASTRUM    commune     ADHESIVUM,    L. 

Common  adhejive  plafler. 

Take  of  the  common  plafter,  three  pounds ; 

and  of  yellow  refm,  half  a  pound.   Sprinkle 

the  refin,  previoufly  reduced  to  powder,  that 

it  may  melt  the  fooner,  into  the  common 

plafter^ 
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plafter,  liquefied  by  a  gentle  heat :  and  ftir 
them  well  together,  till  they  be  thoroughly 
incorporated. 

Observation. 
This  is  of  the  fame  general  nature  with  the 
preceding  emplajlrum  adhejivum  of  the  Edin- 
burg  Pharmacopeia ;  and  defigned  for  the  fame 
purpofes.  But  it  is  lefs  adhefive ;  as  alfo  le(s 
digeftive  and  fuppurative,  from  the  lefs  irritat- 
ing quality,  as  well  as  from  a  lefs  compara- 
tive proportion,  of  the  refin,  than  of  the  Bur- 
gundy pitch. 

Emplastrum   be    cicuta    cum    Ammo* 

NIACO,  E. 
Hemlock  plajier  with  gum  Ammoniac. 
Take  of  gum  Ammoniac,  eight  ounces  > 
and  difTolve  it  in  a  fufiicient  quantity  of 
vinegar  of  fquills ;  and  then  add  to  it  of  the 
juice  of  hemlock  leaves,  four  ounces.  Strain 
the  mixture,  and  afterwai'ds  boil  it  to  the 
confiftence  of  a  plafter. 

Observation. 

This    compofition  is   irritating,    from   the 

gum   Ammoniac  and   the    fquills ;    and  has 

befides   the   peculiar    fpecific    adtion    of  the 

hemlock  ;    which?    according   to  fome   late 

accounts, 
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accounts,  is  very  extraordinary.  The  principal 
ufe  to  which  this  plafter  has  been  applied,  is  to 
remove  pains  in  the  bowels  that  are  owing  to 
fpafms  and  flatulencies :  but  there  is  good  au- 
thority for  believing  that  it  may  be  ferviceable 
for  difcufling  ftrumous  and  oedematous  tu- 
mours. The  college  of  London  have,  never- 
thelefs,  omitted  it  in  their  prefent  Pharmacopeia. 

Emplastkum  commune  cum  gummis,  L. 
Common  plajier  with  gums. 

Take  of  common  plafter,  three  pounds ; 
of  ftrained  galbanum,  eight  ounces  ;  and 
of  common  turpentine,  and  of  frankincenfe, 
each  three  ounces.  To  the  galbanum,  and 
turpentine,  melted  together  by  a  gentle  heat, 
fpiinkle  in  the  frankincenfe,  previoufly  re- 
duced to  powder  :  and  then  add  gradually  to 
them,  the  common  plafter,  firft  melted  fe- 
parately  by  a  very  gentle  heat. 

Inftead  of  the  common  plafter,  thorough- 
ly prepared,  the  oil  boiled  with  the  litharge 
may  be  ufcd  as  foon  as  they  are  combined, 
though  not  yet  brought  to  the  confiftence 
of  plafter. 

O  B  S  E  K  V  A  T  I  O  N. 

This  compofition  fcarcely  anfwers  to  the  name 
given  to  it,  there  being  no  ingredient,  except 

the 
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the  galbanum,  that  can  be  called  gummous  iii 
any  proper  fcnfe.  The  other  ingredients  added 
to  the  common  plafler,  render  this  compofitiori 
moderately  fuppurative,  anddigeftive^  and  it  is 
frequently  ufed  as  an  adhefive  plafter.  But  it  has 
not  the  adhefive  quality  in  fo  great  a  degree,  as 
the  proper  compofitions  which  bears  that  name, 

EmplAsTrum     commune     cum     mercu- 

RIO,    jL. 

Common  plafter  "with  mercury  ^ 
Take  of  cortlrtiOn  plafter,  orie  pound  i  of 
rfude  rhercury,  three  ounces  3  and  of" 
balfam  of  fulphur,  one  dram.  Mix  them 
together  in  the  manner  above  direfted  for 
the  emplajirum  Am?noniacum  cum  mer curio, 

Ob  SfefevAti  o  N. 
This  plafter  is  formed  in  the  difcutieht  arid 
fpecific  intentions,  for  thofe  cafes  where  the  ufe 
of  rriercurials  may  be  fuppofed  proper*  But 
the  mercuiy  is  too  ftrongly  conjoined  with  the 
fubftance  of  the  plafter,  to  fufter  it  to  be  ab- 
forbed  bv  the  veflels  of  the  fkin  in  the  manner 
neceffary  to  render  it  duly  efficacious :  and  the 
application,  therefore,  of  the  mercurial  un- 
guent, in  very  fmall  quantities,  will  be  always 
found  to  anfwer  the  defired  end  much  more 
effedually,  and  with  equal  fafety,  if  ufed  with 
the  requifite  care. 

P.  Empla- 
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Emplastrum  croceum,  E. 
Saffron  plajier. 
Take  of  Burgundy  pitch,  and  of  yellow 
wax,  each  one  pound ;  and  of  galbanum, 
half  a  pound.  Being  melted  together  by  a 
gentle  heat,  add  to  them,  of  tar,  half  a 
pound ;  and  of  fafFron,  well  bruifed,  three 
ounces ;  and  form  a  plafter  of  them. 

Observation. 
This  compofition  is  chiefly  intended  as  a 
corroborative  for  weak,  and  relaxed  parts.  But 
the  Burgundy  pitch,  and  the  tar,  render  it  too 
irritating  to  the  fkin :  fo  that  other  compofitions 
are  much  preferable,  when  that  fimple  inten- 
tion is  perfued  -,  and  this  plafter  is,  therefore, 
juftly  rejedled  in  the  prefent  Pharmacopeia  of  the 
college  of  London, 

Emplastrum  e  cymino,  L. 
Cummin  plajier. 

Take  of  Burgundy  pitch,  three  pounds ;  of 
yellow  wax,  of  cummin  feeds,  of  carraway 
feeds,  and  of  bay  berries,  each  three  pounds. 
The  wax  and  pitch  being  melted  together, 
fprinkle  into  the  mixture  the  other  ingre- 
dients, reduced  firft  to  powder  5  and  ftir 
the  whole  well  together. 

O  B  s  E  R- 
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Ob  servat  I  oNi 

The  introdudlion  of  feeds  and  berries,  or 
other  fuch  fubftances  as  retain  their  folid  con* 
liftence  in  plafters  -,  and,  moreover,  do  not 
admit  of  being  reduced  to  an  impalpable  pow- 
der; render  the  texture  of  the  compounds 
coarle  and  unequal.  Thefe  ingredients  them- 
felves,  of  which  the  medicinal  virtue  is  owing 
to  the  eifential  oils  contained  in  them,  are  but 
weakly  efficacious  in  this  form.  For  being 
clogged  with  the  tenacious  fubftance  of  the 
plauer,  they  are  prevented,  in  a  great  degree, 
from  emitting  their  effential  oil.  It  would  be, 
therefore,  better,  both  with  refpecfl  to  elegance 
and  efficacy,  to  ufe  the  effential  oils  in  a  proper 
adequate  proportion,  inftead  of  the  refpedive 
fubftances  in  fpecie:  as  is  done  in  the  more 
modern  invented  forms ;  where  thS  blind  per- 
fuance  of  old  ufage  does  hot  ihfluence. 

The  intentions  of  this  plafter  are  corrobora- 
tive, and  antifpafmodic  :  and  it  is  principally 
employed  to  remove  pains  of  the  bowels,  that 
are  owing  to  nervous  affeftions,  and  flatulencies. 

EmPLASTRUM  E  CYMlNci  CUM  OPIO^  N.S.¥. 
Cummin  plajier  with  opium. 

Take  of  cummin  plafter,  twelve  ounces ; 
and  of  opium,  one  ounce  ;  and  incorporate 
them. 


O  B  s  £  R- 
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Observat  ion. 
This  is  ufed,  in  the  fame  intention  as  the 
preceding,  where  violent  tormina  make  the  ufe 
of  narcotics  expedient:  but  as  a  fmall  quantity 
of  opium,  internally  given,  will  anfwer  the  end 
much  more  effedually,  this  pradice  does  not 
feem  flridly  founded  on  reafon. 

Emplastrum  E  cymi;to  cum  sapone,  N.S.T. 
Cummin  plajler  withfope. 

Take  of  cummin  plafter,  three  ounces: 
and  mix  with  it  of  Caftile  fope,  one  ounce. 

Observation. 
The  fope  does  not  feem  in  the  leaft  to  cor- 
'  refpond  with  the  intention  of  this  plafter,  ac- 
cording to  the  general  ufe  made  of  it :  as  it  has 
no  adlion  but  that  of  a  cauftic,  or  a  diflblvent 
of  vifcid  humours.  This  compound  plafter 
muft  be,  therefore,  confidered  as  only  proper  to 
be  applied  as  a  difcutient  to  glandular,  or  other 

•  fuch  tumours,  where  there  is  no  inflammation. 

i^  ExMPLASTRUM    DEFENSIVUM,    E. 

Defenfative  plajler. 

Take  of  litharge,  two  pounds ;  and  of  oil 

*  of  olives,  four  pounds;  boil  them  till  they  be 
almoft  of  the  confiftence  of  plafter :  and  then 
diill>lve  in  the  mixture,  of  yellow  wax,  four 

'  '  '  ounces. 
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ounces.  Add  afterwards,  of  olibanum  well 
beat,  and  of  Venetian  turpentine,  each  four 
ounces  3  and  of  colcothar  of  vitriol,  fix 
ounces :  and  form  a  plafler  of  them. 

Obse  r  vat  ion. 
This  plafter  is  corroborative,  through  the 
ftimulating  power  of  the  galbanum,  and  the 
aftringencyof  thecolcothar^  as  well  as  defenfa- 
tive  3  and  proper,  therefore,  in  the  cafe  of  fprains, 
luxations,  and  other  fimilar  circumftances.  If 
the  turpentine,  which  is  apt  to  irritate  the  ikin, 
was  changed  for  frankincenfe,  this  compofition 
would  be  preferable  to  the  emplajirum  robo- 
ra?2$  of  the  London  Pharmacopeia :  which  is  in--, 
tentiqnally  correfpondent  to  it.  For  the  colco- 
thar of  vitriol,  the  aftringent  ingredient  in  this, 
is  more  powerful  than  the  dragons  blood; 
which  is  fubftituted  for  it  in  that:  and  which  is, 
indeed,  a  fimple  of  very  doubtful  efficacy  iu 
this  view. 

Emplastrum  epispasticum,  E, 
Blijiering  plajier. 
Take  of  Burgundy  pitch,  twenty  ounces ; 
and  of  Venetian  turpentine,  and  cantharides 
or  Spanifh  flies,  each  fix  ounces.  Let  the 
cantharides  be  ground  into  a  very  fine  pow- 
der, and  added  to  the  other  ingredients,  firft 
melted,  that  the  whole  may  form  a  plafter. 

P  3  Obser- 
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Observation. 
The  emplajirum  n^efcatorium  of  the  London 
Thartnacopeta  feems  a  more  judicious  compo-^ 
fition  than  this :  as  being  formed  of  ingredients 
lefs  irritating  than  the  Burgundy  pitch,  and 
turpentine;  which,  in  many  cafes,  will  give 
peedlefs  uneafinefs  to  the  patient,  if  the  vefi- 
cles  happen  to  bresk  before  the  taking  off  the 
plafter, 

Emplastrum   epispasticum  composi^ 

TUM,     £. 

Compound  blijlering  piq/ier. 

Take  of  Burgundy  pitch,  tw^elve  ounces  ^ 
and  of  yellow  wax,  four  ounces.  Being 
melted  together,  add  of  Venice  turpentine, 
twelve  ounces :  and  then,  while  yet  in  a 
melted  flate  and  hot,  fprinkle  into  them 
the  following  ingredients  ground  to  powder ; 
of  muftard-feed,  and  black  pepper,  each  one 
€unce ;  of  verdigrife,  two  ounces ;  and  of 
cantharides,  twelve  ounces :  and  continually 
IHr  the  mixture,  that  the  whole  may  form 
a  plafter.  Both  this,  and  the  preceding  bliA 
tering  plafter,  fhould  be  kept  in  a  bladder 
fmeared  with  oiL 

Obser- 
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ObSERVAT  ION'* 

The  objed:ion  advanced  againfl  the  preceding 
compolition,  would  hold  ftill  more  forcibly  a-? 
gainft  this:  if  it  was  not  apparent,  that  the  in- 
tent of  the  additions  was  to  increafe  the  irritation 
in  cafes,  where  that  may  be  thought  necelTary. 
But  as  the  ftimulus  of  thefe  ingredients  are  to- 
pical, it  may  be  well  queftioned,  whether  their 
efFedt  proportionably  aids  that  of  the  cantharides, 
whofe  ftimulating  adlion  is  general;  and  confe- 
quently,  whether  more  uneafinefs  than  benefit 
may  not  be  the  refult  of  their  application.  On 
every  fuppofition,  the  ufe  of  the  verdigrife  is  ex- 
traordinary, and  exceptionable:  as  it  cannot  fail, 
in  many  cafes,  to  produce  difagreeable,  and  in 
fome,  perhaps,  hazardous,  confequences. 

Emplastrum  e  galbano,    N.S.T. 
Galbanum  plajler. 

Take  of  ftrained  galbanum,  one  ounce  and 
a  half  5  of  yellow  wax,  and  of  myrrh,  each 
half  an  ounce  \  and  of  common  turpentine, 
two  drams.  Melt  the  wax  and  galbanum  to» 
gethery  and  then  add  the  myrrh  powdered^  and 
the  turpentine ;  and  let  the  whole  continue  as 
jhort  a  time  as  pojjible  over  the  fire. 

Observation. 
This  plafter  is  corroborative,  and  antifpafmo- 
dic :  and,  to  parts  difpofed  to  fuch  accidents, 

P  4  fup^ 
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fuppurative,  and  digeftive.  It  has,  alfo,  a  dif^ 
cutient  quality,  where  the  caufe  of  tumours  is^j 
languor  of  the  vital  apd  (Economical  action  qf 
the  parts  afFedted? 

f^MPLASTRUM    GUMMOSUM,    E. 

Gum  plajier. 

Take  of  oil  of  palm,  four  pounds  j  and  of 
litharge,  a  pound  and  a  half.  Boil  them  till 
the  mixture  be  become  almoft  of  the  confift^ 
ence  of  plafter^  and  then  add,  of  gum  Am- 
moniac, ofgalbanum,  of  Venice  turpentine, 
<ind  of  yellow  wajc,  each  h^lf  a  pound. 

ObSERV  AT  ION. 

This  plafter  correfponds  with  the  emplafirum 
commune  cum  gummis  of  the  London  Pharmacol 
peia :  and  differs  only,  except  in  the  addition 
of  the  wax  which  regards  the  confiftence  alone, 
in  the  fubftituting  the  oil  of  pahn,  a  more  coft- 
ly  ingredient,  for  the  oil  of  olives,  without  any 
apparent  reafon;  and  the  gum  Ammoniac  for 
^be  frankincenfe^  which  feems  a  matter  of  in- 
difference; and  in  fome  variation  in  the  pro- 
portion of  the  ingredients.  Excepting  expence, 
the  two  comppfitions  are,  therefore,  much  on  the 
f^me  level  of  pretenfions. 


Empla- 
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Emplastrum  1SCHIADICUM5  N.S.T.&S.B. 

Plajler  for  the  fciatica. 

Take  of  Burgundy  pitch,  four  ounces; 
and  of  gum  Euphorbiuni,  one  dram.  Melt 
the  pitch;  and  then  add  the  gum  powdered: 
ftirring  them  together,  till  they  be  incorpo« 
rated  5  and  form  a  plafter. 

Observation. 

This  plafter  is  difcytient,  and  antifpafmodic, 
from  the  hot  and  ftimulating  nature  of  the 
Euphorbium,  and  is,  therefore,  found  effedlual 
for  the  purpofe,  which  gives  the  name  to  it. 
dBut  there  is  no  reafon  for  confining  its  efficacy 
to  this  kind  of  diforder,  when  fituate  in  that 
part  only;  for  it  is  equally  capable  of  relieving 
rhumatic  pains  in  any  other. 

Emplastrum  mercuriale,    £. 

Mtrairial  plafter. 

Take  of  gum  plafter,  one  pound  and  a 
half.  Being  melted,  and  taken  off*  the  fire, 
add  to  it,  of  crude  mercury,  eight  ounces ; 
of  Venice  turpentine,  one  ounce  ;  and  of 
liquid  ftorax,  half  an  ounce;  all  which  fliould 
be  previoufiy  well  ground  together  in  a 
mortar,  till  the  mercury  intirely  lofe  its 
pietallic  appearance. 

Obser- 
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Observation. 
This  plafter  is  ufed  in  the  difcutient  and  fpc-    M 
cific  intentions,    where  mercurial  applications 
are  proper.     But  the  ufe  of  the  unguent  is  pre- 
ferable to  any  fuch  compofitions :  as  was  above 
obferved. 

Emplastrum  e  minio,    L. 
Red  lead  plajler. 

Take  of  oil  of  olives,  two  quarts  ^  and  of 
red  lead,  finely  powdered,  tw^o  pounds  and 
a  half. 

Of  thefe  ingredients,  the  plafter  is  to  be 
prepared  by  the  fame  means  as  the  common 
plafter:  only,  in  the  cafe  of  this  com.pofition, 
the  addition  of  more  water  is  neceflary;  and 
more  caution  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the 
plafter  may  not  be  burnt,  and  the  colour 
thence  depraved. 

Observation. 

This  plafter  will  not  differ,  when  thus  pre- 
pared, from  the  emplajlnm  commune :  as  there 
is  no  variation  in  the  compofition,  but  that 
minium  is  ufed  here  inftead  of  the  litharge, 
though  both  are  lead,  and  differ  only,  in  that 
the  latter  is  more  calcined  than  the  former: 
which  does  not,  as  far  as  appears,  render  it  more 
tit,  in  any  rcfpcd,  for  the  preparation  of  this 
kind  of  plafter.  Empla- 
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Emplastrum  e  mucilaginibus,    JL. 
Plajier  of  mucilages. 

Take  of  yellow  wax,  forty  ounces  3  of  oil 
of  mucilages,  (prepared  as  below  direBed) 
eight  ounces  in  iijeafure ;  of  fl  rained  gum 
Ammoniac,  half  a  pound;  and  of  common 
turpentine,  two  ounces.  The  gum  Ammo- 
niac being  melted  with  the  turpentine,  add 
to  them  the  wax  melted  feparately  in  ano- 
ther velTel  with  the  oil. 

Observation. 

This  compofition  is  fubftituted  in  the  prefent 
Pharmacopeia  of  the  college  of  London  for  the 
diachylon  compojitum  \  which  was  redundant 
with  feveral  unneceiTary  ingredients ;  that,  not 
only  made  it  more  expenfive  and  troublefome 
in  the  preparation  \  but  depraved  the  texture, 
and  made  the  compound  lefs  fit  for  the  pur- 
pofes  it  was  defigned  to  ferve. 

The  principal  intention,  confidered  in  the 
compofition  of  this  plafter,  is,  the  fuppurative : 
for  which  its  adhefive  property,  as  well  as  its 
moderately  fi:imulating  adion,  render  it  fit. 

Emplastrum  roborans,  Zj. 
Strengthening  plajler. 

Take  of  the  common  plafter,  two  pounds; 
of  frankincenfe,  half  a  pound ;  and  of  dra- 
gons 
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gons  blood,  three  ounces.  Melt  the  com- 
mon p] after ;  and  add  to  it  the  reft,  pre-- 
vioufly  powdered.. 

Observation. 

This  plafter  is  intended  as  a  corf  oborative,  to 
be  ufed  in  the  cafe  of  fprains,  kixations,  frac- 
tures, or  in  any  other  debilitated  ftate  of  the 
parts.  The  dragons  blood  is  fubftituted  for  the 
colcothar  of  vitriol,  formerly  the  aftringent  ingre- 
dient in  this  kind  of  compofitions.  But  it  may 
be  doubted,  whether  it  equally  well,  or  even  in 
any  degree,  anfvvers  the  fame  end :  and  if  the 
colcothar  be  prepared  from  vitriol  calcined,  till 
it  acquire  a  purplifti  red  colour,  and  then  wafli- 
ed  to  free  it  from  the  remaining  faline  matter, 
it  will  retain  no  qualifies,  that  can  render  it 
objeftionable  for  this  ufe. 

This  emplajlrum  roboransi^  the  emplajlrum 
dorfaie  of  St.  Thomas's  Hofpital :  where  it  is, 
for  fome  occaflons,  ordered  to  be  compounded 
with  a  twelfth  of  its  weight  of  opium,  in  cafes 
where  acute  pains  accompany  the  weaknefs 
of  the  parts. 

Emplastrum  e  sapone,  L. 
Sope  plajlcr. 

Take  of  the  common  plafter,  three  pounds  i 
and  of  hard  fope,  half  a  pound.  To  the 
common  plafter,  liquefied  by  heat,  add  the 

fope  : 
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fopc :  and  then  melt  the  whole,  that  the 
mixture  may  form  a  pi  after  :  taking  care, 
that  it  do  not  grow  too  cold  before  it  be 
formed  into  rolls. 

Observation. 
The  intention  to  which  this  plaftcr  is  pro- 
perly fubfervient  is,  to  dilTolve  vifcid  matter 
that  caufes  tumours  in  glands  and  other  parts, 
when  there  is  a  profpeft  of  difcufTing.  But  the 
compoiition  will  be  certainly  more  efficacious 
to  this  end,  if  the  vis  vitce  and  oeconomical 
adion  of  the  parts  be,  at  the  fame  time,  increaf- 
ed  by  the  application  of  ingredients  gently  fti- 
mulating,  joined  to  the  fope ;  as  in  the  fol- 
lowing. 

Emplastrum  saponaceum,  E. 
Sope  plaficr. 

Take  of  the  gum  plafter,  (page  216)  three^ 
pounds.  Being  melted,  mix  with  it  of 
Caftile  fope  in   fliavings,    half  a  |.x)und. 

Observation. 
This  compoiition  is  formed  in  the  fame  in- 
tention as  the  preceding.  But  it  is  better  cal- 
culated to  anfwer  the  end.  For,  by  fubftitut- 
ing  the  gum  plafter  inftead  of  the  (impie  com- 
mon plafter,  thofe  gently  irritating  ingredients 
are  added  5  w^iich  invigorate  the  action  of  the 

parts ; 
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parts ;  and  enable  the  obftrucfted  velTels  to  pro- 
pel forwards  the  ftagnating  humours,  as  their 
crafis  is  rendered  apt  to  it,  by  the  diflblving  ac- 
tion of  the  fope. 

Emplastrum  stomachicum,  L. 
Stomach  plajler. 

Take  of  foft  labdanum,  three  ounces ;  of 
frankincenfe,  one  ounce  ;  of  cinnamon,  and 
of  oil  of  mace,  each  half  an  ounce  ^  and 
of  effential  oil  of  mint,  one  dram.  Add  to 
the  frankincenfe,  previoufly  melted,  firfl 
the  labdanum,  gently  heated  till  it  becomes 
foft ;  and  then  the  oil  of  mace.  Afterwards 
mix  with  them  the  cinnamon,  and  the  oil 
of  mint ;  and  beat  them  together,  in  a  warm 
mortar,  to  a  mafs ;  which  is  to  be  kept  in 
a  welUclofed  vefTeL 

O  B  s  E  R  vat  ion. 

This  compofition  is  antilpafmodic,  from  the 
ftimulating  nature  of  the  effential  oils,  the  lab- 
danum, and  the  cinnamon.  It  is,  therefore, 
proper,  not  only  for  its  principal  ufe  of  a  ftomach 
plafter,  but,  alfo,  for  increafing  the  'vis  "vitcey 
and  promoting  fuppuration  and  digeftion  in  all 
cafes,  where  the  languid  and  debilitated  ftate 
of  the  parts  render  the  aftion  of  warm  and 
gently  irritating  medicaments  neceffary^ 

EmPla- 
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Emplastrum  stomachicum,  E. 

Stomach  plajler. 

Take  of  yellow  wax,  eight  ounces ;  of  ta-- 
camahaca  ground,  four  ounces ;  and  of  oil  of 
palm,  fix  ounces.  Being  melted  together, 
and  taken  off  the  fire,  add  of  powdered 
cloves,  two  ounces  ;  of  oil  of  mace,  half  an 
ounce  ^  and  of  diftilled  oil  of  mint,  two 
drams.  Let  them  be  thoroughly  mixed  by 
flirring  together,  that  they  may  form  a 
plafter. 

Ob  S  E  RVA  T  I  ON. 

The  nature  of  the  ingredients,  with  refped 
to  their  efficacy,  is  correfpondent  with  thofe 
of  the  preceding.  But  this  compofition  is  much 
lefs  elegant,  on  account  of  the  tacamahaca,  the 
fmell  of  which  is  greatly  difguftfui  to  many ; 
and,  from  the  great  proportion  of  that  gum  to 
the  other  ingredients,  will  greatly  prevail  over 
the  fcent  of  the  oils. 

Emplastrum  vesicatorium,  L. 
Blijiering  plajier. 

Take  of  the  dfawing  plafter,  two  pounds ; 
of  cantharides,  one  pound  ;  and  of  vinegar, 
half  a  pint.  The  plafter  being  melted,  and 
taken  off  the  fire,  before  it  hardens  again, 
fprinkle  into,  and  mix  with  it,  the  cantha- 
rides. 
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rides,  previoufly  reduced  to  a  very  fine 
powder.  Then  add  the  vinegar;  and  beat 
the  whole  well  together. 

Observation. 
This  compofition  is  very  well  formed  to  an- 
fwer  the  intention  its  name  imports.  The  draw- 
ing plafter  being  a  very  proper  bafis ;  as  being 
duly  adhefive,  to  retain  its  place  on  the  parts  to 
which  it  is  applied ;  and  containing  no  irritating 
ingredients  to  increafe  the  uneafinefs  of  the  pa- 
tient, as  in  the  emplajlrum  epifpafticum  of  th^ 
Edinburg  Pharmacopeia-,  to  which  this,  for 
that  reafon,  as  was  before  obfervcd,  may  be 
deemed  greatly  preferable. 

Emplastrum  volatile,  E> 
See  Epithema  ^volatile. 

Resolving  bougies,  or  plaster  candles, 
OF  Mr,  Daran. 

Take  of  olive  oil,  one  pound  ;  of  red 
wine,  half  a  pint ;  a  living  pigeon  pluckt, 
or,  in  default  of  fuch,  a  chicken.  Put  the 
whole  into  a  new  earthen  pipkin  3  and  boil 
them,  with  an  equal  fire,  till  the  wine  be 
confumed.  Then  take  out  the  animal  •  and 
melt  in  the  remaining  fluid,  of  yeUow  wax, 
and  of  Burgundy  pitch,   each  four  ounces ; 

of 
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of  [per ma  cetiy  two  ounces  ;  and  of  diabota^ 

7iumy   one  ounce.     Add  aftei'wards  of  the 

powder  of  the  burnt  fole  of  a  fhoe,  fi'om 

two  drams  to  two  ounces,  according  as  it 

is  defired  to  render  the  bougies  more  or  lefs 

cauftic.     Stir  the  whole,   till  the   ungqent 

have  acquired  a  proper  confiftence,  whicjtx 

may  be  known  by  means  of  a   piece  of 

linnen  immerfed  in  it,  and  then  taken  out, 

and  fufFered  to  grow  cold.     Dip  into  it  thea 

feveral  pieces  of  fine  linnen  cloth,  half  worn  ; 

and  then  hang  them  up   in    the  air,  that 

they  may  drop,  and  grow  cold.  When  they 

are  become  quite  cold,   they  muft  be  cut 

into  bands,   or  longifh  fquare  figures  :   of 

which,    the   length  muft  be  about  a  foot, 

^nd  the  breadth  greater  or  lefs,  according  a^ 

it  is  defired  to  make  the  bougies  thicker  or 

fmaller ;  and  they  muft  be  a  little  narrower 

at  one  end  than  at  the  other.    Thefe  band^, 

or  longifti   fquare  pieces,    ijiuft  be   rolled, 

firft  betwixt  the  fingers,  and  then  betwixt 

two  marbles,    or  boards   well  poliflied,  to 

form,  by  that  means,  bougies   or  candles 

that  may  be  very  fmooth,  very  firm,  ^jn^d  a 

little  pyramidal 

Q^  Obser- 
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Observati  on. 

This  is  the  recipe  for  Mr.  Daran^s  refblving 
bougies,  as  given  by  Dr.  Aftruc,  in  one  of  the 
two  letters,  publijfhed  at  the  end  of  his  late 
treatife  on  tumours  and  ulcers.   But  as  it  is  im- 
pradticable  to  prepare  them,  as  here  direfted,    J 
without  knowing  the  preparation  of  the  diabo-- 
tanunty  a  principal  ingredient;  which  is  one  of 
the  plafters  prefcribed  in  the  prefent  Pharma^     | 
copeia  of  the  faculty  of  medicine  of  Paris;  I     | 
fhall  fubjoin  that  here.  ' 

Tb  prepare  the  diabotanum.  ^^  Take  of  the 
**  frefh  leaves,  with  the  roots,  of  the  bur- dock, 
*^  the  butter-burr,  marygold,  hemlock,  ground- 
**  pine,  lovage,  great  valerian,  garden- angelica, 
^^  ellicampane,  horfe-radifli,  wild  cucumber,  iig- 
*'  wort,  celandine,  pilewort,  and  hedge-hyffop, 
**  each  fix  ounces.  Boil  them  in  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  water,  and  then  flrain  them. 
Add,  of  the  exprefled  juice  of  hemlock, 
celandine,  and  purple  fpiked  clary,  each  four  j| 
pounds ;  and  of  the  juice  of  wall-pepper, 
one  pound.  Evaporate  them,  in  balneomaria^ 
^^  to  the  confiftence  of  the  more  folid  extradls: 
*'  to  every  pound  of  which,  add,  of  the  gums 
galbanum,  Ammoniac,  oppoponax,  and  fa- 
gapenum,  diflblved  in  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
vinegar  of  fquills,  and  again  infpiffated,  each 
four  ounces.  In  the  mean  time,  take  of  pow- 
dered litharge,  two  pounds ;  of  the  oils  of 
*^  earth  worms,  puppies,  melilot,  and  mucilages, 

^'  each 
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each  eight  ounces ;  and  of  common  water, 
about  twenty  ounces.  Boil  them  together^ 
till  they  attain  the  conliftence  of  the  foftep 
**  kind  of  plafters :  to  which  add  the  above- 
**  mentioned  extracfl,  mixt  with  the  gums,  pre^ 
*^  vioufly  melted  with  a  gentle  heat.  Then  add 
**  of  quick  fulphur,  finely  powdered,  fifteen 
**  ounces :  and,  after  that  is  melted,  of  yellow 
*^  wax,  of  liquid  ilorax  purified,  and  of  Bur- 
gundy pitch,  each  one  pound.  When  the 
mafs  is  grown  half  cold,  fprinkle  in  the  pow- 
ders of  the  roots  of  the  Florentine  orris,  cy- 
clamen, bulbous  crowfoot,  crown  imperial, 
dragons,  and  white  hellebore,  each  fix 
drams ;  of  black  briony,  and  cuckow  pint. 


€C 
<€ 
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*'  each  one  ounce;  of  the  three  kinds  of  birth- 
**  wort,  each  two  drams  j  of  afarabacca,  three 


ounces ;  of  the  leaves  of  the  piftachio  tree, 
three  drams ;  of  bay  berries,  half  an  ounce  ; 
^^  of  the  feeds  of  angelica,  and  nafturtian,  each 
^*  fix  drams ;  of  cummin  feed,  three  ounces  ; 
^^  of  pigeons  dung,  one  ounce  ;  of  Jews  pitch 
^'  of  olibanum,  and  of  maftich,  each  eight 
*^  ounces  -,  of  tacamahaca,  twelve  ounces ;  of 
*^  bdellium,  and  of  myrrh,  each  three  ounces ; 
*^  and  ofEuphorbium,  one  ounce.  Thefe  beirg 
*^  properly  mixt,  at  laft  add  of  camphor,  one 
*^  ounce  and  a  half;  diflblved  in  oil  of  cloves, 
**  one  ounce ;  and  of  oil  of  bricks,  one  ounce 
**  and  a  half.  Let  them  be  made  into  a  plafter, 
"  according  to  art." 

In  order  to  make  the  diabotanum  according 
to  this  recipe,  it  is  neccflary  alfo  to  know  the 

0^2  pi:cpa- 
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preparation  of  the  oils  of  the  earth  worms^ 
puppies,  melilot,  and  mucilages :  with  relation 
to  which,  reference  in  the  above  prefcription 
is  underflood  to  be  had  to  the  refped:ive  recipes 
for  them  in  the  Parilian  Pharmacopeia-^  where 
they  ftand  thus. 

For  the  oil  of  earth  worms.  "  Take  of 
*^  frefh  earth  worms  thrice  wafhed  in  water, 
^*  and  of  olive  oil,  each  two  pounds ;  and  of 
**  white  wine,  four  ounces.  Let  them  boil 
**  together,  till  the  earth  worms  be  con- 
**  fumed :  and  then  prefs  the  oil  out  of  the 
/*  feculencies  3  and,  having  ftrained  it,  keep  it 
''  for  ufe." 

For  the  oil  of  puppies.    "  Take  of  puppies 

frefh  whelped  and  killed,  three  in  number ; 

and  put  them  into  three  pounds  of  hot  olive 

oil.  Add  of  ftrong  white  wine,  four  ounces  j 
^*  and  let  them  boil  till  the  texture  of  the  bones 
**  be  almoft  deftroyed  :  and  then  prefs  out, 
**  and  ftrain  the  fluid  :  to  which,  being  heated, 
^*  add  of  the  tops  of  origanum,  time,  penny- 
^'  royal,  St.  John's  wort,  and  marjoram, 
^^  each  two  ounces.  Expofe  them  to  the  fun 
^*  for  fifteen  days  ^  and  then  ftrain  off,  purify, 
i*^  and  keep  the  oil  for  ufe.'' 

For  the  oil  of  mucilages.  *^  Take  of  the 
'^  frefh  roots  of  marfh  mallows  cut  into  pieces, 
^^  one  pound ;  of  fcenugreek  feeds,  and  linfeed^ 
^^  each  half  a  pound  ;  and  of  hot  water,  ten 
*'  pounds.    Let  them  macerate  upon  hot  afhes 

twenty-four  hours,  frequently  flirring  them; 

and  th^n,  having  ftrained  off  the  mucilaginous 

''  fluid 
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fluid  by  ftrong  prcflurc,  put  to  it  of  the  oil 
^'  of  olives,  two  pounds.  Boil  them  afterwards 
**  till  the  moifture  be  confumed  :  and  then 
*^  drain  off  the  oil  without  preflure  j  and 
'*  keep  it  for  ufe/* 

Mr.  Daran's  bougies  have  had  too  much  re- 
putation in  every  part  of  Europe,  and  particu- 
larly here,  where  they  have  been  applied,  by 
an  agent  appointed  by  him,  at  a  great  expence 
to  the  patients,  to  require  any  general  account 
of  them.  That  this  is  the  true  recipe,  there  i§ 
no  reafon  to  doubt,  from  Dr.  Aftruc's  pofitive 
afrertion,when  he  publifhed  it  -,  and  Mr.  Daran's 
iilence  in  not  publickly  denying  it  fince :  and 
fuppofing  it  to  be  fo,  how  little  they  have  merit- 
ed this  reputation  preferably  to  the  compofitions 
which  every  fkilful  furgeon,  duly  verfed  in 
pharmacy,  might,  and  feveral  have  framed  to 
anfwer  the  fame  end,  will  appear  on  the  di- 
ftind:  examination  of  the  aptnefs  of  each  ingre- 
dient to  the  real  intention  of  cure,  or  form  of 
the  medicine.  But  in  order  to  confider  the  na- 
ture of  the  compofition  analytically,  it  will  be 
proper  to  ftate  fuccindly,  what  thefe  intention5 
fire.  The  final,  or  principal  end  of  thefe  bougies 
js,  by  their  cauftic  erofion,  and  mechanical 
preflure,  to  force  a  paiTage  in  the  urethra, 
when  it  is  obftruded  by  caruncles,  or  by  ftric- 
tares  of  the  coat  itfelf.  But  befides  this  princi- 
pal intention,  another  fubferviently  arifes,  which 
is,  that  of  fubjoining  fuch  mollifying  fubftances, 
as  may  affwage  the  inflammation  caufed  by  the 
^€t\on  of  the  caufl:ic  ingredients  ^  and  render 

0.3  the 
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the  operation  lefs  uneafy  to  the  patient;  and  free 
from  thofe  troublefome  fymptoms,  that  may  at- 
tend the  ufe  of  acrid  corrolives,  in  parts  where 
the  membranes  are  fo  fenfible  as  in  the  urethra. 
Befides  thefe  two,  which  are  the  proper  cura- 
tive intentions,  the  form  or  confiftence  of  the 
compofition  gives  rife  itfelf  to  a  third;  as  it 
may  require  the  addition  of  yet  other  fubftan- 
ccs :  fmce  it  cannot,  perhaps,  be  fo  well  pro- 
duced from  any  choice  of  thofe  ingredients  that 
may  be  fubfervient  to  them.  If  we  accord- 
ingly examine  the  feveral  conftituents  of  Mr. 
Daran's  compound  in  this  light,  what  a  pre- 
pofterous  redundance,  as  well  as  abfurd  choice, 
prefent  themfelves  to  our  confederation  !  The 
cauftic  matter  is  the  burnt  fole  of  a  ihoe;  which 
can  hardly  be  prefumed  to  have  any  fuch  power. 
The  Jperma  cett\  and  oil  of  olives,  may  be  con- 
iidered  as  emollient ;  and  the  wax,  and  Bur- 
gundy pitch,  as  conducing  to  the  due  confift- 
ence ;  though  the  latter  being  fomewhat  irritat- 
ing, might  be  changed  for  a  more  fit  ingredient 
even  in  this  intention.  But  what  fhare  in  the 
operation  the  refiduum  of  the  pigeon  broth,  and 
wine,  are  to  have,  is  difficult  to  affign  :  and  yet 
more  the  fmall  proportion  of  that  monftrous 
compound,  the  diabotanum^  unlefs  by  means  of 
the  cauftic  qualities  of  the  celandine,  Euphor- 
bium,  and  perhaps  one  or  two  more  of  the  enor- 
moufly  multiplied  number  of  fimples  contained 
in  it :  fimples  the  moft  difcordant  and  irrelative  to 
each  other,  or  to  any  rational  particular  intention 
of  cure.  In  (hort,  the  compofition  favours  much 

more 
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more  of  the  myfterious  parade  of  empirics,  or 
the  faftidious  ignorance  of  the  old  prefcriptions, 
than  of  the  judicious,  and  enlightened  ftudy 
of  an  able  modern  pradlitioner. 

Mollifying  bougies  of  Mr.  Daran. 

Take  of  virgin  wax,  eight  ounces  ;  of 
fperma  ceti^  three  ounces  5  and  of  the  un^ 
guentum  rofatum^  and  the  unguentum  de  ce-- 
rujfdy  each  two  ounces.  Melt  the  whole  to- 
gether ;  and  if  the  plafter  appear  too  firm, 
add  a  little  oil  of  fweet  almonds.  Dip  pieces 
of  llnnen  into  it ;  and  form  them  into  bou- 
gies, in  the  manner  explained  in  the  pre- 
ceding prefcription  for  the  refolving  bougies. 

Observation. 

In  order  to  the  being  able  to  prepare  this 
compofition,  it  is  heceffary  to  know  thofe  of 
the  unguentum  rofatum^  and  unguentum  de  cerujfay 
which  are  here  to  be  underftood,  as  forms  in 
the  Parifian  Pharmacopeia.  But  there  is  none 
to  be  found  under  the  title  of  unguentum  de  ce^ 
rujhy  either  in  the  prefent,  or  the  older  French 
Difpenfatories.  It  may,  from  thence,  be  juftly 
concluded  to  be  an  error  of  the  prefs :  and  that 
unguentum  is  put  for  emplajirum :  there  being  a 
compofition  of  that  name  in  all  the  French 
Pharmacopeias  j  and  the  confiftence  of  a  plafter 

Qj.  agreeing 
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agreeing  moreover  better  with  the  intention  of 
form  here,  than  that  of  an  unguent.  I  (hall, 
therefore,  give  therti,  as  they  are  found  in  the 
prefent  Fharmacopeia  of  the  faculty  of  medicine 
of  Paris. 

The  imguentum  rofmtum  is  thus  prefcribed. 
*'  Take  of  frefh  hogs  lard  prepared^  and  wa(h- 
^^  ed  feveral  times  in  common  v^ater,  and  at  laft 
*^  in  rofe  water,  two  pounds^  of  frefh  full-blown 
^'  red  rofes,  and damafk  rofes,  previouily  bruifed, 
^  each  one  pound.  Mix  the  rofes  with  the  lard  5 
*^  and  leave  them  to  macerate  in  it  for  twodays^ 
*^  The  lard  mull  be  then  melted,  and  ftrained  j 
^*  and  the  fame  quantity  of  both  kinds  of  rofes 
^^  muit  be  again  macerated  in  it  for  two  days. 
^^  Let  it  be  afterwards  boiled  :  and,  the  oint- 
**  ment  being  prefled  out  of  the  feculent 
^^  matter,  muft  be  kept  for  ufe." 

The  emplajirum  de  cenijfa  is  alfo  prefcribed 
as  follows. 

*'  Take  of  white  lead  prepared,  three  pounds  j 
**  6f  oil  of  rofes,  fix  pounds;  of  common  wa- 
*^  ter,  a  fufficient  quantity ;  and  of  white  wax, 
*'  mne  ounces.  Let  the  oil,  white  lead,  and 
*"  water,  be  boiled  together  in  a  proper  veflel : 
**  and  having  added  the  wax  towards  the  end 
^  of  the  boiling,  that  it  may  be  melted,  let 
^^  them  fofrn  a  pi  after." 

This  prefcriptiort  makes  that  of  the  oil  of 
¥ifes  further  neceilary :  which  is  ordered,  in 
Ihe  ianrie  Pharmacopeidy  to  be  thus  prepared. 

*'  Take  of  bruifed  red  rofes,  not  quite  blowrt, 

ofte  pound  ;  and  of  oil  of  olives^  four  pounds. 

Expofe 
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^'  Expofe  them  to  the  heat  of  the  fun,  or  of  a 
"  balneum  maricB^  for  three  days.  The  .oil  being 
^^  then  prelTed  out  of  the  rofes,   and  a  frefh 
^^  quantity  being  added,  let  them  undergo  the 
^'  like  treatment:  and  the  fame  muft  be  re- 
**  peated  a  third  time ;    except  that  the  lafl 
quantity  may  be  fufFered  to  infufe  in  the  oil 
for  a  month.     Then  preffing  out  the  oil, 
and  purifying  it,  it  will  be  fit  for  ufe/' 
This  compofition  for  the  mollifying  bougies 
is  much  more  rational,  as  well  as  fimple,  than 
the  preceding  for  the  refolving  kind :  though  the 
previous  preparation  of  the  ungtientiim  rofatum^ 
and  the  emplajlrum  de  cerujfa^  are  much  more 
elaborate  and  expenfive,  than  are  neceifary  for 
ingredients  that  enter  into  fuch  kind  of  medica- 
ments.   It  may,  moreover,  by  a  proper  addi- 
tion, be  made  to  anfwer  the  end  of  the  refolving 
bougies :  and  fave  the  pains  of  forming  a  fepa- 
rate  compound  for  them.     I  will,   therefore, 
fubjoin  the  manner  in  which,    excepting  the 
odour  of  .the  rofes  that  can  relate  only  to  the 
elegance  of  the  form,    the  fame  compofition 
tnay  be  prepared  without  the  trouble  of  thofe 
of  the  imgucntum  rcfatum  and  emplajlrum  de 
cerujja. 

Resolving  and  mollifying  bougies  op 
a  more  simple  preparation  than 
THOSE  OF  Mr.  Daran. 

Take  of  virgin  w^ax,   eight   ounces;   of 
jperma   ceti^    three  ounces  j    of  hogs  lardy 

two 
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two  ounces;  of  oil  of  olives,  one  ounce; 
and  of  cerufe,  fix  drams.  Boil  the  cerufc, 
and  oil,  together  in  a  pipkin  with  water, 
till  they  unite  into  one  body;  and  then, 
having  melted  the  other  ingredients  together, 
add  it  to  them.  In  this  compofition,  dip 
pieces  of  linnen:  and  proceed  in  other  re- 
fpefts  as  dire6led  in  the  above  recipes :  and 
they  will  form  bougies,  the  fame  as  thofe  of 
the  mollifying  kind,  above  defcribed. 

To  render  thefe  bougies  corrofive,  when  fo 
required,  melt  an  ounce  of  the  compofition : 
and  add  to  it  a  dram,  or  in  proportion  to 
the  degree  of  caufticity  wanted,  of  red  pre- 
cipitate; and  dip  the  narrow  end  of  the 
linnen,  for  about  a  fixth  part  of  an  inch,  in 
it.  When  this  is  grown  cold,  and  fet,  dip 
the  remaining  part  of  the  linnen  in  the 
compofition,  without  red  precipitate ;  and 
proceed  in  forming  the  bougies,  as  in  other 

cafes. 

Ob  ser  V  ation. 

By  this  method,  the  fame  compound  will 
be  made  to  anfwer  in  both  the  intentions,  by 
omitting  or  adding  the  red  precipitate:  which 
may,  if  a  more  acftive  efcarotic  be  wanted, 
be  changed  for  the  corrofive  fublimate.     The 

pointing 
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pointing  only  the  end  with  the  acrid  matter  has 
an  obvious  and  very  valuable  advantage  j  that  is, 
the  avoiding  the  irritation  and  corrofion  otherwife 
neceflarily  made  in  the  whole  length  of  the  ure- 
thra, which  the  bougie  pafles,  when  the  cauftic 
matter  is  commixed  throughout  the  whole. 

It  has  been  faid  by  the  pretenders  to  nof- 
trums,  and  thofe  who  are  difpofed  to  favour 
empirical  praftice,  that  Mr.  Daran  has  the 
merit  of  inventing  or  introducing  the  ufe  of 
plafter  candles  of  this  kind,  for  the  opening  a 
due  pafTage  in  the  urethra,  when  obftrudled  by 
caruncles,  or  ftridlures.  But  I  have  very  lately 
fetn  fpecimens  of  fuch,  as  were  every  way 
equally  perfect  with  thofe  of  Mr.  Daran,  that 
were  prepared  here  long  before  he  fent  any  over; 
or  perhaps  was  himfelf  acquainted  with  the  ufe 
of  them. 


SECT.     IL 

JOf  cerates. 

Ceratum  album,    L. 
White  cerate. 

TA  K  E  of  oil  of  olives,  four  ounces  in 
meafure;  of  white  wax,  four  ounces 
in^\ weight;  and  of  fperma  ceti,  half  an 
ounce  in  weight.  Melt  the  whole  together; 
and  ftir  them  well,  till  the  cerate  be  grown 
quite  cold. 

Obser- 
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Observation. 
This  compofition  is  of  its  own  nature  dcfen- 
lative,  and  flightly  emollient:  but  its  principal 
ufe  is  as  a  vehicle  for  the  application  of  more 
adlivc  medicaments. 

Ceratum  attrahens,  Emplaftrum  cercum 

DICTUM,   E. 

Drawing  cerate. 

Take  of  yellow  wax,  four  pounds ;  of 
white  refin,  and  of  mutton  iuet,  each  two 
pounds.     Let  tiiem  be  melted  together. 

Observation. 
This  compofition  is  given  by  the  college  of 
Edinburg,  to  fupply  the  place  of  the  melilot 
plafter,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  emplajlritm 
attrahens  of  the  college  of  London ;  from  which, 
it  differs  only  in  the  proportion  of  the  ingredi- 
ents :  that  of  the  relin  being  much  lefs,  and 
that  of  the  fuet  much  greater:  in  confequence 
of  which,  the  compound  is  proportionably  lefs 
digeitive.  It  is  difficult,  however,  to  decide 
which  of  the  two  is  the  beft  form :  lince  each 
is  preferable  on  different  occafions.  In  the  cafe 
of  thofe  whofe  Ikins  are  lefs  irritable,  and 
where  a  difcharge  is  wanted,  the  London 
emplajirum  attrahens  is  beft  adapted.  But  where 
the  Ikin  is  tender,  and  the  inflammation  is  great, 
the  emollient  nature  of  this  compofition  is  more 
iuitable. 

From 
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From  the  form  of  this  compound,  in  which 
the  wax  has  fo  large  a  proportion,  it  evidently 
belongs  to  the  clafs  of  cerates;  and  not  to  that 
of  piafters:  and  I  have  accordingly  ranked  it 
here. 

Ceratum  citrinum,    L. 
Tellow  cerate. 

Take  of  yellow  bafilicum,  half  a  pound; 
and  of  yellow  wax,  one  ounce.      Mix  them 

together. 

<» 

Obs  ervation. 

This  is  digeftive ;  and  differs  only  from  the 
yellow  baiilicum,  in  being  of  a  ftiffer  confiftence; 
and  having  a  Itis  proportion  of  the  irritating 
ingredients. 

CfiRAtrUM  COMMUNE,      N.  S.  T. 

Common  cerate. 
Take  of  yellow  wax,  and  olive  oil,  eadh 
t)ne  pound.     Melt  them  together. 

Observation. 
This  differs  only  from  the  white  cerate  in 
colour ;  and  in  being  fomewhat  lefs  emollient, 
from  the  omiflion  of  the  fperma  ceti  5  and  has 
no  advantage  over  it,  but  in  being  fomewhat 
cheaper, 

Ceratum 
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Ceratum  epuloticum,  L. 
Cicatrizing  cerate. 

Take  pf  oil  of  olives,  one  pound  j  and 
of  yellow  wax,  and  prepared  calamy,  each 
half  a  pound.  Melt  the  wax  with  the  oil : 
and,  as  foon  as  the  mixture  begins  to  regain 
a  folid  confiftence,  fprinkle  in  the  calamy ; 
and  ftir  the  whole  well,  till  the  cerate  be 
grown  quite  cold. 

Observation. 

The  name  of  this  cerate  declares  its  ufe: 
and  it  is,  in  confequence  of  its  fitnefs  for  that 
purpofe,  at  prefent  in  univerfal  efteem  as  a  cica- 
trizing medicament,  to  the  exclulion  of  almofl: 
all  others.  The  emollient  efFedt  of  the  oil, 
and  the  repellent  power  pf  the  calamy,  which 
two  ingredients  are  kept  in  a  ftate  of  due  con- 
junftion  by  the  mediation  of  the  wax,  that  gives 
a  proper  confiftence  to  the  tompofition,  fitly 
fupplying  what  is  wanted,  in  order  to  the  com- 
pletion of  this  intentipn. 

Ceratum  epuloticum,  Unguentumelapide 
calaminaris  dictum,  E. 

Take  of  yellow  wax,  eighteen  ounces ; 
and   melt  it  in  two   pounds   of   olive   oil. 

Then 
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Then  fprinkle  in,  gradually,  ten  ounces  and 
^  half  of  calamy ;  and  mix  them,  by  continual 
ftirring,  till  the  matter  be  grown  cold. 

Observation. 

This  differs  from  the  preceding,  only  in  the 
proportion  of  the  ingredients.  The  quantity 
of  oil  being  lefs  with  relation  to  the  wax,  and 
that  of  the  calamy  with  relation  to  the  whole. 
The  difference  in  regard  to  the  oil,  and  wax, 
re^edts  only  the  confiftence ;  which  is  not, 
moreover,  materially  varied  by  it :  but  the  di- 
minifhing  the  quantity  of  the  calamy,  on  which 
the  drying  adion  of  the  medicament  wholly 
depends,  renders  it  confidcrably  lefs  efficacious 
with  refpedt  to  the  curative  intention. 

Ceratum  mercuriale,  L. 

Mercurial  cerate. 

Take  of  yellow  wax,  and  of  tried  hogs 
lard,  each  half  a  pound ;  of  quickfilver,  three 
ounces  ^  and  of  the  fimple  balfam  of  fulphur, 
one  dram.  Melt  the  wax  wath  the  lard: 
and  then  add  them  gradually  to  the  quick- 
filver, firft  well  divided  by  the  balfam  of 
fulphur. 

Observation. 

This  is  difcutient,  and  fpecific:  and  is  de- 
figncd  to  be  ufed  where  mercurial  applications 

are 


240  Practice   of 

are  wanted  in  thofe  intentions.  But  the  rubbing 
in,  at  proper  intervals,  fmall  quantities  of  the 
common  mercurial  ointment  will,  as  was  ob- 
ferved  before,  be  found  always  more  efficacious, 
than  where  the  mercury  is  bound  up,  and  hin- 
dered from  entering  the  fkin,  by  commixture 
with  ingredients  of  more  tenacious  mixture, 
fuch  as  that  of  wax. 


SECT,     III. 

Of  unguents. 

f ■        ■.     I.    ■  '  ■    I  i  .1.       .1.  ,■  ,1  y  ■   .1    I  n   ill    ,  I.   >   t  I    ■   >    .     yy 

J.     ^       . 

Unguentum  simplex. 
See  Linimentum  Jimplex. 

Unguentum  album. 
White  ointment. 

TAKE  of  olive  oil,  one  pint;  of  white 
wax,  four  ounces  ;  and  of  fperma 
cetiy  three  ounces.  Melt  the  whole  toge- 
ther with  a  gentle  heat;  and  ftir  them  very 
brilkly,  without  ceafing,  till  they  be  fully 
cold. 

Observation. 

This  ointment  is  defenfativc  and  emollient, 
from  the  nature  of  the  fperma  ceti.  It  is, 
however,  more  frequently  ufed  compounded 
with  other  medicaments  of  varbus  properties, 
than  (imply.  Unguen- 
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Unguentum  album,  E. 
white  ointment. 

Take  of  white  wax,  eight  ounces.  Melt 
it  in  three  pounds  of  olive  oil;  and  then  add 
gradually  of  cerufe,  one  pound.  Mix  them, 
by  ftirrlng,  that  they  may  form  an  unguent. 

Observat  ion. 
This  differs,  in  its  medicinal  nature,  from 
the  preceding,  only  in  the  addition  of  the  ce- 
rufe: which,  by  its  aftringent,  refrigerating 
quality,  renders  it  more  emollients  and,  in 
fome  degree,  repellent. 

Unguentum    album    camphoratum, 

Z.  &  E. 
Camphorated  white  ointment. 

For  that  of  the  London  Pharmacopeia^ 
add,  to  the  refpe6live  above  given  compofi- 
tion  for  white  ointment,  a  dram  and  a  half 
of  camphire,  firft  beaten  with  a  few  drops 
of  the  oil  of  almonds. 

For  that  of  the  Edinburg  Pharmacopeia^ 
the  fame  muft  be  done ;  except  that  the 
proportion  muft  be  a  dram  and  a  half  of  the 
camphire  to  only  one  pound  of  the  ointment. 

R  O  B  S  E  R- 
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Observation* 

The  camphire,  by  its  ftimulating  and  anti- 
fpafmodic  aftion,  gives  a  difcutient  power  to 
the  compofition,  in  cafes  where  the  veflels  are 
relaxed,  and  debilitated,  by  contufions,  violent 
exteniion  in  fprains,  or  other  fuch  caufes. 

The  proportion  of  the  carnphire  in  the  recipe 
of  the  London  Pharmacopeia,  which  is  only 
one  dram  to  about  a  pound,  feems  too  little  to 
promife  the  due  effed: :  and  that  of  the  Edin- 
burgj  which  is  one  half  more,  is,  therefore, 
better. 

Unguentum,    (seu   oxymel)   jEgyptia- 

CUM,  £. 
Mel  lEgyptiacum. 
Take  of  verdigrife,  well  pounded,  five 
ounces ;  of  honey,  fourteen  ounces ;  and  of 
vinegar,  {t'^^n  ounces.  Boil  them  together, 
ftirring  them  diligently,  till  they  acquire  the 
confiftence  of  an  ointment. 

Observation. 
This  compofition,  by  the  ftrongly  irritating 
and  flightly  cauftic  power  of  the  verdigrife,  is 
highly  detergent  3  and  applied  in  that  intention, 
moft  generally,  to  foul  ulcers,  where  the  aid 
of  ftronger  cfcarotics  is  not  required  to  cleanfe 
their  furface.  It  is  either  ufed,  compounded 
with  digeftive  ointments,  or  liniments  ;  or  di- 
lated with  vinegar ;  where  that  form  may  ren- 
der it  more  fit  to  be  applied.  Un- 
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IJnguentum,    vulgo    linimentum    Ar- 

c-^i,  E. 
Ointment^  called  Arcaeus's  liniment. 
Take  of  hogs  lard,  one  pound ;  of  goats 
or  mutton  fuet,  two  pounds ;  and  of  Ve- 
nice turpentine,  and  of  gum  elemi,  each  one 
J)DUnd  and  a  half.  Melt  them  together  i  and 
let  the  ointment  be  flrained. 

Observation. 
This  compofition  was  formerly  in  ufe,  as  a 
digeftive,  in  cafes  where  warm  applications 
were  thought  neceflary  :  but  the  proportion  of 
adipofe  rriatter  readers  it  unfit,  in  mofl  cafes, 
to  be  applied  to  ulcers ;  as  it  would  promote 
the  growth  of  fungous  flefh ;  and  prevent  a 
kindly  incarnation.  The  mixture  of  relaxing 
and  ftimulating  ingredients  make  it  more  proper 
to  be  ufed  as  a  fuppurative  :  though  the  addition 
of  fubftances  of  a  mucilaginous  ahd  tenacious 
conliftence  tend  to  give  compoi^.tions,  formed 
in  that  intention,  a  greater  degree  of  efficacy. 

Unguentum  ex  althea,  L. 

Ointment  of  marfh  mallows. 

Take  of  the  oil  of  mucilages,  three  pints  j 

of  yellow  wax,  one  pound  j  of  yellow  refm^ 

half  a  pound ;  and  of  common  turpentine, 

two  ounces.  Melt  the  refm  and  wax  with  the 

R  2  oih 
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oil.  Then,  being  taken  off  the  fire,  add 
the  turpentine  5  and  ftrain  the  mixture  while 
it  IS  hot. 

Observation. 
This  ointment  is  fuppurative,  fi-om  its  ge- 
neral compofition  ;  and  gently  digeftive,  from 
the  refin  and  turpentine.  It  is,  however,  more 
rarel^  ufed  in  the  latter  intention ;  the  baftli- 
cumjiavum^  moft  generally,  and  fometimes  the 
unguentum  Arccei^  fimply,  or  with  additions, 
fupplying  the  place  of  all  others,  in  the  prefent 
mode  of  praftice. 

Unguentum  basilicum  flavum,  L. 
Tellcw  baftlicum. 

Take  of  oil  of  olives,  one  pint  j  of 
yellow  wax,  yellow  refin,  and  Burgundy 
pitch,  each  one  pound  ;  and  of  common 
turpentine,  three  ounces.  Melt  the  wax, 
refin,  and  pitch,  with  the  oil,  over  a  gentle 
fire.  Then,  being  taken  off,  add  the  tur- 
pentine ;  and  ftrain  the  mixture  while  it 
remains  hot. 

ObSER  VATI  o  N. 

This  compofition  is  digefl:Ive;  and  now  in 
mofl:  general  ufe  in  that  intention  :  being  found 
to  be  the  befl:,  hitherto  introduced  into  practice. 
The  turpentine,  Burgundy  pitch,  and  refin. 
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by  their  ftimulating  power,  promote  the  fecre- 
tiori  of  pus  s  and  excite  a  due  inflammation  : 
the  oil  and  wax  attemper,  and  correft  the 
otherwife  too  irritating  quality  of  the  other  in- 
gredients ;  and  ferve  to  produce  the  proper 
confiftence  of  the  ointment. 

UnGUENTUM  BASILICUM  FLAVUM3  -S. 

Tellow  bafilicum. 

Take  of  yellow  wax,  one  pound;  of 
white  refin,  one  pound  and  a  half.  Melt 
them  together  in  one  pound  of  oil  of  olives : 
mixing,  afterwards,  half  a  pound  of  Ve- 
nice turpentine ;  and  then  draining  the 
ointment. 

Observation. 
The  greater  proportion  of  turpentine  is  the 
principal  variation  in  this  compoiition  from  the 
preceding ;  and  renders  it  more  irritating  than 
that;  and,  confequently,  in  many  cafes,  lefs 
proper.  This  unfitnefs  cannot,  moreover,  on 
fuch  occalions,  be  commodioufly  correcfted  by 
additions :  while,  on  the  contrary,  whenever  it 
is  required  to  make  the  medicament  more  fti- 
mulating, it  is  eafiily  done.  The  preceding  is, 
therefore,  much  the  moft  preferable  form  for 
this  ointment :  as  being  adapted  to  more  general 
ufe  5  and  being  capable  of  fuch  extemporaneous 
alterations,  as  will  fuit  all  cafes. 

R  3  Unguen- 
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Unguentum  basilicum  nigrum,  L. 
Black  bafilicum. 

Take  of  oil  of  olives,  one  pint ;  of  yellow 
wax,  yellow  refin,  and  common  pitch,  each 
nine  ounces.  Melt  the  whole  together  ;  and 
ftrain  the  mixture  off  while  hot. 

Observation. 
This  compofition  differs  from  that  of  the 
yellov/  baiilicum,  only  in  the  fubftituting  com- 
mon pitch  for  the  turpentine  Its  qualities  are^ 
therefore,  much  the  fame :  but  in  confequence 
of  the  pitch  bearing  a  larger  proportion  in  this, 
than  the  turpentine  in  the  other,  it  is  more 
warm,  and  ftimulating.  It  is,  however,  at 
prefent,  but  rarely  ufed  in  the  improved 
practice. 

UNGtJENTUM  BASILICUM  NIGRUM,   E. 

Black  bajllicum. 

Take  of  yellow  wax,  white  refin,  flieeps 
fuet,  and  tar,  each  half  a  pound ;  and  of 
oil  of  olives,  one  pound  and  a  half.  Melt 
the  whole  together  by  a  gentle  fire,  ftirring 
them  well  3  and  ftrain  the  ointment. 

Observation. 
This  is  much  inferior  to  the  former.     For 
the  ufe  of  the  fuet,  along  with  fo  large  a  pro- 
portion 
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portion  of  01I3  will,  in  many  cafes,  as  is  well 
known  by  experience,  breed  funguiTes;  and 
render  the  incarnation  in  ulcers  lefs  kindly, 
than  thofe  compolitions,  in  which  they  are 
emitted.  The  tar,  in  this  proportion  like  wife, 
renders  the  medicament  more  irritating,  than 
is  proper  in  moft  cafes. 

Unguentum   basilicum   viride,    Ij, 

See  hintmentum  bqftliciim  viride. 

Unguentum  c^eruleum  fortius,  L. 
Strong  mercurial  oint?nent. 

Take  of  tried  hogs  lard,  two  pounds; 
of  crude  mercury,  one  pound  ;  and  of  the 
fimple  balfam  of  fulphur,  half  an  ounce. 
Rub  the  quickfilver  with  the  balfam  of  ful- 
phur, till  it  no  longer  appear  diftinft  :  then 
add,  by  degrees,  the  lard  made  warm  3  and 
mix  them  carefully. 

Observation. 

This  compofition  is  principally  intended  to 
be  ufed  for  the  railing  falivations,  to  which 
purpofe  it  is  the  beft  adapted  of  any  that  expe- 
rience has  hitherto  taught  the  ufe  of.  The 
mercury  is  the  only  ingredient  that  operates 
immediately  to  the  final  intention:  the  lard 
being  only  the  vehicle  of  the  mercury  3  and 
the  balfam  of  fulphur  the  medium  for  com- 

R  4  bining 
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bining  them.  Where,  neverthelefs,  mercurial 
ointmencs  ^re  applied  as  difcutients,  or  to  ad:  in 
a  fpecific  intention,  without  faUvation,  a  weaker 
ointment,  in  which  the  proportion  of  lard  is 
much  greater,  is  fitter  5  as  it  can  be  more  freely 
ufed,  without  danger  of  faUvation. 

Unguentum  c^ruleum  mitius,  L. 
"The  weaker  mercurial  ctntment. 

Take  of  tried  hogs  lard,  four  pounds  ;  of 
crude  mercury,  one  pound  ;  and, of  common 
turpentine,  one  ounce.  Rub  the  mercury 
in  a  mortar,  with  the  turpentine,  till  it  no 
longer  appear  diftinguifhable.  Then  add, 
by  degrees,  the  lard,  made  warm  3  and  mix 
them  thoroughly. 

Observation, 
This  Gompofition  is  intended  to  anfwer  the 
fame  purpofes  as  the  preceding.  But  it  is 
more  proper  than  that,  where  falivation  is  not 
defigned  :  and  where  mercurial  undion  is 
thought  advifeable,  for  the  difcufling  tumours, 
or  producing  effects  by  its  fpecific  adion  in  par- 
ticular parts,  a  yet  greater  proportion  of  lard 
may  be  added  ;  in  order  that  it  may  be  duly 
fpread,  and  rubbed  in  upon  the  part,  when 
ufed  in  fuch  fmall  quantities  as  not  to  occafion 
any  danger  of  falivation.  By  this  manner  of 
application  of  mercurial  ointment,  much  more 
rnay  be  effeded,  than  by  any  ufe  of  perfricated 

plates^ 
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plates,  amalgama ;  or  any  of  the  plafters,  or 
ftifFer  unguents,  where  the  mercury  is  bound 
Up,  or  clogged  with  fuch  tenacious  lubftances, 
as  prevent  its  entering  the  fkin,  and  being  ab- 
forbed ;  and,  confequently,  conveyed  to  the 
more  interior  parts,  where  it  is  intended  tc  ad:. 
Nor  is  there  in  this  method  the  leaft  diffi- 
culty in  adequating  the  quantity  of  mercury  to 
the  circumftpnces  of  the  cafe ;  and  avoiding, 
where  lefTer  proportions  are  fufficient,  the  ha- 
zard of  any  inconveniencies. 

Unguentum  c/eruleum,  N.  S.  B. 

Mercurial  ointment. 

Take  of  crude  mercury,   and  hogs  lard, 

an   equal  weight ;    of  Venice  turpentine, 

a  fufficient  quantity  to  divide  the  mercury. 

Mix  them  as  in  the  preceding, 

Obse  RVAT  I  ON. 
This  is  defigned  for  falivations ;  and  feems 
to  have  no  advantage  over  the  two  preceding, 
but  the  faving  the  trouble  of  rubbing  in  larger 
quantities. 

Unguentum  ceti. 
T.ratn  ointment. 
Take  of  mutton  fuet,  and  tar,  each  one 
ounce  ;  of  train  oil,  two  ounces.    Melt  them 
together. 

O  B  S  E  R- 
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Observation. 
This  compofition  will  fcarcely  be  of  the  pro- 
per confidence  of  an  ointment :  but  verges  more 
towards  that  of  a  liniment.  As  it  bears,  how- 
ever, this  name  by  thofe  who  ufe  it,  I  have  re- 
ceived it  fo  here.  It  is,  from  the  large  propor- 
tion of  oleaginous  matter,  emollient;  and  the 
addition  of  the  tar  may,  in  fome  cafes,  render 
it  ilippurative.  But  it  is  not  in  common  ufe^ 
nor  fo  well  adapted  to  any  particular  intention, 
iimple^  orconjund:,  as  to  be  necelTary :  though 
it  has  a  olace  in  the  pharmacopeia  of  a  confidera- 
b!e  hofpital. 

Unguentum  citrinum,  E. 
Tellow  ointment. 

Take  of  crude  mercury,  one  ounce  ;  and 
of  fpirit  of  nitre,  two  ounces.  Having 
put  them  into  a  proper  phial,  digell  in  a 
fand-bath,  till  the  mercury  be  diiTolved. 
Then,  while  the  folution  yet  retains  its  full 
heat,  let  it  be  mixed  with  hogs  lard  melted, 
and  growing  folid  again  with  the  cold,  one 
pound,  by  ftirring  them  briikly  together  in 
a  marble  mortar,  that  they  m.ay  form  an 
ointment. 

Observati  on. 
This  ointment  will  have  the  fpecific  proper-r 
ties  of  mercury  :  and  will  be  efficacious  in  the 
cafe  of  the  itch,  or  other  cutaneous  difeafcs, 

where 
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where  the  ufe  of  mercury  may  avail.  But  the 
mercurial  fait,  produced  by  the  combination  of 
the  mercury  andfpirit  of  nitre,  will  be  very  cau- 
flic  and  acrid  3  and  much  more  apt  to  falivate, 
than  the  white  precipitate  prepared  by  alkaline 
falts ;  which  is,  therefore,  far  preferable  for 
the  compofition  of  unguents  of  this  kind. 

Unguentum   emolliens,   A^.  S.  T*. 
Emollient  ointment. 
Take  of  the  ointment  of  marfli  mallows, 
f.  L.  four  ounces  5  and  of  oil  of  turpentine.;^ 
one  ounce  y   and  mix  them, 

Observation. 

The  ointment  of  marfli  mallows  itfelf,  as 
was  remarked  in  the  obfervations  on  it,  con- 
tains more  than  one  ingredient,  which  make 
againft  its  emollient  adion  :  but  the  addition  of 
the  oil  of  turpentine,  would  render  it  ftill  lefs 
fuitable  to  this  purpofe.  On  the  contrary,  if 
this  compofition  was  applied  to  parts  coniidera- 
bly  inflamed,  it  would,  by  its  irritating  nature, 
undoubtedly  aggravate,  and  not  affvvage,  the  in- 
flammation :  and  muft,  therefore,  be  condemn- 
ed as  improper  in  mod  of  the  cafes,  which  its 
name  fuggefts  it  to  be  defigned  to  relieve. 

pNGUENTUM  EMOLLIENS  CUM  OPIO,  A^.  iS.TV 

Emollient  ointment  wiib  opium • 
Take    of   the    emollient   ointment,   two 
ounces ;   and  of  flrained  opium,  one  ounce. 
Mix  them*  Ob- 
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o  b  s  e  r  vat  i  on. 
The  fame  objedion,  which  lies  againft  the 
preceding,  will  lie  alfo  againft  this :  and  the 
ufe  of  opium  externally,  as  was  before  ob- 
ferved,  is  lefs  efficacioue,  in  moft  cafes,  than 
internally. 

Unguentum  EM0LLIENS3  E. 
Emollient  ointment. 

Take  of  oil  of  palms,  four  pounds  3  of 
linfeed  oil,  three  pounds  ;  and  of  yellow 
wax,  one  pound.  Being  melted  together  by 
a  gentle  heat,  mix  with  them,  by  ftirring, 
half  a  pound  of  Venice  turpentine  ;  and 
llrain  the  ointment. 

O  BSERVATION. 

This  compofition  is  more  fuitable  to  the  in- 
tention, than  either  of  the  preceding :  but  the 
turpentine  yet  counterads,  in  fome  degree,  the 
other  ingredients ;  and  certainly  ought  to  have 
no  place  in  an  emollient  ointment. 

Unguentum  epispasticum,  E. 
Blifiering  ointment. 

Take  of  hogs  lard,  and  Venice  turpen- 
tine,- each  three  ounces  3  of  yellow  wax, 
one  ounces  and  of  cantharides,  three  drams. 

The 
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The  lard,  and  wax,  being  melted  together, 
add  the  cantharides  powdered  ;  and  after- 
wards the  turpentine.  Mix  them  to  form  an 
ointment. 

Observation. 

The  turpentine  is,  as  has  been  before  ob- 
ferved,  in  fpeaking  of  the  bliftering  plafters, 
too  irritating  to  be  proper  to  be  admitted  into 
compofitions,  formed  in  this  intention.  The  un- 
guentum  vejicatcrium  of  the  London  college, 
which  is  formed  by  only  adding  an  equal 
weight  of  hogs  lard  to  the  bliftering  plafter,  is, 
therefore,  to  be  preferred  to  this. 

Unguentum  epispasticum  mitius,  E. 
Weaker  bltjiering  ointment. 
Take  of  cantharides,  one  ounce  j  and  of 
fpring  water,  boiling  hot,  as  much  as  may 
be  fufficient*  Infufe,  for  a  night,  in  a 
clofe  vefTel  5  and,  having  ftrained  off  the 
fluid  v^ith  ftrong  prefTure,  boil  it  with  two 
ounces  of  hogs  lard,  till  the  aqueous  moifture 
be  exhaled.  Then  add  of  white  refin,  and 
yellow  wax,  each  one  ounce ;  and  of  Venice 
turpentine  two  ounces :  and  form  the  whole 
into  an  ointment* 

O  B  s  E  R- 
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Observatio  n. 
The  caution  of  infufing  in  a  clofe  veflel,  li 
tinneceflary :  as  being  grounded  on  a  notion^ 
that  the  epifpaftie  matter  of  the  cantharides  is 
volatile :  whereas,  the  contrary  is  evident  frorri 
experiment.  The  addition  of  turpentine  is  not 
equally  objectionable  in  this  compofition,  as  in 
the  preceding ;  if  the  ointment  be  intended  to 
be  applied  for  what  is  called  perpetual  blifterSo 
As  the  irritation,  inilead  of  being  injurious,  is 
wanted  here  to  promote  the  difcharge. 

Unguentum  e   gummi  elemi,    L. 
T'he  gum  elemi  ointment. 

Take  of  tried  mutton  fuet,  frefh,  two 
pounds  5  of  gum  elemi,  one  pound  j  and 
of  common  tu|:'pentine,  ten  ounces.  Melt 
the  gum  with  the  fuet :  and  having  removed 
them  from  the  fire,  add  immediately  the 
turpentine,  and  ftrain  the  mixture,  while  it 
remains  fluid  vv^ith  the  heat. 

ObS  E  RVATION. 

This  compofition  is  fubftituted  for  the  un- 
guentum or  linimentum  Arccet ;  and  only  differs 
from  it  in  the  proportions  of  the  ingredients. 
What  is  before  faid  of  the  properties  of  that 
ointment,  will  equally  hold  good  with  regard 
to  this  J  and  need  not,  therefore,  be  repeated, 

Unguen-' 
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Unguentum    h^morrhoidale,    N.  S.T. 
See  Linime?iiu?n  hcemorrhcidak. 

Unguentum  e  lapide  calaminaris,   E. 

See  Ceratzim  epidvticum. 

Unguentum  ad  lepram,  N.S.B. 
Oi?itment  for  the  leprofy. 
Take  of  the  roots  of  the  fliarp-pomted 
dock,  four  pcVuhds  ^  and  of  mutton  fuet, 
eight  pounds.  Boil,  and  ftrain  them,  ufing 
ftrong  prefTilre.  Then  add  of  tar,  two 
pounds  ;  of  oil  of  olives,  eight  pounds  ; 
and  of  brimftone,  half  a  pound. 

Observation. 
The  name  of  this  ointment  declares  the  in- 
tention of  the  compofitiori  to  be  the  cure  of 
leprofies.  If  it  efte(^t  this,  it  muft  be  by  the 
fpecific  aftion  of  the  dock  roots  and  fulphur, 
the  other  ingredients  forming  only  the  vehicle- 

UnguentuMj   dictum   balsamum  Loca- 

TELLI,    L. 

Ointme77t^  called  Locatelli's  balfam. 
Take  of  the  oil  of  olives,  one  pint ;   of 
Strafburg  turpentine,  dnd  yellov^  wax,  each 
half  a  pound ;  and  of  red  fanciers,  fix  drams. 

Melt 
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Melt  the  wax,  with  fome  part  of  the  oif^ 
ever  a  gentle  fire.  Then  add  the  turpentine^ 
with  the  remainder  of  the  oil  ^  and  after- 
wards mix  in  the  fanders  ;  and  llir  the  whole 
well  together,  till  it  be  nearly  cold. 

Observation. 
This  compofition  was  efteemed  greatly  vul- 
nerary, while  fuch  notions  prevailed ;  and,  there- 
fore, had  the  name  of  balfam  improperly  given 
to  it.  Its  real  property,  as  an  external  medica- 
ment,  is,  to  be  digeftive :  and  it  differs  from  the 
yellow  bafilicum  in  little  elfe,  but  in  the  pro- 
portion of  the  ingredients,  and  the  addition  of 
the  fanders,  which,  indeed,  renders  it  lefs  fit 
for  exterior  ufe.  It  is  accordingly,  at  prefent, 
feldom  applied  externally  in  regular  pradice. 

Unguentum  mercuriale,  E. 
Mercurial  ointment. 

Take  of  hogs  lard,  three  ounces  3  of 
mutton  fuet,  one  ounce ;  and  of  crude  mer- 
cury, one  ounce.  Rub  them  continually  in 
a  mortar,  till  the  globules  of  mercury  dif- 
appear. 

It  may  be  prepared,  likewife,  with  twice, 
or  thrice,  the  proportion  of  the  mercury. 


Obser- 
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OfiSERVATIONi 

This  compofition  is  of  the  fame  nature,  and 
fcaiculated  to  anfwer  the  fame  intentions,  as  the 
ungiientum  taruleum  of  the  London  Fharma^ 
tbpeia :  frorft  which,  hdwever^  it  varies,  in 
the  omitting  the  turpentine,  or  balfarri  of  ful- 
phur,  ufed  as  a  medium  for  more  eafily  and 
effecftually  uniting  the  mercury  and  lard :  and 
in  the  addition  of  the  mutton  fuet.  Through 
the  default  of  adding  turpentine,  balfam  of  ful- 
phur,  or  fome  other  fuch  fubftance,  the  com- 
mixture of  the  mercury  with  oily  or  fevous 
bodies  becomes  much  more  laborious,  and  lefs 
perfedl :  and  this  is,  therefore,  a  material  omif- 
fion.  The  addition  of  the  mutton  fact  renders 
the  ointment  lefs  free  to  be  fpread ;  and,  moft 
probably,  lefs  penetrating,  and  fit  to  be  abforbed 
by  the  veflcls  of  the  fkin :  ind,  confequently^ 
lefs  efficacious,  with  refpeft  to  the  medicinal 
intention  of  its  ufe.  The  form  of  the  London 
Pharmacopeia  may,  therefore,  juftly  claim,  iii 
every  view,  the  preference  to  this* 

UnGUENTUM   i^ERVlKUM,    E. 

See  Linimentum  nernjinum. 

Unguentum  nutritum,  E. 
See  Linimentum  nutritumi 

Unguentum  opHTHALMicuM,  N.  S.Ti 
See  Linimentum  cphthalmicum. 

S  Unguen- 
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Unguentum  e  pice,  X. 
Ointment  of  tar. 

Take  of  tar,  and  tried  mutton  fuet,  ant 
equal  weight.  Melt  them  together  >  and 
ftrain  the  mixture  while  hot. 

Observation. 

This  compofition  feems  proper  for  no  other 
intention  than  the  fuppurative:  as  it  is  formed 
of  the  commixture  of  a  relaxing,  with  a  ftimu- 
latlng  ingredient* 

Unguentum  psoricum,    N.S.T. 
See  Linimentum  pforicum. 

Unguentum    rosaceum,    vulgo    ipoma- 

TUM,    E. 
See  Linimentum  Jimplex. 

Unguentum  sambucinum,  L. 
Ointment  of  elder. 

iTake  of  elder  flowers,  full  blown,  four 
pounds ;  of  tried  mutton  fuet,  three  pounds  5 
and  of  oil  of  olives,  one  pound.  Boil  the 
flowers  till  they  become  almoft  crifp  in  the 
fuet  and  oil,  "  previoufly  melted  together. 
Then  prefs  out  the  ointment,  from  the  fee-- 
culent  part. 

Obser- 
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Observation. 

^his  compofitign  is  greatly  relaxing,  and 
confequently  emollient ;  and  ufed  moil:  com- 
monly in  that  inteation  :  being  much  better 
adapted  to  it  than  the  compofition  before  given, 
Under  die  name  of  the  unguentum  enwliiem. 
The  college  of  London  have  her^  fubftituted 
the  flowers,  inftead  of  the  leaves,  young  ibbots^ 
and  bark  of  the  elder;  that  were  the  parts  for- 
merly put  into  this  ointment:  which  indeed 
render  the  compound  more  elegant;  but  more 
expenfive,  and  not  more  effectuaL 

Unguentum  sAMBtrciNUM,' "E. 
See  Lini?72enttim  fa^nbiicinum. '  *  " 

Unguentum   saturninum,    ^» 
Oinfme?2t  of  lead. 

Take  of  oil  of  olives,  half  a  pint ;  of  white 
wax,  one  ounce  and  a  half;  and  of  fugar 
of  lead,  two  draitis.  Rub  the  fugar  of  lead^ 
previoufly  reduced  to  a  very  fine  powder, 
with  fome  of  the  oil.  Then  add  them  to 
the  w:axi  rnd^eji  with  the  remainiiTg  part  of 
the  oil :  and  ftir  the  mixture  till  it  be  grown 
quite  cald. 

Ob  servat  ion. 

This  compofition  is  repellent;  and  proper  to 
be  ufed  either  fimply,  or  mixed  with  digelHves, 

S  2  m 


26o  Practice   op 

in  the  cafe  of  ulcers,  where  there  is  too  profufe 
a  difcharge,  and  the  circumftances  admit  of  its 
being  diminifhed,  without  hazard.  It  is  alfo 
ufed  for  the  herpes  mill  arts:  and  thofe  kind  of 
fuperficial  eruptions,  that  are  durable  in  the 
fame  part.  But  the  application  of  repellents, 
cither  to  check  the  difcharge  of  ulcers,  or  to 
remove  cutaneous  eruptions,  Ihould  always  be 
made  with  caution,  and  due  confideration  of 
what  confequences  may  follow.  The  ufe  of 
this  ointment  is  not  frequent  in  regular  pradice. 

UNGUENttJM   SATURNINUM,   E. 

Ointment  of  lead. 
Take  of  white  wax,  three  ounces :  and 
melt  it  in  one  pound  of  oil  of  olives. 
Sprinkle  in,  by  degrees,  one  ounce  of  fugar 
of  lead ;  and  ftir  them  continually  together, 
till  the  ointment  grows  ftiff  with  the  cold. 

Observation. 

This  differs  from  the  preceding,  in  the  pro-^ 
portion  of  the  fugar  of  lead,  which  renders  it 
more  repelling;  and,  confequently,  more  effec- 
tual for  the  purpofes  to  which  it  is  applied. 

Unguentum  $implex,  L. 
See  Linimentumjimplex. 


UngueN" 
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Unguentum  e  sulphure,    Zf. 

See  Linimentum  e  Julphure. 

Unguentum  tripharmacum>  Z. 
Take  of  the  common  plafter,  four  ounces 
in  weights  of  olive  oil,  three  ounces  in 
meafure;  iahd  of  vinegar,  one  ounce  in 
meafure.  Set  them  together  over  a  gentle 
fire;  and  ftir  them  continually,  till  they  are 
brought  to  the  confidence  of  an  ointment. 

Observat  ion. 

This  compofition  is  given,  by  the  college  of 
London,  inftead  of  the  unguentum  nutritum: 
from  which  it  differs  in  having  the  oil  and  li* 
tharge  in  a  ftate  of  combination  before  their  ad- 
mixture with  the  vinegars  in  order,  as  is  faid, 
to  facilitate  the  preparation.  But  the  efficacy 
pf  the  compound  depending  on  the  union  of 
the  lead  with  the  vinegar:  it  may  be  well  que* 
flioned,  whether  the  previous  combination  of  it 
with  the  oil  may  not  impede,  in  fome  degree, 
fuch  union :  and,  confequently,  render  the 
medicament  lefs  efFedlual.  The  proportion  of 
vinegar  is  alfo  diminiihed  here:  which  ftill  fur- 
ther weakens  the  qualities  of  the  compound, 
with  refpeft  to  its  medicinal  adion. 

The  aftringent  property  of  tbe  combined  lead 
and  vinegar,  renders  this  compound  repellent; 
and  the  relaxing  power  of  the  oil,  emollient; 
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pn  the  fcore  of  which  qualities,  it  was  formerly 
much  in  ufe,  in  the  cafe  of  burns,  fcalds,  ery^ 
fipelatous  inflammations,  and  other  fimila^ 
cafes.  But,  at  prefent..  it  is  much  lefs  fvtqnt^X^ 
ly  applied  in  regular  practice. 

UnCUENTUM    TVTIJE,    L* 

See  Ijinimentum  tutia^ 

Unguentum  tuti^,  E. 
See  Linimntum  tutice. 

IJnguentum  ad  vesicatoria>  L. 

Ointment  for  blifters. 

Take  of  tried  hogs  lard,  and  of  the  bliA 
tering  pla'fter,  each  equal  weights.  Melt 
them  together  with  a  very  gentle  heat  5 
and  ftir  them  well  till  quite  cold. 

O  BS  ERVAT  ]f  ON. 

This  compofition,  when  applied  for  what  is 
called  perpetual  blifters,  is  inferior  to  the  ^^- 
guentum  epifpajiicum  of  the  Ipdinburg  Pharma- 
copeia^ and  other  of  the  older  forms:  as  wanting 
forne  ftimulating  ingredients  to  promote  the 
difcharge,  and  digeftion:  which  is  a  confider- 
able  part  pf  the  intention,  in  the  application  of 
f\2ch  blifters. 

Unguentum  viride,    Z. 

See  Linimentum  viride. 

'  SECT. 
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SECT.    IV. 

Of  liniments. 


LiNIMENTUM   ALBUM,   L. 

White  liniment. 

TA  K  E  of  oil  of  olives,  three  ounces 
in  meafure ;  oi  fperma  cetiy  fix  drams 
in  weight  5  and  of  white  wax,  two  drams. 
Melt  all  together  by  a  gentle  heat^  briikly 
ftirring  them,  without  intermiffion,  till  the 
mixture  be  grown  quite  cold. 

Observation. 

This  compofition  is  defenfative,  and  flightly 
emollient:  but  it  is  rarely  ufed  fimply:  being 
intended,  as  the  ungiientiim  alburn^  for  a  vehicle 
to  more  active  ingredients, 

LiNIMENTUM   ArCjEJ. 

See  TJnguentum  Arcai. 

LiNIMENTUM     HiEMORRHOIDALE,     UngUCn- 

tum  hasmorrhoidale,  dictum,    N.S.T^ 
Liniment  for  the  piles. 

Take  of  the  linimentum  alburn^  one  ounce 
and  a  half ;  and  of  flrained  opium,  one 
<lram^     Mix  them  well  together. 

S   4  0?SE|t- 


a64  Practice    of 

Observation. 
This  IS  intended  to  allay  pajn  and  inflamma^ 
tion,  arifing  from  the  piles,  when  very  e:j{cru^ 
ciating  and  violent. 

LiNIMENTUM    MERCURIAL!,    Unguentum    C 

mercurio  precipitate,  dictum,^  L, 

Take  of  the  finiple  ointment,  ox  pomatum, 
one  ounce  and  a  half  j  of  precipitated  fulphur, 
two  drams  y  and  of  white  precipitate  of  mer- 
cury, two  fcruples.  Mix  the  whole  together; 
and  moiften  them  with  the  ley  of  tartar,  to 
bring  the  whole  to  the  confidence  of  an 
pintrnent, 

Ob  servat  I  ON. 

This  compofition  will  have  the  fpecific  adiop 
of  mercury^  and  will  cure  the  itch,  and  other 
cutaneous  difeafes  of  a  iimilar  natuFe.  It  iSj^ 
however,  made  more  compound  than  necefTary, 
by  the  addition  of  ingredients,  which  rather 
injure  than  improve  it.  The  precipitated  ful- 
phur  will  add  little  to  its  efficacy :  but,  pn  the 
other  hand,  renders  its  ufe  difguftful,  and  in- 
commodious, by  its  very  difagreeable  and  lading 
fmell.  The  ley  of  tartar  renders  it  acrid  and 
trpublefome  to  tender  fkins:  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  tends  to  revivify  the  tnercury,  and  deftroy 
its  intlnaate  union  with  the  other  ingredients; 

on 
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on  which  its  due  diffufion  over  the  furface  of  the 
parts  where  it  is  applied,  and,  confequently,  its 
medicinal  efficacy,  depends.  The  omiffion  of 
thefe  ingredients ;  the  changing  the  fimple  oint- 
ment (or,  more  properly,  liniment)  for  the  white 
h'niment ;  and  the  increafing  the  proportion  of 
the  precipitate,  which  may  be  done  without  the 
leaft  hazard,  according  to  the  prefcription  for 
the  Imimentum  mercuriak pforicum^  below  given; 
would  produce,  therefore,  a  compofition  much 
pnore  eiFedual  and  elegant  than  this. 

JliINIMENTUM   MERCURIALE   PSORICUWk 

Mercurial  liniment  for  the  itchf 
Take  of  oil  of  olives,  three  ounces;  and 
of  white  wax,  one  ounce.  Melt  them  to- 
gether ;  and  then  mix  with  them  two  drams 
pf  white  precipitate,  by  grinding  on  a  proper 
ftone^ 

Observation. 

This  compofition  is,  as  was  above  obferved, 
a  moft  efficacious  cure  for  the  itch  in  all  cafes : 
if  the  parts,  on  which  the  eruptions  appear,  be 
rubbed  over  with  it  as  flightly  as  poffible.  It  is 
proper,  however,  unlefs  where  the  difeafe  is  con- 
fined to  a  fmall  furface,  not  to  anoint  the  whole 
together ;  but  to  go  over  the  parts  affeded,  at  three 
pr  four  different  times:  repeating  the  application 
at  laft,  on  thofe  where  the  iirfl  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  fully  effedual    By  the  ufe  of  this 

lini- 
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liniment,  which  has  not  any  difagrqeable  fcent, 
nor  will  greafe  the  cloaths  that  touch  it,  or, 
in  the  leaft,  foul  the  ikin,  even  when  firft  laid 
upon  it,  the  inconveniencies  of  the  fulphureous 
unguents  are  wholly  avoided:  and  the  patient, 
by  that  means,  freed  from  the  moft  difguft- 
ing  application,  that  makes  any  part  of  the 
piefcnt  improved  art  of  medicine. 

LiNiMENTUM  NERviNUM,  Unguentum  nervi- 
num,    DICTUM,    £. 

Nerve  ointment. 

Take  of  mutton  fuet,  two  pounds.  Melt 
it,  with  a  gentle  heat,  in  one  pound  of  oil 
cf  camomile,  that  they  may  be  united :  and, 
being  taken  off  the  fire,  add,  continually 
llirring  them  together,  of  oil  of  bays,  one 
ounce  3  and  of  diftilled  oil  of  origanum,  or 
rofemary,  tv/o  ounces. 

Obse  rvat  ion. 
This   compolition   is  emollient,    and  anti- 
Ipafmodic :   but  is,  at  prefent,  fo  little  in  ufe 
here,  that  the  college  of  London  have  rejedeii 
the  form  out  of  their  Pharmacopeia. 

LiNIMENTUM    OLEOSUM,     N.  S.  B. 

Oily  liniment. 
Take  of  calves  feet  oil,   one  pound  i  of 
turpentine,  two  ounces;   and  of  white  fope^ 

th;*ee 
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three  ounces,  Mix  them  together  with  a 
gentle  heat^ 

Ob  SE  RVAT  ION. 

This  is  emollient,  from  the  relaxing  adlion 
of  the  oil  3  and  difcutient,  from  the  refolvent 
power  of  the  fope:  and  therefore  intended  in 
cafes  of  tumefadtion  from  vifcid  humours,  at- 
tended with  inflammation. 

LiNIMENTUM  OPHTHALMICUM,    UngUCntum 

ophthalmicum,  dictum,  N.S.T. 
Linimejit  for  fore  eyes. 

Take  of  goofe  greafe,  one  ounce ;  and 
of  prepared  tutty,  half  all  ounce.  Mix 
them  thoroughly  well,  by  grinding  them  to-' 
gether  on  2,  flone. 

Observation, 

This  is  the  fame  with  the  unguMum  tutice 
of  the  London  and  Edinburg  Pharmacopeias^ 
except  with  relation  to  the  kind  of  fat,  which 
in  this  is  preferable.  The  goofe  greafe  is  greatly 
emollient;  and  the  tutty  repellent:  which  ren- 
der this  compofition,  therefore,  proper  in  cafes 
of  a  fiux  of  humours,  attended  with  inflamma-* 
tion,  on  the  eyes.  The  goofe  greafe  is,  doubt- 
lefs,  equally  efficacious  with,  if  not  more  fo 
than,  the  fat  of  vipers,  which  is  generally  ufed 

in 
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in  compofitions  of  this  kind ;  and  direded  m 
the  ungaentum  tutice  of  the  London  Pharma." 
copeia ;  and  is  to  be  procured  with  lefs  trouble 
and  expence.  It  is  likewife  more  proper  than 
the  butter  prefcribed  in  that  of  the  Edinburg 
Tharmacopeia^  becaufe  it  is  much  lefs  fubje6t  to 
turn  rancid.  A  twelfth  part  of  opium  is  added, 
where  the  inflammation  is  very  violent. 

LlNIMENTUM      REFRIGERANS,      UugUentum 

nutritum,  dictum,  £. 
Take  of  Htharge,  and  vinegar,  each  two 
ounces ;  and  of  oil  of  olives,  fix  ounces. 
Let  them  be  rubbed  together  in  a  mortar, 
alternately  pouring  in  part  of  the  oil  and 
vinegar,  till  the  mixture  be  completed ;  and 
the  vinegar  can  no  longer  be  diftinguifhed 
feparately. 

Observation. 

This  compofition  is  repellent,  from  the  lead  fl 
corroded  by  the  vinegar;  and  emollient,  from  1 
the  oil.     It  is  ufed  for  burns,  violent  erylipe- 
latous  inflammations  s  and  in  other  fuch  cafes. 


1 


LlNIMENTUM  sAMBuciNUM,  Ungucutum  fam- 
bucinum,   dictum,  E, 

Uniment  of  elder. 

Take  of  the  frefh  interior  bark,  and  of  the 
leaves,    of  elder,  each  four  ounces.    Being 

well 
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well  pdunded,  boil  them  in  two  pounds  o£ 
linfeed  oil,  till  all  the  aqueous  moifture  be 
exhded.  The  oil  being  ftrained  with  prefs- 
ure,  melt  in  it  fix  ounces  of  white  wax:  and 
mix  them  together,  byjlirring. 

Observation. 

This  differs  from  the  unguentiim  famhiicinum 
of  the  London  college  in  confiftence :  the  bafis 
of  that  compofition  being  principally  mutton 
fuet;  and  of  this  linfeed  oil,  with  a  fmall  pro- 
portion of  wax:  from  whence  it  can  only  obtain 
the  fpiflitude  of  a  liniment.  It  differs  alfo  from 
the  other,  in  being  made  from  the  leaves,  and 
interior  bark,  inflead  of  the  flowers;  which 
renders  the  preparation  cheaper;  and  the  com- 
pofition lefs  elegant,  on  account  of  the  flrong 
fmell  of  thofe  parts  of  the  elder.  The  emol- 
lient virtue  of  both  compofitions  is,  how- 
ever, much  the  fame,  when  frefh  :  but  this 
will  be  greatly  more  apt,  than  the  other,  to 
turn  rancid  with  keeping;  which  as  well  de- 
praves its  medicinal  efHcacy,  as  renders  it 
ofFenfive. 

LiNIMENTUM    SAPONACEUM,    L. 

See  Embroc^tio  fapo?iacea. 
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LiNiMENTUM  SIMPLEX,  Unguentum  fimple^r^ 
DicfuM,    L. 
Simple  liniment^  cdmmonly  called  pcmatum. 

Take  of  tried  hogs  lard,  two  pounds  5  and 
of  rofe  water,  three  ounces*  Beat  the  lard 
with  the  rofe  water,  till  they  be  well  incor-^ 
poratedj  and  then  melt  the  lard  with  a  very 
gentle  fire  j  and  let  it  iland  at  reft  for  a  Ihort 
time,  that  the  water  may  fubfide*  After- 
wards pour  out  the  lard,  leaving  the  water* 
behind}  and  then  ftir,  and  beat  it  inceflantly, 
while  it  is  growing  cold,  that  it  may  be 
broke  into  the  moft  light  and  yielding  mafs^ 
Add  to  this,  as  much  eflence  of  lemons,  as 
fhall  be  neceiTary  to  give  it  an  agreeable 

icent. 

Gbservatio^o 
The  operation  of  this  liniment,  as  a  medica- 
ment, is  emollient.  ^  But  it  is  rarely  ufed  Am- 
ply in  that  intention:  though  fometimes  intro- 
duced in  other  compofitions,  or  ufed  as  a 
vehicle. 

LiNiMENTUM  E  suLPHUJij?:,    Ungucntum  € 

fulphure,  dictum,  X. 

Sulphur  liniment. 

Take  of  pomatum,    half  a  pound;    of 

flowers  of  fuJphur,  unwafhed,  two  ounces; 

and 
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and  of  eflence  of  lemons,  one  fcruple.  Mix 
them-,  by  rubbing  the  whole  well  together. 

Gb  SE  RVAT  ION. 

This  compofition  is  formed  correfpondently 
to  the  common  pradice  of  curing  the  itch  with 
brimftone.  But  the  mofi  difgirflful  and  laft- 
ing  fmell  of  that  fubftance,  with  the  neceffity 
of  ufing  copious  proportions  of  this  greafy,  and 
confequently  nafty,  compofition,  renders  this 
method  very  difagreeable,  and  incommodious: 
and,  after  all,  it  is  not  fo  certainly  efficacious, 
as  fome  mercurial  preparations ;  which,  applied 
in  proper  vehicles,  are  equally  fafe;  and  intirely 
free  from  thefe  inconvcniencies.  The  linifnen^ 
turn  mercuriale  pjoricunty  above  given,  is,  there- 
fore, to  be  greatly  preferred  to  this,  for  the  cur« 
of  that  difeafe  :  and  has  not,  that  I  know  of> 
failed  to  produce  the  defired  t^zdi  in  one  of 
many  fcores  of  inftances  where  it  has  been  tried* 

LiNIMENTUM  SULPHUREUM  PSORICUM>   Ull- 

guentum  pforicum,    dictum,  N.  S.  Tl 

The  fame  with  the  preceding  -,  unlefs  that 
one  ounce  of  the  ley  of  tartar  (commonly 
called  oil  of  tartar  per  deliqidum)  is  added, 
and  the  effence  of  lemons  ufed  only  in  half 
the  proportion, 

0^3  ER- 
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Obse  rvat  ion. 
The  addition  of  the  lixivium  of  the  fait  of* 
tartar  may  render  the  compoliiion  more  efFedual. 
But  it  fometimes,  by  its  acrimony,  excoriates, 
and  gives  uncafinefs,  where  the  fkin  is  of  z 
tender  and  delicate  nature.  The  college  of 
London  have  accordingly  omitted  it  in  the  wi-^ 
guentum  e  fulphure:  but  retained  it  in  the  un^ 
guentum  e  mer curio  precipitafo:  where,  as  wa» 
before  obferved,  it  is  ftill  lefs  proper* 

LiNIMENTUM    TRIPHARMAGUM,     L4 

Take  of  the  common  plafter,  four  ounces 
in  weight  J  of  oil  of  olives,  four  ounces  in 
meafure;  and  of  vinegar,  one  ounce  in 
meafure.  Set  them  over  a  gentle  firej  and 
ftir  them  continually,  till  the  liniment  ha^ 
acquired  a  due  confiftence. 

Ob  SEJtVATION* 

This  is  of  the  fame  nature  with  the  unguen-- 
turn  tripharmacumy  but  lefs  efficacious  with  re- 
lpe6t  to  the  principal  intention,  from  the  lefs 
proportion  of  vinegar;  on  the  combination  of 
which,  with  the  lead  in  the  common  plafter, 
the  cooling  repellent  power  of  the  compoiitioni 
as  was  obferved  before^  depends. 


Lin  I- 
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LiNiMENTUM  TUTi^,   Ungucntum  tutiae, 

DICTUM,     Z/« 

Li?iiment  of  tutty. 
Take  any   quantity  of   prepared   ttittyj 
^nd  mix  with  it  as  much  purified  vipers  fat, 
as  is  requifite  to  bring  it  to  the  confiflenc« 
of  a  foft  ointment. 

Observation. 
This  compofitioh  is  much  the  fame,  as  the 
linimentum  ophthabnicum  before  given :  and,  hke 
that,  is  intended  as  an  emollient  and  repellent, 
in  cafes  of  inflammation  of  the  eyes  :  in  which 
it  is  found  ufeful.  But  any  other  kind  of  fat, 
perfectly  free  from  rancidity,  and  of  the  fame 
conliftence,  will  equally  well  anfwer  the  end : 
as  it  cannot  be  prefumed,  there  is  any  fpecifid 
quality  in  that  of  vipers :  and,  indeed,  the  goofe 
greafe  is  more  efficacious :  as  it  is  more  lique- 
Sable  by  a  flight  wartnth  \  and^  confequently^ 
more  penetrating. 

Linimentum  tuti^^,  Unguentum  tutise, 

DICTUM,    E. 

Liniment    of  tutty. 
Take  of  frefh  butter,  free  from  fait,  four 
ounces ;    and   of  white  wax,    two  drams* 
Being  melted  together,  with  a  gentle  heat, 

T  gra^ 
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gradually  fprlnkle  in,  one  ounce  of  tutty ; 
continually  ftirring  the  ointment,  till  it  grow 
cold. 

Observation. 
This  is  the  fame,  in  its  general  nature,  with 
the  preceding :  but  the  butter  is  more  apt  to 
turn  rancid,   than  the  fat  of  animals  j    and, 
therefore,  lefs  proper  for  this  purpofe. 

LiNIMENTUM   VIPERINUM^    N.S.T'. 

Viper  liniment. 
Take    of  the    colcothar  of  vitriol,  one 
dram  ;  and  of  vipers  fat,  one  ounce.     Mix 
them,  by  grinding  them  together  on  a  Hone. 

Observation. 
This  compolition  is  of  the  fame  nature,  and 
formed  in  the  fame  intention,  as  the  lini men- 
turn  ophthalmicum^  and  lini77ientum  tiitice^  above 
given  ;  the  vipers  fat  being  emollient,  and  the 
colcothar  of  vitriol  aftringent,  and,  confequent- 
ly,  repellent.  It  is  proper  in  this  cafe,  how- 
ever, that  the  colcothar  ihould  be  thoroughly 
well  wafhed :  otherwife  it  may  be  fo  acrid,  as 
to  be  offenfive  to  the  eyes  ^  and  inftead  of  re- 
moving, increafe  the  inflammation  and  fluxion. 
Where  the  repellent  intention  is  the  principal, 
the  colcothar  is  more  efficacious,  than  the  tutty. 
The  vipers  fat  may  in  this,  as  in  the  other,  be 
changed  for  goofe  grcafe^,  for  the  reafons  above 
given,  LiNi- 
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LiNlMENTUM  BASILICUM  VIRIDE,    UngUCIl- 

tum  balilicuqi  viride^  dictum,  L. 
'    Green  bafilicuini^ 

Take  of  yellow  bafilicum,  eight  ounces 
an  weight ;  of  oil  of  olives,  three  ounces  in 
meafure;  and  of  prepared  verdigrife,  one 
ounce.  Mix  them,  by  melting  the  yellow  ba- 
jllicumy  and  oil  of  olives^  together  ;  and  when 
near  cold^  grinding  them  with  the  'verdigrife^ 
on  a  proper  ftone^ 

0  B  S  E  R  V  A  1 1  O  N. 

This  compofition  differs  from  the  yellow  ba- 
filicum in  form,  by  having  the  addition  of  fuch 
a  quantity  of  oil,  as  renders  it  only  of  the  fpif- 
fitude  of  a  liniment :  though  the  college  of 
London  have  yet  continued  to  give  it  the  name 
of  ointment.  It  differs  alfo  from  the  yellow  in 
quality,  by  the  addition  of  verdigrife ;  which 
makes  it  detergent,  as  well  as  digeftive:  that 
fubflance  having,  as  has  been  feveral  times  ob- 
ferved  before,  this  property  in  a  very  great  degree. 
Compofitions  made  thus  with  the  crude  ver- 
digrife, or  with  the  mel  Mgyptiacumy  are  the  me- 
dicaments, moft  ufed  in  the  prefent  pradice, 
whenever  the  detergent  intention  comes  in  que- 
ftion ;  and  the  furface  of  the  ulcer  is  not  fo  foul, 
as  to  require  the  ufe  of  more  corrofive  fubflances. 

T  2  LiNi- 
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LiNiMBNTUM  viRiDE,  Balfamum  viride,  dic- 
tum, E. 

Take  of  linfeed  oil,  and  of  turpentine, 
each  one  pound  j  and  of  verdigrife  pounded, 
three  drams.  Let  them  be  boiled  together ; 
continually  flirring  them,  till  the  verdigrife 
be  diffolved. 

Observation. 

This  compofition  is  formed  in  the  fame  in- 
tention as  the  preceding :  but  is  too  ftimulating, 
from  the  turpentine,  in  many  cafes,  where  in- 
flammation attends  the  foulnefs  of  the  ulcers. 

The  ufe  of  linfeed  oil,  inftead  of  olive  oil, 
will  alfo  conduce  to  the  ftimulating  nature  of 
the  compound.  For  the  linfeed  oil  is  not  only 
more  irritating,  in  its  original  ftate,  than  the 
other ;  but  is  apt  to  dry,  when  commixt  with 
the  turpentine ;  and  to  adhere  in  a  hard  varnifh- 
like  coat  to  the  margin  of  ulcers,  fretting  and 
offending  the  fldn. 

The  proportion  of  verdigrife  is,  likewife,  too 
fmall,  in  relation  to  the  whole;  where  a  ftrongly 
deterging  property  is  requifite  in  the  compound: 
and  an  extemporaneous  addition  of  verdigrife 
cannot  be  made  expediently,  though,  if  the 
quantity  exceed  the  due  proportion,  fuch  other 
fubftances  may  be  eaiily  added,  as  will  duly 
attemper  it. 

The 
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The  preceding  linimentum  bafilicum  'olride  is, 

therefore,  far  preferable  to  this  compofition,  as 

more  perfectly  anfwering  to  the  fame  intentions, 

and  being  free  from  the  defefls  of  it. 

Linimentum  volatile,  X. 
See  Epithema  acoujiicum. 


f^ 


S  EC  T.    V. 

Of  cafaplafms. 


Cataplasma  aromaticum,  JS. 
Aromatic  cataplafm. 

TAKE  of  the  roots  of  long  birth  wort, 
and  of  bay  berries,  each  four  ounces  j 
of  fweet  fennel  feed,  and  of  the  leaves  of 
mint,  each  three  ounces  j  of  Jamaica  pepper, 
and  of  myrrh,  each  two  ounces ;  and  of 
honey,  thrice  the  weight  of  all  the  others. 
516^  dry  ingredients  being  powdered y  mix  them 
with  the  honey  into  the  form  of  a  ca- 
taplafm. 

Observation. 
This  compofition  is  antifpafmodic,  and  cor- 
roborative. But  the  honey  is  certainly  a  very 
improper  baiis,  as  not  really  conducing  to  the 
medicinal  intentions  s  and  is  retained  only  in 
conformity  to  the  older  forms. 

T  '^  Cata- 
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CaiTaplasma  commune  emolliens. 

Common  emollient  cataphfm. 
Take  of  milk,  fix  ounces  5  of  oil  of  olives^ 
one  ounce ;  and  of  bread  crumbs,  a  fufficient 
quantity  to  produce  the  due  confiftence. 
Add  the  bread  to  the  milk,  when  of  a  boiling 
heat;  and  afterwards  beat  the  oil  well  with 
them. 

Observation. 
This  cataplafm  is  emollient  ;  and,  in  the 
cafe  of  tumours  where  great  inflammation  pre- 
vails, has  alfo,  confequentially,  a  fuppurative 
cffeft.  It  will  anfwer,  in  moft  cafes,  where 
cataplafms  in  either  of  thefe  intentions  are  want- 
ed. But  where  fuppuration  is  to  be  promoted 
in  colder  tumours  by  the  ufe  of  warm  and  fti- 
mulating  ingredients,  the  form  of  a  plafter  is 
more  expedient :  as  being  both  a  more  effica- 
cious, as  well  as  a  more  commodious,  method 
of  applying  the  proper  medicaments. 

Cataplasma  e  cymino,  Zi. 

Cummin  eaiaplafm. 

Take  of  cummin  feeds,  half  a  pound; 
of  bay  berries,  of  leaves  of  water-germander 
dried,  and  of  Virginia  fnake-root,  each  three 
ounces ;  of  cloves,  one  ounce  ;  and  of  ho^ 
jiey,  thrice  the  weight  of  all  the  others. 
Pcwder  the  dry  ingredients  y  and  mix  them 
with  the  honey  in  a  cataplafn^.  O  B- 
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Observation. 
This  compofition  is  formed  in  the  fame  in- 
tention as  the  cataplafma  aromaticum  :  and  the 
honey  is  equally  objedionable  in  it. 

Cataplasma  discutiens,  E. 
Difcutient  cataplafm. 

Take  of  the  roots  of  briony,  three  ounces  j 

and  of  the  flowers  of  elder,  one  ounce.   Boil 

them  till  they  be  grown  tender ;  and  then, 

being  pounded  into  a  pafly  mafs,  add  of  gum 

Ammoniac,    diffolved   in   vinegar,  half  an 

ounce  s  of  crude  fal  Ammoniac,  two  drams ; 

and  of  camphorated  fpirit  of  wine,  an  ounce. 

Mix,  and  form  them  into  a  cataplafm. 

Observation. 
This  compofition  is  defigned  to  difcufs  tu-* 
mours,  formed  from  concreted  and  vifcid  hu- 
mours, by  gently  irritating,  and  increafing  the 
propuliive  action  of  the  veffels.  But  the  fpirit 
of  wine,  which  is  highly  aftringent,  feems 
rather  to  countera(ft,  than  promote  the  in- 
tention, 

Cataplasma  discutiens,  N.S.B. 
Difcutient  cataplafm. 
Take  of  oatmeal,  and  lees  of  ftale  beer, 
the  quantities  requifite   to   the   due   con- 
fiftence  j  and  form  them  into  a  cataplafm* 

T  4  Obser- 
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Observation. 
This  cataplafm  will  avail  in  many  cafes ;  but 
it  is  not  fo  cffedual,  as  when  vinegar,  and  fal 
Ammoniac,  are  conjoined  with  the  lees  ;  which 
are  fcarcely,  of  themfelves,  fufficiently  power-- 
ful,  to  remove  the  vifcid  and  concreted  humours, 
that  are  the  caufe  of  thofe  tumours,  to  which 
compofitions  of  this  kind  are  applied. 

Cataplasma  ad  eciiymosin. 
Cataplafm  to  remove  biacktefs  after  bruifes. 

Take  of  the  roots  of  Solomon  feal  biuifed, 
one  ounce  and  a  half  ;  of  conferve  of  rofes, 
and  of  vinegar,  each  half  an  ounce.  Mix 
them  J  and  form  a  cataplafm. 

Observation- 

This  cataplafm,  applied  to  the  part  of  the 
Ikin  where  the  ecchymofis  appears,  will  remove 
the  blacknefs  :  but  in  cafes  of  greater  extrava- 
fation,  the  cataplafma  refohens^  below  given, 
will  be  more  efFedual.  Where  this  cataplafm  is 
wanted  near  the  eyes,  the  vinegar  may  be  beft 
omitted,  that  its  (liarpnefs  may  not  oiFend  them. 

Cataplasma  maturans,  L. 
Suppurating  cataplafm. 

Take  of  dried  figs,  foui^  ounces ;  of  yel- 
low bafilicurn,  one  ounce ;  and  of  ftrained 
galbaniim,  half  an  ounce.      Beat  well  the 

figs 
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figs  with  a  little  wine,  or  ftale  ftrong  beer. 
Then  carefully  add  the  bafilicum,  previoufly 
incorporated  with  the  galbanum,  by  melting. 

Observation. 
The  qualities  of  the  wdne,  or  ftale  ftrong 
beer,  in  this  compoiition,  are  rather  repugnant, 
than  conducive  to,  the  curative  intention  ;  and 
are  much  fitter  ingredients  of  difcutient,  or  re- 
pellent cataplafms,  thanof  fuppurative.  Indeed, 
the  ufe  of  cataplafms  at  all,  inftead  of  plafters, 
in  a  fuppurative  intention,  is  not  necelTary,  or 
expedient  :  except  where  the  inflammation  is 
violent  5  and  there  more  emollient  compofitions 
will  anfwer  the  end  better  than  this.  The  comr 
mon  cataplafm  of  oil,  milk,  and  crumb  of  bread, 
is  preferable,  in  fuch  cafes  3  and  may,  more 
properly,  be  efteemed  fuppurative,  than  this. 

Cataplasma  resolvens. 
Refohent  cataplafm. 

Take  of  thick  lees  of  wine,  and  vinegar, 

each  half  a  pint ;   of  crude  ikl  Ammoniac, 

one  ounce;  and  of  oatmeal  or  bran,  as  much 

as  may  be  fufficient  to  the  due  confiftence. 

Having  firft  diflblved  the  fal  Ammoniac  in 

part  of  the  lees,   mix  the  w^hgle   together 

into  the  form  of  a  cataplafm. 

Observat  I  ON. 
This  cataplafm  is  greatly  efficacious,  in  re- 
folving  and  difperfing  extravafated  Wood,  coagu- 
lated 
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lated  and  lodged  betwixt  the  membranes ;  and 
alfo  tumefadtions  of  the  membranes  ia  the 
joints,  and  cartilaginous  parts.  The  ufe  of  it 
muft  be  conftant,  unlefs  where  it  is  found  to 
inflame,  or  excoriate  the  fkin  :  in  which  cafe^ 
the  application  muft  be  difcontinued  3  but  notfor 
a  longer  time,  than  till  it  can  be  borne  without 
great  inconvenience,  when  it  muft  be  renewed 
again.  This  method  is  not,  in  common  prac- 
tice, in  either  of  the  cafes  mentioned :  but  will 
be  found  of  great  utility  by  any,  who  will 
adopt  it  on  proper  occafions. 

GaTAPLASMA  RHEUM ATISMATICUM,  AT. >S.Tl 

'Rheumatic  cataplafm. 

Take  of  frefh  flowers  of  elder,    fixteen 

pounds ;   of  the  beft  vinegar,  four  pounds ; 

and  of  bay  fait,  one  pound.  Make  them  into 

a  cataplafm,  to  be  applied  every  other  day. 

Observation. 
This  compofition  is  difcutient  j  and  may,  in 
many  cafes,  occafion  the  propulfion  of  the 
vifcid  matter  through  the  obftrufted  velTels. 
But  the  ufe  of  fal  Ammoniac,  in  a  much  fmaller 
proportion,  would  be  more  efficacious  than  that 
of  bay  fait :  and  the  vinegar  will  be  apt  to  ex- 
coriate or  inflame  the  fkin,  if  continued,  as 
here  direded,  for  fome  time.  The  cataplajma 
refolvens^  above  given,  may  be  prepared  at  any 
time ;  which,  on  account  of  the  frefti  elder 
flowers,    this  cannot :    and  it  will  be  found 

equally^ 
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equally,  *or  more  efFedlual,  wherever  fuch  medi- 
caments are  proper  in  the  rheumatifm,  or  gout. 
But  they  fhould  be  ufed  with  caution :  and  not 
laid  on  precipitately,  where  there  is  appearance 
of  great  fluxion  :  left,  as  they  may  adl  as  re- 
pellents, they  throw  the  morbid  matter  back 
from  the  extremities  to  the  interior  parts.  In 
the  decline,  or  after  the  long  continuance  of 
fits,  where  the  joints  and  cartilaginous  parts 
appear  thickened  by  the  vifcid  or  concreted 
humours  depofited  in  them,  they  may,  how- 
ever, be  ufed  with  great  advantage:  and  a 
lamenefs  of  the  limbs,  fometimes  very  trou- 
blefome  and  durable,  may  be  prevented  by 
them. 

CaTAPLASMA  SAPONACEUM,    N.S.B. 

Sope  eataplafm. 
Take  of  fope  ley,  three  ounces  3  of  oil 
of  olives,  half  a  pound  ^  of  river  water,  one 
gallon ;  and  of  wheaten  flower,  as  much  as 
may  be  requifite  to  the  due  confiftence. 
Form  them  into  a  cataplafm,  by  mixing  the 
oil  and  ley  together  firft  ;  and  then  beating 
up  the  flower  well  with  them. 

Observation. 

This  compofition  is  difcutient,  in  fortie  cafes, 
by  the  refolvent  power  of  the  alkaline  falts  in 
the  fope  ley.  But  it  would  be  more  effedlual,  if 

fome 
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fome  of  the  warm  eflential  oils,  fuch  as  that  of 
anifeed,  or  camomile ;  or  the  warm  gums,  fuch 
as  the  galbanum^  or  Ammoniac ;  were  added. 

Catapx  ASM  A  siNAPi,  Sinapifmus,  dictum,  E. 

Mujlard  cataplafm. 

Take  of  muftard-feed  ground ^  and  of 
crumb  of  bread,  equal  quantities ;  and  of 
the  beft  vinegar,  as  much  as  is  requifite  to 
produce  the  due  confidence.  Form  them 
into  a  cataplafm  :  to  which  a  little  garlic, 
beaten  to  ptilp,  is  fometimes  added. 

Observation. 

This  compolition  is  antifpafmodic  3  and  is 
applied,  in  paralytic  cafes,  to  the  parts,  where 
the  fenfitive,  or  motive  powers,  appear  to  be 
impaired,  or  wholly  fufpended.  The  vinegar 
is  not,  however,  a  proper  ingredient  iti  it,  for 
feveral  reafons.  By  its  acrimony,  it  frequently 
offends  the  jfkin  y  fometimes  even  excoriating  it, 
when  of  a  very  tender  texture.  By  its  acid  na- 
ture, it  neutralizes  the  volatile  fait  of  the  muf- 
tard,  on  which  its  medicinal  adion,  in  this  in- 
tention, partly  depends  5  and  alfo  weakens  and 
blunts  the  purgency  of  the  effential  oil,  in 
v/hich  the  other  part  of  its  efficacy  refides. 
By  its  own  proper  immediate  aftion,  it  is,  in- 
deed, corroborative  :  but  of  too  refrigerating  a 
nature  in  thefe  cafes.    It  would  be,  therefore, 

much 
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much  better  to  compound  this  cataplafm,  of  the 
muftard-feed,  and  fome  ftrong  wine :  which 
would  both  of  itfetf  conduce  to  the  medicinal 
intention  ;  and  neither  offend  the  Ikin,  nor  di- 
minifli  the  efficacy  of  the  muftard-feed. 

Cataplasma  suppurans,  E. 
Suppurating  cataplafm. 

Take  of  the  roots  of  white  hHes^  or  marfh 
mallows,  four  ounces ;  and  of  fat  figs,  one 
ounce.  Being  boiled  in  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity of  fpring  water,  till  they  are  become 
tender,  and  then  bruifed,  add  to  them,  of 
raw  onions  bruifed,  fix  drams  ;  of  galba- 
num,  diffolved  in  tlie  white  of  an  tgg^  half 
an  ounce;  of  yellow  bafilicum,  and  oil 
of  camomile,  each  one  ounce  ;  and  of 
flower  of  linfeed,  as  much  as  may  be  fuffi- 
cient.    Mix  them,  and  form  a  cataplafm. 

Observat  ion. 
This  is  more  complex  than  necelTary :  for, 
if  a  fufficient  quantity  of  the  roots  of  marfh 
mallows  be  boiled  in  milk,  and  the  due  pro- 
portion of  galbanum,  or  oil  of  camomile,  be 
added,  the  reft  may  be  omitted  ;  and  the  com- 
pofition  will  be  equally  efficacious :  as  it  will 
confift  of  relaxing  and  warming  ingredients,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  this.     With  relpcifl  to  tlie 

figs 
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figs  and  onions,  they  are  rather  difcutient,  than 
fuppurative  :  and  where  the  more  ftimulating 
ingredients,  fuch  as  make  the  aftive  part  of  the 
yellow  bafilicum,  are  wanted  as  fuppuratives, 
they  are,  as  was  before  obferved,  better  applied 
in  the  form  of  plafters. 


SECT.    VL 

Ofepithems. 


Epithema  acousticum,  Linimentum  vo- 
latile, DICTUM,  L. 
TAKE  of  oil  of  almonds,  one  ounce; 
and  of  fpirit  of  fal  Ammoniac,  two 
drams*      Shake  them  well  together  in    a 
phiaL 

^  Observation. 

The  fame  compofirion  is  called  mtftura  acou-^ 
Jlica  in  the  Pharmacopeia  of  St.  Thomas's  Hof- 
pital :  only  the  proportion  of  the  volatile  fpirit 
is,  one  dram  to  three  of  the  oil. 

This  compound  is  ufed  for  freeing  the 
palTages  of  the  ears  from  the  concreted  hu- 
mour, called  waXy  when  obftruded  by  it  fo  as 
to  effedl  the  hearing.  It  is  applied,  by  drop- 
ping into  the  ear  a  fmall  quantity ;  which, 
diflblving  the  wax,  caufes  it  to  be  difcharged. 
In  order  to  facilitate  fuch  difcharge,  injedions 

are 
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are  alfo  fometimes  ufed.  Inftead  of  this  mixture, 
a  few  drops  of  a  ftrong  brine,  or  folution  of  fea 
fait,  has  been  fometimes  fubftituted ;  and  it  has 
been  found  to  anfwer,  where  other  means  have 
failed. 

Epithema  aluminosum,    Coagulum  alu- 

minofum,  dictum,  L. 

Alum  curd. 

Take  of  the  white  of  eggs,  any  quantity; 

and  ftir  them  in  a  pewter  veffel,  with  a  lump 

of  alum  of  proper  fize,  till  they  coagulate. 

Observation. 
The  aftringency  of  alum  renders  this  com- 
pound repellent :  in  which  intention  it  is  ufed 
againft  a  flux  of  humours  on  the  eyes. 

Epithema  ad  carcinoma. 
Epithem  for  cancers :  being  the  remedy  called 
Plumket's  powder. 
^'  Take  of  crows  foot,  which  grows  in  low 
grounds,  one  handful,  well  pounded  ;  of 
dogs  fennel,  three  iprigs,  pounded  like- 
wife  ;  of  crude  brimflone,  three  middling 
"  thimbles  full ;  and  of  white  arfenic,  the 
"  fame  quantity  ;  all  incorporated  well  in  a 
"*  mortar.  Then  make  it  into  fmall  balls,  the 
^^  fize  of  a  nutmeg ;  and  dry  it  in  the  fun. 

''  In 
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"  In  order  to  apply  it,  the  balls  muft  be 
bruifed  into  fine  powder  -,  and  mixt  with 
the  yolk  of  a  frefh  egg,  and  laid  over  the 
fore,  covered  with  a  piece  of  hog's  bladder 
fplit;  or  the  ftripping  of  a  calf,  when 
dropt ;  which  mull  be  cut  of  the  fize  of  the 
fore,  and  fmeared  with  the  yolk  of  the  egg. 
If  it  be  applied  to  the  nofe,  or  the  lip,  you 
muft  alfo  take  care,  that  the  patient  do 
not  fwallow  any  of  the  humour.  You 
muft  alfo  take  care,  not  to  lay  the  plafter 
too  broad  on  the  face,  or  near  the  heart* 
It  is  hazardous  to  exceed  the  breadth  of  a 
crown  (m  fuch  cafes)  ^  but  in  the  feet  or 
legs  (it  may  be  laid)  as  far  as  the  fore  goes. 
The  plafter  muft  not  be  ftirred,  till  it  drop 
off'of  itfelf :  which  will  be  in  a  week  ;  but 
muft  have  a  clean  bandage  twice  a  day." 

O  B  S  E  RV  AT  I  ON. 

This  compofition  was  formerly  ufed  In  Ire- 
land, by  old  Plumket,  a  famous  empiric  j  who 
gained  reputation  for  curing  cancers ;  and,  af- 
terwards, gave  the  recipe  to  St.  Stephen's 
Hofpital :  where  it  is  faid  to  have  been  found 
frequently  fuccefsful.  There  is  no  reafon  to 
doubt,  but  that  it  is  the  fame  remedy  which  has 
lately  been  offered  to  the  world  here,  as  an  al- 

moft 
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mofl  infallible  means;  and  is,  indeed,  fald, 
by  perfons  of  credit,  to  have  effected  moft 
extraordinary  cures. 

The  public  are  obliged  to  an  eminent  fur- 
geon,  who  pradifes  here,  for  procuring  the 
recipe  from  St.  Stephen's  Hofpital ;  and  vouch- 
ing for  its  being  an  authentic  copy  of  that,  com- 
municated by  old  Plumket.  As  it  has  been  pre- 
ferved  hitherto  in  Plumket's  own  words,  I  have 
thought  proper  to  continue  it  fo :  though  the  ex- 
preffion  is  neither  technical,  nor  acurate.  But  I 
would  not  take  away  the  right,  which  every  one 
has  equally  with  myfelf,  of  judging  what  real 
definite  quantities  are  equivalent  to  his  handfuls, 
fprigs,  and  thimbles  full.  The  ingredients  adl- 
ing  combinedly,  by  a  fpecific  virtue,  there  can 
be  no  comment  on  the  particular  relation  of 
each  to  the  intention  of  cure.  Only  one 
may  conjedlure,  with  probability,  that  the  ar- 
fenic  has  the  principal  fhare  in  the  effcO: ;  and 
that  the  dogs  fennel  is  the  moft  infigniiicant 
iimple. 

The  cafes  moft  proper  for  the  application  of 
this  remedy  are  thofe,  where  the  cancer  is  fu- 
perficial ;  (ituated  in  fleftiy  parts  ;  and  not  rami- 
fied, or  too  widely  fpread.  For  if  the  whole 
cannot  be  covered,  fo  as  to  be  deftroyed  by 
the  efcarotic  power  of  the  medicament,  the  ufe 
of  it  is  in  vain. 


U  Epi- 
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Epithema  c  austicum,  Caufticum  commune 

fortius,  DICTUM,  L. 

Stronger  caujiic  epithejn. 

Boil  any  quantity  of  fope  ley,  till  a  fourth 
part  be  confumed  :  and  then,  while  it  is  yet 
of  a  boiling  heat,  fprinkle  in  lime,  that  has 
been  kept  in  a  clofe  veffel  for  feveral  months, 
till  fuch  a  quantity  be  added,  as  will  abforb 
the  fluid  ^  and  form  a  pafte  :  which  is  to 
be  preferved  for  ufe,  in  a  veffel  well  ftopt. 

Observation. 
This  is  fubftituted,  in  the  prefent  pradlice, 
for  the  lapis  infernalis :  that,  from  its  faline 
nature,  and  the  want  of  fome  fuch  abforbent 
body  as  the  lime,   is  liable  to  liquefy ;  and 
fpread  beyond  the  intended  bounds ;  making 
the  margin  of  the  efcar  irregular  r,  and  excoriat- 
ing  and  inflaming  the  fkin  around  it:  from 
which  defedls,  this  compofition  is  much  more 
free.     But  the  following,  where  fope  is  intro- 
duced inflead  of  the  ley,  is  yet,  for  the  fame 
reafon,  to  be  preferred  to  this :  as  it  may  be 
made  nearly  of  the  fame  force,  by  the  addi- 
tion of  lixiviate  falts,  where  a  greater  power  is 
requifite ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  is  much  better 
fecured  from  running,  by  the  union  of  the  falts 
with  the  oil  in  the  fope,  as  well  as  by  the  ab- 
forbing  adion  of  the  lime,  which  prevents  their 

lique- 
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liquefying  with  that  proportion  of  moifture, 
they  meet  with  on  their  application. 

Epithem A  G AusT ICUM3  Caufticum  commune 
mitius,  DICTUM,  L. 

Take  of  foft  fope,  and  frefh  quick-lime^ 

equal   parts.     Mix  them   at   the  time  they 

are  to  be  ufed* 

ObSE  RVAt  ION4 

This  cauftic  is  the  moft  gentle  in  ifs  opera- 
tion ;  and  moft  eafily  reftrained  to  the  due  li- 
mits of  its  adion,  of  any  hitherto  ufed.  It  is, 
however,  in  fome  cafes,  not  fufficiently  active, 
to  make  fo  deep  an  efcar  as  may  be  required : 
pn  which  account,  the  preceding  caiijticum 
fortius  was  given  to  fupply  its  place  in  fuch 
cafes.  But  this  compound,  by  the  addition 
of  pearl- afhes,  or  any  other  lixiviate  fait,  in 
the  proportion  of  an  eighth,  or  a  fifth  part  of 
the  whole,  may  be  fo  acuated,  as  to  anfwer  the 
fame  end  ;  and  will  yet  preferve  its  valuable 
quality  of  not  running  and  fpreading  beyond 
its  due  bounds  :  from  which  the  caiijiicum  for-^ 
tins  is  not  wholly  free.  It  is,  therefore,  when 
fo  prepared,  preferable,  even  where  there  is  oc-^ 
cafion  to  make  a  confiderably  deep  efcar,  to 
any  other  cauftic,  hitherto  introduced  into 
praftice. 


U  2  Epj[- 
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Epithema  depilatorium,  Pilae  fulphu- 
ratae,  dictum,  N.  S.  T. 
Take  of  foft  fope,  of  flowers  of  fulphur 
wafhed,  and  of  wheaten  flower,  each  one 
pound  3  and  of  any  fixt  alkaline  fait,  one 
ounce.  Mix  them  welly  by  beating  them  tO" 
gether ;  and  make  them  into  balls. 

Observation. 
This  compofition  is  intended  to  take  away 
hair,  when  found  incommodious.  But  it  muft  be 
ufed  with  caution ;  and  jfhould,  after  it  has  lain 
for  fome  fhort  time,  be  removed,  in  order  to  fee 
if  the  hair  come  off  by  ftroking  the  finger  over 
the  part :  on  perceiving  which,  the  application 
muft  be  difcontinued, 

Epithema  detergens,  Mel  iEgyptiacum, 
dictum,   L. 

Deterging  epithem^  or  mel  JEgyptiacum. 

Take  of  verdigrife,  finely  powdered,  five 
ounces  3  of  honey,  fourteen  ounces ;  and  of 
vinegar,  feven  ounces  in  meafure.  Boil  the 
whole  together  over  a  gentle  fire,  till  the 
mixture  acquire  a  proper  confiftence,  and 
reddifli  colour.  Let  it  then  ftand  for  fome 
time  :  and  there  will  be  formed  a  fediment, 

or 
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or  groffer  part ;  from  which,  the  more  li- 
quid, being  feparated,  muft  be  kept  for 
ufe  ;  being  the  mel  /Egyptiactim :  with  which, 
neverthelefs,  when  it  is  required  to  be 
more  acrid,  a  part  of  the  fediment  may  be 
mixt.  • 

Observation. 
This  compound  is,  from  the  verdigrife,  very 
detergent ;  and  is  ufed,  mixed  with  proper  di- 
geftive  unguents,  for  ulcers  that  are  foul :  it 
is,  alfo,  fometimes  diluted  with  water,  and 
ufed  as  an  injedion,  or  imbibed  in  pledgets  of 
lint,  for  reaching  the  parts  of  finuous,  or  ca- 
vernous ulcers,  where  unftuous  dreflings  can- 
not find  admiffion. 

EFITHEMASULPHUREO-OLEOSUM,Balfamum 

fulphuris  fimplex,  dictum,  L. 

Take  of  oil  of  olives,  four  pounds  ;  and 
of  flowers  of  fulphur,  one  pound-  Boil 
them  together,  till  the  flowers  of  fulphur  be 
diflblved. 

The  fame  may  be  done  with  linfeed  oil, 
and  with  Barbadoes  tar. 

ObSER  VAT  ION. 

This  compound  was  formerly  efteemed 
vulnerary:    but  is,    at   prefent,    rarely   ufed 

U  3  exter- 


294  Practice   of 

externally,  in  a  fimple  ftate,  in  regular  prac- 
tice. 

Epithema  sulphurec-oleosum,  Balfa-^ 
jnum  fulphuris' crafllim,  dictum,  E. 
Take  of  linfeed  oil,  one  pound  s  and  of 
flowers  of  fulphur,  four  ounces.  Boil  them 
over  a  gentle  fire,  in  a  large  vefTel ;  dili- 
gently ftirring  them,  till  they  unite  in  the 
form  of  a  balfam. 

O  B  S  E  RVAT  ION. 

This  differs  from  the  preceding,  only  in  the 
greater  proportion  of  the  fulphur  to  the  oil  5 
and,  confequently,  varies  little  from  it  in  its 
medicinal  qualities. 

Epitkema  vesicatoriOm,  Z/. 
Blijlering  epithem. 
Take   of  cantharides,   reduced  to  a  very 
Ene  pov/der,   and  of  vvheaten  flower,   equal 
weights.      Add  a  fufficient  quantity  of  vi- 
negar, and  make  them  into  pafte. 

Ob  se  r  v  at  I  o  n. 
This  form  is  not  fo  commodious,  as  thofe  of 
an  unguent,  or  a  plafter  s  and,  therefore,  but 
feldom  adoptedt 

Epi- 
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Epithema  volatile,  L.  Emplaftrum  vola^ 
tile,  DICTUM,  E. 
Volatile  epithem. 
Take  equal  weights  of  common  turpentine, 
and  of  fpirit  of  fal  Ammoniac.     Stir  the  tur- 
pentine in  a  mortar,  and  gradually  drop  in 
the  fpirit  of  fal  Ammoniac,   till  the  whole 
become  a  v/hite  mafs. 

Ob  S  E  R  VAT  I  o  N, 

This  epithem  is  irritating  and  refblvent,  and 
may,  therefore,  be  deemed  difcutient  ^  but  the 
application  can  fcarcely  be  continued  fufficiently 
to  avail  in  that  intention,  without  offending  the 
fkin.  It  is  alfo  antifpafmodic,  from  the  ftimulat- 
ing  nature  of  both  the  ingredients :  and  ufed  to  re- 
move the  pain  in  the  baftard  gout  and  rheuma- 
tifm.  ^ 


CHAP.     III. 

Of  fluid  forms  of  extef^nal  medicaments. 

S  E  C  T.     I. 

Of  fomentations. 

FoTus  ANODYNus,  Fotus  papavcris,  dictus, 

N.  S.  B. 
Poppy  fomentation, 

TA  K  E  of  the  heads  of  white  popples, 
ft)ur  ounces  :  and  boil  them  in  four 
U  4  pinti 
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pints  of  water,  till  only  two  pints  can  be 
ftrained  off :  which  being  done,  add  two 
ounces  of  vinegar. 

In  fome  cafes,  the  vinegar  is  omitted. 

Observation. 
This  fomentation  is  intended  to  be  anodyne ; 
and  when  ufed  with  the  vinegar,  gently  re- 
pellent. It  is,  therefore,  fo  applied  to  parts, 
w4iere  there  is  a  fluxion  attended  with  great 
pain,  and  no  excoriation  of  the  fkin,  in  cafes 
which  admit,  without  hazard,  of  fuch  treat- 
ment :  but  where  a  repellent  aftion  would  be 
hazardous,  or  where  the  acrimony  of  the  vi- 
negar would  occalion  fmarting  and  uneafi-- 
nefs,  through  the  tendernefs  of  the  jfkin,  it  is 
pmitted. 

FOTUS    ASTRINGENS,    N.S.I'. 

Take  of  galls  bruifed,  one  ounce  :  and 
boil  them  in  a  fufficient  quantity  of  water, 
to  admit  of  flraining  off  one  pint. 

O  B  S  E  RV  A  T  I  O  N. 

This  fomentation  being  gently  aftringent, 
and,  confequently,  corroborative,  may  be  ufed 
for  fprains,  and  weakneiTes  of  the  joints,  after 
luxations.  It  is  not,  however,  fo  effedual,  in 
this  intention,  as  the  following. 

FoTus 
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FOTUS  ASTRINGENS,  FotUS  querCinUS,  DICTUS, 

N.  S.  B. 
Take  of  oak  bark,  one  ounce  and  a  half; 
and  of  the  quenching  water  belonging  to 
a  fmith's  forge,  three  pounds.  Boil  them 
together,  till  two  pounds  may  be  ftrained 
off :  which  being  done,  add  of  roch-alum, 
two  drams,  . 

Observation. 

This  is  more  powerful  than  the  preceding. 
For  the  oak  bark  has  the  fame  general  qualities 
as  the  galls ;  while  the  impregnation  of  the 
iron  in  the  fmith's  water,  and  yet  more  ftrongly 
the  alum,  promote  the  aftringent  effeft* 

The  fame  kind  of  fomentation  is,  fome- 
times,  prepared  with  balauftines,  and  dried  red 
rofes :  which  are  both,  but  particularly  the 
firft,  efficacious  ingredients  in  the  fame  in- 
tention- 

In  order  to  render  fomentations  of  this  kind 
effectual,  it  is,  fometimes,  pradifed  to  ufe  them 
as  hot  as  the  patient  can  poffibly  bear,  without 
the  confequence  of  being  fcalded  :  and  the  heat 
of  the  water  will,  by  its  ftimulating  power, 
greatly  contribute  to  the  aftringent  action  of 
the  fomentation.  The  efFedl  of  heat,  in  this 
way,  is,  indeed,  fo  great,  that  it  renders  the 
adion  of  the  fimples,  with  which  the  water  is 
empregnated,  of  litde  ufe  :  and  it  may  be  almoft 
queftioned,  whether  they  may  not  be  equally 

well 
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well  omitted.  It  h  proper,  however,  when 
fluid  compolitions  are  ufed  in  this  intention, 
that  if  they  are  not  applied  fo  hot,  as  to  giVc 
fome  degree  of  uneafincfs,  they  iliould  be  ufed 
cold.  For  water,  in  a  tepid  ftate,  or  only 
gently  warm,  has  a  relaxing  power,  that  will 
greatly  counterbalance  the  aftringent  ad:ion 
of  the  other  fubflances  \  and  render  them  of 
little  avail. 

FoTUS      E     CICUTA. 

Hefnlock  fomentation. 

Take  of  dried  hemlock,  Uvo  ounces; 
and  of  water,  two  pints.  Put  the  hemlock 
Into  the  water  boiling;  and,  having  con- 
tinued the  heat  for  fome  minutes,  ftrain 
off  the  fomentation  through  flannel. 

Observation, 

The  great  advantages  ariiing  from  the  hem- 
lock fomentation,  in  fome  cafes  folely  ufed, 
and  in  others  with  the  hemlock  pills,  below 
defcribed,  are  demonftrated  in  a  work  lately 
published  at  Vienna  by  Dr.  Stcrck  ;  where 
he  afferts,  that  this  fomentation  alone  will  give 
great  relief  in  the  gout,  and  rheumatifm;  that 
it  will  flop  the  progrefs  of  mortifications ;  and 
procure  a  feparation  ;  and  that,  with  the  aid  of 
the  pills,  it  will  cure  cancers,  fchirruffes,  cede- 
matous  and  fiilulous  ulcers,  and  other  topical 
difeafcs.     The  i^ianner^  in  which  he  prepared, 

and 
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and  ufed  the  fomentation,  was  by  fowing  up 
the  dried  herb  betwixt  two  pieces  of  linnen, 
and  forming,  as  it  w^ere,  a  kind  of  mattrafs, 
by  quilting  them  :  which  niattrafs,  being  put 
into  boiling  w^ater,  for  fome  minutes,  and  the 
fuperfluous  fluid  then  prefled  out^  was  applied 
to  the  parts  afteded.  But  the  ufe  of  the  fomen- 
tation, prepared  as  here  in  the  common  manner, 
and  applied  by  means  of  flannel  dipt  into  it, 
mufl  anfwer  the  fame  end. 


FOTUS    COMMUNIS,   L. 

Common  fomentation. 

Take  of  the  leaves  of  fouthern  -wood,  or 
lavender  cotton,  of  the  tops  of  fea-worm* 
wood,  and  of  camomile  flowers,  all  dried, 
each  one  ounce;  of  bay  leaves  dried,  half 
an  ounce  ^  and  of  water,  three  quarts. 
After  boiling  a  fhort  time,  ftrain  off  the 
water, 

Ob  se  rvati  on. 
This  IS  emollient,  from  the  action  of  the 
warm  water ;  and  difcutient,  from  the  warming, 
and  gently  fl:imuiating  power  of  the  other  in- 
gredients. It  is  in  ufe  in  the  hofpitals  of  Lon- 
don, as  the  common  fomentation. 


FoTus 
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fotus  emolliens. 
Emollient  fomentation. 

Take  of  marfh  mallow  roots,  and  the 
flowers  of  elder,  or,  in  default  of  them, 
the  inner  bark  or  leaves,  each  one  ounce ; 
and  of  linfeed,  half  an  ounce.  Boil  them 
in  four  pints  of  water,  till  two  only  may 
be  ftrained  off :  which  being  done,  to  each  • 
pint,  add  immediately,  at  the  time  of 
its  being  ufed,  two  drams  of  fpirit  of  fal 
Ammoniac. 

Observation. 

This  compofition  is  truly  emollient,  and 
when  ufed,  of  a  gentle  warmth,  of  great  effica- 
cy againft  all  inflammations.  The  other  in- 
gredients confpiring  with  the  warm  water  in  its 
relaxing  and  mollifying  efFccft.  The  fpirit  offal 
Ammoniac,  to  thofe  who  are  not  acquainted 
with  the  peculiar  property  of  volatile  falts  to 
rielax  the  animal  fibres,  may  feem,  from  its 
pungent  nature,  not  confiftent  with  the  inten- 
tion :  but  that  relaxing  power  having  been  ex- 
perimentally proved  beyond  all  doubt,  its 
emollient  aftion  is  a  necellary  confequence. 

The  preceding  fomentation  is,  however,  moft 
generally  ufed  in  common  pradlice,  as  well  in 
the  emollient  intention,  as  where  a  difcutient 
power  is  wanted.  But  the  warming  and  irri- 
tating 
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tating  nature  of  the  other  ingredients,  though 
they  do  not  wholly  take  away,  yet  diminifh 
the  relaxing  effect  of  the  water :  which,  even 
in  its  fimple  ftate,  is  preferable  to  fuch  com- 
pofitions,  in  cafes  of  intenfe  inflammation :  in 
all  which,  fomentations  of  this  nature  fhould 
be  copioufly  ufed :  as  not  only  the  torture 
of  the  patient,  but  the  hazard  of  mifchievous 
confequences,  may  be  greatly  prevented  by 
them, 

FOTUS  CONTRA  SPHACELUM. 

Fomentation  againji  inortijication. 

Take  of  the  common  fomentation,  one 
pound  :  and,  when  heated  to  a  due  warmth^ 
add  of  fpirit  of  wine,  more  or  lefs,  accord- 
ing to  the  exigence,  not  exceeding,  never- 
thelefs,  two  ounces^  and  of  fpirit  of  fal 
Ammoniac,  one  ounce. 

Observation. 
The  addition  of  fpirit  of  fal  Ammoniac,  as 
well  as  fpirit  of  wine,  has  been  ufual  in  prac- 
tice. But  it  may  be  juftly  queftioned,  whe- 
ther the  relaxing  power  of  it  be  not  again  ft  the 
intention.  Inftead  of  it,  therefore,  a  proper 
quantity  of  any  of  the  eflential  oils,  that  are  not 
corrofive,  is  to  be  preferred. 


SECT. 


^oi  Practice  OF 

SECT.    IL 

Of  lotions. 

I  ■     11 — — ■   "     1  ■   ■)*■» — ■ — « —       I  ^ 

LoTio  ASTRiNGENS,    Aqua  aluminofa  Ba-^ 

teana,   dicta,    L. 

AJiringent   lotion. 

TAKE   of  alum,    and  white    vitriol, 
each  half  an  ounce ;  and  of  water,  one 
quart.     DilTolve  the  falts,  by  boiling  them 
in  the  water :   and,  when  the  faeces  have 
fubUded,  filtCF  the  folution  through  paper. 
Observation. 

This  compofition  is  aftringent  y  and,  confe- 
quently,  repellent,  and  ftyptic.  But  there  are 
other  forms,  below  given,  better  accommo- 
dated to  any  of  the  particular  intentions,  in 
which  this  can  be  applied. 

LoTio  COSMETIC  A,  Lotlo  faponacco,  dicta,  L, 
Cofmetic  lotion. 

Take  of  damaik-rofe  water,  three  quarters 
of  a  pint  ;  of  olive  oil,  a  quarter  of  a  pint  3 
and  of  the  ley  of  tartar,  the  meafure  of 
half  an  ounce.  Rub  the  ley  with  the  oil 
(in  a  glafs  or  7narble  mortar)  till  they  be 
mixt :  and  then  gradually  add  the  water. 

O  B  s  E  R* 
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Observ AT  I  o N. 
This  lotion  is  intended  to  clear  the  fkin 
from  thofe  fuperficial  fpots,  and  difcolourings, 
that  afFed:  only  the  epidermis.  It  is,  in  fad, 
no  other  than  an  elegant  compofition  of  fope ; 
which  is  lefs  acrid,  than  where  the  alkaline 
falts  are  acuated  by  lime ;  as  in  the  common 
fope  ley :  but  where  the  common  kinds  of  fope 
do  not  offend  the  fkin,  they  may  be  ufed  with 
the  fame  effe(5l.  A  folution  of  pearl-aihes,  or 
any  other  lixiviate  fait  of  vegetables,  may  be 
fubftituted  for  the  ley  of  tartar :  which  is  much 
more  expenfive  3  and  not  to  be  obtained  at  all 
times. 

LoTio  cosMETicA,  Lax  virginale,  dicta. 
Beautifying  lotion. 

Take  of  Benjamin  powdered,  four  ounces; 
of  ftorax,  one  ounce  j  of  balfam  of  Peru, 
half  an  ounce  ;  and  of  re^lified  fpirit,  one 
pint.  Put  them  together  into  a  mattrafs ; 
of  which  the  neck  muft  be  afterwards  clofed, 
by  inverting  another,  of  fmaller  fize,  into 
it :  and,  luting  the  joint,  fet  the  mattrafs 
then  in  a  gentle  fand-heat ;  and  let  the  mix- 
ture remain  there  for  three  or  four  days, 
frequently  lliaking  the  vefTel.  A  tincl;ure 
will  then  be  formed  by  the  folution  of  the 
other  ingredients  in  the  fpirit :  vvliich  muft 

be 
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be  decanted,  when  cold,  from  the  faeces. 
Of  this  tin6lure,  put  three  tea-fpoonfuls 
into  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  water:  and  the 
mixture  will  affume  a  milky  appearance, 
from  whence  it  is  called  lax  ^virginale. 

Observation. 
This  was  formerly  much  ufed  to  remove 
fpots,  and  thofe  flight  excoriations,  called 
choppingSy  from  the  fkin  of  the  face :  but  it 
is  now  wholly  negleded  in  regular  pradlice. 
There  are  fome  miliary  fpreading  eruptions,  of 
the  flighter  tetterous  kind,  againft  which,  ne- 
verthelefs,  it  is  very  efFeftual :  and  wherever 
it  will  avail,  it  is  to  be  preferred  to  the  more 
aftringent  compoiitions,  into  which  the  metallic 
falts  enter. 

LoTio  DETERGENS,  Aqua  phagedcnica,  dic- 
ta, E. 

Take  of  frefli  lime-^ water,  one  pound  ; 
of  corrofive  mercury  fublimate,  half  a  dram. 
Make  a  folution. 

Observation. 
This  compofition  is  made  on  very  erroneous 
principles.  For,  inftead  of  a  folution  of  the 
fublimate,  a  decompolition  of  it  will  be  made; 
and  a  precipitation  of  the  mercury,  by  the  isi- 
perior  attradion  of  the  faline  part  of  the.  lime. 

This 
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This  lotion  is,  however,  as  its  name  imports, 
intended  as  a  detergent,  and  fpecific,  in  the 
cafe  of  ulcers  of  an  obftinate  and  malign  nature. 
But  where  mercurial  falts  are  intended  to  a6t 
by  their  corrofive  quality,  alkaline  fubftances, 
in  aqueous  vehicles,  mufl  not  be  conjoined  with 
them  in  the  fame  compound. 

LoTio  DETERGENs,Aquafapphirina,DiCTA,X. 
Deterging  lotion. 

Take  of  lime-water,  one  pintj  and  of 
(crude)  fal  Ammoniac,  one  dram.  Let  them 
ftand  together  in  a  copper  vefrel,wath  pieces  of 
copper-plate  immerfed  in  them,  till  the  water 
has  acquired  a  blue  fapphirine  colour. 

Observation. 
This  lotion,  applied  conftantly  to  unkindly 
ulcers,  is  found  a  very  efficacious  detergent: 
and  is,  at  prefent,  in  great  efteem.  It  owes  its 
virtue,  not  only  to  the  irritating  adlion  of  the 
copper ;  but  to  the  (lightly  efcarotic  power  of 
the  lime-water  5  and,  pehaps,  in  fome  cafes  to 
its  alkaline  quality. 

LoTio  detergens,  Aqua  fapphirina,  DICTATE, 
Detergent  lotion. 
This  varies  from  the  preceding,    only  in 
the  proportion  of  the  fal  Ammoniac  5  which 
is  two  drams  inftead  of  one. 

X  Obser- 
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Observation. 

The  variation  of  this  from  the  preceding  is 
not  material  with  refpeft  to  its  medicinal  ef- 
ficacy. For  the  fal  Ammoniac,  being  de- 
compounded by  the  faline  matter  of  the  lime, 
the  v/hole  difference  will  be,  that  this  will 
contain  a  greater  proportion  of  volatile  alkaline 
fait. 

LoTio  EPULOTiCA,  Aqua  calcis,  dicta,  L. 
Cicatrizing  lotion^  sailed  fimple  lime-water. 

Take  of  quick-lime,  one  pound ;  and  of 
water,  one  gallon  and  a  half.  Pour  the 
water  gradually  on  the  lime :  and  after  the 
ebullition  is  over,  and  the  earthy  part  of 
the  lime  has  fubfided,  filter  the  fluid 
through  paper. 

Observation. 

Lirne-water  is  fometimes  ufed  in  the  cafe 
of  obftinate  ulcers :  which,  without  an^  other 
appearance  of  being  of  a  very  unkindly  nature, 
will  not  duly  incarn,  nor  cicatrize.  It  has  been 
found,  on  fuch  occafions,  to  have  its  defired 
effect  of  drying  ulcers  ;  which,  perhaps,  may 
be  moft  properly  afcribed  to  its  alkaline  quality, 
producing  a  change  in  the  nature  of  the  matter 
difcharged.  But  in  cafes  of  evident  foulnefs  in 
the  ulcers,  the  combination  of  copper  with  the 
lime-water,  as  in  the  preceding  lotion,  called 

aqiia 
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dqica  fapphiri?2a^  renders  it  much  more  effi* 
cacious. 

LoTio  EPULOTiCA,  Aqua  calcis,  dicta,  E. 
Cicatrizing  lotion^  r<^//(f^  (imple-lime  water. 

This  varies  from  the  preceding,  only  in 
the  proportion  of  water  to  tlie  lime,  which 
13  here  two  gallons,  to  one  pound. 

Ob  S  E  RVAT  ION. 

'  The  difference  of  this  from  the  preceding, 
is  only  in  the  inferior  ftrength  of  the  impregna- 
tion of  the  water,  by  the  caicarious  matter :  but 
for  external  ufe,  the  ftronger  is  to  be  preferred ; 
as  a  flight  caufticity,  which  is  fcarcely  found  in 
the  weaker,  is  neceflary  to  the  effed:. 

LoTio  MERCURiALis,  Aqua  aluminofa,  dic- 
ta, E. 
Mercurial  lotion^  called  alum- water. 

Take  of  corrofive  mercury  fubllmate,  and 

of   roch   alum,    each  two  drams.      Being 

pounded,   let  them  be  boiled  in  two  pints 

of  water,  till  half  be  confumed  :  and  when 

the  folution  has  flood  fcill,   and  a  fediment 

is  formed,  let  the  clear  fluid  be  poured  off 

from  it. 

Observation. 
The   boiUng  is  wholly   unnecefTary,    after 
the  falts  are  diffolved,  and  may  be,  therefore, 

X  2  fhortned; 
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ihortned  s  due  allowance  being  made  In  tlie 

proportion  of  water  added. 

This  compofition  is  fpecific,  in  the  cafe  of  the 
itch,  and  other  fimilar  cutaneous  difeafes,  from 
the  mercury ;  and  aftringent,  from  the  alum  5 
and  where  fuch  intentions  are  concurrent,  is, 
confequently,  efficacious. 

LoTiOREFELLENs,Lotio  ad  Herpetem,  DICTA, 

N.  S.  B. 

Repellent  lotion  Jor  the  cure  of  tetters. 

Take  of  white  vitriol,  one  dram  and  a 
half^  and  of  fugar  of  lead,  one  dram. 
Gradually  pour  on  them,  of  lime-water, 
twelve  ounces ;  and  of  camphorated  fpirit 
of  wine,  one  ounce  and  a  half.  Mix  them, 
that  they  may  form  a  lotion. 

Observat  I  ON. 
This  compofition  is  formed  on  erroneous 
principles.  For  the  fugar  of  lead,  and  white 
vitriol,  on  which  its  repelling  adlion  mufl  prin- 
cipally depend,  are  analyfed  by  the  faline  alka- 
line matter  of  the  lime-water :  the  lead,  in  the 
iirft,  being  precipitated  from  the  acetous  acid  ; 
and  the  zinc,  in  the  latter,  from  the  vitriolic. 
Thefe  metallic  bodies  have,  indeed,  in  their 
fimple  ftate,  to  which  they  are  here  reduced, 
fome  degree  of  the  fame  repellent  power ;  but 
too  inconfiderable  to  be  adequate  to  the  efFedl 
rj^quired.    The  lime-water  itfelf  is,  moreover, 

weakened 
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weakened  by  the  neutralization,  which  part  of 
the  calcarious  matter  undergoes,  from  its  com- 
bination with  the  vinegar  and  vitriolic  acid, 
that  conftituted,  in  part,  the  metallic  falts. 
The  fpirit  of  wine  will,  likewife,  let  fall  the 
camphor  on  its  dilution,  by  the  lime  water; 
which,  meeting  with  no  menftruum  proper 
for  its  folution,  will,  confequently,  afTume  the 
form  of  powder.  It  is,  therefore,  better  to 
keep  thefe  difcordant  ingredients  feparate ;  and 
either  to  commix  the  falts,  diflblved  in  as 
little  water  as  poffible,  with  the  camphor  dif- 
Iblved  in  a  highly-redlified  fpirit  of  wine  j  or  to 
ufe  the  two  folutions  diftindlly. 

The  intention  of  this  compofition  is  to  repelf, 
by  the  fugar  of  lead,  white  vitriol,  and  fpirit 
of  wine ;  to  difcufs,  by  the  camphor ;  to  de- 
terge, by  the  lime-water  j  and,  thus,  to  pre- 
vent, as  well  as  difperfe,  and  heal  thofe  mi- 
nute tumours  and  exulcerations,  of  which  the 
tetterous  Ipots  are  formed. 

LoTio  REPELLENS,  Aqua  vitriolica,  dicta,  E. 

Repellent  lotion. 

Take  of  white  vitriol,  two  drams  5  and 
of  fpring  water,  two  pounds.  Boil  them, 
till  the  vitriol  be  difTolvedj  and  filter  the 
folution. 

Observation. 
This  folution  is  repellent;   but  is  not  fre- 
quently ufed  (imply :   it  being  more  common 

X  3  to 
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to  conjoin  fugar  of  lead,  alum,  or  other  aftrin- 

gent  faline  fubftances,  with  the  white  vitriol. 

Lot  10  STYPTIC  A  J    Aqua  vitriolica  caerulea, 

PICTA,    I/. 

Styptic  lotion. 

Take  of  blue  vitriol,  three  ounces ;  of 
alum,  and  of  flrong  fpirit  of  vitriol,  each 
two  ounces ;  and  of  water,  a  pint  and  a  half. 
Boil  the  falts  in  the  water,  till  they  be  dif- 
folved.  Then  add  the  oil  of  vitriol ;  and 
ftrain  the  mixture  through  paper. 

Observation. 

This  is  given,  in  the  Pharmacopeia  of  the  col* 
lege  of  London,  as  an  emendation  of  the  com- 
pofition  recommended,  by  Sydenham,  in  cafes 
of  profufe  bleedings  at  the  nofe.  But  it  had  bet- 
ter have  been  wholly  rejeded,  with  refped:  to 
this  intention.  For,  as  it  is  fcarcely  pradicable 
to  apply  any  ftyptic  to  the  veiTels  in  the  palTages 
of  the  nofe,  without  hazard  of  fome  part  being 
fwallowed,  the  ufe  of  blue  vitriol,  and  all  cor- 
rofions  of  copper,  are  highly  improper  in  fuch 
compofitions  ^  as  they  will  not,  if  they  reach  the 
ftomach,  though  even  in  very  fmall  quantities, 
fail  to  excite  violent  vomitings;  than  which, 
nothing  could  more  conduce  to  promote  the 
haemorrhage;  and  render  it  dangeroufly  irre- 
mediable.    Nor  is,  indeed,  the  blue  vitriol  it- 

felf. 
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felf,  confidered  abftracftedly  from  this  quality, 
the  moft  eligible  ftyptic  :  as  green  vitriol,  cal- 
cined to  rednefs,  is  much  more  efficacious  in 
that  intention:  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  is  free 
from  the  emetic  quality  of  the  blue^  fo  inju- 
rious in  this  cafe. 

LoTio  STYPTIGA,  Aqua  ftyptica,  dicta,  E. 

Styptic  lotion. 
Take  of  roch  alum,  and  of  blue  vitriol, 
each  three  ounces ;  and  of  fpring  v^ater, 
two  pounds.  Boil  therrf,  till  the  fait  be  dif- 
folved ;  and,  having  filtered  the  fluid,  add 
of  oil  of  vitriol,  two  drams. 

Observation. 
This  compofition  is  formed  in  the  fame  in* 
tention  as  the  preceding  :  and  is  liable  to  the 
fame  objeftion,  on  account  of  the  blue  vitriol. 
It  is,  other  wife,  more  efficacious,  by  the  addi- 
tion of  the  alum :  which  is  a  more  powerful 
aftringent,  than  the  blue  vitriol. 

LoTIO  SULPHUREA,    N.S.T. 

Sulphur  lotio72. 

Take  of  crude  fulphur,  prepared,  fix 
ounces ;  and  of  the  fimple  lime-water  of  the 
London  Pharmacopeia^  one  gallon.  Boil 
them,  till  one  pound  be  confumed. 

X   4  OpSER- 
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Observation. 
This  lotion,  by  the  fpecific  effedl  of  the 
fulphur,  and  the  corrofive  quality  of  the  lime- 
water,  cures  fome  cutaneous  eruptive  diforders. 
But  the  ftrong  and  difguftly  fmell,  as  well  as 
the  acrimony  of  the  lime-water,  render  other 
medicaments  more  eligible,  where  large  parts 
require  to  be  wafhed. 


SECT.     IIL 

Of  embrocations. 
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Embrocatio  astringens. 
AJiringent    embrocation. 

TAKE  of  fugar  of  lead,  one  dram  ; 
and  of  alum,  and  white  vitriol,  each 
half  a  dram.  Powder,  and  then  difTolve 
them  in  an  ounce  of  tin6lure  of  red  rofes:. 
DifTolve,  alfo,  two  drams  of  terra  Japonicay 
jn  an  ounce  and  a  half  of  reftified  fpirit  of 
wine  :  and,  having  mixt  the  two  folutions, 
let  them  ftand  at  reft  fome  time,  and  then 
pour  off  the  clear  part  of  the  fluid  froni  the 
fediment. 

O  B  S  E  RVATION. 

This  compo/ition  is  very  aflringent^    and, 
confequently,    highly  repellent  :    the   ingre- 
dients. 
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dients,  of  which  it  is  formed,  being  fuch  as 
poflefs  that  quality  in  the  higheft  degree.  It 
muft,  however^  be  applied  carefully;  if ufed 
in  cafes  of  eruption  ;  or  fluxion  on  any  part : 
as  it  has  no  tendency  to  the  difcharge  of  the  hu- 
mours, but  only  repulfes  them  back  from  the 
part. 

Embrocatio  astringens,  Tindura  Satur- 

nina,  dicta,  L, 

Ajlrlngent  embrocation^  r^/zV^tindure  of  lead. 

Take  of  fugar  of  lead,  and  of  green  vi- 
triol, each  two  ounces  ;  and  of  rectified 
fpirit  of  wine,  one  quart.  Powder  the 
falts  feparately  :  and  then  put  them  into  the 
fpirit ;  and  let  them  ftand  to  diflblve  with- 
out heat  :  after  which,  filter  the  folution 
through  paper. 

Observation. 

This  compofition  is  confiderably  aftringent  3 
and,  confequently,  repellent  and  flyptic :  but 
not  in  fo  high  a  degree,  as  the  preceding. 

Embrocatio  astringens,    Acetum  lithar- 

gyritis,  dicta,  £. 
AJlringent  embrocation^  r^//(?<^vinegar  of  litharge. 

Take  of  litharge,    four  ounces ;   and  of 

the  beft  vinegar,  one  pound.     Digell  them, 

in 
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in  a  fand-heat,  for  three  days,  often  fhaking 

the  veffel :   and  then  filter  the  folution. 

Observation. 

This  procefs  produces,  in  fadl,  nothing 
elfe  but  a  folution  of  fugar  of  lead  :  as  the  acid 
part  of  the  vinegar,  and  the  litharge,  which  is 
calcined  lead,  combine,  and  form  that  fait : 
wrhich  neceffarily  remains  diiTolved  in  the 
aqueous  part  of  the  vinegar.  This  produces, 
confequently,  when  filtered,  a  folution,  no 
way  different  from  that  which  may  be  made, 
by  diifolving  fugar  of  lead,  already  prepared,  in 
water ;  unlefs  with  regard  to  fome  oleous  fub- 
fiances,  that  with  the  acid  and  water  conftitute 
crude  vinegar :  and  of  which,  fome  part  may 
remain  yet  combined  with  the  water  and  fugar 
of  lead :  but  which,  neverthelefs,  have  no  rela- 
tion to  the  medicinal  qualities  of  the  compound. 

This  embrocation,  therefore,  being  only  a 
folution  of  fugar  of  lead,  is,  confequently,  aftrin- 
gent  and  repellent. 

Embrocatio    communis,     Spiritus   vino- 

fus  camphoratus ;    &  fpiritus  vini  cam- 

phoratus  5    dicta,     L.  &  E. 

Common     embrocation^      called    camphorated 

fpirit  of  wine. 

Take  of  camphor,  (powdered)  two  ounces ; 

and  of   reftified  fpirit  of  wine,  one  quart. 

Mix 
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Mix  them,  that  the  camphor  may  be  dif- 
folved. 

O  B  S  E  R  VAT  I  O  N. 

This  embrocation  is  difcutient,  and  antiipaf- 
modic.  It  was  formerly  in  conftant  ufe  in  all 
fprains  and  contufions :  but  modern  obferva- 
tion  has  taught,  that  where  there  is  danger  of 
great  inflammation,  the  ufe  of  fuch  irritating, 
and  aftri^gent  fubftances,  is  highly  injurious.  . 

Embrocatio  sapqnacea  resolvens,    Lini- 

mentum  faponaceuiij,  dicta,  L. 
Saponaceous  embrocation^   commonly  called  opo- 
deldoc. 

Take  of  the  fpirit  of  rofemary,  one  pint  j 

of  hard  Spanifli  fope,  three  ounces;   and 

of  camphor,  one  ounce.    Digeft  the  fope  in 

the  fpirit  of  rofemary,  till  it  be  diifolved  y 

and  then  add  the  camphor. 

Observation. 
This  compofition  is  difcutient,  from  the  re- 
folvent  power  of  the  fope,  and  the  corrobora- 
tive quality  of  the  fpirit  of  wine.  It  is,  ac- 
cordingly, applied  to  tumours  arifing  from  vif- 
cid  and  concreted  humours ;  and,  lefs  properly, 
to  fuch  as  are  caufed  by  contufions,  or  violent 
extenlions  of  the  velTels  by  fprains. 

Embro- 
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Embrocatio  saponacea  resolvens,  Balfa- 
mum  faponaceum  vu\go  opodeldoc^  dicta,  E. 

Take  of  rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  four 
pounds  s  and  of  white  Spanifli  fope,  ten 
ounces.  Digefl  them  in  a  gentle  heat,  till 
the  fope  be  difTolved ;  and  then  add  of 
camphor,  two  ounces  ;  and  of  the  diftilled 
oils  of  rofemary,  and  origanum,  each  half 
an  ounce. 

Observation. 
This  is  much  the  fame  with  the  preceding : 
except  in  the  addition  of  the  oil  of  origanum ; 
which  is  an  improper  ingredient  to  enter,  in  ^o 
large  a  proportion,  into  compofitions  for  exter- 
nal application,  from  its  very  acrid  cauftic 
qualities. 

Embrocatio  saponacea  resolvens  et 
ANODYNA,  Balfamum  anodynum  vulgo  jB^^- 
teanufUy  dicta,  E. 

Anodyne  and  refolvenf  embrocation^  called  Bates's 
anodyne  balfam. 

Take  of  Spanifh  fope,  two  ounces  ;  of 
opium,  unprepared,  half  an  ounce  ;  and 
of  redified  fpirit  of  wine,  eighteen  ounces. 
Digefl  them  in  a  fand-bath,  with  a  gentle 

heat  5 
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heat  s  and  to  the  fluid,  ftrained  off,  add 
of  camphor,  fix  drams  j  and  of  diftilled  oil 
of  rofemary,   one  dram. 

Observation. 

This  compofition  is  the  fame  with  the  pre- 
ceding, except  that  the  proportion  of  fope  is 
greater;  the  oil  of  origanum,  advantageoufly 
omitted ;  and  the  opium  added,  to  give  a  nar- 
cotic power  to  the  compofition.  It  is  ufed, 
therefore,  in  the  fame  cafes  as  the  preceding, 
where  great  pain  is  an  attendant  fymptom. 


SECT.     IV, 

Of  collyriums. 


CoLLYRiuM  DETERGE NS,   Collyrium  vitrio- 

Ileum,  DICTUM,  A^.  aS.  7*. 

Detergent  collyrium  of  St.  Thomas's  Hofpitaly  called 

vitriolic  collyrium. 

TA  K  E  of  white  vitriol,  half  a  fcruple ; 
and  of  water,  two  ounces.  Mix  them, 
by  dijfohing  the  white  vitriol  in  the  water. 

It  is  ah^b  prepared  with  double  the  pro- 
portion of  watery  and  is  then  called  the 
diluted  vitriolic  collyrium. 

Obser^ 
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Observation. 
The  white  vitriol  is  deterging^  and  repel lenf  5 
and,  therefore,  not  only  caufes  the  minute  ex^ 
ulcerations,  on  the  edges  of  the  eye-lids,  to 
heal ;  but  prevents  the  flux  of  humours  that 
produces  them. 


Cf 


CoLLYRiUMt)ETERGENs,Aquavitriolicacam- 
phorata,  dictum,  L. 

Take  of  white  vitriol,  half  an  ounce  y 
of  camphor,  two  drams  s  ^nd  of  boiUng 
water,  one  quart.  Mix  them  ;  that  the  vi- 
triol may  be  dilTolved  j  and,  after  the  f^ces 
have  fubfided,  filter  the  folution  through 
paper, 

O  bservati  on. 
Camphor,  in  its  limple  ftate,  will  not  fuffer 
itfelf  to  be  dilTolved  in  water  by  any  means  hi- 
therto known :  and  feparating,  confequently,  in 
this  preparation,  from  the  water,  when  grown 
cold,  forms  thofe  fceces,  that  are  directed  to  be 
taken  away  by  filtering  through  paper.  The  re- 
maining fluid  v/ill,  therefore,  be  nothing  more 
than  a  folution  of  white  vitriol  in  water  :  differ- 
ing from  the  preceding,  only  in  the  proportion 
of  fait  to  the  v/ater  3  which  is  double :  but 
feems  not  to  exceed  what  is  neceflary  to  render 
the  collyrium  duly  efficacious. 

Colly- 
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collyrium  repellens. 
Repellent  collyrium. 

Take  of  white  vitriol,   and  fugar  of  lead, 

both  powdered,   each   half  a  fcruple.     Dif-- 

folve  them  in  two  ounces  of  rofe-water. 

Observation. 

This,  though  fimple,  is  the  moft  efficacious 
of  any  of  the  repellent  collyriums :  and  will,  in 
moft  cales,  by  frequent  ufe,  drive  off  the  flux 
of  humours,  that  occaiion  inflammation.  But 
care  muft  be  taken  not  to  fufl^er  it  to  oflfend  the 
fenfible  membranes  of  the  eye ;  which  would 
rather  increafe,  than  relieve  the  inflammation. 


SEC  T.     V. 

Of  gargles. 

GargarisxMa  detergens,  Gargarifma  com- 
muniJ;i  dicta,  N.S.T.    &  S.B. 

Detergent  gargle. 

TA  K  E  of  tinfture  of  rofes,  one  pound ; 
and  of  honey  of  rofes,  two  ounces- 
Mix  them  ;  that  they  may  form  a  gargle. 

Ob  ser- 


^ZO  t^RACTiCE     6F 

O  BSERVAT  I  O  N. 

This  is  the  gargle  ufed  on  common  occafions. 
But  an  addition  is  frequently  made  to  it,  of 
red  wine,  or  other  fuch  gentle  repellent  fub- 
ftances,  as  are  proper  to  enter  the  mouth. 


Gargarisma  contra  gangrenam. 
Gargarifm  for  the   malignant  fore   throats. 

Take  of  the  peftoral  deco6lion,  fevert 
ounces  ;  of  the  honey  of  rofes,  one  ounce; 
and  of  fpirit  of  fait,  thirty  drops.  Mix 
them  ;  that  they  may  form  a  gargle.  It 
was,  till  lately,  the  pra6lice,  inftead  of  the 
fpirit  of  fait,  to  add  a  dram,  or  fometimes 
two,  of  the  crude  fal  Ammoniac. 

Ob  s  ervation. 

This  compofition,  prepared  with  the  fal  Am- 
moniac, inftead  of  the  fpirit  of  fait,  was  ufed, 
as  was  faid,  with  great  fuccefs  in  thofe  malig- 
nant cafes,  that  were  diftinguifhed  by  the  name 
of  the  Pelhamfore  throats.  But,  on  the  late  pre- 
valence of  the  fevers  attended  with  fore  throats, 
along  with  other  malignant  fymptoms,  fome 
praftitioners  of  great  eminence  changed  the  fal 
Ammoniac  for  the  fpirit  of  fait :  which  was  faid 
by  them  to  be  found  much  more  efficacious. 

Gar- 
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Gargarisma  ad    PARALYSIN,  N.S.B. 
Gargle  againjl  paralytic  affeSfions. 

Take  of  pcUitory  of  Spain,  one  ounce ; 
and  boil  it  in  a  fufficient  quantity  of  water 
to  ftrain  off  one  pint :  which  being  done, 
add  half  an  ounce  of  fpirit  of  fal  Am- 
moniac. 

Observation. 
This  compoiition  afts  on  the  nerves  of  the 
parts  aiFefted,  by  fhe  ftimulating  power,  both 
of  the  pellitory  of  Spain,  and  the  fpirit  of  fal 
Ammoniac. 

Gargarisma  repellens,  Gargarifma  alumi- 
nofa,  dicta,  N.S.T. 

Take  of  the  common  gargle,  eighteen 
ounces  >  of  alum,  half  an  ounce.  Mix 
them,  by  diflblving  the  alum  in  the  gargle. 

Observation. 
This  is  more  aftringent  than  the  common 
gargle,  by  the  addition  of  the  alum :  and  may 
be,  thefefore,  confidered  as  repellent,  as  well 
as  detergent  j  and,  confequently,  proper  to  be 
applied,  when  that  intention  arifes  from  the 
circumftances  which  attend  diforders  of  tiie 
mouth,  and  throat. 

Y  Gar- 
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Gargarisma   specifica,    Gargarlfma  con- 
trayerva,  dicta,  N.  S.  B. 

Specif  c  gargle^  called  contrayerva  gargle. 

Take  of  harts  horn,  one  ounce  3  and  of 
contrayerva  root,  powdered,  half  an  ounce. 
Boil  them  in  a  fufficient  quantity  of  water, 
to  admit  of  twelve  ounces  of  fluid  being 
ftrained  off.  It  is  fometimes  prepared  with 
the  beft  vinegar,  inftead  of  water. 

Observation. 
This  gargle  muft  be  fuppofed  to  operate, 
from  the  peculiar  quality  of  the  contrayerva, 
in  thofe  diforders  of  the  mouth  and  throat, 
which  take  their  rife  from  that  febrile  ftate,^ 
which  this  fimple  is  faid  to  cure  by  its  ipecific 
qualities.  For  the  gargle  is  neither  repellent, 
detergent,  nor  adapted  to  the  effeftuating  any 
other  of  the  external  curative  intentions.  ?  .orr'^  - 


SECT.     VL 

Of  tinSliires. 


jU« 


^      \    TiNCTURA   CANTHARIDUM,   L. 

TinBure  of  cantharides. 

TAKE   of    cantharldes,   bruifed,  two 
drams  3   of  cochineel,  half  a  dram; 
and  of  proof  fpirit,    one  pint  and  a  half. 

:  After 
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After  digeftion,  filter  the  tinfture  through 
paper.  *^ 

Observation. 

This  tindhire  poflefles  all  the  peculiar  qua- 
lities of  the  cantharides ;  and  is,  therefore,  epi- 
fpaftic,  and  antifpafmodic.  By  ufing  it  as  an  em- 
brocation, at  pfoper  intervals,  for  fome  time,  any 
part  may  be  bliftered  in  the  fame  manner,  as  by 
the  application  of  the  cantharides  themfelves  in 
fubftancc;  and  the  effed:  may  be  continued  by 
the  fame  means  for  any  length  of  time  defired. 

Paralytic  limbs,  that  have  been  deprived 
wholly  of  fenfe  and  motion  for  a  long  time, 
may  be  reftored  by  a  perfeyerance  in  this  me- 
thod  of  bliftering :  when  all  other  means  fail. 
But  the  effecft  riiuft  be  gradually  produced,  by 
an  application  of  the  tinfture  firft  at  the  extre- 
mity of  the  limb  afFefted,  on  as  large  a  fur- 
face  as  the  patient  can  bear,  without  ilrangury ; 
which  will  be  caufed,  if  too  great  a  quantity 
of  the  tincture  be  ufed :  and  then  advancing 
higher,  till  ^he  intention  be  fully  anfwered, 

Tinctura  cantharidum,   E. 
I'inSfure  of  cantharides. 

Take  of  cantharides,  two  drams  ;  and 
of  re£lified  fpirit  of  wine,  one  pound  and  a 
half  Digeft  for  two  days  ;  and  to  the  fil- 
tered tinftu  re,  ad4  of.balfam  ofCapivi,  an 
ounce  and  a  half  5  and  of  cochineel,  one 
-      enO  y  2  dram. 
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dram.    Digefl  in  a  fand-heat  for  four  days  j 
and  then  filter  off  the  tinflure. 

Observation. 
This  differs  from  the  preceding,  only  in  the 
addition  of  the  balfam  of  Capivi :  which,  for 
external  ufe,  is  much  better  omitted  j  as  it 
would  give  uneafinefs,  by  its  irritation  on  the 
bliftered  fkin,  without  any  advantage,  or  bene- 
fit, with  refpe<a  to  the  intention  of  cur«. 

TiNCTURA    MYRRHJE,    L.  &  E. 

^inSlure  of  myrrh. 

Take  of  myrrh,  three  ounces ;  and  of 
proof  fpirit,  one  quart.  Digcft  them  to- 
gether J  and  then  ftrain  off  the  tincture. 

Observation. 
This  tinfture  is  fometimes  applied  as  a  de- 
tergent, in  the  cafe  of  foul  ulcers :  but  more 
frequently,  and  properly,  for  promoting  the 
exfoliation  of  bones.  It  is  alfo  ufed  limply, 
or  with  the  addition  of  other  fimilar  medica- 
ments, as  a  dentifrice  j  and  to  remove  apthae, 
and  fcorbutic  difor4ers  of  the  gums,  and 
mouth* 

TiNCTURA    ROSARUM,   L.  &  E. 

V*- 

See  Infufum  rofarum* 

Obser- 
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Observation. 

This  tindlure,  as  it  is  improperly  called,  is 
aftringent  j  but  that  quality  is  more  owing  to 
the  vitriolic  acid,  contained  in  it,  than  to  the 
rofes.  It  is  ufed  frequently  for  gargles :  but 
moftly  with  the  addition  of  honey  of  rofes,  or 
of  other  ingredients. 

TiNCTURA    SATURNINA,   L, 

Sec  Emhrocatio  aftringensy  Tindura  faturnina, 

TiNCTURA   TERR/B  JaPONICA,   L. 

^tTT^lure  of  gum  refin^  called  Japan  earth. 

Take  of  Japan  earth,  three  ounces ;  of 
cinnamon,  two  ounces  j  and  of  proof  fpirit, 
one  quart.  After  digeftion,  drain  off  the 
fpirit. 

Ob^erva'Tion. 

This  tindhire  is  moderately  aftringent  j  and, 
C56nfequently,  repellent ;  as  well  from  the  qua- 
Kties  of  the  fpirit  of  wine,  as  from  thofe  of  the 
ttrra  Japoitica.  It  is  not,  however,  frequent- 
ly uftd  externally,  without  other  additions. 


Y  3  SECT. 


326  Practice  or 

SEC  T,    VIL 

Of  injeSiions. 


Injectio   emolliens. 
JEmoIlient  injeciion, 

TAKE  oflinfeed,  half  an  ounce  3  and 
of  the  roots  of  marfli  mallows,  on? 
bunce.  Boil  them  in  a  quart  of  water, 
till  half  be  wafted,  then  ftrain  off  the  re-« 
mainder^  and,  having  diffolved  in  it  a 
dram  of  gum  Arabic,  add  one  ounce  of 
cerufs  ;  and  mix  it  we]l  with  the  fluid  by 
fhaking,  that  they  may  form  an  injeftion. 

Observation. 

This  Injecftion  is  emollient ;  and  will,  when 
thrown  into  the  urethra,  in  cafe  of  excoriations, 
lubricate,  and  defend  the  inflamed  and  tender 
parts  from  the  irritation  of  the  urine ;  or  qf  any 
acrid  running.  But  to  render  thefe  kinds  of 
injedions  of  any  material  efficacy,  they  muft 
be  frequently  repeated  ;  which,  with  the  little 
benefit  otherwife  found  from  them,  has  occa- 
fioned  their  being  much  negleded  in  the  pre* 
fent  pradlice. 
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Inject  10  emolliens,    Injedlo   e  trochifcis 

albis  Rhazis,  dicta. 

Emollient  injeSlion^  called  the  injedion  from  the 

white  troches  of  Razi. 

Prepare  firll:  the  white  troches  of  Razi, 
according  to  the  Edinburg,  and  other 
Pharmacopeias^  as  follows. 

Take  of  cerufs,  ten  drams  5  of  farcocol, 
three  drams ;  of  gum  tragacanth,  and  of 
flarch,  each  two  drams  3  of  camphire, 
half  a  dram  ;  and  of  rofe  water,  a  fufficient 
quantity.  Mix  j  and  make  them  into 
troches. 

Powder  two  drams  of  thefe  troches ;  and, 
having  put  the  powder  into  four  ounces 
of  hot  water,  fhake  the  mixture  well  to- 
gether for  a  confiderable  time. 

Or  ufe,  inftead  of  thefe  troches,  the 
pulvis  e  cerujfa  compojita  of  the  London  Phar-- 
macopeia  ;  which  is  thus  prepared. 

Take  of  cerufs,  four  ounces  j  of  farco- 
col, half  an  ounce  ;  and  of  gum  tragacanth, 
half  ail  ounce.  Make  the  whole  into  a 
powder, 

y  4  Other- 
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Othcrwife,  diflblve  the  gum,  farcocol,  and 
tragacanth,  in  the  due  proportion  of  water  ; 
and  add  the  cerufs  to  the  folution. 

Observation, 

The  laft  method  is  the  moft  expedient: 
the  ingredients  in  the  firft  recipe,  that  arc 
omitted  in  the  other,  being  no  way  neceflary 
with  relation  to  the  intention  :  and,  indeed,  the 
mixing  the  cerufs  with  the  others  previoufly, 
prevents  their  being  fo  readily  and  effedlually 
diilblved. 

This  compofition  is  applicable  to  the  fame 
purpofes  as  the  preceding,  and  has  been  gene^* 
rally  ufed ;  but  it  is,  however,  inferior  to  it. 
The  mucilage,  formed  by  the  linfeed  and  marfh 
mallows,  being  more  emollient,  than  the  glu- 
tinous fluid,  produced  from  the  folution  of  th§ 
iarcoeol,  and  gum  tragacanth, 

Injectio  petergens, 

JDeter^ent  injeSlion. 

Take  of  mel  JEgyptiacumj  one  ounce  j 
and  add  to  it  fix  ounces  of  water ;  or  a 
greater,  or  lef?,  proportion,  as  occafion 
may  make  neceflary.  Mix  them  thoroughly 
well,  by  ihaking  them  well  together. 

Observation. 
This  injeftion  is  proper  to  be  ufed  in  the 
cafe  of  finuous,   and  other  cavernous  ulcers, 

wh?f? 
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where  the  medicaments  cannot  be  made  to 
reach  by  other  methods  of  application.  It  not 
only  cleanfes  ;  but,  by  gently  inflaming,  caufes 
I  the  fides  of  the  cavities  to  unite  by  incarnation ; 
when  they  are  otherwife  not  dii^ofed  to  fuch 
union. 

InJECTIO  REPELLENS. 

Repellent  injeElion. 

Take  of  rofe  water,  four  ounces ;  of 
fugar  of  lead,  two  drams  ;  and  of  white  vi- 
triol, one  dram.  Diflblve  the  metallic  falts 
in  the  rofe  water,  that  they  may  form  an 
injeftion. 

Observation. 

This  injedion  is  greatly  repellent;  and  will, 
if  thrown  up  the  urethra,  frequently  flop  the 
mucous,  and  purulent  gleets.  But  it  ought  to 
be  ufed  with  great  caution,  where  there  can  be 
the  leail  doubt,  that  a  venereal  taint  caufes  the 
^ifcharge. 


$  E  C  T, 
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SECT.    VIIL 

Of  oils. 


Oleum  camphoratum,  E. 
Campharated  oil. 

TAKE  of  frefh  oil  of  almonds,  or 
of  linfeed,  two  ounces  3  and  of  cam- 
phor, one  Warn  ^  which  muft  be  diflblved 
jn  the  oil, 

ObSERVAT  ION. 

This  compound  is  emollient,  from  the  oil ; 
and  difcutient  and  antiipafmodic,  frorrt  the  cam- 
phor :  but  it  is  rarely  ufed  in  pradlice  here, 
thofe  intentions  not  frequently  coinciding. 

Oleum  cer-®. 
Oil  of  wax. 
Take  of  yellow  wax,  any  quantity.  Melt 
it  with  double  its  weight  of  fand.  Put  theni 
into  a  retort,  and  diftil  with  a  fand-heat 
There  will  firft  come  over  an  acid  fluid  j 
and  then  a  thick  oil ;  which  will  adhere  to 
the  neck  of  the  retort,  unlefs  melted  down 
into  the  receiver  by  means  of  a  burning 
coal.    It  may  be  rectified  into  an  oil  of  a 

thin 
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thin  confiflence,  by  feveral  repeated  diflilla- 
tions  in  a  fand-heat,  without  addition* 

Observation. 

The  thick  oil,  which  comes  over  on  the  ifirft 
diftillation^  is  moft  generally  called  butter  of 
waXj  from  its  butter-like  conliftence  :  and  in 
that  ftate,  it  is  more  proper  for  fome  kind  of 
applications,  than  when  thinner.  The  butter 
and  oil  of  wax  are  extremely  emollient ;  and 
more  efficacious,  than  any  other  known  medi- 
caments, for  choppings  of  the  fkin,  in  the  lips 
or  hands.  It  may  be  alfo  well  fubftituted,  in 
many  cafes,  for  tjie  expreffed  oils  of  vegetables: 
becaufe  it  never  turns  rancid,  like  them- 

Oleum  CHAMJEMELi,  E. 
Oil  of  camomile. 

Take  of  camomile,  the  whole  herb 
with  the  flowers,  bruifed,  one  pound  -,  and 
of  olive  oil,  three  pounds.  Boil  them  gently, 
till  the  herb  be  almoft  crifp  j  and  ftrain  olF 
the  oil  with  prefTure. 

Observation. 

This  is  emollient,  from  the  oil ;  and  difcu- 
tient,  and  antiipafmodic,  from  the  camomile. 
jBut  it  is  not  much  in  ufe  here,  at  prefent. 

.     Oleum 
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Oleum  kyperici,  L. 

Oil   of  St.    j^ohn's    wort 

Take  of  the  flowers  of  St.  John's  wort, 
full-blown,  frefh,  and  carefully  freed  from 
their  calyxes,  four  ounces;  and  of  oil  of 
olives,  one  quart.  The  oil  being  poured  on 
the  flowers,  let  them  (land  together,  till  it  be 
fufficiently  tinged. 

ObSE  RVAT  ION* 

This  oil  is  emollient,  and  fuppurativc  j  and, 
when  combined  with  refinous  or  balfamic  fub- 
ftances,  digeftive.  In  which  lafl:  intention  it 
is  at  prefent  ufed,  by  fome  eminent  practi- 
tioners, combined  with  balfam  of  Capivi, 
where  ulcers  fhew  a  diipofition  to  remain 
crude. 

Oleum  e  mucila©inibus>  X. 
0/7  of  mucilages. 

Take  of  the  frefh  roots  of  marfli  mallows, 
half  a  pounds  of  linfeed,  and  fenugreek 
feed,  each  three  ounces  -,  of  water,  one 
quart ;  and  of  oil  of  olives,  three  quarts. 
Boil  the  roots,  and  feeds,  previoufly  bruifed, 
in  the  water,  for  half  an  hour.  After- 
wards add  the  oil  5  and  repeat  the  boiling, 

tiU 
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tin  the  water  be  quite  wafted.  Then  pour 
the  oil  carefully  off  from  the  feculence. 

Observation* 

This  compound  is  emollient,  from  the  quali-^ 
ties  of  all  the  ingredients ;  and  fuppurative,  in 
cafes  where  inflammation  retards  the  progrefs 
to  that  ftate.  It  is,  however,  when  ufed  iq 
the  laft  intention,  moftly  combined  with  othet 
medicaments,  in  the  form  of  a  piafter. 

Oleum  sambucinum,  L. 
Oil  of  elder. 
Take  of  elder  flowers,  one  pound ;.  and 
of  oil  of  olives,  one  quart  Boil  them  toge- 
ther, till  the  flowers  be  almoft  crifp ;  and 
then  prefs  out  the  oil,  and  let  it  ftand  at 
reft,  that  the  f^ces  may  fubfide, 

Ob  SE  R  VAT  ION. 

This  oil  is  very  emollient ;  and  is  ufed  for' 
burns  and  fcalds,  to  allay  the  inflammation :  as 
alfo  fometimes  in  the  cafe  of  eryfipelatous  erup- 
tions and  biles. 

Olejum  sulphuratum,  N.S.T. 
Sulphurated  oil. 

Take  of  oil  of  olives,  eight  ounces;  and 
of  flowers  of  fulphur,    one  ounce.     Boil 

them 
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them  with  a  gentle  heat,  till  the  Jkwers  of 
fidphur  be  wholly  dijfohed. 

O  B  SE  RVAT  ION. 

This  compound  is  of  much  the  fame  nature, 
as  that  called  the  balfam  offulphur :  and  feems 
fo  little  adapted  to  any  intention  of  cure,  pro- 
per to  external  medicaments,  that  it  fcarcely 
deferves  a  place  as  fuch  in  any  Pharmacopeiay 
formed  on  the  principles  of  modern  pradlice. 

,    Oleum  viride,   Z. 
T^he  green  oil. 

Take  of  the  leaves  of  the  bay  tree,  rue, 
marjoram,  fea  wormwood,  and  camomile, 
each  three  ounces  5  and  of  oil  pf  olives, 
die  quart.  The  herbs  being  bruifed,  boil 
them  flightly  in  the  oil,  till  they  become 
crifp.  Then  prefs  out  the  oil ;  and,  after 
the  faeces  have  fubfided,  pour  it  off. 

Observation. 

This  compound  is  emollient,  from  the  oil ; 
and  difcutient,  and  antifpafmodic,  from  the 
warm,  and  gently  ftimulating  herbs.  But  it 
is  moft  generally  combined  with  other  ingre- 
dients, and  ufed  in  the  form  of  an  ointment. 

SECT- 
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.  Mi  ^    *  i»*of»  ti  "^i  "ij  :  Oft"*"": 

S  E  C^^vilX. 

Of  balfams.      0  - 


Balsamum   ANopvNUjy^,    vuLGo    Batea- 

NUM,     E.  o 

See  Embrocatio  rejohens  &  anodyna. 

Balsamum  Locatelli,  L\  &  E.  " 
See  JJnguentiim  dtdium^  Balfamum  Locatelli* 

Balsamum    anodynum^     vulgo   Guido- 

Anodyne  balfanty  commonly  called  GxadiO's>  balfam. 

TAKE  of  tacamgihaca  pounded,  and 
of  Venice  tufpentine;  an  equal  quan- 
tity. Put  them  into  ;  ^  r  retort, '  of  vvhich 
they  may  fill  one  >  third  part  3  an4  diftil 
them,  with  a  heat  >  gently  increafedv  Let 
tjhe  red  oil,  or  balfam,  which  will  come 
oyer,  be  feparated  from  the  phlegm^  by 
means  of  afeparatingfuimel. 

Observation*  :^'. 

This  compound  diftilled  oil,  for  it  is  pro- 
perly no  other,  though  called  a  balfam,  is  very 
little  intitled  to  the  name  of  anodyne  :  which 
is  given  tp  it.  Fpr  it  is  ftimulating,  in  common 
with  all  other  elTential  oils];  and  no  way  nar^; 

cotic : 
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cotic :  though  it  is  poflible,  in  fome  cafes,  it 
may  relieve  convulfive  pains,  by  adting  as  an  an- 
tilpafmodic,  jthrough  its  irritating  power. 

BaLSAMUM  SAPONACEUM,   VULGO  OPODEll^- 

DOC,   E. 

See  Embrocatio  faponacea  refohens. 

Balsamum  sulphuris  simplex,    L. 
Sec  Epithema  fulphureo^oleofum^ 

Balsamum  sulphuris  crassum,   E. 
See  Epithema  fulphureo-^oleofum^ 

Balsamum  traumaticum,  L. 
Vulnerary  balfam. 
Take  of  Benjamin,  three  ounces ;  of 
i!:rained  ftorax,  two  ounces  j  of  balfam  of 
Tolu,  one  ounce ;  of  Succotorine  aloes,  half 
an  ounce  ;  and  of  re6lified  fpirit  of  wine, 
die  quart.  Digeft  them  together,  till  as 
much  as  may  be  of  the  gums  be  diffblvexi ; 
and  then  ftrain  off  the  fpirit. 

Ob  SE  RV  AT  ION. 

This  compound  balfam,  with  other  com- 
pofitions  of  the  like  kind,  was  account- 
ed  vulnerary,     while    the    notion    of   fuch 

qua- 
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i^ualities  prevailed  ;  though,  in  fadl,  it  iS 
only  agglutinative :  and,  as  that  method  of 
healing  is  now  little  perfued  in  regular  pradice, 
fuch  niedicaments  dt-fe  feldom  applied  exter- 
nally. But  a  compound,  intirely  of  a  (imilar 
nature,  is  frequently  ufed,  under  the  namc-of 
Turlington' $  balfanty  empirically. 

^AtSAMUM  TRAUMATICUM,    E. 

Vulnerary  bdlfani. 
Take  of  Benjamin  pounded,  three  ounces; 
bf  balfam  of  Perii^  tvvo  ounces  j  of  Hepatic 
dloes  poiinded,  half  an  oiince ;  and  of  rec^ 
tified  rpirit  of  wine,  two  pounds.  Digefl 
in  a  fand-heat^  three  days  j  and  th^njirain 
vf  the  balfafn\. 

Observation. 
This  is  the  fame  with  the  preceding  t  except 
in  the  omiflion  of  the  flora*  \  and  the  fubfti- 
tution  of  the  balfam  of  Peru  for  that  of  Tolu  ; 
arid  of  the  Hepatic  aloes  for  the  Succotorine : 
none  of  which  differences  make,  however^ 
tany  eflential  variation  in  the  medicinal  qua^ 
lities. 

Balsamum   viride,   JS. 
See  Linimentum  'viride. 
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BOOK    II. 

preparation  and  compofition  of  medi- 
caments for  internal  ufe. 

CHAP.    I. 

Of  foUd  forms  of  medicaments  for  in- 
ternal ufe* 
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Of  ponjoders. 
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^THIOPS    MINERALIS,     L.  &qE. 

Mthiops  mineral. 

TAKE  equal  quantities  of  purified 
quickfilver,  and  of  unwafhed  flowers 
of  fulphurj  and  rub  thera  together  in  a 
mortar  of  glafs,  or  marble,  till  the  quick-* 
filvcr  be  no  longer  diftin6ily  perceptible  $ 
and  a  perfe6l  union  of  the  two  fubftances 
be  made. 


O  B  s  £  R-^ 
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Observation* 

This  preparation  of  mercury  is  frequently 
iifed,  as  an  alterative,  in  cafes  v^here  mercurials 
are  judged  to  be  proper.  But  in  many  habits  it 
does  not  appear,  by  producing  any  of  the  fpecific 
effeifls  of  mercury,  to  pafs  further  than  the  prima 
via:  and  in  others,  efpecially  in  children,  it  bap 
been  fometimes  found  to  have  a  very  violent, 
and  even  fatal  a(5lion.  It  has  been  frequently 
given  for  the  cure  of  the  itch  :  w^here  its  ufe 
is  wholly  unncceffary :  as  not  only  experience^ 
but  the  very  nature  of  the  difeafe,  which  is  vi- 
iibly  animalcular,  fliews. 

The  common  dofe  is  a  fcruple,  but  it  is 
given  from  ten  grains  to  a  drani. 


PuLvis  i^THioptcus  CUM  Rheo,   N.  S.  B. 

Take  of  iEthiops  mineral,  one  pound ; 
of  rhubarb,  Cix  ounces ;  and  of  ginger,  two 
ounces.    Mix  them  together  by  levlgation. 

Observation. 

This  is  ufed  in  the  fame  intentions  as  the 
iEthiops  mineral ;  and  is,  in  fadl,  only  that  me*- 
dicament,  with  a  fmall  proportion  of  a  cathartic, 
and  an  aromatic  ingredient,  joined  to  it. 

The  prefcribed  dofe  is  a  fcruple  and  a  half; 
twice  every  day. 

^  2   2  PuLVIS 
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PULVIS   ALTERANS,   M  S.  B. 

0         Alter ative  powder. 

Take  of  the  fulphur  auratum  antimonii, 
and  of  calomel,  each  equal  parts :  and  mix 
them  together  by  levigation,  that  they  may 
form  a  compound  powder. 

Observation. 

This  powder  is  alterative :  and  given  with 
good  effe(5t  in  fcorbutic,  and  fcrophulous  cafes. 
But  it  is  to  be  adminiftered  with  care  5  as  the 
fulphur  auratum,  like  other  antimonials,  is  apt 
to  adl  with  great  violence  in  particular  confti- 
tutions  s  and  bring  on,  not  only  exceflive  eva- 
cuations, particularly  by  vomit  and  ftool  j  but 
even  dangerous  convulfive  fymptoms. 

The  dofe  is  itv^n  grains  and  a  half:  twice 
every  day. 

PULViS     ANTI-ARTHRITICUS. 

Powder  againji  the  gout ^   commonly  called  the 
Duke  of  Portland's  powder. 

Take  of  the  roots  of  birthwort,  and  gen- 
tian, and  of  the  leaves  and  tops  of  ger- 
mander, ground-pine,  and  centaury,  each 
equal  parts.  Being  of  the  requifite  ftate  of 
drynefs,  beat  and  mix  them  together,  that 
they  may  form  a  compound  powder. 

Obser* 
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Observation. 

This  remedy  has  been  found,  by  a  conftant 
continued  ufe  of  it,   to  alleviate,  retard,  and 
in  many  cafes  wholly  to  prevent  the  return 
of  fits  of  the  gout,  even  where  before  moft  fre- 
quent and  violent.    It  has  been,  neverthelefs, 
obferved  ^  that,  in  frequent  inftances,  apopleftic, 
paralytic,  or  acute  difeafes,  have  followed  the 
cure,  within  a  few  years,  particularly  in  older 
fubjefts.     For  it  feems  as  if  the  difpofition  to 
this  difegife,  being  ftill  prevalent  in  the   ha- 
bit, the  gouty  matter,  when  produced  again 
after  the  difcontinuance  of  the  medicine,  does 
not  find  its  way  to  the  extremities,  as  in  thofe 
who  are  habitually  fubjeft  to  regular  fits ;  but 
falls  on  the  interior  parts,   as  in  the  incipient 
fl;ate  of  that  difeafe,  ?ind  caufes  thefe  fatal  con- 
fequences. 

The  dofe,  according  to  the  original  empiric 
cal  recipe,  was  as  much  as  could  lie  on  a  {hilling, 
to  be  taken  evei^  morning :  but,  in  a  more  re- 
gular method  of  adminiftratioii,  it  is  now  one 
dram. 

PULVIS  ANTI  LYSSUS,    L.  &  £. 

X)r.  Mead's  po'wder  agatnji  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog. 

"  Take  of  afh-coloured  ground-liverwort, 
^^  two  ounces  $  and  of  black  pepper,  one 
^^  ounce.  Beat  them  together  into  a  com^ 
^^  pound  powder.** 

23  OsSERt 
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Observation. 

This  powder  was  recommended  to  the  pub-* 
lie  by  a  late  eminent  phyfician,  whofe  name  it 
bears;  arid  has  now  a  place  in  the  Pharmacol 
feias^  both  of  London  and  Edinburg.  But  it 
does  not  appear  from  any  fufficient  ground  of 
experience,  that  it  is  in  the  leaft  efficacious  as 
a  fpecific  in  the  intention  to  which  it  is  appror 
priated.  Indeed  the  rarenefs  of  the  accidents,^ 
which  may  give  occafion  for  its  ufe^  and  the  un- 
certainty, with  refped  to  each  particular  fubjed:,^ 
whether  any  ill  effcifts  would  happen  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  bite,  if  no  remedies  at  all  were  ad- 
miniftered ;  make  it  very  difficult  to  determine, 
with  relation  to  the  merits  of  a  medicine  in  fiich 
cafes. 

This  remedy  is,  therefore,  at  prefent,  much 
difregarded  :  and  will  probably  be  wholly  fo 
for  the  future.  As  it  has  appeared  from  feve- 
ral  late  inftanccs,  which  the  prefent  uncommon 
rifenefsof  this  difeafe  among  dogs  has  fuppliedj, 
that  mercurials,  particularly  the  undlion  extern- 
nally  ufed,  as  in  flight  falivations  for  the  vene- 
real difeafe,  have  been  efficacious  in  the  cafe  of 
human  fubjeds,  even  after  the  rabies  has 
(hewn  itfelf  in  its  worft  fymptoms. 

The  dofe  is  one  drai^i  and  a  half:  to  be  takea 
every  mornings 
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CinnabUris  nativa  et  factitia. 
Native  and  faSfitims  cinnabar. 

Let  the  native  cinnabar,  or  the  faftitious, 
previoully  produced  by  the  proper  chemical 
procefs,  be  levigated  as  finely  as  poffible, 
that  it  may  form  a  powder. 

Observation. 

The  native  cinnabar  when  pure,  and  the 
faditious,  appear  by  analyzation  to  be  intirely 
the  fame  :  and,  indeed,  it  is  to  be  doubted, 
whether  the  whole  of  that  brought  hither  from 
the  Eaft,  and  fold  in  the  (hops  under  the  name 
of  native,  be  not  faditious. 

Cinnabar  being  a  compound  of  mercury 
and  fulphur,  is  fuppofed  to  have  the  fpecific 
qualities  of  mercury,  without  its  violent  aftion 
on  the  glands,  in  producing  falivation,  or  other 
fecretions.  It  is,  therefore,  adminiftered  as 
an  alterative  in  fcorbutic,  fcrophulous,  and  ca- 
cheftic  diforders.  But  it  may  be  well  doubted^ 
whether,  like  the^Ethiops  mineral,  with  which 
it  has  a  great  affinity,  it  produces  in  moft  cafes: 
any  eifedls  beyond  the  prima  via :  though  in 
fome  it  has  appeared  to  be  efficacious.  It  is 
alfo  given,  together  with  muflcj^  as  a  remedy 
againft  the  bitejs  of  mad  dogs. 

The  mean  dofe  is  a  fcruple,  in  eommoa 
cafes,  to  be  taken  once  every  day :  but  whea 
given  for  the  bite  of  mad  dogs,  it  is  much  in- 
creafed  3  and  more  frequently  repeated. 

Z  4  PULVIS.. 
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PULVIS     DIAPHORETIC  us,     PulviS      DoVCrij^ 

DICTUS- 

X)iaphoretic  powder^    commonly  called  Dover's 

'  pqwdpr. 

Take  of  purified  opium,  ipecacoanha  root 
powdered,  and  liquorice,  each  one  ounce ; 
and  of  nitre,  and  of  tartar  vitriolate,  each, 
four  ounces.      Mix  ther^  well  too;ether. 

Observation. 

This  is  the  moft  powerful,  and  moil:  certaiix 
diaphoretic,  hitherto  known ;  and  gives  con-, 
fiderable  relief  in  inflammatory  topical  cafes^ 
^tteqded  with  great  heat  and  tenfion. 

TJie  dofe  is  frort^  one  to  two  fcruples. 

PyLVIS  PIURETICUS,  iV.  E.  T^ 
Diuretic  powder. 

Take  of  calcined  egg-fhcllSj  one  fcruple  ^ 
^nd  of  fait  of  wormwood,  and  nitre,  each, 
five  grains.  Mix  them  together  in  a  glafs 
mortar. 

Observation. 

Inftead  of  the  fait  of  v^ormwood,  fait  of 
tartar,  pr  any  other  pvire  lixiviate  fait,  may  be 
fubftituted  :  and  where  the  calcined  egg-fhells 
^.re  not  eafily  to  be  obtained,  calcined  oyfter- 

fhells. 
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fliell5,  levigated  crabs  claws,  or  other  teftaceoug 
powders,  may  be  ufed  in  their  place. 

This  powder  is  not  only  diuretic ;  but  power- 
fully alterative :  and  of  the  greateft  efficacy  in 
anafarcous,  and  other  cedematous  cafes.  It  may 
be  adminiftered  twice  or  thrice  every  day. 
It  will,  however,  be  more  effedual,  if  the 
quantity  of  the  falts  be  doubled  :  and  there  ig 
not  the  leaft  inconvenience  to  be  apprehended 
from  that  proportion. 

Though  this  remedy  be  here  dirpfted  in  the 
form  of  powder  confonantly  to  the  Pharmacol 
peiuy  whence  it  is  cited ;  yet  it  fhould  always 
be  adminiftered  in,  at  leaft,  a  quarter  of  a  pint 
of  fome  aqueous  fluid,  in  which  the  falts  may 
be  diftblved.  For  inconveniencies  are  frequently 
found  to  refult  from  taking  falts  in  a  dry  form; 
particularly  from  nitre,  and  thofe  which  are  fq 
acrimonious  and  cauftic,  as  the  lixiviate* 

PULVIS    CORTICIS   PeRUVIANJE. 

Powder  of  Jefuifs  barh 

Separate  firft  from  the  bark  all  fuch  parts 
as  feem  decayed  or  damaged ;  and  thea 
levigate  it  well,  that  it  may  form  a  powdef. 

Observation. 

The  Jefuit's  bark  has  feveral  very  important 
ufes  in  the  cure  of  topical  difeafes. 

By  its  antifebrile  quality,  it  remoyes  thofe 
pains,  and  other  diforders  of  particular  parts^ 
ihat  are  periodical^  and  intermittent.  By 
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By  its  corroborative  power,  it  is  of  fervice  in 
cafes  of  relaxation  and  debility ;  and,  confe- 
quently,  in  anafarcous,  and  other  cedematous 
cafes. 

It  is  faid  alfo  to  be  of  great  ufe  in  the  cure 
of  phagedenic  and  foul  ulcers,  by  bringing 
them  to  a  kindly  and  clean  ftate  by  its  altera-^ 
tive  a(flion  on  the  habit. 

It  has  been  found,  likewife,  to  be  of  the 
higheft  confequence  in  flopping  the  progrefs  of 
mortifications,  and  procuring  a  feparation  5 
when  adminifiered  under  proper  circumftances*. 

The  dofe  of  the  bark  is  very  various,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  and  particular  exigence 
of  the  cafe.  Where  it  is  ufed  meerly  as  an  aU 
terative,  much  lefs  proportions  are  requifitei 
but  where  its  immediate  a6tion  is  wanted  in 
acute  cafes,  lefs  than  half  an  ounce  in  twenty 
four  hours  will  be  fcarcely  found  fufficient; 
and,  in  fome  cafes,  a  cqnfiderably  greater 
quantity  is  neceiTary. 

Flores  sulphur  is  loti,   X. 
Wajhed  jiowers  of  fulphur. 

Take  any  quantity  of  flowers  of  fulphur :: 
and  pour  water  on  them  in  fuch  proportion, 
that  it  may  rife  three  or  four  fingers  above 
them.  Let  this  water,  with  the  flowers, 
boil  for  fome  time,  and  then  pour  it  off, 
and  w^afh  the  remainder  out  of  the  flov;ers 

by 
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by  feveral  repeated  additions  of  frefh.  After 
which,  dry  the  flowers  (without  heat)  for 
ufe. 

Observation. 

The  flowers  of  fulphur  are  frequently  given 
as  an  alterative  in  fcorbutive  and  eruptive  cafes ; 
and  more  particularly  for  the  cure  of  the  itch, 
in  which  they  are  efteemed  a  fpecific.  They 
arc  alfo  adminiflered  frequently  for  the  cure  of 
the  piles,  as  well  internally  as  externally.  Their 
internal  ufe,  in  all  cafes,  is,  however,  perhaps 
more  noxious  than  beneficial.  For  though 
they  frequently  produce  and  increafe  eruptions, 
and  thence  have  given  room  to  believe,  that 
they  caufe  vitious  humours  to  be  thrown  out 
externally,  and  by  that  means  purify  the  blood 
and  amend  the  habit :  yet  it  may  be  juftly  ap-^ 
prehended,  that  they  rather  generate  the  peccant 
rnatter,  than  expel  fuch  as  did  before  fubfift, 
as  is  generally  imagined.  I  have  feen  feveral 
of  the  worll  and  moft  inveterate  cutaneous 
diforders  produced  by  the  internal  ufe  of  ful- 
phur, in  perfons,  who  were  not  before,  either 
fubjed:  to  fimilar  complaints ;  or  any  other 
that  indicated  the  prefence  of  fuch  humours  in 
the  habit  as  might  occafion  them.  In  the  cafe 
of  the  itch,  the  internal  adminiftration  of  ful- 
phur is  particularly  improper  :  as  being  wholly 
needlefs,  and  contingently  detrimental.  Be- 
caufe,  as  was  before  obferved,  that  diforder 
depending  intirily  on  an  exterior  caufe,  may 

be 
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be  always  removed  by  external  applications: 
and  where  all  fuch  fail,  it  may  be  juftly  que- 
ftioned,  whether  fome  other  difeafe,  as  fre- 
quently happens,  is  not  miilaken  for  the  itch. 

MeRCURIUS   ALCALIZATUSt 

Alkalizate  mercury. 

Take  of  purified  quickfilver,  three  ounces  j 
and  of  powdered  crabs  eyes,  five  ounces. 
Triturate  them  together  in  a  glafs  mortar, 
till  they  combine  in  the  fqrm  of  a  powder, 
^nd  the  iiiercury  no  longer  diftin^lly  per- 
ceptible. 

Observation. 

This  preparation  has  the  fpecific  powers  of 
mercury,  without  the  violent  adion  of  the  fa- 
line  preparations :  and  is,  therefore,  fometimes 
given  as  an  alterative,  efpecially  in  fcorbutic 
cafes :  with  relation  to  which,  there  are  un-^ 
queftionable  inftances  of  its  efficacy  s  even 
where  other  mercurials  have  failed. 

The  dofe  is  from  five  grains  to  a  Icruple, 
every  day ;  gentle  cathartics  being  joined  to  it 
^t  proper  intervals. 


PULVIS 
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jpulvis  niger,  n.  s.  b. 
The  Hack  powder. 

Take  of  i£thiops  mineral,  and  crude  an- 
timony powdered,  each  equal  parts  ^  and 
mix  them  together,  that  they  may  form  a 
compound  powder. 

Observation. 

This  is  given  as  an  alterative,  particularly  ih 
fcrophulous  cafes :  but  it  may  be  doubted,  whe- 
ther it  differs  virtually  from  the  iEthiops  mine-- 
ral  alone,  as  the  crude  antimony  appears  to 
have  very  little,  if  any  medicinal  power. 

PULVIS     STERNUTATORIUS,     L. 

S7ieezing  powder. 
Take  of  the  dried  leaves  of  a^'arabacca, 
marjoram,  and  marum  Syriacum,  and  of 
lavender  flowers,  each  an  equal  weight ; 
and  rub  them  together,  that  they  may  form 
a  powder. 

Observation. 

This  powder  is  to  be  ufed,  by  fnuffing  it 
up  the  nofe :  and  by  caufing  a  great  fecretion 
from  the  neighbouring  glands,  as  well  as  by  the 
a(ftion  of  fneezing,  which  is  ftrongly  excited  by 
its  irritation,  it  removes  obftru(flion  in  the  head, 

and 
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and  relieves  in  head-aches  j  arid  diforderS  of  tlie 

cye^,  cars,  and  other  contiguous  parts. 

Species  aromatica,  L. 
Aromatic  fpecies. 

Take  of  cinnamon,  two  ounces ;  of  the 
leffer  cardamon  feeds  hufked,  of  ginger, 
and  of  long  pepper,  each  one  ounce.  Make 
a  powder  of  the  whole,  by  beating  them 
together* 

Observat  lOjf. 

This  compofition  is  not  fo  frequently  ufed 
fimply  y  as  combinedly  with  other  medicaments^ 
where  the  a<5lion  of  Simulating  and  warm  fub- 
ftances  are  requilite  to  the  intention.  It  is, 
however,  proper  where  the  cordial  and  corro* 
borative  intentions  are  to  be  perfued. 

The  dofe  may  be  from  a  fcruple  to  a  dram, 
or  more. 

Species  e  scordio,  JL. 
Species  offcordium^  or  water  germander. 

Take  bole  Armoniac,  or  of  French  bole^ 
four  ounces  ;  of  fcordium,  or  water  ger-* 
mander,  two  ounces  ;  of  cinnamon,  one 
ounce  and  a  half  ^  of  ftorax  {trained,  of 
the  roots  of  tormentil,  biftort,  and  gentian, 
of  the  leaves  of  dittany  of  Crete^  pf  galba-* 

num 
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ttum  ftrained,  of  gum  Arabic,  and  of  red 
rofes,  each  one  ounce  ;  and  of  long  pepper, 
and  ginger,  each  half  an  ounce.  Make  a 
powder  of  the  whole,  by  pounding  them 
together. 

Observation. 

This  powder  is  a  compofition  of  aromatic, 
and  aftringent  ingredients ;  and,  therefore,  cor- 
roborative and  aftringent.  It  is,  confequently, 
proper  for  checking  thofe  diarrhoeas,  or  profufe 
difcharges  of  the  catamenia,  that  depend  on  a 
laxity  of  the  veflels ;  or  a  flux  of  cold  and  pl- 
tuitous  humours  j  and  in  other  fimilar  cafes. 

The  dofe  may  be  from  a  fcruple  to  a  dram^ 
or  more,  according  to  the  occafion. 

Species  e  scordio  cum  opio,  L. 
Species  of  fcordium  with  opium. 
Take  of  ftrained  opium,  three  drams  ^ 
and,  having  previoufly  dried  it  gently,  that 
it  may  the  more  eafily  admit  of  being 
powdered,  add  it  to  the  preceding  fpecies, 
while  the  ingredients  are  pounded  together^ 
in  order  to  their  commixture. 

Observation. 
This  compofition  is  rendered  much  more 
efFedual,  than  the  preceding  fpecies,  for  the 

checking 
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checking  diarrhoeas,  or  floodings,  by  the  additlofi 
of  the  opium  :  which,  by  its  narcotic  power^ 
removes  the  too  great  irritability  that  attends, 
or  is  frequently,  in  a  great  degree,  the  caufe  ot 
thefe  difordersi 

The  dofe  may  be  froril  a  fcruple  to  forty 
five  grains,  which  contains  one  grain  of  the 
opium* 


SECT.    ir. 

Ofp/ls. 

TlLVLJE   iETHIOPIC^,    E. 

Black  pills. 

TAKE  of  crude  mercury,  fix  drams  j 
and  ot  white  Spanifh  fope,  and  refirf 
of  guaiacum,  each  half  an  ounce.  Pound 
them  together  in  a  glafs  mortar,  till  the 
globules  of  mercury  be  wholly  imperceptible : 
and  afterwards  add  of  the  fulphur  auratum 
antimonii,  half  an  ounce ;  and  of  the  com- 
mon fyrup,  as  much  as  may  be  neceflary, 
to  bring  the  whole  to  the  confidence  of  a 
proper  mafs  for  pills. 


Obser- 


CniRtjRGicAL  Pharmacy.      355^ 

O  B  S  ERVAT  10  N. 

Thefe  pills  are  alterative  :  and  particularly 
adapted  to  obftinate  rheumatic^  and  fcrophu- 
lous  cafes. 

The  mean  dofe  of  this  compound,  is  ten  or 
fifteen  grains  :  but  it  is  proper  to  begin  with 
lefs,  as  the  action  of  antimonials  is  fo  uncer- 
tain, till  the  particular  difpofition  of  the  habit, 
with  refped:  to  them,  be  known. 

PlLULi^E    ALOETICu^,    j6> 

Aloe  pills. 
Take  of  Succotorine  aloes  pounded,  and 
of  white  Spanifh  fope,  each  equal  parts  ;  and 
of  honey,  as  much  as  may  be  fufficient  to 
bring  them  to  the  proper  confidence.  Mix 
them,  that  they  may  form  a  mafs  for  pills* 

Ob  s  e  rva  ti  on. 

Thefe  pills  are  cathartic,  from  the  aloes  j  and 
deobflruent,  from  the  fope  :  and  may  be,  there- 
fore, ufed,  either  where  purging  is  necefTary, 
or  as  a  gentle  emmenagogue. 

In  the  firfl  intention,  the  dofe  may  be  from 
thirty  grains  to  a  dram,  or  four  fcruples :  in 
the  latter,  where  they  are  taken  in  the  diaetetic 
manner,  from  five  grains  to  eight,  every  day : 
but  they  will  be  more  effedlual  in  this  intention, 
if  the  proportion  of  fope  be  fix  or  eight  times 
increafed. 

A  a        '  PiLU- 
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VlhVtM  ALTERANTES   E    MERCURIO^^ 

N.S.  B. 

Alterative  mercurial  pills. 
Take  of  Rufus's   pills,   (below  defcribed) 
two   ounces  ;   and  of  calomel,  one  ounce. 
Mix  them,  that  they  may  make  a  mafs  for 
pills. 

O  B  S  E  RVATI  ON. 

Thefe  pills  are  given  in  the  venereal  difeafe, 
fcurvy,  and  other  fimilar  cafes. 
The  dofe  is  ten  grains  every  night. 

PiLULJ©    AROMATICj^E,    L. 

Aromatic  pills. 
Take  of  Succotorine  aloes,  an  ounce  and 
a  half  J  of  gum  guaiacum,  one  ounce  j 
and  of  the  aromatic  fpecies,  and  balfam  of 
Peru,  each  half  an  ounce.  Let  the  aloes, 
and  gum  galbanum,  be  powdered  fepa- 
rately ;  and  then  mixt  v^ith  the  other  in- 
gredients ;  and  formed  into  a  mafs  for  pills, 
with  a  fufficient  quantity  of  fyrup  of  orange 
peel. 

Observation. 
Thefe   pills  are  gently  cathartic,  from  the 
?Joes }  and  corroborative  and  deobftruent,  from 

the 
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the  other  ingredients :  but  are  rather  proper  to 
be  ufed  as  an  alterative,  than  where  copious  eva- 
cuation by  ftool  is  required.  They  are,  therefore^ 
very  proper  in  cedematous  hydropic  diforders,  or 
where  gentle  cathartics  are  required  in  lax  and 
debilitated  habits.  They  will,  however,  in 
mofl:  cafes,  be  rendered  more  efficacious,  by  the 
addition  of  an  equal  quantity,  or  more,  of  fope. 
The  dofe  may  be  from  ten  grains  to  fifteen, 
or  a  fcruple,  every  day^  where  they  do  not 
caufe  too  great  an  evacuation. 

Pilule  c^RtJLEiE,  N.  S.  B. 
^he  blue  pills. 
Take  of  crude  mercury,  half  an  ounce  ^ 
of  powdered  aloes,  and  of  the  mafs  for  the 
fimpler  coloquintida  pills,  (belonjo  defcribed) 
each  one  ounce  and  a  half  3  and  of  the 
fyrup  of  buckthorn,  as  much  as  may  be 
fufficient.  Mix^  and  form  them  into  a  mafs 
for  pills  i 

dfiSERVATIDN. 

Thefe  pills  are  given  in  the  venereal  difeaiej 
and  fometimes  in  other  cafes,  where  mercurial 
alteratives  are  required. 

The  dofe  is  a  fcruple,  or  half  a  dram,  every 
iiight. 
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fllvljb  e  calomele,  n.  s.  t. 
Calomel  pills. 
Take  of  the  mafs  for  the  fimpler  colo- 
quintida  pills  of  the  London  Pharmacopeia^ 
(below  defcribed)  one  ounce  3  and  of  calo- 
mel, half  an  ounce.  Mix  them,  that  they 
may  make  a  mafs  for  pills. 

Observation. 

Thefe  pills  are  given  in  venereal,  and  other 
cafes,  where  mercury  and  cathartics  are  thought 
proper  to  be  joined  together  :  but,  though  the 
hazard  of  a  falivation  is  more  avoided,  by  this 
means  ;  yet  the  fpecific  action  of  the  mercury  is 
much  lefs  powerfully  exerted,  than  when  it  is 
given  in  the  diistetic  method,  and  retained 
longer  in  the  body. 

The  common  dofe  of  thefe  pills  Is  half  a 
dram,  repeated  twice  a  week. 

PlLULw^  E  CALOMELE,   N.S.B. 

Calomel  pills. 
Take  of  faditious  cinnabar,  and  calomel, 
both  well  levigated,  equal  parts  5  of  the 
beft  turpentine,  as  much  as  may  be  fufhcient. 
Mix  them  3  and  form  the  mafs  into  pills  of 
fuch  magnitude,  that  twelve  may  be  equal 
to  one  dram, 

Obser- 
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Observation. 
Thefe  pills  do  not  differ  materially  from  the 
preceding :  for  the  fmall  proportion  of  cinnabar 
can  but  add  little  to  their  efficacy. 

The  prefcribed  dofe  is  one  pill,  of  the  mag- 
nitude direded,  to  be  taken  every  night. 

FlLVLJE   E    CICUTA. 

Hemlock  pills. 
Take  of  the  frefh  hemlock,  as  much  as 
may  be  fufficient ;  prefs  out  the  juice,  and 
let  it  be  boiled,  v^hile  frefh,  without  depura- 
tion, (with  a  gentle  heat  in  an  earthen  veflel, 
often  ftirring  it,  left  it  burn,)  to  the  confift- 
cnce  of  an  extra£l.  Let  this  extra6t  (or  7ncre 
properly  infpt/Jitated  juice)  be  formed,  with  as 
much  of  the  powder  of  the  dried  leaves  of 
hemlock  as  may  be  neceflary  for  the  con- 
liftence,  into  a  mafs  for  pills :  into  which 
let  the  mafs  be  afterwards  made  j  allowing 
two  grains  for  each  pill. 

Observation. 
This  recipe  is  taken  from  the  work  lately 
publi/hed  at  Vienna,  by  Dr.  Storck,  on  the  ufc 
of  hemlock.  In  which  work  he  endeavours  to 
demonftrate,byobfervationson  a  variety  of  cafes, 
where  this  remedy  was  adminiftered  by  himfelf, 
theBARONVANSwiETEN,  Dr.  KoLLMAN,  and 
others  of  the  moft  eminent  phyficians  and  fur- 
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geons  at  Vienna,  that  thefe  pills,  and  a  fomen- 
tation prepared  from  hemlock  (as  below  de- 
fcribed)  when  required,  will  cure  the  moil:  ob- 
ftinate  cancers,  fchirrous  and  cedematous  tu- 
mours, malignant  and  fiftulous  ulcers,  and  cata- 
rafts.  If  the  efficacy  of  this  remedy  fhould,  on 
future  trials,  prove  correfpondent  to  what  appears 
in  the  fadls  related  in  that  work,  it  muft  be 
allowed,  next  to  the  Jefuit's  bark,  to  be  the 
greateft  modern  acquiiition  to  the  art  of  me- 
dicine. 

The  dofe  of  thefe  pills,  according  to  the 
practice  Dr.  Storck  has  defcribed,  has  been 
from  three  or  four,  twice  every  day,  to  fifteen : 
but  he  very  judicioufly  advifes  to  begin  with 
fmall  dofes,  left  any  peculiar  indifpofition  in 
the  patient  fhould  occafion  unforefeen  confe- 
quences. 

Pilule    e    cinnabari,   N.  S.  'T. 

Cinnabar  pills. 
Take  of  native  cinnabar,   one  fcruplej 
and  of  conferve  of  hips,  four  grains.    Mix, 
and  form  them  into  pills. 

O  B  S  E  RVAT  I  O  N. 

The  native  cinnabar  being  dear,  the  fafti- 
fious  may  be  fubftituted  for  it,  there  being, 
as  was  before  obferved,  no  difference  in  their 
conftituence,  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  greateft 
reafon  to  believe,  that  what  is  brought  from 
the  Eaft,  and  fold  in  the  (liops  under  the  name 
of  native^  is^  in  reality,  faftitious. 

The 
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The  pills  are  given  as  alteratives ;  and  have, 
in  fome  habits,  as  was  before  remarked,  the 
fpecific  efFefts  of  mercury ;  but,  in  others,  ap- 
pear v^hoUy  inadive,  and  are  lefs  to  be  ae« 
pended  on,  therefore,  than  the  faline  prepara^ 
tions  of  mercury. 

PiLULJE    cocci^,  E. 
See  below,  Pilula  ex  colocynthide  cum  aloe^  Z, 

Pilule  ex  colocynthipe  simpliciores,Z/^' 
T'he  Jimpler  coloquintida  pills  ^ 
Take  of  coloquintida,  and  of  fcammony, 
each  two  ounces ;  and  of  oil  of  cloves,  two 
drams.  Reduce  the  two  firft  ingredients 
to  powder  feparately :  and  the  oil  being  then 
mixt  with  them,  let  the  whole  be  formed 
into  a  mafs  for  pills,  with  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity pf  fyrup  of  buckthorn. 

Observation. 
Thefe,  which  are  the  former  ptlula  e  duobuSy 
are  proper,  where  adive  purges  are  required. 
They  have  been  much  ufed,  where  calomel  has 
been  adminiftered  in  venereal  cafes ;  either  by 
giving  them  together,  or  at  proper  intervals,  to 
determine  the  calomel  to  pafs  off  by  ftool, 
when  it  has  been  adminiftered  feparately.  But 
in  the  laft  cafe,  the  ufe  of  the  cathartic  neutral 
falts,  fuch  as  the  fal  mirahile  Glaiiberi^  fal po- 
ly chrejlus^  or  Selle  de  Jeignette^  is  preferable  :   as 
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they  are  equally  efficacious ;   and  much  Icfs 
liable  to  produce  inconveniencies  to  the  patient.. 
The  mean  dofe  is  about  a  fcruple. 

Pilule  ex  colocynthide  cum  aloe,  L. 
Coloquintida  pills  with  alo^s. 
Take  of  Succotorine  aloes,  and  of  fcam- 
mony,  each  two  ounces;  of  coloquintida, 
one  ounce ;  and  of  oil  of  cloves,  two  drams. 
Let  the  dry  ingredients  be  reduced  to  pow-^ 
der  feparately  ;  and,  the  oil  being  then  mixt 
with  them,  let  the  whole  be  formed  into  a 
mafs  for  pills,  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
buckthora. 

Observation. 

Thefe  pills  were  the  former  piliilce  cocci ^  w/-^ 
nores  ;  and  differ  only  from  the  pi Itila  cocci  a  of 
the  Edipburg  Pfjarmacopeia^  in  that  four  drams 
of  vitriolate  tartar  are  there  added.  They  are 
proper  in  the  fame  intention  as  the  preceding. 

The  mean  dofe  is  about  twenty-five  grains. 

FlLUL.^  COMMUNES,    VULGoRuFl,     E. 

Common  pillsy    called  Riifus^s. 

Take  of  Succotorine  aloes,  two  ounces  ; 

of  myrrh,  3ind  Englifh  faffron,  each  half  an 

ounce  ;  and    of  fyrup  of  orange  peel,  as 

much  as  may  be  fufficient.     Mix  them,  that 

they  may  form  a  niafs  for  pills. 

Obser- 
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Observation. 

Thefe  pills  are  cathartic  and  deobftruent: 
and  proper  where  gentle  purges  are  wanted  in 
cold,  and  lax  habits.  They  may  be  alfo  of 
fervice,  as  an  alterative,  in  chloretic  cafes. 

The  cathartic  dofe  may  be,  from  a  fcruple  to 
thirty  or  thirty-five  grains  :  and  the  diaetetic, 
from  ten  to  fifteen,  every  day,  where  not  found 
to  caufe  too  briik  an  evacuation. 

PlLUL.^   ECPHRACTICiE,    L. 

Deobjiruent  pills. 
Take  of  the  aromatic  pills,  three  ounces ; 
of  rhubarb,  extract  of  gentian,  and  fait 
of  fteel,  each  one  ounce ;  and  of  fait  of 
wormwood,  half  an  ounce.  By  beating 
them  well  together,  with  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity of  fyrup  of  rofes,  form  them  into  a 
mafs  for  pills^ 

Observation. 

Thefe  pills  are  a  powerful  emmenagogue: 
and  are  alfo  of  great  ufe  in  thofe  cachedic  habits, 
that  depend  on  obftrudions  of  the  liver  and 
vifcera. 

The  disBtetic  dofe  may  be,  from  a  fcruple  to 
fhirtv  grains,  every  day. 
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Pilule  ECPHRAcxiCiE,  N.S^T. 
Deobjlruent  fills. 
Take  of  Fvufus's  pills,  and  fait  of  fteel, 
each  eight  ounces ;  of  ftrained  galbanum, 
four  ounces.  Mix,  and  make  them  into  a 
mafs ;  which  muft  be  formed  into  pills  of 
fuch  magnitude,  that  three  may  be  equal  iii^ 
v/eight  to  one  fcruple. 

Observation. 

Thefe  are  of  the  fame  nature  with  the  pre-^ 
ceding. 

The  prefcribed  dofe,  is  one  fcruple  every 
night. 

PlLULiE    ECPIIRACTICJE    CHALYBEAT/E,     E. 

Chalybeate  deobjlruent  pills. 

Take  of  the  mafs  for  Rufus's  pills,  an 
ounce  and  a  half;  of  gum  Ammoniac,, 
and  refm  of  guaiacum,  each  half  an  ounce; 
of  fait  of  ileel,  five  drams ;  and  of  fyrup 
of  orange  peel,  a  fufRcient  quantity.  Mix 
them,  that  they  may  form  a  mafs  for  pills. 

Observation. 
This  compofition  is  proper  in  the  fame  in-? 
tentions  as  the  preceding. 

Tbe 
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The  dofe  may  be,  from  a  fcruple  to  thirty 

grains,  every  day ;  where  it  does  not  produce 


too  great  an  evacuation. 


EXTRACTUM  CATHARTIGUM,   L. 

Purging  extraSf. 

Take  of  Succotorme  aloes,  one  ounce 
and  a  half 3  of  coloquintida,  fix  drams;  of 
fcammony,  and  of  the  lefier  cardamon 
feeds  hufked,  each  half  an  ounce ;  and  of 
proof  fpirit,  one  pint.  The  fpirit  being 
poured  upon  the  coloquintida  cut  fmall, 
and  the  feeds  bruifed,  make  a  tinflure 
of  them  v^ath  a  gentle  heat  continued 
four  days.  Add  then,  to  this  tinfture 
preffed  out  from  the  refiduum,  the  aloes, 
and  fcammony,  previoufly  reduced  to  pow- 
der feparately  :  which  being  difTolved  in 
it,  exhale  the  fpirit  ^  and  reduce  the  mafs 
to  the  proper  confidence  for  pills. 

Observation. 

This  is  given,  by  the  college  of  London,  in 
the  place  of  the  piluJce  Radii  s  to  which  it  is 
preferable.  It  is  briflc  and  certain  in  its  ope- 
ration 3  and  proper,  confequently,  where  ftrong 
dradic  purges  are  demanded. 

The 
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The  dofe  may  be,  from  (ihcen  grains  to  a 
fcruple;  where  a  copious  evacuation  is  wanted* 

Pilule  gummosa,  L. 
Gum  pills. 

Take  of  galbanum,  oppoponax,  myrrh,  and 
fagapenum,  each  one  ounce ;  of  afa  foetida, 
half  an  ounce.  Make  them  into  a  mafs  for 
pills  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of  fyrup  of 
rofes. 

Oeservat  ion- 
Thefe  pills  are  corroborative,  and  deobftrucnt : 
and  are  of  ufe  in  rheumatic,  and  paralytic  difor-.. 
ders ;  and  alfo  in  oedematous,  and  other  cafes, 
in  cold  and  lax  habits. 

Pilule  ouMMoSiE,  E. 
Gum  pills. 

Take  of  gum  Ammoniac,  one  ounce; 
of  afa  foetida.  Ruffian  caftor,  and  myrrh, 
each  half  an  ounce  ;  of  the  diftilled  oil  of 
amber,  half  a  dram  ;  and  of  fyrup  of 
orange  peel,  a  fufficient  quantity.  Mix,  and 
work  them  into  a  proper  mafs  for  pills. 

Observation. 
This  compolition  is  formed  in  the  fame  in- 
tention, as  the  preceding  ;  but  is  more  power- 

ful; 


Chirurgical  Pharmacy.  '365 
ful ,  and  fecms  better  adapted  to  it,  by  the  ad- 
dition of  the  oil  of  amber,  and  caftor :  both 
which  arc  ingredients  of  great  efficacy ;  parti- 
ticularly  where  thefe  pills  are  adminiftered  in 
paralytic  and  nervous  cafes. 

The  dofe  may  be,  from  ten  to  fifteen  grains, 
every  night. 

EXTRACTUM  JALAPPII,   L. 

ExtraSf  of  jalap. 
Pour  a  fufficient  proportion  of  reftified 
ipirit  of  wine  upon  any  quantity  of  jalap 
root  3  and,  with  a  due  heat,  make  a  tinc- 
ture. Boil  the  refiduum  of  the  jalap  fever al 
times  in  water :  and,  after  {training,  eva- 
porate the  fpirit  of  wine  from  the  tindure, 
till  what  remains  begins  to  grow  thick.  In- 
fpiflate  the  ftrained  deco6lion  alfo  :  and 
then  mix  the  two  extrafts ;  and,  with  a 
gentle  heat,  reduce  them  to  the  proper  con- 
fiflence  of  a  mafs  for  pills. 

Observation* 
This  extrad:  is  a  kindly  cathartic :  and  lies 
in  a  fmall  volume :  which  may  render  it  com- 
modious to  thofe,  who  by  long  courfes  of  me- 
dicines have  taken  ftrong  difgufts  to  larger 
dofes. 

The  dofe  may  be,  from  ten  to  fifteen  grains; 
where  a  moderate  efFed:  is  required. 

PiLir- 
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PiLULJB  E  JALAPPA,   E. 

Jalap  pills. 

Take  of  extract  of  jalap,  two  ounces ;  of 
Succotorine  aloes,  one  ounce  y  of  vitriolate 
tartar,  one  dram ;  and  of  fyrup  of  ginger^ 
as  much  as  may  be  fufficient.  Mix  them^ 
that  they  may  form  a  mafs  for  pills. 

Observation. 

This  is  a  very  kindly  purge  1  and  may  be 
ufed  where  cathartics  are  wanted - 
The  mean  dofe  is  about  a  fcruple. 

PiLULiE    LITHONTRIPTICJE. 

Pills  for  dijfohing  the  jlone. 

Take  of  Alicant  fope,  eight  ounces ;  of 
quick-lime,  powdered  and  fifted,  one  ounce  > 
and  of  any  lixiviate  fait  of  vegetables,  one 
dram.  Slice  the  fope  5  mix  it  thoroughly 
with  the  lime^  and  lixiviate  fait ;  and,  add- 
ing as  much  water  as  may  be  necefTary, 
beat  the  whole  together,  in  a  mortar,  into  at 
foft  pafle.  Make  then  this  pafte  into  pills, 
of  the  form  of  rolls,  two  fingers  breadth 
long ;  and  of  the  weight  of  one  fcruple 
each. 

Obsek- 
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Observation. 

This  is  an  improvement^by  the  late Dr.HART- 
LEY,  ofthe  remedy  for  which  Mrs.  Stevens  had 
a  confiderable  parliamentary  reward.  It  is  faid 
to  be  efficacious  in  diflblving  the  flone  in  the 
bladder  5  and  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe, 
that  inftances  have  been,  where  fuch  effedts  have 
followed  the  long  continued  ufe  of  it :  though, 
on  the  other  hand,  there  are  great  numbers  of 
cafes,  where  it  has  failed.  It  has,  however, 
an  extraordinary  quality  of  frequently  removing 
the  troublefome  fymptoms,  and  pain,  when 
it  is  not  attended  with  fuccefs  with  refpcifl  to 
the  diflbiving  the  ftone ;  and,  in  cafes  of  gra- 
vel, and  fmall  ftones  coalefcing  without  intire 
cohefion,  it  is  of  the  greateft  fervice.  It  may, 
therefore,  be  tried  with  propriety  in  all  bad 
nephritic  complaints,  where  cutting  is  not  ad- 
vifable  ;  though  it  ought,  by  no  means,  to  be 
confidercd  as  a  genera]  difiblvent  of  the  ftone 
in  the  bladder,  in  the  light  it  was  propofed  to 
the  public,  at  the  time  Mrs.  Stevens  foUicited 
the  parliamentary  bounty. 

The  dofe  is,  from  three  to  four  ounces  of 
the  pills,  or  rolls,  every  day  ^  that  is,  from 
eighteen  to  tv/enty  four  in  number :  and  they 
may  be  eafily  fwallowed,  by  laying  them  length- 
ways upon  the  tongue,  and  taking  a  little  wa- 
ter into  the  mouth  with  each. 


PlLU' 
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PiLULiE  MERCURIALESj    L* 

Mercurial  pills. 

Take  of  crude  mercury,  five  drams  j  of 
Strafburg  turpentine,  two  drams  s  of  the 
cathartic  extraft,  four  fcruples  j  and  of 
rhubarb  in  powder,  one  dram.  Grind  the 
crude  mercury  firft  with  the  turpentine,  till  it 
be  no  longer  diftin£lly  perceptible ;  and  then 
work  them  up,  with  the  reft,  into  a  mafs. 

If  the  turpentine  be  of  too  thick  a  con- 
fiftence,  it  muft  be  made  thinner,  by  the  ad- 
dition of  a  little  oil  of  olives. 

Observation. 

Thefe  pills  are  of  the  fame  nature  with  the 
pilulte  carulece^  above  defcribed. 

The  dofe  is  half  a  dram,  to  be  taken  every 
morning. 

PlLUL-ffi    MERCURIALES,   E. 

Mercurial  pills. 

Take  of  crude  mercury,  refin  of  guaia- 
cum,  and  Spanifh  fope,  each  one  ounce. 
Grind  them  together  in  a  glafs  mortar,  till 
the  mercury  be  no  longer  diftin6lly  percep- 
tible :  and  then,  with  a  fufficient  quantity 

of 
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of  fimple    fynip,    form  them  into  a  mafs 
for  pills. 

O  B  S  K  R  V  AT  I  O  N. 

Thefe  pills  differ  from  the  preceding,  and 
the  pilulcv  ccerwece^  in  not  containing  any  ca- 
thartic ingredients  \  but,  inftead  of  them,  the 
relin  of  guaiacum :  which  renders  the  compound 
more  efficacious  in  cutaneous  venereal  cafes,  by 
determining  the  mercury  to  the  fkin,  inftead  of 
carrying  it  off  by  the  inteflines.  A  greater  cau- 
tion fliould,  neverthelefs,  be  ufed  in  keeping 
the  patient  warm,  in  order,  both  to  render  thefe 
pills  more  efficacious  in  their  intended  opera- 
tion ;  and  to  prevent  their  caufing  a  faliv^tion 
in  thofe,  who  are  peculiarly  difpcfed  to  be  fo 
affedted. 

The  dofe  maybe  a  fcruple,  or  thirty  grains, 
every  night,  or  morning* 

PlLULJ^  MERGURIALES  LAXAN'tES,    E. 

Loofening  mercurial  pills. 

Take  of  crude  mercury,  one  ounce  )  and 
of  refm  of  guaiacum,  half  an  ounce. 
Grind  them  together*  in  a  glafs  mortar,  till 
the  mercury  be  no  longer  diftinclly  percep- 
tible. Then  add,  of  the  extraft  of  black 
hellebore,  and  of  pow^dered  rhubarb^  each 
half  an  ounce  ;  and  of  common  fyrup,  as 

B  b  much 
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much  as  may  be  fufficient :  and  work  them 

into  a  mafs  for  pills. 

Observation. 

This  compofition  is  of  a  middle  nature  be- 
twixt the  two  laft  3  the  n^ercury  being  deter- 
mined partly  to  the  ikin,  by  the  gum  guaia- 
cum ;  and  partly  to  the  inteftines,  by  the  other 
ingredients.  It  is,  therefore,  proper  in  the 
fame  intentions. 

The  dofe  may  be,  from  a  fcruple  to  half  a 
dram. 

Pilule  mercuriales  cum  scammonio. 
Mercurial  pills  with  fcammony. 

Take  of  fcammony,  crude  mercury,  and 
gum  guaiacum>  each  equal  parts  ;  and  of 
turpentine,  as  much  as  may  be  fufficient. 
Mix  them  into  a  mafs ;  and  form  it  after- 
vv^ards  into  pills :  of  which,  let  twelve  be 
equal  to  one  dram. 

O  B  S  E  R  VAT  ion. 

This  compoiition  is  given,  and  much  efteem- 
ed,  by  fome  perfons  in  great  practice*  It  does 
not  feem,  however,  to  differ  materially  from 
the  preceding  :  being  evidently  formed  in  the 
fame  intention. 

The  dofe  prefcribed  is  three  pills  of  the  mag- 
nitiSde  diredled,  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

PiLU- 
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Pilule  e  mkrcurio  crudo,    N.  S.  T. 
Mercurial  pills. 

Take  of  crude  mercury,  two  ounces  5  of 

fimple  baifam   of  fulphur,  two  drams  3   of 

extracl  of  liquorice,  one  dram,  diiTolved  in 

an  equal   quantity  of  water  ;    and  of  gum 

guaiacum,   one  ounce,      Mix   them  into  a 

inafs;   and  form  it  into  one  hundred  and 

forty-four  pills. 

OBSl^RVATlONi 

This  is  of  much  the  fame  nature  with  the 
Imercurial  pills,  above  defcribed^  of  the  Edinburg 
Pharmacopeia, 

The  prefcribed  dofe  is  three  of  the  pills,  to 
be  taken  every  nights 

Pilule  e  mercurio  trituratione  pre- 

pArAto. 
K.eyfer*s  dragees,  cr  jiigar-pliimb  pills^  for  the 
venereal  difeafe. 
Take  any  quantity  of  mercury ;  and  reduce 
it  to  the  ftate  of  an  JEihiops  per  fe  ;  which 
is  done,  by  putting  it,  wdth  water,  into  a 
conical  box  or  trough  ^  and  working  it  about 
with  a  whifk  adapted  to  the  figure  of  the 
trough,  till  it  attain  the  ftate  of  a  black 
powder. 

B  b  2  Take 
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Take  this  powder ;  and  put  it  again  into 
another  box  or  trough,  as  before  5  and,  fill- 
ing the  interllice  betwixt  the  particles  of  it 
with  vinegar,  work  the  mixture  about  with 
the  whiik,  till  it  be  converted  into  a  thick 
froth,  like  cream.  Collect  this  froth  care- 
fully ;  and,  having  fpread  it  on  tiles,  or  plates 
of  earthen  ware,  let  it  dry  by  the  air ;  and 
it  will  produce  a  greyifh  white  powder. 

Of  this  pow^der,  take  any  quantity  3  and, 
having  added  to  it  manna,  in  the  proportion 
of  five  parts  to  three  of  the  powder,  grind 
them  together  on  a  marble,  adding,  from 
time  to  time,  fome  drops  of  vinegar,  till 
they  be  thoroughly-well  commixt,  and  have 
attained  a  thickifli  confiftence. 

Lay  this  mixture  then  on  a  marble  table  : 
and,  by  means  of  a  roller,  prefs  it  into  the 
form  of  a  cake  :  in  order  to  which,  the 
roller  is  to  be  miade  of  lefs  diameter  in  the 
middle  palt  than  at  the  extremities,,  by 
two  rifing  ledges  being  placed  near  the  ends, 
projefting  about  a  line  :  fo  that  the  matter, 
being  rolled  with  it,  is  neceiTarily  formed  into 
a  cake,  of  the  breadth  of  the  diftance  betwixt 

the 
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the  two  ledges,  and  of  the  thicknefs  of  a  line 
in  every  part. 

The  cake  being  thus  made,  and  fufFered  to 
remain  in  its  place  on  the  table,  form  it  into 
fmall  round  pieces,  of  equal  fize.  This  is  to 
be  done,  by  cutting  it  with  a  hollow  conical 
horn  ;  the  apex,  or  lefler  end  of  which,  is 
taken  off,  fo  as  to  make  a  little  circular  hole, 
with  a  fliarp  edge  ;  that  being  prefled  on  the 
cake,  it  may  cut  out,  and  bring  off,  each  time, 
a  piece  of  it,  of  the  figure  of  the  hole,  and 
the  thicknefs  of  the  cake  itfelf.  It  is  ne- 
ceffary,  this  hole  fnould  be  of  fuch  propor- 
tion, that  the  pieces  cut  out  by  it,  may 
be  of  the  weight  intended  for  each  dofe  : 
and  the  horn  mufl  be  preiTed  on  fucceffive 
parts  of  the  cake,  till  it  be  full  of  the  Httle 
round  pieces. 

The  horn  being  thus  filled,  throw  out  the 
pieces,  by  turning  the  wide  end  down- 
wards, and  flriking  it  gently,  if  there  be 
occafion,  into  a  quantity  of  double-refined 
fugar,  finely  powdered  and  fiftcd :  and  if  they 
cohere,  part  them.  Form  them,  afterwards^ 
into  a  round  figure,   by  rolling  them  in  the 

hand  :   and  thev  will  be  then  fit  for  ufe. 

/    Bb  3  The 
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The  remainder  of  the  cake  muft  be  again 
rolled,  and  treated  in  the  fame  manner,  that 
as  much  as  can  be  of  the  remainder  may  be 
thus  reduced  to  the  form  of  pills,  or  fm.all 
fugar- plumbs. 

Observation. 

Mi\  Keyfer,  at  prefent,  employs  a  machine^, 
moved  by  horfes,  for  the  trituration  of  the  mer- 
cury :  but  he  ufed  conical  troughs  and  whilks, 
worked  by  the  hand,  atfirft}  v/hich  produce 
the  fame  efFeft,  though  v/ith  more  trouble. 

This  is  the  celebrated  remedy,  which  has 
made  fo  great  a  ncife  in  France,  and  elfewhcre: 
and  for  the  introdudion  of  v/hich,  flrong  efforts 
are  making  in  this  country.  Rut,  notv/ith- 
flanding  the  many  certificates,  and  other  moffc 
extraordinary  vouchers  of  the  fuperlative  virtues 
of  this  remedy,  it  is  proved,  on  the  authority  of 
many  of  the  mofc  judicious,  and  eminent  phy- 
licians,  and  furgeons  in  France,  as  well  as  others, 
who  have  pubiifhed  cafes,  and  other  material 
anecdotes  relative  to  it,  that  it  is  not  more  effec- 
tual, though  more  flow  in  its  elfcds,  and  at- 
tended with  greater  inconveniencies  to  the  pa- 
tient, than  other  remedies  in  common  ufe. 

It  appears,  from  the  accounts  to  be  colledt- 
ed  from  thcfe  pieces,  that  the  medicine  is  or- 
dinarily to  be  taken  for  two  m.onths ;  and,  in 
more  difficult  cafes,  for  five  or  fix,  or  even 
much  longer  ;  and  that,  at  leaf!:,  one  hundred 
and  thirty,  or  forty,  and  fometimcs  four  or  five 

hundred^ 
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hundred,  or  more,  of  thefe  pills  are  to  be  ad- 
miniftered: — that  it  frequently  occafions  grip- 
ings,  and  very  troublefome  nervous  fymptoms; 
and  fometimes  falivations  of  a  very  unkindly  na- 
ture : — that  it  often  fails  of  curing  in  any  length 
of  time  y  and,  being  of  too  flow  operation  to 
countera6l  its  force  in  conftitutions,  where  the 
virulence  is  powerful,  iuffers  the  difeafe  to  make 
a  progrefs,  even  during  the  exhibition,  and  to 
bring  on  the  mofl  direful  iymptoms : — and  that 
it  is,  confequently,  lefs  efficacious,  benign,  cer- 
tain, and  fafe,  than  other  remedies  now  in  ufe. 

The  pills  Mr.  Keyfer  has  adminiftered,  are 
of  different  proportions.  Some  contain  only  a 
grain  and  a  half  in  weight  of  the  medicine ; 
but  thofe,  moft  commonly  ufed,  contain  four 
grains.  The  reafon  of  this  variation  is,  that 
fmall  dofes  may  be  firft  given,  till  the  peculiar 
difpofition  of  the  patient  be  known  ;  which  is 
a  very  proper  caution.  There  is  no  limitation 
with  refped;  to  the  greateft  quantity;  as  that  is 
adapted  to  the  effefts  they  have  on  the  patient; 
and  the  exigence  of  the  cafe. 

PiLULiE    PACIFIC^,    E. 

A?2odyne  pills. 
Take  of  gum  Ammoniac,  three  ounces  ; 
of  Ruffian  caftor,  two  ounces  ;  of  Eng- 
lifb  faffron,  and  of  opium,  each  one  ounce  \ 
and  of  the  common  fyrup,  as  much  as  may 
be  iiifficient.    Mix,  and  form  a  mafs  for  pills. 

B  b  4  O  B  s  F  R- 
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Observation. 

This  compound  is  evidently  formed  in  the 
intention  of  a  narcotic,  or  anodyne  medicine, 
to  quiet  pains,  and  procure  reft,  where  pre- 
vented by  them.  The  choice  of  the  ingredients 
feems  very  proper  for  the  intention  :  but  the  re- 
lative quandty  of  the  others,  particularly  the 
caftor,  feems  too  fmall  in  proportion  to  the 
opium  :  whichj  confequently,  reftrains  the  free 
ufe  of  the  pills. 

The  dofe  m^y  be  from  four  to  feven  grains. 


PiLULiS     TACIFICTE,    A^.  S.  T. 

A?iock?ie  pills. 
Take  of  ftrained  opium,  one  grain  ^  and 
of  extract  of  liquorice,  three  grains.      Mijc 
them,  and  make  four  pills  of  the  mai^. 

Observation. 

This  form  is  proper,  wherever  crude  opium 
is  thought  neceifary  :  and  the  whole,  or  lefs, 
as  occafion  may  require,  may  be  given  in  one 
dofe. 

PlLUL-^     PURGANTES     CUM     IVfERCURIO, 

N.  S.  B. 

Purging  pills  iz'iih  mercury. 
Take  of  the  cathartic  extra£l,  one  fcruple ; 
of  calomel,   half  a  fcruple  ;   and  of  fyrup 
of  buckthorn^  as  much  as  may  be  fufficient. 

Mix 
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Mix  them,  that  they  may  form  a  mafs  for 
pills. 

O  B  S  E  RV  A  T  I  O  N- 

Thefe  pills  are  given  in  venereal,  and  other 
cafes ;  where  mercurials,  joined  with  cathartics, 
are  thought  proper. 

The  whole  forms  one  dofe,  to  be  taken 
twice  every  week. 

PiLULJE  SEU  EXTRACTUM  RUDII,  E. 

Rtidius's  pills ^  or  extract. 

Take  of  the  roots  of  black  hellebore,  and 
of  coloquintida,  each  one  ounce ;  being 
pounded,  add  to  them,  of  fpring-water, 
four  pounds >  Boil  them  to  the  confump- 
tion  of  half  :  and,  having  llrained  the 
fluid  through  a  woollen  bag,  evaporate  it 
to  the  confiftence  of  honey.  Add  then  the 
following  ingredients,  ground  to  pov/der  ; 
of  Succotorine  aloes,  two  ounces  \  and  of 
fcammony,  one  ounce:  and,  having  remov- 
ed tlie  mafs  from  the  fire,  put  in  alfo  of 
tartar  vitriolate,  two  drams;  and  of  diftilled 
oil  of  cloves,  one  dram. 

Observation. 

Thefe  pills  are  ufed  where  ftrong  draftic 
purges  are  wanted. 

The  dofe  may  be,  from  fifteen  grains  to 
thirty.  Pilu- 
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FlLULM  RuFi,  L. 
Rufus's  pills. 

Take  of  Succotorine  aloes,  two  ounces ; 
and  of  myrrh,  and  faifron,  each  one  ounce. 
Make  them  into  a  niafs  for  pills,  with  a 
liiiticient  quantity  of  faftron. 

Observation. 

Thefe  pills  difrer  from  \ht  pilule^  communes 
of  the  Edinburg  Pharmacopeia^  only  in  the  pro- 
portion of  faffron  ;  which  is  there  half  an 
ounce  :  but  where  its  qualities  are  necelTary  to 
the  intention,  this  quantity  will  not  be  too  great. 
They  are  proper  on  all  occafions,  where  moderate 
cathartics  of  the  draftic  kind  are  wanted.  They 
are  alfo  deobllruent,  and  will,  in  many  cafes, 
avail  as  an  emmenagogue. 

The  dofe  may  be  a  fcruple,  or  thirty  grains, 
where  they  are  wanted  as  an  evacuant :  and 
from  eight,  to  twelve  grains,  when  adminifter- 
ed  as  an  alterative. 

PlLULJE  SAPONACE^,Z/. 

Scpe,  pills. 

Take  of  almond  fope,  four  ounces ;  of 
ftrained  opium,  half  an  ounce ;  and  of 
effence  of  lemons,  one  dram.  Beat  the 
opium,   foftencd  with   a  little  wine,   along 

with 
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with  the  other  ingredients,  till  they  be  per- 
fe6lly  united. 

Observation. 
Thefe  pills  are  anodyne,  from  the  opium ; 
and  nightly  refolvent,  from  the  fope ;  and  proper, 
where  there  is  great  tenfion  and  inflammation. 
The  dofe  may  be  from  fix,  to  nine  grains. 

Pilule  e  styra(2e,  L. 

Storax  pills. 

Take  of  ftrained  ftorax,  and  of  faffron, 
one  ounce  ;  and  of  flrained  opium,  five 
drams.  Beat  them  well  together,  till  they 
be  perfectly  united. 

Observation. 

This  compofition  is  of  much  the  fame  nature 
with  the  preceding  :  but  lefs  fuitable,  where 
there  is  great  tennon  and  inflammation  :  being 
jnore  adapted  to  colder  cafes,  where  reft  is 
wanted,  from  too  great  irritation. 

The  dofe  may  be  from  four,  to  fix  grains. 

Pilule  syphilic^,   N.  S.  T! 
Pills  for  the  ''cenereal  difeafe. 

Take  of  the  mercury  precipitate  per  fc^ 
or  calcined  mercury,  one  grain  3  of  the 
crumb  of  foft  bread,  two  grains ;  and  of 
the  m^ucilage  of  gum  tragacanth,  as  much 

as 
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as  may  be  ibfficient.     Pvlix,  and  make  them 

into  pilis. 

By  the  addition  of  four  grains  of  aloes, 
the  piluhv  fyphilictic  piirgantes^  or  purging 
venereal  pills,  are  formed. 

Observation. 

The  precipitate  per  fe^  vv^hich  is  the  only 
aftive  ingredient  in  the  pills,  the  other  being 
meer  vehicles,  was  the  remedy  ufed  by  a  late 
French  quack,  who  was  much  followed,  to  cure 
the  venereal  difeafe.  It  is  now  adopted  in  the 
fame  intention  by  fome  eminent  perfons  in  re- 
gular pradice ;  who  ufe  it  under  the  pretence, 
that  it  is  not  liable  to  produce  falivations,  as 
other  powerful  mercurials  :  but  there  is  nothing 
more  faife  than  this  notion  :  for  it  very  fre- 
quently falivates  Vv  ith  great  violence.  It  has, 
moreover,  a  very  exceptionable  quality,  when 
given  in  thofe  dofes  that  are  thought  requilite 
to  render  it  effectual  in  this  intention  :  which 
is,  that  it  caufes  exceffive  gripings ;  and,  on  the 
patient's  happening  to  take  cold,very  troublefcme 
febrile,  and  other  general  diforders.  So  that,  as 
it  does  not  appear  to  have  the  advantage  over 
calomel,  or  other  milder  mercurials,  with  re- 
IpeA  to  its  medicinal  efficacy,  and  is  much 
more  rough  and  hazardous  in  its  operation,  it 
ought  rather  to  be  rejeded^  than  preferred  to 
them* 

The 
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The  whole,  in  this  prefcription,  is  intended 
to  be  one  dole,  taken  at  night;  and  to  be  re- 
peated as  often  as  is  confident  with  the  habit 
of  the  patient. 
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Of  bolujjh. 


Bolus  alterans,  N.  S.  T. 

• 

^  I  ^AKE  of  lenitive  eleclary,  one  dram; 

-Sl      of  /Etliiops  mineral,  and  of  the  fim- 

ple  fyrup,  each  half  a  dram  ;  and  of  gum 

guaiacum,  ten  grains.   Mix,  and  make  them 

into  a  bolus- 

Observation. 

This  bolus  is  alterative ;  and  Intended  for 
thofe  cafes,  where  mild*mercurials  and  deob- 
ftruents  are  required.  But  the  uncertainty  of 
the  effeds,  as  was  before  obferved,  of  ^Lthiops 
mineral,  in  many  habits,  render  the  ufe  of 
more  a6live  mercurials  preferable  in  general. 

This  bolus  is  to  be  taken  twice  every  day. 

Bolus  aluminosus,    A^  S.  T. 
Alum  bolus. 

Take  of  conferve  of  rofes,  one  fcruple  ; 

of  common  alum,  and  of  the  fimple  fyrup, 

crxh 
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each  ten  grains.     Mix,  and  form  them  inta 
a  bolus. 

Observation. 

This  bolus  is  aftringent  and  ftyptlc.  It  is, 
therefore,  of  fervice  in  continued  loofenefles, 
that  are  owing  rather  to  a  laxity  of  the  veffels, 
than  acrimonious,  or  irritating  humours  :  and 
in  floodings,  or  other  haemorrhages ;  which  it 
checks,  as  well  by  changing  the  colliquative 
ftate  of  the  blood,  as  by  conftringing  the  veffels. 

This  bolus  is  prefcribed  to  be  taken  twice 
every  day. 

Bolus  antimonialis,  N.  S.T\ 

Antimonial  bolus. 

Take  of  ^^.thiops  mineral,  and  of  crude 
antimony,  each  one  fcruple  ;  and  of  con- 
ferve  of  elder,  and  fimple  fyrup,  each  ten 
grains.  Mix  thcm,^  that  they  may  form  a 
bolus. 

Observation. 

This  differs  only  from  the  bolus  alterans^ 
above  defcribed,  in  the  fubfiituting  the  crude 
antimony  for  the  gum  guaiacum.  But,  as  the 
adlion  of  crude  antimony,  except  in  the  prima 
"via,  where  it  may  deftroy  worms,  is  very  du- 
bious, this  feems  inferior  to  the  other  in  all 
intentions,  but  as  a  vermifuge. 

This  bolus  is  to  be  taken  twice  every  day. 

Bolus 


Chirurgical  Pharmacy.       383 

Bolus  e  calomele,  N.  S.  T. 
Calomel  bolus. 

Take  of  calomLl,  ten  grains  3  and  of  foft 
conferve  of  red  rofes,  half  a  dram.  Mix 
them,  that  they  may  form  a  bolus. 

Observation. 

This  bolus  is  proper,  where  calomel  is  given 
for  the  venereal  difeafe,  or  in  other  fuch  cafes: 
but  the  dofe  is  here  too  great  for  the  di2:tetic 
adminiftration  :  and  v^hen  this  is  taken,  it 
muft  either  be  wrought  off  by  purges,  after 
the  third  or  fourth  time  5  or  there  will  be  dan- 
ger of  its  affefting  the  mouth  in  fome  habits. 

Bolus  chalybeatus,  N.  S.  T. 
Steel  bolus. 

Take  of  conferve  of  fea-v/orm wood,  twen- 
ty-four grains  3  of  filings  of  fteel,  twelve 
grains ;  of  powdered  ginger,  and  canella 
alba,  each  three  grains  3  and  of  the  fimple 
fyrup,  twenty-one  grains.  Mix  them,  that 
they  may  form  a  bolus. 

Observation. 
This  bolus  is  corroborative,  and  deobfi.ruent : 
but  the  moft  frequent  ufe  of  it  is,  as  an  em- 
men  agogue,    in  chloretic   cafes ;    where,  ne- 

verthelefs. 
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verthelefs,    the    bolus  ecphracliciis^    below  de- 

fcribed,  is  much  more  effedual. 

This  bolus  is  to  be  taken  twice  every  day, 

*  Bolus  ecphracticus. 
DeobJlrue?tt  bolus. 

Take  of  Succotorine  aloes,  powdered,  four 
grains  ;  of  fait  of  fteel,  three  grains ;  of 
calomel,  two  grains  3  of  conferve  of  fea- 
wormwood,  and  of  fyrup  of  orange-peel, 
each  one  fcruple.  Mix  them^  that  they  may 
form  a  bolus. 

Observation. 
This  is  a  much  more  powerful  and  certain  em- 
menagogue,  than  the  preceding ;  and  rarely  fails 
to  produce  the  due  effects.    It  is,  iikewife,  very 
efficacious  in  thofe  cachectic  cafe%  that  depend 
,    on  obftrudlions  of  the  liver,  and  other  vifcera ;  • 
elpecially  if  aided  by  moderate  dofes  of  fope. 
This  bolus  is  to  be  taken  every  night. 

Bolus  e  guaico,    N.  S.  T. 
Gtiaiacum  bolus. 
Take  of  gum  guaiacum,  con  fcrve  of  elder, 
and  the  fimple  fyrup,  each  half  a  dram.  Mix 
them,  that  they  may  form  a  bolus. 

ObSE  RVAT  I  o  N. 

The  guaiacum  is  found  frequently  to  relieve 
in  the  moving,  and  irregular  pains  of  the  gout ; 

and 
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iand  in  rbeumatifms :  and  is  conveniently  admi- 
niftered  in  this  form. 

This  bolus  is  to  be  taken  every  morning* 

Bolus  h^.morrhoidales,  A^.  S.7^. 
Bolus  for  the  piles. 

Take  of  the  lenitive  ele6]:ary,  and  waflied 
flowers  of  fulphur,  each  half  a  dram  5  and 
of  the  folutive  fyrup  of  rofes,  of  the  Londoil 
Tharmacopeia^   tv^enty-four  grains. 

Observation. 
The  n^me  of  this  bolus  fufficiently  explains 
Its  medicinal  ufe  :  but  w^hether  the  authority  of 
ufage,  or  certain  obfervation  of  the  real  effica- 
cy of  mineral  fulphur  in  the  cure  of  the  piles, 
retains  this  medicine  in  practice,  is  a  matter  of 
fome  doubt. 

This  is  prefcribed  to  be  taken  twice  every 
day. 

Bolus  jALAPP^,   N.  S.T. 
jalap  bolus. 

Take  of  powdered  Jalap,  half  a  dram  5 
of  powdered  ginger,  fix  grains ;  and  of  fyrup 
of  buckthorn,  thirty-four  grains.  Mix 
them,  that  they  may  form  a  bolus. 

Obse  rv  A  t  ioN. 
Jalap  is  a  very  kindly  and  efficacious  ca- 
thartic, and  may  be  well  adminiftered  in  this 

C  c  form^ 


h 
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form,  where  moderate  draftic  purges  arc  re- 
quired. 

Bolus  e  rhabarbaro,   N.S.T. 
Rhubarb  bolus. 

Take  of  powdered  rhubarb,  half  a  dram  ^ 

and  of  the  fimple  fyrup,  one  dram  and  a 

half.      Mix  them,  that  they  may  form  a 

bolus, 

Ob  ser  vat  ion. 
Rhubarb  may  be  very  conveniently  given  in 
this  form,  where  it  is  adminiftered  as  a  cathar- 
tic :  but  where  it  is  ufed  to  check  loofeneffes, 
itfhould  be  previoufly  terrified. 

Bolus  e  rheo,   N.  S.  B. 
Rhubarb  bolus. 

Take  of  terrified  rhubarb,  fifteen  grains  5 
and  of  the  eleSiarium  e  fcordio  of  the  Lon- 
don Pharmacopeia^  half  a  dram*  Mix  them, 
that  they  may  form  a  bolus. 

Observation. 
This  differs  from  the  preceding,  in  adding 
the  eleSlarium  efcordioy  and  in  roafling  the  rhu- 
barb, and  dimlnifhing  the  quantity:  which 
fhews,  that  the  compofition  is  not  intended  to 
be  ufed  where  cathartics  are  wanted  in  a  ge- 
neral view ;  but  for  the  checking  diarrhoeas,  to 
which  purpofe  it  is  extremely- well  adapted. 

Bolus 
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Bolus  roborans,  N.  S.  B. 
Corroborative  bolus. 
Take  of  yellow  refm,  one  fcruples  of 
rhubarb^  five  grains  5  of  the  conferve  of 
red  rofes,  ten  grains ;  and  of  the  fimple 
fyrup,  as  much  as  may  be  fufficient.  Mix 
them,  that  they  may  form  a  bolus. 

Observation. 

The  bolus  corroborativus  of  the  Pharjnaco- 
peia  of  St.  Thomas's  Hofpital,  is  the  fame  with 
this :  except  that  the  proportion  of  rhubarb  is 
there  ten  grains :  which,  if  the  medicine  be 
taken  twice  every  day,  as  is  prefcribed,  would 
be  apt  to  purge  many.  The  qualities  of  the  in- 
gredients in  this  compound,  fcarcely  intitle  it 
to  the  name  of  corroborative  :  if  its  effects  be 
confidered,  otherwife,  than  with  refpedl  to  the 
inteftines. 

This  is  prefcribed  to  be  taken  twice  a  day. 

Bolus  saponaceus,  iV*.  S.  B^ 

Sope  bolus. 

Take  of  white  fope,  half  a  dram  5  of  oil 

of  }uniper,  ten  grains ;  and  of  fimple  fyrup^ 

as  much  as  may  be  fufficient.      Mix  them, 

that  they  may  form  a  bolus. 

C  C    2  O  B  S 1  R-* 
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Observation. 

The  form  of  a  bolus  is  not  fo  convenient  for 
the  adminiftration  of  fope,  as  that  of  pills; 
unlefs  where,  as  here,  fome  ethereal  oil,  or 
other  fluid,  be  required  to  be  joined  with  it. 

This  bolus  is  refolvent,  and  deobftruent; 
and  is  alfo  a  very  good  nephritic,  in  cafes  of 
gravel,  or  fmall  ftones. 

This  is  prefcribed  to  be  taken  twice  a  day. 

Bolus  specificus,  N.  S.  B. 

Speiific  bolus. 

Take  of  mercury  precipitate  per  fe^   or 

calcined  mercury,    one  grain  and  a  half  | 

and  of  the  philonium  Londinenfe^  ten  grains. 

Mix  them,  that  they  may  form  a  bolus. 

Observation* 

This  is  of  the  fame  nature  as  xht  pilula  fy^ 
philkc^y  before  defcribed ;  except  that  the  quan- 
tity of  the  precipitate /^^T^^  is  there  lefs  by  one 
third  part :  and  that  the  philonium  is  here 
added  to  prevent  the  griping  eflfeds  5  which 
that  preparation  of  mercury  has  in  a  greater 
degree  than  any  other,  except  the  corrofive 
fublimate. 

It  is  prefcribed  to  be  taken  every  night 


Bolus 
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Bolus  ad  strumas,  N.  S.  T. 
Bolus  for  the  king's  evil. 

Take  of  burnt  fponge,  one  dram  5  of 
the  conferve  of  elder,  half  a  dram  ;  and  of 
the  fimple  fyrup,  two  drams,.  Mix  them, 
that  they  may  form  a  bolus. 

Observation* 

The  burnt  fponge  has  been  efteemed  a  fpecific 
in  fcrophulous  cafes ;  and  for  the  difcuffing 
ftrumous  fwellings  of  the  glands.  But  its  adlion 
is  very  uncertain,  if  it  be  at  all  efFeclual. 

This  bolus  is  prefcribed  to  be  taken  twice 
every  day. 

Bolus  tartareus,  N.  S.  "T. 
;    Tartar  bolus. 

Take  of  cream  of  tartar,  and  of  vitrio- 
lated  tartar,  each  ten  grains  ;  of  the  fait  of 
fteel,  five  grains  3  of  the  conferve  of  fea- 
wormwood,  half  a  dram  5  and  of  the  fim- 
ple fyrup,  as  much  as  may  be  fufficient* 
Mix  them,  that  they  may  form  a  bolus^ 

Observation* 

This  is  a  very  powerful  alterative  in  cache(flic 
cafes,  where  there  is  a  great  vifcidity  and  lentor 
of  the  juices,  and  relaxation  of  the  folids. 

The  bolus  mufl  be  taken  twice  every  day. 

C  c  3  Bolus 
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BOLtJS   £    TORPETHO,     N.  S,  T, 

Turpeth  bolus. 

Take  of  turpeth  mineral,  or  yellow  emetic 

mercury,  five  grains  3  of  em.etic  tartar^  threip 

grains  ^  and  of  the  conferve  of  red  rofes^  one 

fcrapie.     Mix  them,   that  they  may  form  a 

bolus. 

Observation. 

This  is  a  very  proper  vomit,  where  revuljfion 
is  required  to  be  made,  by  fuch  means,  in  the 
cafe  of  the  hrnia  veneris^  or  other  fuch  fymp-^ 
toms,  where  time  cannot  be  allowed  for  the 
operation  of  medicaments  in  other  intentions, 


SECT.     W. 

Of  ekSlaries. 

Electarjum  antispasmodicum,  Bolus  pa-^ 
ralyticus,  dictum,  N.  S.  T. 

'  I  ^  x4KE  of  muftard -feeds,  two  ounces ; 
A  of  caraway-feeds,  and  of  canella  alba, 
each  two  drams  ;  of  ginger,  one  dram  ;  of 
fpirxt  of  turpentine,  one  dram  and  a  half ; 
and  of  the  limple  fyrup,  as  much  as  may 
be  fufficient.  Mix  them,  that  they  may 
forrn  an  clectary, 

O  B  S  E  R- 


Chirurgical  Pharmacy.       391 
Observation. 

This  compofition  is  very  well  adapted  to  the 
antifpafmodic  intention,  and  will  be  found  effi- 
cacious in  all  paralytic,  and  convulfive  cafes, 
where  ftimulating  medicaments,  of  a  warming 
aromatic  nature,  are  required.  It  would,  how- 
ever, be  an  improvement,  to  change  the  quantity 
of  fpirit  of  turpentine,  for  a  dram  of  the  effen- 
tial  oil  of  amber}  which  is  much  more  power- 
ful h\  its  effe(fl:s  on  the  nerves  ^  and  great  ad- 
vantage v/iil  be  found,  likewife,  from  the  ad- 
dition of  two  or  three  drams  of  camphor. 

The  prefcribed  dofe  is  one  dram,  to  be  taken 
twice  every  day. 

Electarium  aperiens,  N.  S.  B. 
Opening  eleSfary. 

Take  of  the  lenitive  eledary,  two  pounds; 

of  white  tartar,  four  ounces  -,   of  powdered 

jalap,   one  ounce  ;    of  the   effential  oil  of 

caraway-feeds,    two    drams  3    and   of   the 

folutive  fyrup  of  rofes,  as  much  as  may  be 

fufficient.     Mix  them,  that  they  may  form 

an  eledary. 

Observation. 

This  is  a  very  cheap  and  gentle  cathartic : 
and  very  fit,  where  there  is  occafion,  to  keep 
the  body  open  by  the  ufe  of  frequent,  or  con- 
ftant  medicaments. 

C  c  4  The 
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The  dofe  may  be  about  as  much  as  equals  a 
nutmeg,  in  bulk,  or  more ;  to  be  repeated  as 
often  as  occafion  may  require. 

Electa^rium  aromaticum,   N.  S.  B. 
Aromatic  ekSlary. 

Take  of  the  aromatic  fpecies  of  the  Lon- 
don Pharmacopeia^  fix  ounces  ;  of  conferve 
of  orange-peel,  one  pound  ^  and  of  the 
limple  fyrup,  as  much  as  may  be  fufRcient. 
Mix  theni^  that  they  may  form  an  ele6lary. 

Ob  SE  RVAT  I  ON. 

This  eleftary  is  corroborative,  and  cordial; 
and  would  be  a  very  good  ftomachic  ;  but  that 
the  proportion  of  fugar  in  it  is  greater  than  is  fit, 
where  the  digeftion  is  weak,  and  an  acefccnce, 
confequently,  apt  to  prevail  in  the  bowels. 

The  prefcribed  dofe  is  a  quantity  equal  to 
the  fize  of  a  nutmeg,  to  be  taken  thrice  every 
day. 

Ej-ECTARiuM  AROMATICUM,  Bolus  aromati* 

CUS,    DICTUM,    N.  S.  Tl 

Aromatic  eJeSiary. 

Take  of  nutmeg,   ilightly  torrified,  and 

of   the  ele5larium  e  fcordio  cum  opio^    each 

fbur  ounces ;   of  prepared  white  chalk,  one 

ounce  y  and  of  the  fimple  fyrup,  as  much 

as 
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as  may  be  fufficient.  Mix  them,  that  they 
may  form  an  eleclary. 

Observation. 

This  compofition  is  called  eleclariiim  ajlrtn-' 
gensy  in  the  Pharmacopeia  of  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hofpital;  and  feems  calculated  principally  to  the 
checking  diarrhoeas :  in  which  intention  all  the 
ingredients  correfpond,  except  the  fugar.  It  is, 
therefore,  not  fo  properly  named  aromatic,  as 
the  preceding,  which  contains  no  ingredients, 
except  the  fugar,  but  what  have  the  proper 
qualities  of  aromatics. 

The  dofe  of  this  eledlary  is  one  dram,  to  be 
taken  thrice  every  day. 

Electarium  arthreticum. 
Rledlary  for  the  gout. 

Take  of  the  bell  honey,  three  ounces  ; 

and  of   fpirit  of   turpentine,   tv/o    ounces. 

Mix  them,   that  they  may  form  an  ele6tary, 

Obs  er  vat  I  ON. 

This  eledary,  by  its  name,  is  defigned  as 
an  alterative  againft  the  gout :  but  does  not,  I 
^m  afraid,  often  prevail  greatly.  It  is,  like- 
wife,  given  fometimes  in  nephritic  cafes :  and 
with  much  greater  efFeft. 

The  prefcribed  dofe  is  one  dram,  twice  eve- 
ry day. 

IElec-^ 
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E1.ECTARIUM  ASTRiNGENs,  Bolus  aftringcns,' 
DICTUM,    N.   S.  B. 
u4jh'272gent  eleclary. 
Take  of  the  conferve  of  red  rofes,  twelve 
ounces  3   of  prepared  terra  Japonica^  three 
ounces;  of  common  alum,  and  of  the  acid 
elixir  of  vitriol,  (according  to  the  London 
Pharmacopeia,)  each  one  ounce  ;   and  of  the 
fyrup   of  red   poppies,   as  much  as  may  be 
fufficient  for    the  confiftence.      Mix  them, 
that  they  may  form  an  eleclary. 

Observation. 
This  compofition  is  confiderably  aflringent, 
and  ftyptic  ;  and  proper,  not  only  for  checking 
diarrhoeas,  that  depend  rather  on  the  laxity  of 
the  inteftines,  and  coUiquation  of  the  fluids, 
than  on  irritating  and  acrimonious  humours  j 
but  alfo  the  too  profufe,  and  too  long  conti- 
nued flowing  of  the  catamenia,  and  other  he- 
morrhages. The  elixir  of  vitriol  is,  neverthe- 
lefs,  in  fome  meafure,  an  exceptionable  ingre- 
dient ;  as  fubftances  fo  acrid,  and  cauflic, 
fliould '  not  be  given  without  dilution  :  violent 
gripings,  and  other  difagreeable  fymptoms, 
being  fometimes  the  refult  of  the  ufe  of  them, 
when  otherwife  adminiftered. 
-  The  prefcribed  dofe  of  this  ele6tary  is  one 
dram,  to  be  taken  thrice  every  day. 

Elec- 
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Electarium  astringens,  N.  S.  B. 

BindtJig  ekciary. 

See  EleSfarium  aromatictim. 

Electarium  e  casia,  L. 
The  cafia  eleSlary. 
Take  of  the  folutive  fyrup  of  rofes,  and 
of  the  pulp  of  cafia  frefh  extra6ted,  each 
half  a  pound ;  of  manna,  two  ounces  ^  and 
of  the  pulp  of  tamarinds,  one  ounce.  Rub 
the  manna  in  a  mortar ;  and  then,  having 
diiTolved  it  with  a  gentle  heat  in  the  fyrup, 
add  the  pulp  5  and,  by  continuing  the 
heat,  reduce  the  whole  to  the  proper  con- 
fidence. 

Observation. 

This  is  fometimes  ufed  fimply ;  where  gen- 
tle cathartics  are  wanted  :  but  more  frequently 
made  a  part  of  other  compofitions  in  that  in- 
tention. 

The  dofe  may  be  about  an  ounce;  to  be  taken 
as  often  as  there  may  be  occafion. 

Electarium  cinnabaris,  N.  S.  JB. 

Tbe  cinnabar  eleSlary. 

Take  of  fa6litious  cinnabar,  of  gum 
guaiacum,  and  of  rob  of  elder,   each  equal 

parts } 
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parts ;  and  of  the  limple  fyrup,  as  much  as 
may  be  fufficient.  Mix  them,  that  they 
may  form  an  eleftary. 

Observation. 

This  eled^ry  is  alterative  3  and,  in  habits 
where  the  cinnabar  is  efficacious,  will  relieve 
in  confirmed  rheamatifms :  but  it  is,  in  gene- 
ral, more  certain,  as  was  obferved  before,  to 
join  the  faline  preparations  of  mercury  with 
the  guaiacum,  inftead  of  it. 

The  prefcribed  dofe,  is  a  quantity  equal  in 
bulk  to  a  nutmeg,  to  be  taken  twice  every  day. 

Electarium  Copaivi,  Bolus  Copaivi,  dic- 
tum, N.  S.  T. 
The  balfam  of  Capivi  eleSfary. 
Take  of  lenitive  eleftary,  and  balfam  of 
Capivi,  each  one   ounce  3   and  of  powdered 
rhubarb,    three   drams.      Mix  them,    that 
they  may  form  an  ele6lary, 

O  BSER  vat  I  o  N. 
This  eledary  is  frequently  given  in  gonor- 
rhoeas, after  the  virulence  is  deftroyed  by  the 
ufe  of  mercurials.  But  fuch  medicaments,  con- 
taining this,  or  turpentine,  and  other  vegetable 
balfams,  are,  in  general,  better  omitted  in 
thofe  cafes :  as  they  tend,  by  the  irritating  na- 
ture of  the  balfams,  to  protrad  the  difcharge  ; 
and,  fometimes,  occaiion  purulent  gleets,  that 
are  oblrinate.  The 
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The  prefcribed  dofe  is  one  dram,  to  be  taken 
twice  every  day. 

Electarium  corticis  Peruvians,  Bolus 
febrilis,  dictum,  N.  S»  jT. 

Febrifuge  eleBary. 

Take  of  the  Peruvian  bark  powdered,  two 
ounces ;  and  of  the  fimple  fyrup,  fix  ounces* 
Mix  them,  that  they  may  form  an  eleftary. 

Observation. 

This  form  may  be  ufed,  where  the  hark  is 
thought  proper  to  be  given  in  mortifications :  or 
as  an  alterative,  in  the  cafe  of  ulcers  obftinately 
foul  and  unkindly. 

The  dofe  may  be  a  dram  ^  to  be  taken  every 
day,  when  intended  as  an  alterative.  But  it 
may  be  repeated  more  frequently,  even  every 
two  hours ;  or  increafed  greatly  in  quantity  j 
when  given  in  the  cafe  of  mortifications. 

Electarium  ad  gonorrhoeam,  Bolus  ad 
gonorrhoeam,  dictum,  N.  S.  T. 

Take  of  powdered  jalap,   three  ounces  ; 

of  powdered  hquorice,  and  fcammony,  each 

one  ounce;  and  of  turpentine,  ten  ounces* 

Mix  them,  that  they  may  form  ^n  ele6lary. 


Obser- 
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Observation. 

This  is  much  of  the  fame  nature,  and  fub-* 
fervient  to  the  fame  intention,  as  the  eleSiarhini 
Copaivij  above  given  :  from  which  it  differs  in 
little  elfe,  but  the  being  a  much  cheaper  com- 
pofition. 

The  prefcribed  dofe  is  one  dram  every 
morning. 

Electarium  h^morrhoidale,  N.S.B. 
EleStary  for  the  piles. 
Take  of  lenitive  ele6lary,  and  wafhed 
flowers  of  fulphur,  each  equal  parts ;  and 
of  the  fimple  fyrup,  as  much  as  may  be  fuf- 
ficient.  Mix  them,  that  they  may  form  an 
cle6lary. 

Observation. 

This  is  the  fame  with  the  bolus  hcemorrhoidali 
of  St.  Thomas's  Hofpital,  before  defcribed. 

The  prefcribed  dofe  is  one  dram,  to  be  taken 
twice  every  day. 

Confectio  Japonica,  E. 

EleSlary  of  terra  Japonica. 

Take  of  the  terra  Japonica,  three  ounces  1 

of  tormentil  root,  of  nutmegs,  and  of  oliba- 

num,   each  two  ounces ;  of  opium,   diffolv^ 

cd  in  a  fufficient  quantity  of  fack,  one  dram 

and 
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and  a  half  5  and  of  fyrup  of  rofes,  infpiffated 
by  evaporation  to  the  confiftence  of  honey, 
thrice  the  weight  of  all  the  powders.  Mix 
them,  that  they  may  form  an  ele61ary. 

Observation. 

This  is  intended  to  fupply  the  place  of  the 
diafcordium  :  and  is,  therefore,  principally  cal- 
culated to  check  thofe  diarrhoeas,  that  depend 
on  a  laxity  of  the  veflels,  or  too  great  irritabilz^ 
ty  of  the  glands  of  the  inteftines,  to  which  it  is 
well  adapted  :  as  alfo  to  relieve  againft  too 
profufe,  or  long  continued  flowings  of  the  ca- 
tamenia. 

The  dofe  may  be,  from  one  dram  to  three 
and  a  half:  which  contains  about  one  grain  of 
opium. 

Electarium  lenitivum,  L. 
The  lenitive  eleBary. 
Take  of  dried  figs,  one  pound  3  of  the 
leaves  of  fena,  eight  ounces ;  of  the  pulp 
of  tamarinds,  of  cafia,  and  of  French  prunes, 
each  half  a  pound  ;  of  coriander-feeds, 
four  ounces ;  of  liquorice,  three  ounces  j 
and  of  double-refined  fugar,  two  pounds 
and  a  half.  Powder  the  fena  with  the  co- 
riander-feed i  and   feparate,  by  lifting  ten 

ounces 
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ounces  of  the  fineft  part  of  the  powdef^ 
Boil  the  remainder  with  the  figs,  and  liquo- 
rice, in  two  quarts  of  water,  till  half  be 
wafted.  Then  ftrain,  and  prefs  out  the 
fluid ;  and  evaporate  it  afterwards  to  the 
weight  of  one  pound  and  a  half,  or  fome-- 
what  lefs.  Add  then  the  fugar  to  it,  that 
a  fyrup  may  be  formed  :  and  mix  this  fyrup 
gradually  with  the  pulps ;  ftirring  in  at  laft 
the  fifted  powder. 

Observation, 

This  eledlary  is  gently  cathartic  ;  and  moft 
commonly  given  where  there  is  occafion  for 
frequently  repeated  medicaments  in  that  in- 
tention. 

The  dofe  may  be  a  quantity  equal  to  a 
nutmeg :  to  be  taken  every  day,  where  it  is 
only  required  to  keep  the  body  open  :  and  if  it 
be  intended  to  aft  more  powerfully,  an  ounce 
may  be  taken :  but  it  is  ufual,  in  fuch  cafes, 
to  conjoin  fome  more  adive  cathartic  with  it. 

Electarium  lenitivum,  E. 

'The  lenitive  cleBary. 

Take  of  the  leaves  of  fena,  four  ounces ; 

of  liquorice,  two  ounces;  of  coriander-feeds, 

one  ounce ;  and  of  boiling  water,  four  piuts^ 

Infufe 
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Infufe  the  other  ingredients  in  the  water,  for 
one  night^,  in  a  clofe  veflel ;  and  to  the  fluid, 
then  ftrained  off,  add  fix  pounds  of  fugar. 
Boil  the  mixture  to  the  cohfiftence  of  a  thick 
fyrup  ;  and  then  put  to  it,  of  the  pulp  of 
French  prunes,  one  pound  ;  and  of  that  of 
cafia  fiftularis,  and  tamarinds,  each  half  a 
pound.     Mix  them,  that  they  may  form  an 

Observation. 

This  is  much  the  fame  with  the  preceding ; 
but  fimpler,  and  more  elegant. 

Electarium  nephriticum,  A^.  S.T. 
Nephritic  eleSiary. 

Take  of  lenitive  eleclary,  twelve  ounces ; 
bf  Strafburg  turpentine,  four  ounces ;  and  of 
chryftals  of  tartar,  one  ounce.  Mix  them, 
that  they  may  form  an  ele6lary. 

Observation. 

This  eleftary  is  a  palliative  remedy  in  bad 
Cafes  of  the  ftone,  in  the  bladder,  or  kidneys, 
by  promoting  the  difcharge  of  urine,  and  keep- 
ing the  inteftines  free  from  too  great  a  load.  It 
will  alfo  caufe  gravel  and  fmall  ftones  to  pafs : 
but  does  not  promote  the  abfolute  cure  io  effec- 
tually as  the  ufe  of  fope,  or  alkaline  falts. 

Dd  The 
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The  prefcribed  dofe  is  one  dram,  to  be  taken 
twice  every  day. 

Electarium  purgans,   N.  S.  T. 

Purging  ekclary. 

Take  of  powdered  jalap,    one  pound  y 

of  ginger,  one  ounce ,   and  of  the  fyrup  of 

buckthorn,   as  much  as   may  be  fufficient. 

Mix  them,  that  they  may  form  an  eleftary. 

Observation. 
This  is  a  very  cheap,  kindly,  and  effeiftual 
cathartic,  for  all  common  occalions. 
The  dofe  may  be  half  a  dram. 

Electarium  e  scammonio* 
EIe5lary  of  fcammony. 
Take  of  fcammony,  an  ounce  and  a  half} 
of  cloves,  and  of  ginger,  each  fix  drams  ; 
of  the  eflential  oil  of  caraway-feeds,  half  a 
dram  5  and  of  honey,  half  a  pound.  Pow- 
der the  fcammony  feparately  3  and  mix  the 
aromatics,  previouily  pounded  together,  with 
the  honey.  Then  add  the  fcammony  3  and 
afterwards  the  oil  of  caraway- feeds. 


Obser- 
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Observatio  n. 
This  compofition  is  proper,    where  flrong 
draftic  purges  are  required. 

The  mean  dofe  is  about  one  dram  and  a  half. 


Electarium  e  scordio. 
T'he  fcordium  eleSlary. 
Take  of  the  fpecies  of  fcordium,  with 
opium,  any  quantity  ;  and  of  diacodium, 
thrice  the  weight  of  the  fpecies,  boiled  to 
the  confiftence  of  honey.  Mix  them  toge- 
ther, that  they  may  form  an  ele6lary. 

Observation. 

This  is  anodyne,  and  cordial,  and  as  fach 
may  be  proper  in  all  cafes,  where  thofe  inten- 
tions concur  :  but  it  is  moftly  ufed  for  check- 
ing diarrhoeas. 

The  dole  may  be,  from  one  dram  to  two, 
or  two  and  a  half:  which,  including  the  dia- 
codium,  is,  confidered  as  a  narcotic,  equivalent 
to  about  one  grain  of  opium. 


B  d  2  CHAP. 
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CHAP.    II. 

Of  the  fluid  forms  of  medkajnents  for 
external  tfe. 

SECT.    I. 

Of  draughts. 


Haustus     emeticus,     Mixtura    emetica, 

DICTUS,    N.  S.T 

Efnetic  draught. 

TAKE  of  ipecacuana  root,  one  fcru- 
pie  'y  of  oxymel  of  fquills,  fix  drams ; 
of  fpring-vvater,  one  ounce  s  and  of  proof 
fpirit  of  wine,  two  drams.  Mix  them,  that 
they  may  form  a  draught. 

Observation. 
This  is  a  proper  emetic,  on  common  occafions, 
for  unioading  the  ftomach  :  but  where  vomits 
are  ufed  with  a  view  to  revuliion  in  topical  cafes, 
as  in  that  of  the  hernia  veneris^  2l  more  powerful 
and  lading  effedt  is  wanted:  and  it  is,  therefore, 
proper  to  join  more  aftive  medicaments  with  the 
ipecacuana.  Three  grains  of  turpeth  mineral, 
or  four  of  the  tartar  emetic,  may  be,  therefore, 
then  fubftituted  in  the  place  of  the  oxymel  of 
fq^uills*  ^  Hau- 
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Haustus  hydropicus,  iV".  S.  T. 
The  hydropic  draught. 

Take  of  fimple  cinnamon  water,  fix 
drams  ;  of  oxymel  of  fquills,  one  dram 
and  a  half;  of  compound  fpirit  of  lavender, 
half  a  dram  ;  and  of  fait  of  tartar,  ten 
grains.  Mix  them,  that  they  may  form  a 
draught.  ^ 

Observation. 

There  are  two  inaccuracies  in  this  compofition. 
The  one,  the  conjoining  a  compound  ingre- 
dient, containing  vinegar,  with  the  fait  of  tar- 
tar; as  they  will  mutually  change  the  nature  of 
each  other :  hut  as  the  medicinal  adion  does 
nqt  depend  at  ^11  on  the  vinegar,  nor  fo  much 
on  the  fait  of  tartar,  as  the  fquills,  this  is  not 
greatly  material.  The  other  is,  that  the  pro- 
portion of  aqueous  fluid,  not  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  an  ounce,  is  too  little,  to  dilute 
the  ten  grains  of  fait  of  tartar;  which  will, 
confequently,  render  the  mixture  acrjd  ;  and 
occafion  a  griping  in  fome,  and  vomiting  in 
others.  But  this  is  eafily  remedied,  by  iniarging, 
in  a  triple,  or  quadruple  proportion,  the  quan- 
tity of  the  fimple  cinnamon  water,  which  can 
be  attended  with  no  inconvenience.  This 
draught  is  diuretic,  from  the  fquills,  which  pro- 
mote alfo,  in  fome  degree,  all  the  other  glandu- 
lar fecretions ;  and  alterative,  from  the  fait  of  t^r- 
jiar  :  and  may  be,  therefore,  feryiceable  in  ana- 

P  d  3  farcous 
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farcous,    and   oedematous   fwellings,    and  uU 

ceiations. 

It  is  prefcribed  to  be  given  every  morning, 

Haustus  HYPN0TICUS5  N.  S.T'. 
Narcotic  draught. 
Take  of  fpring-vv^ater,  one  ounce  and  a 
half  ;  of  the  alexiteriai  fpirit,  and  of  fyrup 
e  m(^co7iio^  each  two  drams  ;  and  of  the 
Thebaic  tin6lure,  or  laudanum  of  the  Lon- 
don Pharmacopeia,  fifteen  drops.  Mix 
them,  that  they  may  make  a  draught. 

Observation. 
This  form  is  expedient,  where  opiates  are 
neceffary.  The  proportion  of  laudanum  may 
be  increafed,  or  diminifhed,  according  to  the 
occaiion  :  but,  allowing  for  the  fyrup  e  mce- 
conio,  this  draught  is  equal,  with  refpedi  to  its 
adion,  to  about  a  grain  of  opium. 

Kaustus  PAREG0RICUS5  N.  S.  Tl 
Anodyne  draught. 
Take  of  fyrup  e  mceconio,  half  ^n  ounce  5 
of  fpring-v/ater,  one  ounce  s  and  of  the 
alexiteriai  fpirit,  (of  the  London  Pharmaco-^ 
feia)  two  drams.  Mix  them,  that  they 
may  form  a  draught. 

Obser- 
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Ob  se  rvat  ion. 

This  draught  is  proper,  where  gentler  nar- 
cotics are  required ;  and  where,  as  is  frequently 
the  cafe,  the  patient,  from  a  particular  idio- 
iyncrafy,  cannot  bear  the  adminiftration  of 
ppium. 

Haustus  purgans,  N.  S.  'T, 
Purghig  draught. 
Take  of  the  common  infufion  of  fena, 
three  ounces ;  of  the  fyrup  of  buckthorn, 
one  ounce  3  and  of  the  fpirituous  water  of 
caraway  feeds,  half  an  ounce.  Mix  them, 
that  they  may  form  a  draught. 

Observation. 

This  is  a  very  good  cathartic  on  common 
pccafions,  where  moderate  draffic  purges  are 
thought  neceffary. 

Haustus  solutivus,  iY.  S.  Tl 
Sclutive  draught. 
Take  of  the  common  infulion  of  fena, 
three  ounces  3  of  fal  mirahtle  Glauberi^ 
three  drams;  of  tindure  of  fena,  and  of 
folutive  fyrup  of  rofes,  each  tw^o  drams. 
pifTolve  the  fait  in  the  infufion;  and  tiien 

P  d  4  xm, 
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mix  the  reft  with  them,  that  they  may  form 

a  draught, 

Obse  rvat  ion. 

This  varies  from  the  preceding,  in  nothing 
material,  unlefs  the  jGabftituting  the  fal  mirabile 
for  the  fyrup  of  buckthorn.  But  that  change 
feems  to  have  two  advantao-es.  Firft,  that  it 
renders  the  mixture  more  beneficial,  in  many 
cafes,  from  the  deobftruent  acflion  of  the  fait: 
and,  fecondly,  that  it  avoids,  in  a  great  degree, 
the  naufeous,  and  difguftful  tafte,  which  arifes 
from  the  joining  fyrups  with  fome  kinds  of 
bitter  fubflances.  For  this  latter  reafon,  it 
would  be  well  to  omit  the  fyrup  of  rofes  in 
this  compofition  :  as  it  adds  little  to  the  cathar- 
tic effedl. 

HaUSTUS  SALINUS  SOLUTIVUS. 

Soliitive  faline  draught. 

Take  offal  7ntrabile  Glauber i^  one  ounce  ; 
and  of  fimple  cinnamon-water,  eight  ounces. 
DifTolve  the  fal  mirabile  in  the  cinnamon- 
water,   that  they  may  form  a  draught. 

Inftead  of  the  fal  mirabile,  half  an  ounce 
of  the  fal  polychrpft,  or  of  the  Selle  de  feig^ 
nette^  may  be  fubftituted. 

Obse  rvat  ion. 
The  ufe  of  neutral  falts,  where  gentle  ca- 
thairtics  are  wanted,  is  found  to  be  attended 

with 


Chirurgical  Pharmacy.  4*09 
with  great  benefit  :  as  they  npt  only  work 
more  kindly,  and  with  greater  certainty,  than 
any  other  weak  purges :  but  have,  likewife,  a 
very  ftrong  deobftruent  and  alterative  power, 
that  in  moft  cafes  operates  to  the  final  intention 
of  cure,  equally  with  the  evacuation.  This 
fimple  form  of  adminiftring  neutral  falts,  is  to 
be  preferred  to  any  other :  fince  additions  of 
iyrups  are  apt  to  make  the  compofition  nau- 
feous ;  and  occafion  its  being  thrown  up  :  and 
the  admixture  of  fpirituous  diftilled  waters,  in- 
clines the  falts,  in  cold  weatlier,  to  fhoot :  if 
the  draught  be  mixed  for  any  length  of  time 
before  it  be  taken. 

It  is  ufual  to  give  only  two  drams  of  the  fal 
polychreft  :  but  that  quantity  is  not  equal  to 
an  ounce  of  Glauber's  fait;  and  it  may  be  taken 
without  any  inconvenience. 

POTIO  ALBA,   N,  S.  T. 
See  Mijhira  alba. 

PoTio  Capivi,  A^.  S.  B. 
See  Mijiiira  balfamtca. 


SECT, 
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SECT.     11. 

Of  juleps. 


JuLEPUM  Ammoniacum,^  N.  S.  B. 
See  Mijiura  Ammoniaca. 

JULEPUM    COMMUNF,     N.   S.   B. 

Common  Jtilep. 
"^AKE  of  aiexiterial  fimple  water,  eight 
ounces ;   of  the  aiexiterial  fpirituous- 
water,  two  ounces  5   and  of  the  fimple  fy- 
rup,  half  an  ounce. 

Ob servat  ion. 
This  julep  is  cordial ;  and,  when  given  alone, 
can   only  operate  in  that  intention :   but  it  ia 
frequently  made   the  vehicle  of  other  medi- 
caments. 

The  dofe  may  be  from  two,  to  four  fpoon-? 
fuls,  as  often  as  there  may  be  occafion, 

JuLEPUM   E    GRETA,    L. 

See  MiJlura  cretacea. 

JuLEPUM    MENTHiE,     A^.  5.  T*. 

Mint  julep. 
Take  of  the  fimple  mint- water,  fix  ounces ; 
of  the   fpirituous  mint-water,  one  ounce ; 

and 
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and  of  white  fugar,  one  dram.  Mix  them, 
that  they  may  form  a  julep. 

Observation. 

This  julep  is  cordial,  in  fome  degree,  and 
alfo  corroborative  ;  but  is  rarely  given  fimply ; 
being  made,  more  ufually,  the  vehicle  of 
other  medicaments. 

The  dofe  may  be  from  three  fpoonfuls,  to  fix. 

JULEPUM     volatile. 

Vclatile  julep. 

Take  of  the  alexiteria]  limple-vi^ater,  ten 
ounces  ;  of  the  alexiterial  fpirituous- water, 
two  ounces;  of  fugar,  three  drams  \  and  of 
volatile  fait  of  hartfhorn,  one  dram  and  a 
half.  Mix  them,  that  they  may  form  a 
julep. 

Observation. 

This  julep  is  cordial,  antifpafmodic,  and,  in 
fome  meafure,  diaphoretic.  But  if  an  equiva- 
lent proportion  of  the  volatile  aromatic  fpirit,  or 
the  volatile  fait  of  fal  ^Ammoniac,  were  fubfti- 
tuted  for  the  fait  of  hartiliorn,  the  compofition 
would  be  more  palatable :  and  equally  fuitable 
to  the  intention. 

The  prefcribed  dofe  is  four  fpoonfuls,  thrice 
every  day. 

SECT. 
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SECT.     HI. 

Of  infiifions. 


I]S[FusuM  ALTERANs,  Aqua  libcrans,  dictum, 

N.  s.  r. 

Alterative  infujwn. 
*  I  ^AKE  of  the  rafpings  of  faflafras- 
A  wood,  Vv'ith  the  hark,  four  ounces  \ 
of  the  rafpings  of  lignum  vitae,  with  the 
bark,  one  ounce  ;  of  Hquorice,  two  ounces  ; 
of  coriander. feeds,  one  ounce  ;  and  of  fim- 
pie  lime-water,  one  gallon.  Let  them  in- 
fufe  for  feme  time  3  and  then  ftrain  off 
the  fluid. 

O  BS  E  RVA  T  ION. 

This  infufion  ;  which  is  an  alterative  diet- 
drink,  is  adminiftered  in  fcorbutic,  fcrophulous, 
rheumatic,  and  other  chronic  dilbrders,  depend- 
ing on  glandular  obftrudions,  and  the  undue 
crafis  of  the  blood.  But  the  decodlion  of  farfa- 
parilla,  ufed  with  lixiviate  falts,  will,  in  the 
fame  cafes,  be  found  much  more  effedual. 

The  prefcribed  dofe  of  this  infufion  is  fix 
ounces,  to  be  taken  twice  every  day. 


Infusui^ 
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Infusum  alter ans,  Aqua  calcis  minus  coiri- 

poflta,    DICTUM,    L. 

Take  of  liquorice,  one  ounce ;  of  fafla- 
fras  bark,  half  an  ounce  ;  and  of  fimple 
lime-water,  three  quarts.  Infufe  three  days 
without  heat  3  and  then  ftrain  off  the  fluid- 

Observation. 

This  infufion  is  in  the  fame  intention  as  the 
preceding;  but  lefs  effedual  in  rheumatic  cafes, 
where  cold  and  vifcid  humours  abound.  It 
may  be  taken  in  the  fame  quantity. 

Infuso  alti'RAns,  Aqua  calcis  magis  com- 

poflta,    BICTA,    L. 

Take  of  the  rafpings  of  ngnum  vit^,  half 
a  pound  ;  of  liqaorice,  one  ounce;  of  faffa- 
fras  bark,  half  an  ounce  ;  of  coriander- 
feeds,  three  drams  ;  and  of  fimple  lime- 
water,  three  quarts.  Infufe  two  days 
without  heat ;  and  then  ftrain  off  the  fluid- 

Ob  S  ERV  AT  I  ON. 

This  differs  from  the  aqua  llberans  in  the 
proportions  of  the  lignum  vitas,  and  faffafras : 
the  firft  exceedng  greatly  in  this ;  and  the 
latter  in  the  other:  which  variation  renders 
them  fomxwhat  different  in  their  effeds ;  and, 

confe- 
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confequently,  proper  in  different  cafes.  In  fcor- 
butic  and  eruptive  diforders,  the  other  is  moll 
fuitable :  but  this  feems  more  adapted  to  rheu- 
matifms,  and  the  baftard  gout  -,  in  which  the 
warming,  invigorative  adion  of  the  lignum 
vitae,  is  frequently  found  very  ferviceable:  as 
it  propels  the  vifcid  and  concreted  humours, 
that  coUeft  in  the  joints,  on  the  coats  of  the 
tendons,  and  the  fafcia  of  the  mufcles,  occa- 
lioning  pain,  and  ftiffnefs,  or  lamenefs  of  the 
parts.  The  compolition  may,  therefore,  be  pro- 
perly confidered  asdifcutient,  as  well  as  alterative. 
This  infufion  may  be  taken  from  four  to  fix 
ounces,  where  it  is  not  found  to  heat  the  pa- 
tient too  much. 

Infusum  amarum,  E. 
Bitter   infufion. 

Take  of  gentian  root,  two  drams  3  of 
the  tops  of  the  lefler  centory,  half  an  ounce ; 
and  of  boiling  fpring-water,  one  pint,  Infufe 
them  fom^  hours ;  and  to  the  fluid  ftrained 
off,  add  of  the  aromatic -water,  or  fpirituous 
cinnamon- water,  one  ounce. 

Ob  S  E  RVAT  ION. 

This  compolition  is  corroborative  and  cor- 
dial :  but  it  is  lefs  palatable,  than  the  infujunt 
amarum  Jimplex  of  the  London  Pharmacopeia ; 
which  is  corre^fpondent  v/ith  it  in  the  medicinal 
intentions. 

The 
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The  dofe  may  be  four  or  live  ounces,  to  be 
taken  twice  every  day. 

JNFUSUM  AMARUM   SIMPLEX,    L. 

The  Jimpk  bitter  infiifion. 
Take  of  gentian  root,  and  of  the  yellow 
rind  of  frefh  lemon-peel,  carefully  feparated 
from  the  inner  white  part,  each  half  an 
ounce  3  of  the  yellow  rind  of  Seville  orange- 
peel,  carefully  feparated  from  the  inner 
white  part,  and  dried,  one  dram  and  a 
half  ;  and  of  boiling  water,  three  quarters 
of  a  pint.  After  infufing  them  an  hour 
or  two,  flrain  off  the  fluid,  either  through 
paper,  or  a  cloth,  without  any  prefllire. 

Obse  rv  ation. 

This  is  corroborative  as  the  preceding  :  but 
more  palatable. 

The  dofe  may  be  two  or  three  ounces^  twice 
every  day. 

InFUSUM  AMARUM  SIMPLEX,    A^.  ^.  T. 

The  Jimple  bitter  iiifufion. 

Take  of  gentian  root,  half  an  ounce ;  of 

the  rind  of  Seville  orange-peel,  two  drams ; 

and  of  zedoary,  one  dram.     Pour  on  them, 

as    much   boiling  water  as  may  admit  of 

ftraining 
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ftraining  off  twelve  ounces,  after  the  due  in- 
fufion  :  and  to  the  ftrained  fluid,  add  of 
orange-peel  water,  fix  drams. 

Observation. 

This  IS  iri  the  fame  intention  as  the  foregoing: 
but  not  fo  palatable  as  that  of  the  London 
Pharmacopeia. 

The  prefcribed  dofe  is  foiir  ounces,  to  be 
taken  twice  every  day. 

Infusum  AMARUM  PURGANS,  Z/. 
The  bitter  purging  infiifion. 
Take  of  the  leaves  of  fena,  and  of  the 
yellow  rind  of  frefh  lemon-peel,  each  three 
drams  ;  of  the  yellow  rind  of  orange-peel 
dried,  and  of  the  lefTer  cardamom-feeds 
hufked,  each  half  a  dram  ;  and  of  boiling 
water,  five  ounces^ 

Observation. 

This  infufion  is  cathartic  from  the  fena  :  and 
proper  where  moderate  draftic  purges  are  want- 
ed 3  and  where  the  inteftines  are  weak  arid  re- 
laxed. But  the  principal  ufe  of  the  lemon  and 
orange-peel  is,  to  corred:  the  naufeous  tafte  of 
the  fena. 

As  this,  and  fome  of  the  following  compofi- 
tions,  are  each  defigned  for  only  one  dofe, 
they   ought  rather  to   be    clalled  with    the 

draughts, 
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draughts,  than  infufions :  but  as  it  may  be  done 
without  great  impropriety,  I  have  continued 
them  under  the  denomination  given  to  them 
in  the  refpedlive  Pharmacopeias^  whence  they 
are  taken. 

Infusum  amarum  puRgans,  N.  S.  T. 
'  "Tbe  bitter  purging  infiijion. 

Take  of  the  leaves  of  fena,  three  drams ; 

of  gentian   root,  the  yellow  rind  of  Seville 

orange-peel,   and  caraway  feeds,  each  half 

a  dram ;  and  of  boiling^  Water,  four  oimces. 

'to  the  fluid  ftrained  off,  after  due  infufion, 

jadd  of  caraway-feed  water,  half  an  ounce. 

ObSERVA  T  ION. 

This  is  inferior  to  the  preceding,  when  frefli 
lemon-peel  can  be  had  :  as  it  is  much  more 
naufeous,  and  lefs  effedual,  with  refped:  to  the 
intention,  to  which  the  bitters  are  defigned  to 
be  fubfervient* 

Infusum  amArum  cum  sena,  E. 
Bitter  i^nfiijion  with  Jena. 

Take  of  gentian  root,   and  fwect-fennel 

feeds,   each  half  a  dram  ;   of  the   leaves  of 

fena,  one  dram  ;  and  of  boiling  water,  four 

ounces.     Infufe,  and  ftrain  off  the  fluid. 

E  G  Obser- 
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Observation. 
^hc  quantity  of  fena  muft  be  incrcaled  to 
three  dtams,  to  anfwer  the  end  of  a  common 
briflc  purge,  and  then  this  will  be  the  fame 
with  the  preceding  J  except,  that  it  will  be 
yet  more  naufeOus  from  the  fweet-fennel  feed^ 

Infusum  hydropicum,  N.S.T. 
Infujion  againji  the  dropfy. 
Take  of  the  fimple  bitter  infufion^  and 
of  the  infufion  againft  the  palfy,  (below  de^ 
fcribed)  each  two  pounds  j  and  mix:  thera^ 

Observation. 

This  is  corroborative,  cordial,  ind  antifpatf-^ 
inodic :  and  proper  for  reftoring  the  tone  o£ 
the  folids  ^  and  increafing  the  vis  vitze  in  relaxed 
and  languid  habits :  and  may  be,  therefore^ 
properly  ufed  in  thofe  topical  cafes,  that  de* 
pend  on  this  ftate,  or  are  attended  with  it. 

Infusum  paralyticum. 
Infufion  againji  the  palfy. 

Take  of  horfe-radilli  root,  and  of  niuftard- 
feeds,  each  one  ounce  j  of  canella  alba, 
three  drams  ;  and  of  boiling  fpring-water^ 
One  pint  and  a  half.  After  due  infufion, 
add  to  the  drained  fluid,  two  ounces  of 
faraway- feed  water. 

Obser- 
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Observation. 

This  infufion  is  antifpafmodic,  and  corrdbora* 
tive,  from  the  warming  and  ftimulating  natare 
of  the  ingredients  j  and  proper  in  paralytic,  and 
other  nervous  diforders. 

The  prefcribcd  dofe  is  four  ounces,  twice 
every  day. 

InFUSUM   RHABARfeARt,    JBi 

Inju/jv?i  of  rhubarb. 
Take  of  rhubarb  fliced,  one  ounce ;  of 
Cochiiieel,  one  ftruplfe  5  aiid  of  boiling  fpring- 
water,  one  pint.  Infufe  thchi  one  night : 
and  then,  to  the  ftrained  fluids  add  one 
ounce  of  fpirituous  cinnamon  water. 

Observation. 

The  cochineel  being  billy  conducive  to  the 
elegance  of  the  form,  by  improving  the  colour, 
may  be  equally  well  omitted^ 

This  infufion  may  be  ufed,  where  fhubarb 
is  thought  a  proper  caihartic. 

The  dofe  may  be  two  ounces. 

iNFustJM  RosARUM,  Tiudura  rofarum,  Die- 

Infiiflon  ofrofes^  called  tind:ure  of  rofes. 

Take  cf  red  rofe-buds,  of  w^hich  the 
white  heels  are  cut  off,  half  an  ounce  ;  of 

E  €  2  the 
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the  ftrong  fpirit  of  vitriol,  called  oil  of  w- 
triol,  one  fcruple  ;  of  boiling  water,  two 
pints  and  a  half ;  and  of  double-refined 
fugar,  one  ounce  and  a  half.  Firft,  mbc 
the  fpirit  of  vitriol,  with  the  water,  in  a 
veflel  of  glafs,  or  earth  glazed.  Then  in- 
fufe  the  rofes;  and,  afterwards,  ftrain  off 
the  fluid,  when  cold,  and  add  the  fugar 
to  it. 

Observation. 

This  tlndliire  is  deemed  aftringent,  from  the 
qualities  of  the  rofes  3  but  is,  in  reality,  more  fo 
from  the  vitriolic  acid,  notwithftanding  the 
proportion  which  enters  into  it  is  fmall.  It 
is,  therefore,  ufed  as  an  internal  ftyptic,  in 
floodings  of  the  catamenia,  and  other  cafes  of 
hemorrhage ;  and  alfo  as  a  febrifuge  and  refri- 
gerant, in  cafes  of  fever  and  inflammation. 

The  dofe  frequently  given  is  three  ounces, 
thrice  a  day. 

Infusum  rosarum,  Tindlura  rofarum,  dic- 
tum, E. 
Infufion  of  rofes y  called  tincture  of  rofes. 

Take  of  dried  red  rofes,  one  ounce  5  of 
fpirit  of  vitriol,  called  oil  of  vitriol^  one 
dram  \  and  of  boiling  fpring- water,  four 
pints^.     Infufe    four    hours  :    and    to   the 

fluid. 
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fiiiid,  ftrained  ofr,  add  two  ounces  of  white 
fugar. 

O  B  SE  R  VAT  I  ON. 

This  IS  the  fame  with  the  preceding;  except 
with  refpedl  to  the  proportion  of  the  ingredients, 
which  makes  no  coniiderable  difference  in  the 
jnedicinal  efficacy. 

Jnfusum  senje  commune,  L. 
Common  infufion  offena. 

Take  of  the  leaves  of  fena,  one  ounce 
and  a  half  s  of  the  chryftals  of  tartar,  three 
drams ,  of  the  lefTer  cardamom-feeds,  hull:- 
ed,  two  drams  ;  and  of  water,  one  pint. 
^Having  diffolved  the  chryftals  of  tartar,  in 
the  water,  by  boiling,  povir  the  folution, 
while  it  is  yet  of  the  full  degree  of  heat, 
on  the  fena,  and  other  ingredients ;  and 
when  it  is  cold,  ftrain  off  the  fluid. 

Observation. 

This  is  a  very  good  purge,  v/here  none  but 
the  cathartic  intention  is  in  queftlon.  In  the 
Pharmacopeia  of  St.  Thomas's  Hofpital,  cara- 
way-feeds are  fubftituted  for  the  cardamoms, 
which  faves  expence. 

The  dofe  may  be  four  ounces. 


p  e  3  Inpusum 
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InFUSUM  SENNiE    UNCIJE   QJCJATUOR,   E^ 

^b^  fotiir  ounce  infufion  ofjma. 

Take  of  the  leaves  of  fena,  three  drapis ; 
pf  ginger,  ope  ffrupl^;  ^nd  of  boiling  water^ 
four  punGcs.  Infiife  them  four  hours ;  an4 
^hen  ftrain  (iff  the  fluid. 

Q  B  s  ^  ?>  V  A  T  I  p  ^. 

This  is  much  the  fame  with  the  preceding  ; 
but  fomewhat  more  palatable  :  as  the  chryftals 
pf  tartar,  though  faid  to  be  added  to  corre^ 
the  difagreeable  flavour,  render  it,  pj[i  t^e  con* 
trary,  more  difguftfui  to  mpft  palates. 

This  is  intended  for  one  dofe. 


S  E  C  T-    IV. 

Of  decoBigns. 


Pecoctum  album. 
^he  "white  decoSlion. 

TA  K  E  of  prepared  calcined  hartfhorn, 
two  ounces ;  of  gum  Arabic,  twq 
drams ;  and  of  v^ater,  three  pints.  Reduce 
the  fluid  to  two  pints,  by  boiling,  and  ftrain 
eff  the  decp^jon. 

ObseR- 
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obser.vat10n. 

The  decoBum  album  of  the  Edinburg  Phar^ 
macopeiay  agrees  with  this;  except  that  the 
quantity  of  the  calcined  hartfhorn  is  only  one 
ounce  ;  and  that  a  dram  of  bruifed  cinnamon  is 
diredled  to  be  added,  near  the  end  of  the  boil- 
ing ;  and  two  drams  of  refined  fugar,  to  the 
ilrained  fluid.  The  cinnapion  is  very  proper, 
with  refped:  to  the  intention :  but  the  fugar, 
which  is  acefcent,  and  folutive,  repugnant 
to  it.  In  the  decocium  album  of  St,  Thomas's 
Hofpital,  which  is  nearly  the  fame  with  this, 
two  ounces  of  prpof  fpirit  are  added. 

This  decod:ion  is  given  to  check  loofenefTes, 
by  the  alkaline  abforbent  quality  of  the  calcined 
hartfhorn :  which  prevents  the  acefcence,  and 
correds  the  acrimony  of  the  humours  in  the 
inteftiqes ;  and  may,  therefore,  be  of  ufe  in^ 
fome  topical  cafes,  where  inconveniencies  are 
to  be  apprehended  from  an  attendant  diarrhoea. 

The  dofc  may  be  a  quarter  of  a  pint,  ojp 
more,  to  b?  t^ken  three  or  four  times  a  day* 

PeCOCTUM   ALBUM  COMPOSITUM,  £• 

T'he  compound  white  decoSlion. 

Take  of  the  greater  comfrey,  and  tor-^ 

mei>til,  each  half  an  ounce;  and  of  fpring-^ 

water,  three  pints.      Reduce   the   fluid   to 

tWQ  pints^  by  boiling,   and  add,  near  tha^ 

E  e  4  «a4 
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end  of  the  coftion,  one  dram  of  cinnamoi^ 
bruifed  ;  and  to  the  fluid,  after  it  is  ftrained 
off,  of  calcined  hartfliorn,  of  white  chalk, 
and  of  refined  fagar,  each  half  an  ounce. 

Ob  S  E  RVAT  I  o  N. 

This  is  intended  for  the  fame  purpofes  as  the 
preceding  ^  but  it  is  more  powerful :  the  whole 
quantity  of  chalk  and  hartfliorri  being  retaine4 
in  the  fluid. 

The  dofe  may  be  two  or  three  ounces,  three 
times  a  day. 

PeCOCTUM  ALTHEi^,    N.  S.  B. 

DecoBton  of  marJh'-maUows. 
Take  of  the  root  pf  marfh-mallows,  two 
ounces  5  and  fc)oil  it  in  a  fuflicient  quantity 
of  water  to  flrain  off  two  pints.  To  the 
ftrained  deco6tion,  add  two  ounces  of  fyrup 
of  marfh-mallows. 

Observation. 

This  decoction  is  emollient :  and,  on  ac- 
count of  its  mucilaginous  nature,  is  given  in 
nephritic  cafes,  or  other  diforders,  where  the 
urinary  paffagcs  are  liable  to  be  inflamed,  or 
injured. 

The  prefcribed  dofe  is  half  a  pint,  to  be 
taken  thrice  every  day. 

DecoctuTv^s; 
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Pecoctum  astringens,  N.  S.  Y: 
Bindi72g  decoBion. 
Take  of  calcined  hartfliorn,  fix  ounces ; 
of  gum  Arabic,  one  ounce ;  of  tormentil, 
four  ounces  j  and  of  pomegranate  bark, 
two  ounces.  Boil  thpm  in  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity of  water  to  admit  of  ftraining  off  a 
gallon  of  the  decoflion. 

O  BS  E  rvat  ion. 

This  is  of  the  fame  nature  with  the  com- 
pound white  decodlion  of  the  Edinburg  Phar- 
macopeia y  and  very  efficacious  in  that  inten- 
tion, adding  the  aftringent  ailion  of  the  pome- 
granate barkj  and  tormentil,  to  the  abforbent 
quality  of  the  hartfhorn. 

The  prefcribed  dofe  is  four  ounces,  thric« 
every  day, 

Decoctum  commune  pro  glystere,  L. 
The  common  decodlion  for  glyjlers. 
Take  of  mallow  leaves  dried,  one  ounce  ; 
of  camomile  leaves   dried,    and  of  fweet- 
fennel   feeds,  each  half  an  ounce ;   and  of, 
water,  one  pint.     After  boiling,   ftrain  off 
the  deco6tion. 

Observation. 
The  common  decodlion   of  the  Edinburg 
Pharmacopeia^  is  much  the  fame  3  except  that 

elder 
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elder  flowers  are  fubftituted  for  the  mallow 
leaves.  This  decodlion  is  intended  for  glyfterSj^ 
in  common  cafes  j  and  may  be  ufed  for  fuch 
as  are  neceflkry  to  be  giyen,  on  account  of  to- 
pical difeafes,  where  the  enrjptying  the  inte- 
flines  of  part  of  their  load,  is  n^cefTary.  A 
comppfition  of  ten  ounces  of  boiled  milk,  with 
two  ounces  of  oil  of  olives,  ^nd  of  coarfe 
fugar,  will,  however,  equally  \^d\  anfwer  the 
end  5  and  the  ingredients  are  more  eafily  pro- 
cured, and  require  lefs  preparation . 

De^qctum  co^t;cis  Peruvian-^:,  N.S.% 

&   S.B. 
J)ecQ0ion  ofthebazk* 
Take  of  the  Peruvian  bark,  eight  ounces^ 
BqH  it  in  a  fufficicnt  quantity  of  watef,  tq 
ftrain  off  one  gallon  of  th?  d^co£lion. 

ObSER  V  ATI  ON. 

This  is  a  coxamodipus  form  of  adminiftering 
the  hark,  when  it  is  giv^n  in  the  corroborative, 
and  alterative  intentions^  It  is  frequently  given 
with  the  addition  of  the  volatile  tinfture  of  the 
bark,  in  the  proportion  of  one  ^ram  tp  tWQ 
ounces  and  a  half  of  the  deco(ftion. 

The  prefcribed  dofe  of  the  limple  decpftion, 
is  three  ounces:  or  of  the  compound,  two, 
ounces  and  five  drams,  tp  he  taken  thrice  ever]f 
day. 

Decoc- 
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pecoctum  di^teticum,  n.  s.t* 
Alterative  decoSlion. 
Take  rafpings  of  faflafras-wood,  and  of 
the  lignum  vitae,  with  the  bark,  each  three 
ounces ;  of  liquorice  root,  two  ounces  ^ 
and  of  coriander-feeds,  half  an  ounce.  Boil 
them  with  as  much  water  as  will  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  admit  of  ftraining  off  one  gallon  of 
the  deco6lion. 

Observation. 

This  is  alterative :  and  is  given  in  fcrophu- 
|ous,  fcorbutic,  and  other  depraved  habits* 

The  prefcribed  dofe  is  half  a  pint,  twice 
pycry  day, 

Decoctum  hord?:i,  Aqug  hordeata,  dic- 
tum, jL. 
Barley  ivater,^ 
Take  of  pearl  barley,  two  ounces ;  and  of 
water,  four  pints.  Wafh  the  barley  firft  with 
cold  water  j   and  then,  putting  to  it  about 
half  a  pint  of  water,  boil  it  a  Ihort  time. 
Let  this  vv^te^,  v^hich  will  be  coloured,  be 
thrown  away ;    and  then   mix  the   barley 
>vith  the  other  quantity,    above   prefcrib- 
ed, preyioufly  made  of  a  boiling  heat :  and 
continue  tl^e  eo^ipn,  till  half  the  fluid   be 
fonfumed  •  p  b  s  e  r^ 
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Observation. 

This  decoftion  is  prepared  as  an  emollient 
liquor,  to  be  drunk  where  a  fever,  or  other  at- 
tendant circumftances,  make  the  ufe  of  wine 
or  beer  improper,  at  leaft,  in  the  quantity  the 
third  of  the  patient  may  require.  It  is,  alfo, 
iifed  as  a  diluting  liquor,  in  nephritic,  and  other 
diforders  of  the  urinary  paffages  ;  and  made, 
Ibmetimes,  the  balls  of  emullions ;  or  the  ve- 
hicle of  more  aftive  medicaments  in  other 
compofitions,  particularly  in  gargles. 

There  is  no  general  reafon  of  limitation  in 
the  quantity  that  may  be  taken  of  this  decoc- 
tion 3  and  it  can  only  be  regulated  by  the  thirft 
of  the  patient,  or  the  occafion  on  which  it  is^ 
adminiflered. 

Decoctum  lignorum,  E. 
Deco5lion>.  of  the  woods. 

Take  of  the  chips  of  lignum  vitae,  three 
ounces^  of  raifms  ftoned,  two  ounces ;  and 
of  fpring-w^ter,  one  gallon.  Boil  with  a 
gentle  heat,  till  half  the  water  be  confumed; 
and,  near  the  end  of  the  boiling,  add  of 
the  chips  of  faiTafras,  one  oynce  ;  and  of 
liquorice  grated,  half  an  ounce.  Strain 
the  deco61:ion  j  and  free  it  aftervv^ards  frorq 
the  fediment. 

Observation. 

This  is  much  the  fame  with  the  preceding^ 
and  may  be  taken  in  the  fame  quantity,  and 
manner.  Pecoc^ 
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Decoctum  pectorale,  L. 

Fedioral  decoSlmt. 

Take  of  common  barley,  of  raifins  ftoned, 
and  of  figs,  each  two  ounces-  of  liquorice 
root,  half  an  ounce  5  and  of  water,  half  a 
gallon.  Boil  the  water  iirfl:  with  the  bar- 
ley ;  then  add  the  raifins  3  and  afterwards, 
towards  the  end  of  the  coftion,  the  figs, 
and  liquorice.  Continue  to  boil  them, 
till  they  will  afford  one  quart  of  flrained 
decoclion. 

Observation. 

This  decodlion  is  emollient ;  and,  ibmetimes, 
gently  folutive :  but  it  is  not  of  great  efficacy 
in  itfelf;  and,  therefore,  more  properly  pre- 
pared as  a  vehicle  for  other  more  ad:ive  medi- 
caments. 

The  dofe  may  be  half  a  pint,  twice  every  day. 

Decoctum  quercus,  N.  S.  B. 
Oak  decoSfion. 
Take  of  oak  bark,  half  a  pound  ;  of 
pomegranate  bark,  four  ounces ;  of  cows 
milk,  and  of  river-water,  each  one  gallon. 
Boil  them  till  half  the  fluid  be  confumed  ; 
and  then  ftrain  off  the  decoilion,  and 
fweeien  it. 

Obser- 
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Observation. 

This  deco6tion  is  much  better  made  in  lefl 
quantities :  as  the  milk,  otherwife,  neceflarily 
turns  four ;  efpecially  if  fweetened :  and  indeed 
the  fweetniiig,  being  only  to  render  it  palatablei 
is  better  omitted. 

This  decodion  is  corroborative  3  and,  confe- 
quently,  alterative,  in  cifes  where  a  depravity 
of  the  habit,  arifes  from  relaxation.  It  is,  alfo, 
confiderably  aftringent :  and  will,  confequent- 
ly,  check  thofe  profufe  difcharges  of  the  cata- 
menia,  or  other  evacuations,  that  depeinfti  on 
the  languid  ftate  of  the  velTels. 

The  prefcribcd  dgfe  is  two  ounces,  to  be  taken 
twice  a  day. 

IDecoctum  SARSAPARILLJ^, 
DecoSfio?}  offarfaparilla. 

Take  of  the  farfaparillarbot,  three  ounces. 
Boil  it  in  a  gallon  of  water,  till  half  be  con-^ 
fumed  :  and  then  drain  off  the  decoclion- 

Observation. 

This  decoftion  is  of  late  become  a  celebrated 
remedy,  under  the  name  oHhz  Lijbon  diet-drink^ 
for  the  cure  of  the  venereal  difcafc :  for  which 
it  is  adminiflered,  either  alone,  or  with  tlie  ad- 
dition of  the  folution  or  tincfture  of  fubliiriate. 

When  taken  alone,  it  fometimes  cures  :  but 
more  frequently  iiippreffes  the  fymptoms,  with- 
out radically  deftroying  the  virus,  unlefs  when 

admi- 
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admlnlftered  after  falivations,  or  the  copious  ufe 
of  mercurials :  in  which  cafes,  it  is  found  to 
avail  greatly. 

When  given  with  the  folution  or  tindurfe  of 
iublimate,  it  is  more  efficacious ;  and  frequently 
cures,  even  where  bad  fyrnptoms  attend :  parti- 
cularly in  cutaneous  poxes )  which  are  obftinatCj 
Vv^ith  refpe6t  to  other  medicaments.  But  this 
method  is  much  more  precarious,  than  the  warm 
advocates  for  it  pretend  t  and  even  than  the  ufe 
of  the  mercurial  undtion,  judicioufly  conduded. 
It  is,  neverthelefs,  a  moft  valuable  medicine 
againft  thofe  fyrnptoms  of  the  venereal  difeafe^ 
that  have  for  their  feat  the  fkin,  cartilages,  and 
bones :  removing  even  confirmed  nodes ;  and 
producing  kindly  exfoliation,  where  a  caries  is 
already  formed :  and  it  is  of  equal  fervice^ 
where  mercurials  have  been  fo  copioufly  ufed^ 
without  removing  the  venereal  fyrnptoms,  that 
the  habit  will  no  longer  admit  of  their  admi* 
niftration.  In  fuch  cafes,  it  is  not  only  found 
efficacious  in  eradicating  the  venereal  virus,  as 
well  as  quelling  the  fymptoms  3  but  in  relieving^ 
like  wife,  againft  thofe  diforders,  which  the  ufe 
of  the  mercury  itfclf  has  occaiioned  3  and  re-» 
ftoring  the  habit  to  a  perfedly  healthful  ftate. 

This  decodlion  is  alfo  a  powerful  alterative 
in  fome  gouty,  rheumatic,  and  fcorbutic  cafes ; 
particularly  where  the  joints,  and  cartilaginous 
parts  are  affected  with  irregular  pains  and 
fwellings. 

The  dofc  may  be  from  half  a  pint  to  a  pint, 
t<3  be  taken  twice  a  day,  according  to  the  exi- 
gence of  the  cafe.  D  e  - 
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Decoctum  ULMI5  N.  SyB. 

Elm  decoSfiM. 

Take  of  the  interior  coat  of  elm  tark^^ 

four  ounces*    Boil  it  in  a  fufficient  quantity 

of  water,  to  admit  of  flraining  off  two  pints 

of  the  deco6lioni 

Obse  rvation. 

This  decod:ion  is  given,  in  an  alterative  in-- 
tention,  for  the  cure  of  fcorbutic  eruptions :  and 
is  affirmed  even  to  avail  againft  leprofies.  It  is 
alfo  faid  to  be  an  efficacious  gargle  againft  aptha, 
and  other  limiiar  diforders  of  the  mouth  and 
throat. 

The  prefcribed  dofe,  as  an  alterative,  is  half 
a  pint,  thrice  every  day* 


SECT.    V- 

Of  tindlnres. 


TiNCTURA  AMARA,    L. 

T!he  bitter  tinSlure, 
"^AKE  of  gentian  root,  fwo  ounces > 
of  the  outer   yellow  rind  of  Seville 


I 


orange-peel  dried,   one  ounce ;  of  the  lefs 
cardamom-feeds  hulked^  half  an  ounce  3  and 

of 
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bf  proof  fpirit,  two  pints.  After  infufion, 
ftrain  off  the  tin6lure* 

Observation. 

This  is  corroborative  and  cordial,  and  agrees 
With  the  bitter  infuiion  in  its  qualities :  but  may 
be  kept  for  any  length  of  time. 

The  dofe  may  be  from  one  fpoonful,  to  two, 
or  more. 

TiNCTuRA  Amara  vinosa,  Viuum  ama- 
rum,  DICTA5    L. 

fitter   vinous   tinBure. 

Take  of  gentian  root,  and  of  the  yellow 
rind  of  frefh  lemon-peel,  each  one  ounce ; 
oi  long  pepper,  two  drams ;  and  of  white 
wine,  two  pints.  Infufe  without  heat  j  and 
then  ftrain  off  the  fluid. 

Observation. 

This  is  in  the  fame  intention  as  the  pre- 
ceding. 

The  dofe  may  be  frbm  two,  to  four  fpoonfuls^ 
or  more. 

TiNCTi^RA  ANTiMONii  viNosA,  Vinum  an^ 

timonii,  dicta,    L. 
Vinous  antimonialtindlure^  called  ^ntimonhl  wine. 

Take  of  the  crocus  of  antimony,  waflied, 
one  ounce  3   and  of    white   wine,  one  pint 

F  f  and 
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and  a  half.  Infufe  without  heat  j  and 
then  ftrain  off  the  wine,  (or  tincture  J 
through  paper. 

O  B  S  ERVATION. 

This  wine  is  ftrongly  emetic,  if  given  in 
the  dofe  of  one  ounce ;  but  alterative,  if  given 
under  two  drams,  in  a  diaetctic  manner.  In 
the  latter  intention  it  has  been  recommended, 
as  availing  greatly  againft  fcorbutic,  and  foul 
ulcers ;  and  is,  by  fome,  faid  to  be  of  equal 
fervice  in  venereal  ulcerations,  when  mofl  exe- 
dent,  and  reiifting  to,  or  growing  worfe  under, 
a  long  mercurial  courfe.  The  fame  kind  of 
vinous  tinfture  of  antimony,  is  prepared  with 
the  regulus  of  antimony. 

TlNCTURA  AROMATICA,   L. 

jiromatic  tinSlure. 
Take  of  cinnamon,  fix  drams ;  of  the 
leffer  cardamom- feeds  hufked,  three  drams ; 
of  long  pepper,  and  of  ginger,  each  two 
drams  ;  and  of  proof  fpirit>  two  pints. 
Infufe  without  heat ;  and  ftrain  jofF  the 
tin6lure. 

O  B  SE  R  VAT  ION. 

This  tindure  is  corroborative  and  cordial. 
The  dofe  may  be  thirty  drops,  or  more,  to 
be  taken  twice  every  day. 

TlNC-^ 
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TiNCTtJRA    CANtHARIDUM,    L.  &C  E. 

See  TinBures  for  external  application. 

Observation. 

The  tlnd:ure  of  cantharides,  internally  ad- 
miniftered,  is  powerfully  antifpafmodic  j  and, 
therefore,  of  great  fervice  in  paralytic^  and 
other  topical  nervous  cafes. 

The  dofe  may  be  from  twenty  drops,  to 
fixty,  twice  every  day^  as  occafion  may  re- 
quire ;  or  the  difpoiition  of  the  patient,  with 
refped:  to  the  efFeft  the  •  cantharides  may  have 
on  the  urinary  paflages,  may  admit.  For 
where  violent  ftrangury,  and,  much  more, 
bloody  urine,  are  caufed,  the  medicine  muft 
be  difcontinued,  till  thefe  fymptoms  are  re- 
moved )  and  then  refumed  by  leiTer  dofes. 

TiNCTURA    CASTOREi,     L, 

T^inBtire  of  cajlor. 

Take  of  Ruffia  caftor  powdered,  tv/o 
ounces  ;  and  of  proof  fpirit,  two  pints. 
Infufe,  for  ten  days,  without  heat  3  and 
then  drain  off  the  tindure* 

O  BS  E  RVAT  ION* 

The  tincfture  of  caftor  is  direded,  in  the 
Edinburg  Pharmacopeia,  to  be  prepared  with 
redliiied  fpirit  of  wine,  in  the  proportion  of  one 
pint  to  an  ounce  and  a  half  of  the  caftor,  to  be 

F  f  2  digefted, 
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digefted,  for  ten  days,  in  a  gentle  heat :  but 
the  preparation  of  the  London  Pharmacopeia 
will  produce  a  more  grateful,  and  not  lefs  effica- 
cious, tincflure. 

This  tindure  of  caftor  is  cordial,  antifpaf- 
modic,  and  anodyne,  when  opiates  fometimes 
fail  to  have  that  efFeft. 

The  dofe  may  be  thirty  drops,  to  be  taken 
thrice  every  day  j  or  lixty  drops  at  going  to 
reft,  on  occafions  where  that  manner  is  more 
expedient. 

TiNCTURA     CHALYBEATA     VINOSA,     Vinum 

chalybeatum,  dicta,    L. 
Vinom  tindlure  of  Jieel. 

Take  of  filings  of  iron,  four  ounces ; 
of  cinnamon,  and  mace,  each  half  an  ounce; 
and  of  Rhenifh  wine,  four  pints.  Infufe 
them,  without  heat,  for  a  month,  often 
ftirring  them  j  and  then  ftrain  off  the 
tinfture. 

Observation. 

This  tindure  is  corroborative,  and  deob- 
ftruent ;  as  are,  indeed,  all  preparations  of 
fteel.  It  is  frequently  ferviceable  in  chloretic 
cafes  y  and  the  topical  difeafes,  which  depend 
on  obftruftions  of  the  catamenia. 

The  dofe  may  be  one  or  two  ounces,  or 
more,  twice  every  day. 

Ting- 
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TiNCTURA    CQiRTICIS   Pe  RUVIANiE     SIM- 
PLEX,  L. 

TinSlure  of  the  bark. 

Take  of  the  Peruvian  bark,  four  ounces ; 
and  of  proof  fpirit,  two  pints.  After  due 
infufion,  llrain  off  the  tindure. 

Observation. 

This  tindure  has  the  corroborative,  and  fe- 
brifuge qualities  of  the  bark ;  but  is  lefs  effica* 
cious,  than  the  fubftance  itfelf :  and,  therefore, 
not  to  be  depended  upon  in  urgent,  and  acute 
cafes. 

The  dofe  may  be  a  fpoonful,  or  more,  twice 
every  day. 

TiNCTURA  CORTICIS   PERUVIANS,    jB. 

TUnBure  of  the  bark. 

Take  of  the  Peruvian  bark  powdered, 
three  ounces  3  of  Virginian  fnake-root,  and 
of  gentian  root,  each  three  drams ;  and  of 
French  brandy,  two  pints.  Infufe  three 
days  s  and  then  ftrain  off  the  tindure. 

Observation. 

This  is  not  fo  properly  a  tinfture  of  the  bark, 
as  a  compound  bitter  tincture.  It  is,  hovv^ever, 
a  good  compolition  in  the  intention  in  which  it 
is  formed^  which  is  corroborative. 

F  f  3  •     The 
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The  dofe  may  be  onC;,   or  two  fpoonfuls, 
twice  every  day. 

TiNCTURA   JALAPII,    L, 

"TinSiure  of  jalap. 
Take  of  jalap  root,  eight  ounces;  and 
of  proof  fpirit,  two  pints.     After  infufion, 
ftrain  off  the  tin6lure. 

Observation. 
The  advantages  of  preparing  cathartics  in 
this  form  are,  that  as  they  may  be  kept  for  a 
long  time,  they  are  always  ready,  where  there 
may  not  be  convenience  for  making  decodions, 
or  other  extemporaneous  compofitions  :  and 
that,  in  fome  conftitutions,  the  fpirit  of  wine 
makes  the  medicine  lefs  apt  to  occafion  (icknefs, 
or  uneafinefs  in  the  bowels.  This  tindure 
may,  therefore,  be  expediently  ufed^  where  a 
moderate  draftic  purge  is  required. 

The  dofe  may  be  from  one  fpoonful,  to  two. 

TiNCTURA    MERCURII    CORROSJVI   SUB- 

LIMATI, 

TinBure  of  mercury  fublimaU, 
Take  of  mercury  fublimate,  ten  grains  $ 
and  of  reclified  fpirit  of  wine,  one  pint. 
Powder  the  fublimate  ;  and,  having  put  it 
to  the  fpirit,  contained  in  a  phial,  fhake 
them  frequently  together  j  and,  in  a  fliort 
time,  the  fublimate  will  almoft  wholly  dif-^ 

iblve^ 
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folve,  and  form  a  tinfture  :  which  fhould 
be  poured  off  from  a  very  fmall  quantity  of 
fediment  that  will  fubfide. 

Observation. 

This  tindlure  is  more  frequently  made  with 
trandy,  or  proof  fpirit,  than  with  redified  fpi- 
rit :  but,  as  the  only  intention  of  ufing  vinous 
fpirits  of  any  kind,  is  to  procure  a  more  perfed: 
folution  of  the  fublimate,  than  water  can  efFedl; 
and  as  rectified  fpirit  will  diflblve  it  more  readily, 
and  perfectly,  than  fuch  as  is  weaker  ^  it  is  to  be 
preferred:  the  neceffity  of  (baking  the  phial  each 
time,  which  attends  the  ufe  of  the  weaker,  being 
avoided. 

The  folution  of  fublimate  has  been  frequently 
introduced  into  praftice,  as  a  remedy  for  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe ;  and  afterwards  neglected :  but  it 
is,  at  prefent,  again  in  repute,  under  the  name  of 
the  Neapolitan  drops^  and  greatly  relied  on  by 
many,  as  fufficient,  folely,  to  perform  a  perfect 
cure.  It  muft  be  allowed,  that  it  does  frequent- 
ly remove  all  the  fymptoms  :  and  that  even,  in 
fome  cafes,  it  radically  deftroys  the  virus.  But, 
as  an  abfolute  remedy,  when  ufed  alone,  it  is 
greatly  precarious  :  and  often  ftifles,  and  fup- 
jM-efles  the  gentler,  and  lefs  injurious  fymptoms, 
only  in  fuch  manner,  that  the  difeafe  is  fpread 
internally ;  and  aggravated  fo,  as  to  produce 
more  general,  and  more  calamitous  efFecls,  af-^ 
ter  a  fhort  time* 

F  f  4  This 
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This  tinfture  is  alfo  given,  at  prefent,  as  was 
before  obferved,  with  the  decoftion  of  farfapa- 
rilla :  in  which  method,  its  faccefs  is  greater, 
than  when  adminiftered  limply.  They  cannot, 
however,  as  was  before  intimated,  in  the  obfer- 
vations  on  this  decoftion,  be  depended  on,  as  a 
certain  means  of  curing  this  difeafe :  not  even 
perhaps  in  the  fame  degree  as  the  ufe  of  the  mer- 
curial undion  :  but  where  that  method  cannot 
be  pradifed,  on  account  of  any  particular  hazard, 
or  inconvenience  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
bringing  on  a  falivation,  which  is  always  a  very 
poffible  confequence,  where  the  undion  is  ufed 
in  fuch  manner,  as  to  be  duly  efficacious,  the 
making  a  trial  of  this  tindure,  and  the  decoftion, 
is  advifable.  Befides,  the  uncertainty  of  the 
effefts  of  fublimate,  as  a  radical  remedy  for  the 
venereal  difeafe,  there  is  another  difadvantage 
attends  its  adminiftration :  which  is,  that  it  moft 
generally  gripes  women,  and  not  very  rarely 
men ;  and  occalions  fometimes  bloody  ftools, 
even  where  little  or  no  griping  is  perceived.  This 
mikes  the  long  continuance  of  its  adminiftration, 
in  many  inftances,  improper  :  though  there  is 
little  benefit  to  be  expedled  from  it  ultimately, 
where  it  is  not  token  for  a  confiderable  length  of 
time.  To  mitigate  this  inconvenience,  it  is  given 
on  a  full  ftomach ;  which  is,  fometimes,  found 
to  prevent,  in  a  great  degree,  the  evil :  as  the 
folution,  being  commixt  with  the  whole  mafs 
pf  aliment,  is  not  brought  in  contaft  with  the 
coats  of  the  ftomach,  and  inteftines,  in  near 
fp  great  a  proportion,  as  when  they  are  more 

empty  ^ 


Chirurgical  Pharmacy.  441 
€mpty ;  and,  confequently,  prevented  from 
.exerting  its  irritating,  and  corrofive  power,  on 
them. 

The  dofe  of  this  tindure  is  one  fpoonful, 
to  be  taken  twice  every  day,  either  in  a 
glafs  of  water  3  or  in  half  a  pint  of  the  de- 
codion  of  farfapariila,  when  they  are  ufed 
together. 

TiNCTURA    OP  1 1,     <vidgo    Ladanum    liqul- 

dum,  E. 
^inBure  cf  opium ^  commonly  r<^/W  laudanum. 

Take  of  unprepared  opium,  two  ounces; 
of  Englifh  faffron,  one  ounce  ;  and  of  the 
aromatic  water,  or  fpirituous  cinnamon 
water,  twenty  ounces.  Let  a  tinfture  be 
drawn,  with  a  gentle  fand-heat :  and  then 
ftrain  it  off. 

Jt  may  be  prepared  alfo  without  faffron. 

Observation. 
This  is  the  mod  ufual  form,  under  which 
opium  is  adminiflered  ;  on  account  of  the 
convenience  of  meafuring  dofes,  that  attends 
the  preparation  of  opium  in  this  manner.  It 
is  not,  however,  in  all  refpeds,  an  unobjedion- 
able  method.  For  fpirit  of  wine  does  not  dif- 
fplve  the  whole  of  the  opium ;  nor  retain,  on 
long  ftanding,  the  w^hole,  even  of  what  it  does 
at  firft  take  up :  in  confequence  of  which,  and 

the 
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the  variation  of  the  ftrength  of  the  fpirit,  there 
is  no  accurate  certainty  of  the  proportion  of 
opium,  which  laudanum  contains.  A  folid 
form,  in  which  opium  might  be  equally,  and 
perfcclly  commixt  with  fome  ingredient,  that 
would  not  be  injurious  to  it;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, conduce  to  its  due  effe6l,  would,  there-* 
fore,  be  preferable  to  that  of  laudanum. 

The  dofe  of  this  laudanum  may  be,  on  com- 
mon occafions,  from  ten,  to  twenty-five  drops, 
which  may  be  fuppofed  equal  to  a  grain  of 
crude  opium. 

TiNCTURA    RHABARBARI  VINOSA,    L. 

Vinous  tindture  of  rhubarb. 

Take  of  rhubarb,  two  ounces ;  of  the 
lefler  cardamom-feeds  hulked,  half  an  ounce; 
of  faffron,  two  drams ;  and  of  white  wine, 
two  pints.  Infufe  three  days  without  heat : 
and  then  iirain  oft  the  tin6lure. 

Observation* 

This  tinfture  is  proper,  where  gentle  purging 
with  rhubarb  is  found  expedient. 

This  tindure  may,  for  cheapnefs,  be  pre- 
pared with  two  parts  of  water,  and  one  of 
proof  fpirit,  inflead  of  white  Vv^ine  3  and  with 
caraway  feeds,  inflead  of  the  lefler  cardamom 
feeds ;  as  is  directed  in  the  Pharmacopeia  of  St. 
Thomas's  Hofpital. 

The  dofe  may  be  two  ounces. 
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tinctura  rhabarbari  spirituosa,  l. 
The  fame  as  the  vinous  tin6lure ;  except- 
ing that,  inftead  of  the  white  wine^  proof 
fpirit  is  to  be  ufed. 

TiNCTURA  RHEI  AMARA,    E. 

Bitter  tinSlure  of  rhubarb. 

Take  of  rhubarb,  one  ounce ;  of  gentian 
root,  one  dram  and  a  half  ^  of  Virginian 
fnake-root,  one  dram  ;  and  of  French  bran- 
dy, one  pint.  Digeft  them  for  two  days  s 
and  then  ftrain  off  the  tin6lure- 

It  may  be  prepared,  alfo,  with  white 
wine,  inftead  of  the  brandy. 

Ob  SERVATION. 

This  tindure  is  intended  to  be  corroborative, 
as  well  as  cathartic  -,  and  is  proper  in  the  cafe 
of  hydropic,  and  lax  habits. 

The  dofe  may  be  from  one  ounce,  to  two. 

TiNCTURA    RHEI    DULCIS,    E. 

Sweet  tinSlure  of  rhubarb. 

Take  of  rhubarb,  two  ounces  3  of  the 
leffer  cardamom  feeds,  half  an  ounce  ;  and 
of  French  brandy,  tv/o  pints,  Digeft  them 
for  two  davs ;  and,  to  the  ftrained  tin6ture, 
a,4d  four  ounces  of  v/liite  fugar  powdered. 

Oeser* 
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Observation. 

This  differs  from  the  above  fpirituous  tinc- 
ture of  the  London  college,  in  the  ufmg  French 
brandy  inftead  of  common  proof  fpirit :  which 
renders  the  tindlure  dearer,  without,  in  the 
lead,  improving  it;  and  in  the  addition  of  the 
fugar  'y  which,  though  intended  to  make  it 
more  palatable,  on  the  contrary,  renders  it 
jiaufeous  to  moft  perfons. 

The  dofe  may  be  from  one  oui)ce,  to  two, 

TiNCTURA    SACRA,     L. 

Take  of  Succotorine  aloes,  eight  ounces ; 
of  Winter's  bark,  two  ounces ;  and  of 
white  wine,  ten  pints.  Pound  the  aloes, 
and  the  Winter's  bark  feparately :  and  then 
put  them  together  into  the  wine.  Infufe, 
without  heat,  for  a  week,  or  longer,  often 
fhaking  the  veffel :  apd  then  ftrain  off  the 
tin6lure. 

It  is  expedient  to  mix  fome  cleaw  white 
fand  with  the  powders,  that  the  aloes  may 
not  cohere  in  a  mafs,  when  moiftened  by 
the  wine. 

Observation. 

This  tindlure  polfelTes  the  purging  qualities 
of  the  aloes :  and  the  too  great  irritation,  which 
paight  occafion  gripes,  being  correded  by  th^ 

W^rm^ 
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warm,  and  antifpafmodlc  properties  of  the 
Winter's  bark,  the  compound  is  a  very  kindly 
and  good  cathartic,  where  gentle  draflig  purges 
are  required. 

This  tindure  may  be,  for  cheapnefs,  prepared 
with  fix  pints  of  water,  and  four  pints  of  proof 
fpirit,  as  is  direfted  in  the  Pharmacopeia  of  St. 
Thomas's  Hofpital. 

The  dofe  may  be  two  ounces. 

TiNCTURA    SACRA,    E. 

Take  of  Succotorine  aloes  powdered,  one 
ounce ;  of  Virginian  fnake-root,  and  of 
ginger,  each  one  dram ;  of  cochineel,  one 
fcruple ;  and  of  Spanifh  white  wine,  one 
pint  and  a  half.  Infufe  them  for  three  days, 
and  then  ftrain  off  the  tinfture. 

Observation. 

This  does  not  differ  materially  from  the  pre- 
ceding: the  fnake-root  and  ginger  together 
being  intended  to  corred:  the  aloes  here,  as  the 
Winter's  bark  in  the  other. 

The  dofe  may  be  fomewhat  more  tlian  two 
ounces :  as  the  proportion  of  the  aloes  to  the 
wine  in  this  is  lefs,  than  in  the  preceding:  be- 
ing here,  an  ounce  to  a  pint  and  a  half  5  and 
in  the  other,  an  ounce  to  a  pint  and  a  quarter* 


TiNC 
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TiNCTURA    SATURNINA,    Jtrc 

TinBure  of  lead.  - 
See  Embrocatio  ajlringens^ 

Observat  ion. 

The  tindure,  or  more  properly,  folution  of 
fjgar  of  lead,  is  given  internally  as  an  aftrin- 
gent  in  cafe  of  gleets,  and  other  undue,  of 
profufe  evacuations,  and  is  very  pow^erful  in  that 
intention.  But  it  is  a  very  condemnable  prac- 
tice :  as  fugar  of  lead,  in  common  with  all 
other  preparations  of  that  metal,  is  very 
noxious ;  and  though  the  bad  efFeds  do  not 
fenfibly  appear  in  every  habit,  yet  there  have 
been  many  inftances,  of  which  fome  have 
fallen  under  my  own  obfervations,  of  very  ill, 
and  even  fatal  confequences  attending  it. 

The  dofe  of  this  tindture,  commonly  pre- 
fcribed,  is  thirty  drops,  to  be  taken  twice 
every  day. 

TiNCTURA  ThEBAIAC A,  Z. 

T'inSlure  of  opiums  or  laudanum. 

Take  of  ftrained  opium,  two  ounces ;  of 
cinnamon,  and  cloves,  each  one  dram ;  and 
of  white  wine,  one  pint.  Infufe,  without 
heat,  for  a  week,  and  then  ftrain  the  tinc- 
ture through  paper. 

Ojsser- 
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Ob  servat  I  ON* 
This  is  another  form  of  laudanum,  which 
differs  from  the  preceding  of  the  Edinburg 
Pharmacopeia^  in  the  fubftituting  wine  as  a  ve- 
hicle, inftead  of  fpirit  of  wine  ;  in  the  ufing  a 
very  fmall  quantity  of  aromatics  in  fpccie,  in- 
ftead  of  the  previous  impregnation  of  the  ve- 
hicle, by  them  ;  in  augmenting  confiderably 
the  proportion  of  the  opium ;  and  in  the 
omiffion  of  the  faffron.  With  relation  to  the 
firft,  it  appears,  that  a  more  aqueous  men- 
ftruum,  like  this,  will  retain  the  dillblved 
opium  more  effeclually,  than  the  ftrong  fpirit, 
prefcribed  in  the  other  ;  but  a  greater  propor- 
tion of  fpirit,  than  is  contained  in  wine,  would, 
neverthelefs,  be  yet  more  efficacious  in  this 
view,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  prevent  the  de- 
pravity, to  which  wine  is  fubjeft,  on  being 
kept  in  this  ftate.  With  relation  to  the  fe- 
cond  difference,  the  ufe  of  aromatics  in  a 
greater  proportion,  which  is  the  refult  of 
chuling  the  aromatic  fpirit,  or  cinnamon  water, 
as  in  the  Edinburg  preparation,  is  much  more 
proper,  if  they  be  at  all  thought  neceffary,  than 
that  minute  quantity,  here  direcfted,  that  is 
fcarccly  fufficient  to  promife  the  leaft  effed:. 
With  regard  to  the  proportion  of  opium,  it 
feems  better  not  to  exceed  a  moderate  quantity ; 
that  the  difference  of  the  menftruum,  which 
will  happen  in  the  ufe  of  fluids,  nominally  the 
fame,  may  caufe  lefs  variation,  in  the  real  pro- 
portion of  opium    in  the  laudanum.     With 

refpedt 
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refpecft  to  the  omiffion  of  the  fafFron,  it  is,  pef^ 
haps,  a  matter  of  indifference:  but  the  fame 
reafon,  that  may  be  urged  for  the  difcarding 
it,  will  equally,  or  more  forcibly  hold  good 
againft  retaining  a  very  fmali  quantity  of  any 
other  ingredients  of  an  aromatic  nature.  Ei- 
ther of  the  two  preparations  are,  however,  fuf- 
iiciently  perfed,  to  anfwer  the  end  of  narcotics : 
and  fufficiently  fafe,  when  judicioufly  admi- 
niftered. 

The  dofe  of  this  laudanum  may  be,  on  com- 
mon occafions,  from  eight  to  twenty  drops; 
which  is  about  equal  to  a  grain  of  crude 
opium  • 


SECT.    VL 

OfUnSfuJfes  andlohochs. 


LiNCTus  EMOLLiENs,    Lin6lus  communis, 

D ICTUS,     AT.  >S.  B. 

Emollient  linStm. 

TAKE  of  conferve  of  hips,  fix  ounces; 
of  frefh  linfeed  oil,  and  of  fyrup  of 
red  poppies,  each  one  pound  and  a  half  j 
of  acid  fpirit  of  vitriol,  as  much  as  may  be 
fufficient  to  give  the  compofition  a  grateful 
acidity.     Mix  them,  that  they  may  form  a 

lin6lus. 

Obser-^ 
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Observation, 

This  lindus  is  emollient,  as  well  from  the 
relaxing  quality  of  the  oil,  as  the  anodyne  effedt 
of  the  fyrup  of  poppies,  and  gentle  aflringency 
of  the  other  two  ingredients  :  and  it  is,  there- 
fore, given  in  cafes  of  inflammation  of  the  breafl:, 
and  throat  y  and  fometimes  of  other  parts  alfo. 
But  the  effects  of  the  oil  on  parts,  where  it 
cannot  reach,  unlefs  in  the  courfe  of  the  circu- 
lation of  the  blood,  may  well  be  doubted  :  aS 
it  is  then  commix t  with  the  other  juices :  and, 
being  previoufly  converted  into  chyle  by  di- 
geftion,  can  only  adl  as  fuch. 

The  dofe  is  a  fpoonful,  to  be  repeated  fre- 
quently. 

LiNCTUs  EMOLLiENs,    Lohocli  commums, 

DICTUS^    E. 

Emollient  linBus^  or  lohoclh 
Take  of  frefh  oil  of  almonds,  and  of  fy- 
rup of  marfh- mallows,  or  the  balfamic  fy- 
tup,  each  one  ounce  ^  and  of  v;hite  fugar, 
two  drams.  Mix  them,  that  they  may  form 
a  lohoch. 

Ob  S  E  RV  AT  I  O  N. 

This  is  emollient,  where  its  effeds  can  reach  5 
and  given  in  cafes  of  inflammation  :  and  alfo  in 
violent  fits  of  the  ftone  and  gravel :  but  it  is 
fubjeft  to  the  doubt,  before  intimated,  of  ths 
efficacy  of  oils,  internally  adniiniftered. 

G  g  f  hs 
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The  dofe  may  be  one  or  two  fpoonfuls,  fre- 
quently repeated. 

LiNCTUS     EMOLLIENS,    LollOCh,     DICTUS, 

N.s.^r.  &  S.B. 

Emollient  linSluSy   or  lohoch. 

Take  of  fperma  ceti,  and  of  conferve  of 
red  rofes,  each  one  ounce ;  and  of  pefloral 
fyrup,  two  ounces.  Mix  them,  that  they 
may  form  a  lohoch. 

Half  an  ounce  of  myrrh,  three  drams  of 
nitre,  or  half  an  ounce  of  teftaceous  powder, 
are  fometimes  added. 

ObSERVATI  ON. 

This  lohoch  is  emollient ;  and  agrees,  in  its 
nature,  with  the  preceding.  The  nitre,  when 
added,  is  introduced  to  relieve  againft  inflamma- 
tion :  but  the  adminiftration  of  it,  in  this  form, 
is  objectionable  :  being  in  an  undiflblved  ftate, 
in  which,  as  was  before  obferved,  in  common 
with  fome  other  falts,  it  gives  pains  in  the 
ftomach.  The  teflaceous  powder  maybefer- 
viceabie,  where  heart-burns,  or  gripings,  arif- 
ing  from  a  too  great  acefcence  in  the  inteftines, 
accompanies  the  diforder,  for  which  this  lohoch 
is  given :  but  the  addition  of  it  renders  mixtures 
of  this  kind  inelegant,  and  difagreeable  to  thofe 
who  take  them. 

The 
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The  prefcribed  dofe  is  a  fmall  fpoonful,  fre- 
quently repeated. 

LiNCTus  soLUTivus,   Lohocli  de  manna^ 

DICTUS,     E. 

Solutive   ImStus, 

Take  of  Calabrian  manna,  frefh  oil  of 
almonds,  and  fyrup  of  violets,  each  equal 
partSi  Mix  them^  that  they  may  form  a 
lin6lus; 

Observation, 

This  compofition  is  very  gently  cathartic : 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  emollient,  and  reftora- 
tive.  It  is  proper,  therefore,  where  open- 
ing medicines  are  required,  in  violent  fits  of 
the  ftone  or  gravel ;  or  inflammations  of  the 
inteftines,  or  abdominal  contents. 

The  dofe  may  be  from  one  ounce,  to  two, 
or  more  :  as  occafion  may  require. 
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SECT.    VIL 

Of  emulfions. 


Emulsio  Arabica,  E. 
Emuljion   with  gum   Arabic. 

TAKE  of  fweet  almonds,  one  ounce ; 
of  gum  Arabic,  half  an  ounce,  and 
of  fpnng-water,  two  pints.  Difiblve  the 
gum  Arabic  in  the  water,  by  boiUng  \  and 
then,  having  blanched  the  almonds,  and 
pounded  them  well  in  a  marble  mortar,  pour 
the  folution  of  the  gum  Arabic  gradually  on 
them  3  ftirring  them  together.  After  which, 
ftrain  ofFthe  emulfion  (through  a  hair  fieve :) 
and  add  to  it  of  funple  cinnamon  water, 
one  ounce  ^   and  of  white  fugar,  one  dram. 

Observation. 
This  emulfion  is  given,  where  diluting  emol- 
lient liquors  are  thought  necelTary  :  and  is  re- 
ftorative,  and  cooling:  and  proper,  confequent- 
ly,  where  quick  nutrition  is  wanted,  under  a 
ftate  of  weaknefs,  or  diforder,  that  prevents 
the  digeftion  of  folid  food  in  a  copious  quanti- 
ty ;  but  the  proportion  of  the  almonds  fhould 
then  be  confiderably  increafed.  The  gum  Arabic 
may,  in  cafes  where  mucilages  are  Icrviceable, 
be  doubled.  This 
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This  emulfion  may  be  taken  in  any  quantity 
that  is  agreeable  to  the  patient. 

Emulsio  camphorata,   E. 
Camphor  emulfion. 
.   Take  of  camphor,   half  a  dram  ;   and  of 
fweet  almonds,  fix  in  number.     Being  well 
rubbed  together,   in  a  marble   mortar,   add 
gradually,  half  a  pint  of  penny-royal  wa- 
ter ;   and,  having  ftrained  off  the  emulfion, 
diflblve  it  in  half  an  ounce  of  white  fugar. 

Observation. 
This  is,  in  fad,  only  an  elegant  method  of 
adminiftering  camphor  :  the  proportion  of  the 
oil  of  almonds,  in  the  proper  dofe,  being  too  little 
to  anfwer  materially  to  the  primary  intentions,  in 
which  emulfions  are  given.  This  compofition 
muft,  therefore,  be  confidered  as  antifpafmo- 
dic,  and  cordial:  in  the  firft  of  which  inten- 
tions, camphor  is  a  moft  pov/erful  ingredient. 
This  emulfion  is  alfo  given,  when  epifpaftics 
are  applied ;  from  an  opinion,  that  camphor 
will  prevent  ftrangury,  and  the  acrimonious 
effedls  of  the  cantharides  in  the  urinary  pafiage: 
but  this  quality  of  camphor  may  be  well  doubt- 
ed. To  thofe  who  believe  otherwife,  there  is, 
however,  no  reafon  againfi:  its  ufe  on  fuch  oc- 
cafions :  fince  its  other  effects  will,  in  almofi: 
all  cafes,  coincide  with  the  final  intention,  in 
which  epifpaftics  are  applied. 

G  g  3  Accords 
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According  to  the  proportion  of  the  camphoi* 
contained  in  it,  a  third,  or  half  of  this,  may  be 
a  proper  dofe. 

Emulsio  communis,  Z/. 
Com7non  emuljion.  ^ 
Take  of  l\veet  ahiionds  blanched,  one 
ounce  ;  of  gum  Arabic,  half  an  ounce  ;  of 
double-refined  fugar,  fix  drams ;  and  of 
barley-water,  two  pints.  DilTolve  the  gum 
in  the  barley-water,  while  hot ;  and,  when 
the  folution  is  quite  cold,  pour  upon  it, 
gradually,  the  almonds,  pounded  with  the 
fugar  5  rubbing  them  together,  that  the 
fluid  may  grow  milky  5  after  which,  flrair^ 
it  off. 

Observation. 
This  is  much  the  fame  as  the  emuljio  Ara^^ 
bica ;  except  that  barley-water,  of  which  this 
is  formed,  renders  the  mixture  fofter;  and 
more  emollient ;  and,  in  fome  degree,  con- 
tributes to  the  reftorative  intention.  It  is  a  con- 
fiderable  improvement,  however,  of  this  emul- 
lion,  to  add  a  dram  of  cinnamon,  or  cajia  Ug-- 
nea,  (lightly  bruifed,  to  the  barley-water  3  a 
little  before  it  is  taken  off  the  fire  :  which 
not  only  makes  the  tafie  much  more  grateful ; 
but  renders  the  emulfion  more  agreeable  to 
the  fiomach,  and  inteftines  3  efpecially  in  cafes 
of  weaknefs,  Emul- 
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Emulsio  communis,    E. 
Common  emuljion. 
It  is  the  fame  as  the  emuljio  Arablca ;  ex- 
cept, that  the  gum  Arabic  is  to  be  omitted. 

Observation. 

This  is  inferior  to  the  preceding,  from  the 
ufing  meer  water,  inftead  of  barley-water ;  and 
there  are  few  cafes,  where  the  gum  Arabic 
may  not  be  fubfervient  to  the  intention  of  the 
compoiition. 


SECT,    VIII, 

Of  mixtures. 

Mistura  alba,  Potio  alba,  dicta,  N.  S.  Tl 
White  mixture. 

TAKE  of  balfam  of  Capivi,  nine 
ounces  ;  of  the  whites  of  eggs,  nine 
in  number ;  of  fyrup  of  marfh -mallows, 
thirty-fix  ounces ;  of  fpring-water,  nine 
pints  ^  and  of  proof  fpirit,  four  pints  and 
^  half.    Form  a  mixture  of  them. 


Gg4  Obser-* 
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Obse  rvat  ion. 

This  mixture  is  diuretic,  and  corroborative  i 
and  intended,  by  the  fyrup  of  marih- mallows, 
to  be  alfo,  in  feme  meafure,  emollient.  It  is- 
given  in  nephritic  cafes,  to  promote  the  dif- 
charge  of  gravel,  and  frnall  flones  -,  and  alfo, 
in  the  latter  period  of  gonorrhoeas,  to  deterge, 
and  heal  the  ulcerations  of  the  urethra :  but  the 
ufe  of  terebinthinate  medicaments,  in  fuch 
cafes,  is,  as  was  before  obferved,  for  the  moft 
part,  rather  injurious,  than  beneficiaL 

The  prefcribed  dofe  is  four  fpoonfuls,  twice 
leyery  day* 

MiSTURA    ALKALINO-SALINA. 

Alkaline  f aline    mixture. 

Take  of  river-water,    one    pint  and    a 

half;  and  dilTolve  in  it,  half  an  ounce  of 

fait  of  tartar.     Let  it  ftand  for  fome  fliort 

time  ;    and  then,    having    poured   off  the 

clear  part  from  a  fmall    fediment,    which 

will  be   formed,    add  to  it  half  a  pint  of 

pepper-mint  water,   and  let   them  form  a 

mixture. 

Obse  rvat  ion. 

The  ufe  of  alkaline  falts,  given  in  the  di'cE- 
letic   manner,    though   but   litde  known,    at 
prefent,  is  of  the  greateft  confequence  to  me- 
dicine, ii]  mofl  chrQiiic  c^fes.     But  as  the  con- 
'  .    -  fideratioi) 
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fideration  of  medicaments  here  refpeds  only 
topical  diforders,  it  is  proper  to  confine  the 
ei;iumeration  of  thofe,  in  which  this  medicine 
may  be  of  ufe,  to  fuch  only. 

Fixt  alkaline  falts  are  moll  powerfully  al- 
terative in  thofe  cacheftic  cafes,  that  produce 
cedematous  tumours,  and  ulcers ;  and,  aifo,  in 
anafarcGus,  and  all  other  hydropical  affedions 
of  particular  parts. 

They  are,  alfo,  of  great  efficacy  in  thofe 
fcorbutic  depravities,  that  produce  phagedenic, 
and  unkindly  ulcers :  and  even  difpofe  vene- 
real exulcerations,  obftinately  foul,  and  exedent, 
to  become  clean,  and  kindly ;  where  mercury, 
and  common  antivenereal  remedies  fail. 

They  are  of  equal  confequence  in  difcuffing 
ftrumous  fwellings,  and  bringing  fcrophulous, 
and  other  glandular  ulcers,  to  a  kindly  ftate. 

They  are  of  great  ufe  alfo  in  the  baftard 
gout,  and  thofe  mixt  cafes  of  gout  and  rheu- 
matifm,  that  affecfl  the  ligaments,  and  carti- 
laginous  membranes,  with  irregular  fwellings, 
and  pains :  and  by  a  long  continued  ufe,  even 
reform  the  habit,  fo  as  to  cure  radically  this 
difeafe. 

They  are,  alfo,  frequently,  an  effedlual  remedy 
in  llighter  nephritic  cafes ;  and  prevent  the  ge- 
neration of  gravel. 

The  dofe  of  this  mixture  is  a  quarter  of  a 
pint,  to  be  taken  once,  or,  in  more  urgent 
^^es,  twice  every  day. 


MiSTURA 
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MiSTURA    ALKALINO-SALINA    COMPOSITa! 

Compound  alkaline  f aline  mixture. 
Add  one  ounce  of  nitre  to  the  preceding. 

Observation. 

This  mixture  has  been  found,  in  oedematous 
tumours,  and  ulcers,  and  anafarcous  cafes,  to 
be  more  quickly  efRcacious,  than  the  fimple 
folution  of  alkaline  falts. 

The  dofe,  &c.  may  be  the  fame. 

MiSTURA  ALOETICA  ALTERATIVA,  Vinunj 

aloeticum  alkalinum,  dicta,  L. 
Alterative  aloetic  mixturey  or  wine. 
Take  of  any  fixt  alkaline  fait,  eight 
ounces  \  of  Succotorine  aloes,  faftron,  and 
myrrh,  each  one  ounce  j  of  purified  fal 
Ammoniac,  fix  drams ;  and  of  white  wine, 
two  pints.  Infufe  them,  without  heat,  for 
a  week,  or  longer  5  and  then  filter  the  wine 
through  paper. 

Observation. 
This  mixture  may  be  equally  well,  or  indeed 
better,  prepared  with  river-water,  than  with 
wine  :  becaufe  the  alkaline  fait  changes  all  the 
fabftances  peculiar  to  wine,  except  the  Ipirit, 
whjch  is  in  fo  friiall  a  proportion,  in  the  greateft 

dof^ 
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dofe  of  this  compofition  that  can  be  given,  as  not 
to  be  of  any  effed,  with  refped  to  the  curative 
intention  :  and,  moreover,  rather  hinders,  than 
promotes  the  perfed:  folution  of  the  fait;  which 
is  requiiite;  as  the  mixture  is  to  be  depurated  by 
filtering. 

This  compofition  has  the  fame  general  altera- 
tive qualities  as  the  preceding ;  but  the  aloes,  and 
myrrh,  give  it  alfo  a  greater  deobftruent  power, 
where  the  difegife  depends  on,  or  is  accom- 
panied with,  obftrudions  of  the  liver,  or  other 
vifcera :  and  for  this  reafon  it  is  very  efficacious 
in  chloretic  cafes^  and  common  accidental  ob- 
ftrudions of  the  catamenia. 

The  dofe  may  be  a  dram,  or  more,  to  be  re- 
pieatcd  every  night ;  but  as  the  proportion  of  the 
iixt  alkaline  fait  is  near  one  fourth  of  the  whole 
mixture,  it  is  too  great  to  be  taken  without  the 
addition  of  fome  other  fluid :  as  undiluted  falts, 
particularly  of  this  kind,  give,  very  frequently, 
pains  in  the  ftomach,  and  other  difagreeable 
fymptoms.  It  is  proper,  therefore,  to  drink  a 
large  glafs  of  foft  water;  or  of  fuch  water, 
mixt  with  a  third,  or  fourth  part  of  pepper- 
mint, or  fome  other  fimple  water. 

MisTURA   Ammoniac  A,    Lac   Ammonia- 

cum,  dicta,    L. 

Lac  Ammoniac. 

Take   of  gum  Ammoniac,   two  drams ; 

and  of  fimple  pennyroyal  v/ater,  half  a  pint. 

Ruh 
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Rub  the  gum  in  a  marble,  or  glafs  mortar,' 
with  the  water,  till  it  be  difTolved. 

Observation. 

This  mixture  is  antifpafmodic,  alterative, 
and  cordial ;  and  is  of  great  avail  in  paralytic, 
and  fpafmodic  diforders  of  the  breaft,  and 
heart ;  as  alfo  in  rheumatic  cafes,  where  the 
nerves  are  affeded. 

The  dofe  may  be  two  fpoonfuls,  twice,  or 
thrice  every  day. 

MiSTURA  Ammoniaca,  Julepum  Ammonia- 
cum,  DICTA,  N.S.B. 
Take   of   the    lac  Ammoitiacum^    twelve 
ounces  3  and  of  fyrup  of  fquills,  four  ounces. 
Form  a  mixture  of  them. 

ObSERV  AT  ION. 

This  is  of  the  fame  nature  with  the  preceding ; 
except,  that  the  irritating  quality  of  the  fquills, 
renders  the  effeft  more  quick,  and  ftrong. 

The  prefcribed  dofe  is  one  fpoonful,  to  be 
taken  as  often  as  the  fymptoms  urge. 

MiSTURA  antiemetica,  N.S.T. 

Antiemetic  mixture. 

T^ke  of  fait  of  w^ormwood,  tv/o  drams ; 

of  the  juice  of  lemons,  three  ounces  3  and  of 

fimple  cinnamon  water,  fix  ounces.     Add 

the 
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fhe  lemon  juice  gradually  to  the  fait:  and, 
when  the  ebullition  that  will  enfue  is  over, 
the  cinnamon  water  ;  and  let  them  form  a 
mixture, 

Ob  S  E  R  VAT  I  ON* 

The  fait  of  tartar,  which  is  much  cheaper, 
may  be  fubftituted  for  the  fait  of  wormwood. 

Though  this  mixture  is  called  antiemetic ; 
yet  that  is  the  leaft  material  of  its  medicinal 
virtues.  Lixiviate  falts,  thus  neutralized,  are 
a  moil  powerful  febrifuge,  and  of  the  greatefl 
confequence,  in  that  inflammatory  ftate  of  the 
habit,  which  depends  on  a  vifcid  crafis  of  the 
blood,  and  the  efl^eds  of  cold.  In  intermittent 
cafes,  they  like  wife  fucceed,  even  when  the 
bark  fails.  There  is  another  mofl  important 
quality  that  they  poffefs  j  which  is,  the  remov- 
ing the  troublefome  fymptoms  in  nephritic  cafes, 
particularly  in  cafes  of  the  fcone  in  the  kidneys, 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  it  feems,  for  the  prefcnt, 
an  abfolute  cure.  But  in  order  to  this,  much 
larger  dofes  mud  be  taken,  than  are  ufually 
given  in  other  cafes,  and  repeated  for  a  longer 
continuance. 

The  prefcrlbed  dofe,  in  common  cafes,  is 
three  fpoonfuls  every  fixth  hour;  but  in  inter- 
mittent, and  nephritic  cafes,  treble  that  quan- 
tity may  be  taken. 

'  'MiSTURA 
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MisTURA  balSamica,  Potio  Capivi,  dicta} 

N.  S.  B. 

Balfamic  miKture. 

Take  of  balfam  of  Gapivi,  three  ounces ; 
of  oil  of  juniper,  thirty  drops;  of  the  mu- 
cilage, formed  by  diffolving  gum  Arabic  in 
water,  as  much  as  may  be  fufficient ;  of 
fpring- water,  fix  ounces  j  and  of  proof 
fpirit,  and  fyrup  of  marfli-mallows,  each 
one  ounce.     Form  a  mixture  of  them. 

Observation. 
This  is  the  fame  in  its  qualities  with  the  preced- 
ing mijiura  alba :  though  it  varies  fomewhat  froitl 
it  in  the  proportion,  and  choice  of  ingredients. 

The  oil  of  juniper  renders  it  more  powerful 
in  nephritic  cafes :  and  the  fubftituting  a  mu- 
cilage of  gum  Arabic  for  the  whites  of  eggs, 
diminiflies  the  expence^  and  makes  it  fitter  to 
be  kept  for  a  long  time,  if  occafion  require. 

The  prefcribed  dofe  is  two  fpoonfuls,  twice 
every  day. 

MisTURA   cretacea,   Julepum  e  creta^ 

DICTA,   Z. 

Chalk  mixture^  or  julep. 

Take  of  the  whitefl  prepared  chalk,  one 
ounce  J  of  double-refined  fugar,  fix  drams ; 

of 
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of  gum  Arabic,  two  drams  -,  and  of  water, 
two  pints.     Mix  the  whole  together. 

Observation, 

This  compofition,  from  the  alkaline  quality 
of  the  chalk,  deftroys  acid  humours,  and,  per- 
haps, correds  the  acrimony  of  the  bile,  in  the 
inteflines ;  having,  moreover,  fome  fhare  of  aa 
aftringent  aftion.  It  is,  therefore,  very  effica- 
cious in  diarrhoeas  ;  and,  confequently,  may 
be  of  ufe  in  topical  cafes,  where  fuch  evacua- 
tions prevent  fuppuration  of  tumours,  or  dl- 
geftion  of  ulcers ;  or  interfere  with  that  ftate  of 
the  ceconomy,  which  is  required  to  the  cura- 
tive procefs. 

But  the  proportion  of  gum  Arabic,  which  is 
principally  intended  to  keep  the  chalk  fufpended 
in  the  fluid,  is  not  fully  fufficient  to  that  purpofe : 
though  there  is  no  reafon  for  being  fparing  in 
this  ingredient,  as,  by  its  mucilaginous  texture, 
it  conduces  to  the  principal  intention.  The 
fugar,  from  its  acefcent,  and  folutlve  qualities, 
makes  againft  the  curative  intention  of  the  mix- 
ture ;  and  does  not  anfwer  the  propofed  end  of 
rendering  the  medicine  more  grateful. 

The  dofe,  moft  commonly  prefcribed,  is  three 
ounces,  every  fix  hours. 

MiSTURA   CONTRA    DIARRH^^AM. 

Eindmg  mixture. 
Take  of  frmple   cinnamon  water,    eight 
ounces  ;   and  diffblve  in   it,  three  drams  of 

gum 
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gum  Arabic,  or  gum  Senegal.  Add  then  of 
prepared  chalk,  fix  draitis ;  of  pepper-mint 
water,  four  ounces ;  of  the  aromatic  vola- 
tile fpirit,  two  drams  5  and  of  fyrup  e  mce-- 
Qonioy  three  ounces.  Let  them  form  a 
mixture. 

OBSERVATION. 

This  mixture  v^ill  be  found  much  more 
efFeftual  in  checking  diarrhaeas,  than  the  pre- 
ceding ;  and  riluch  more  grateful  to  the  patient* 

The  dofe  may  be  from  two  to  four  fpoonfuls, 
every  fix  hours,  or  as  occafion  may  require, 

MlSTURA  EMETICA,   N.  S.T^ 

.  See  Haujlus  emetkus. 

MiSTURA  FEBRIFUGA,    N.S.^. 

Febrifuge  mixture. 

It  is  the  fame  with  the  mijiura  antiemetica, 
N.  S.  B.  above  given,  except  that  the  com- 
mon julep  is  fubftituted  for  the  fimple  cin- 
namon water. 

MiSTURA  HYDRAGOGA,  Julepum  hydrago- 
gum,  DICTA,   N.  S.  B. 

Hydropic  mixture. 

Take  of  the  common  julep  without  fyrup, 
fix  ounces;  of  tartar  emetic,  half  a  fcruple^ 

and 
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and  of  fyiup  of  buckthorn,  two  ounces. 
Let  them  form  a  mixture. 

Ob  S  E  RVATION. 

This  compofition  is  diuretic,  and  gently 
opening;  and  intended  to  promote  the  dif- 
charge  of  water  in  hydropic  cafes. 

The  dofe  prefcribed  is  one  fpoonful,  every 
hour. 

MisTURA  NEPHRITIC  A,  Mucilago  nephritica, 
DICTA,  A^.  S.  T. 

Nephritic    mixture. 

Take  of  gum  Arabic,  and  tragacanth, 
each  one  ounce ;  of  fpring  water,  fix  pints ; 
and  of  fyrup  of  marfh-mallows,  four  ounces. 
Form  a  mixture  of  them. 

ObSE  RVATION. 

This  compofition  is  emollient ;  and  intended 
to  be  given  in  cafes  of  ftone,  and  gravel,  to  lu- 
bricate the  urinary  paiTages,  and  defend  the  lace- 
rated parts,  againft  the  acrimony  of  the  urine : 
and,  for  the  fame  reafon,  it  is  fometimes  given  in 
venereal  cafes ;  or  when  pain,  and  difficulty  in 
making  water,  arife  from  blifters,  or  other  caufes 
of  excoriation  in  the  urinary  paffages.  It  is,  how- 
ever, to  be  doubted,  whether  mucilages,  in  ge- 
neral, reach  the  urinary  parts  in  fuch  propor- 
tion, if  they  be  at  all  fecreted  by  the  kidneys^ 
as  to  perform  what  is  expeded  from  them. 

H  h  Th% 
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The  prefcribed  dofe  is  three  fpoonfuls,  to  be 
taken  thrice  every  day,  when  occafion  re- 
quires it. 

MiSTURA    SALINA5   N.  S.  B. 
Saline  mixture. 

Take  of  fait  of  tartar,  one  ounce  and  a 
half  5  of  lemon-juice,  one  pound  and  two 
ounces;  of  fpirituous  alexiterial  water,  half 
a  pound;  of  fpring- water,  two  pounds  ;  and 
of  white  fugar,  throe  ounces.  Add  the  le- 
mon juice  gradually  to  the  fait  of  tartar ; 
and  when  all  ebullition  has  ceafed,  the  other 
ingredients. 

Observation. 

This  differs  in  nothing  from  the  mifiura  anti-- 
emeiicay  and  mijliira  febrifuga^  but  in  the  ve- 
hicle ;  which  is  a  matter  of  indifference  ;  and 
in  the  addition  of  the  fugar,  which  is  intended 
to  render  it  more  grateful,  though  it  fails  of  that 
effect  with  refpedt  to  moft  palates. 

The  dofe  may  be  from  two,  to  fix  fpoonfuls, 
every  fourth,  or  fixth,  hour,  in  febrile  cafes : 
or  as  often  as  may  be  found  neceffary,  in  others. 


MlSJTlTRA 
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MlSTURA    SALINA    DIURETICA,      Lixivluin 

diureticum,  dicta,  AL  S.  B. 
Take  of  fait  of  tartar,  and  of  white  fu^ 
gar,  each  half  a  pound ,  DifTolve  them  in 
one  gallon  of  fimple  pepper-^inint  water : 
and,  having  then  poured  off  the  fluid  from 
the  fediment,  add  of  fpirituous  pepper-mint 
water,   three  ounces. 

Observation* 

This  differs  from  the  mijlura  alkaltno-falina^ 
before  given,  in  the  addition  of  the  fugar, 
and  the  fpirituous  pepper-mint  water  ;  in 
the  ufing  pepper-mint  water  wholly  in  the 
place  of  river-water  ;  and  in  the  increafing  the 
proportion  of  the  fait  of  tartar.  The  change 
of  the  vehicle  may  fuit  fome  particular  cafes, 
where  the  acefcent,  or  relaxed  (late  of  the 
bowels,  occafioning  flatulencies,  may  make  the 
carminative  power  of  the  pepper- mint  water 
neceffary,  and,  perhaps,  the  diuretic  intention 
may  be  alfo  promoted  by  it.  The  addidon 
of  fugar,  is  only  to  render  the  mixture  palatable^ 
and  does  not  fucceed  effedually :  and  the  pro- 
portion of  fait  of  tartar  is  certainly  greater, 
than  is  expedient :  as,  when  it  exceeds  the 
rate  of  half  an  ounce  to  a  quart  of  fluid,  it 
frequendy  produces  diforders  in  the  ftomach. 

The  prefcribed  dofe  is  four  fpoonfuls  twice 
every  day. 

II  h  2  BOOK 


BOOK    III. 

Digeft  of  the  feveral  medicaments,  as 
well  fimple,  as  compound,  accord- 
ing to  the  certain,  or  reputed  medici- 
nal virtues,  by  which  they  are  fub- 
fervient  to  particular  intentions  of 
cure. 


N.  B.  Thofe  medicaments,  which  are  of  a  more  dubious  nature, 
with  refpeft  to  any  particular  medicinal  power  afcribed 
to  them,  are  marked  with  an  r,  as  fignifying  they 
are  reputed  to  have  fuch  power. 
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Medicaments  for  external  ufe. 

Sedion  I.     Aftringcnts. 

STyptics  for  external  use.  Green  vitriol 
calcined  to  rednefs  :^-vinegar : — alum  : — acid 
ipirits  of  vitriol,  nitre,  and  fea  fait,  diluted  with  wa- 
ter : — rectified  fpirit  of  wine  : — fugar  of  lead  > — 
blue  vitriol : — balauftines  : — agaric  of  oak,  r  :-^— 
woad,  r  : — bloodftone,  r  : — medicinal  ftonc,  L  : 
—lotions  called  aqua  mtriolica  cerulean  L  ;  and  aq^ua 
fiyptica^  E  : — embrocation  called  tinclura  fatur- 
m^  L. 

Repellents.     Sugar  of  lead : — white  vitriol ;— - 
fpirit  of  wine  : — vinegar,  and  all  other  diluted  acids 
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or  auftere  fluids :— colcothar  of  vitriol : — terra  Ja-s 
fonica  :- — bcle   arnioniac  : — rofes  : — cerufs  : — lapis 
calaminaris  ;— cutty  :- litharge  :— red  lead  : — ba- 
lauftines  : — woad,    r: — dragons  blood,   r: — toad 
flax,    r  : — houfeleek^   r  ;-- olibanum,  T  > — ftorax, 
r  :— medicinal    fl:one,  L  .-—powder   called  ftdvis 
ad  procedentiam  ani^  N.  So  T  : — fomentations  called 
fetus  qiiercimuu  N.  S.  B  ;  fotus  afiringens^  N.  S.  T  5^ 
fotus  contra  fphacelum  ;  and  fotus  papaveris  cum  aceto 
preparatus^  N.  S.  T  : — ointments  called  unguentum 
faturninum^  L.  &  E  -^  mgtienlum  tripharmacum^  L  \ 
unguentum    albim^   E  ;     unguentum    ophthalmicum^ 
I^.  &  N.  S.  T  ;  and  unguentum  nutritum^  E  : — lini- 
ment called  linmentum  trtpharmacum^  L  : — lotions 
called  aqua  aluminofa  Bciteana^  E ;  lotio  ad  herpetic 
cum^  N.  S.  B  •,  and  aqua  fiyptica^  \L : — epithem  called 
coagulum  aluminofum:,  L  : — embrocations  called  em* 
hrocatio  ajlringens  -,  ttn^iura  faturnina^  L  ;  and  acetum 
lithargiritis.R: — collyrium  called  collyrium  repellens : 
—gargles  called  gargarifma  communis^  N,  S.  T.  & 
S.  B  9  gargarifma  contra  gangrenam  ;  2ind  gargarifma 
aluminofa  J  N.  S.  T  : — tinfture  called  tindfura  terr^^e 
Japonic^ ;— injeftions  called  inje£fio  e  trochifcis  alhis 
Razi ;  and  injeSlio  repellens. 

Corroboratives.  Colcothar  of  vitriol : — bole 
armoniac  : — fpirit  of  wine  : — cold  and  hot  water : 
—dragons  blood  :— vinegar  : — juice  of  crabs  called 
"verjuice  : — quenching  water  of  a  fmith's  forge  :• — 
plafters  called  emplaflrum  roborans^  L  ;  and  em- 
plajlrum  defen/ivum^  E  :— fomentations  cdWtA  fotus 
njlringens^  N,  S.  T  ;  fotus  qucrcinusy  N.  S.  B  5  and 
fotus  communis y  L. 

Sedion  11.     Difcutients. 

Mercury  : — fope  : — all  parts  of  vegetables  whicli 
aboupd  in  warm  aromatic  juices  or  effential  oils :  — 

cam* 
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camphire  : — warm  gums,  refins,  and  native  bal- 
fams : — eflential  and  ethereal  oils  : — hemlock  : — » 
verdegrife  : — volatile  alkaline  ialts  : — vinegar  : — 
fal  Ammoniac  : — lees  of  wine  and  beer  : — fca  fait : 
-~burnt  Iponge,  r  : — birthwort  root,  r  : — briony 
root,  r: — flowers  of  elder,  r: — amalgama  of  mer« 
cury  with  lead  or  tin  : — plates  of  lead  perfri- 
cated  with  mercury  : — plafters  called  emplajlrum 
Ammoniacum  cum  mercurio^  L  ;  emplajlrum  de  cicuta 
cum  Ammoniaco^  E  ;  emplajlrum  commune  cum  mer- 
curio^  L  ;  emplajlrum  e  fapone^  L  ;  emplajlrum  mer- 
curiale^  E  ;  and  emplajlrum  ijchiadicum^  N.S.T: — 
ointments  called  unguentum  album  camphoratum^ 
L.  &  E  ;  unguentum  ceruleum  mitius^  L  •>  and  un- 
guentum  mercuriale^  E  : — liniment  called  lin'tmentum 
oleojum^  N.  S.  B  :-^cataplafms  called  cataplajma 
difcutiens^  E  ;  cataplajma  aromaticum^  E  j  cataplajma 
e  cymino^  L  ;  cataplajma  dijcutiens^  N.  S.  B  ;  cata- 
plajma faponaceum^  N,  S.  B  ;  cataplajma  rheumatif- 
maticuntj  N.  S.  T  ;  cataplafma  ad  echymojin  ;  and 
cataplajma  rejolvens  : — epithem  called  epitbema  vo^ 
latilh  : — fomentations  called  jotus  communuis^  L  ; 
^nd  jotus  e  cicuta  : — embrocations  called  embrocatia 
communis  ;  linimentum  faponaceum^  vulgo  opodeldoCy 
L  ;  baljamum  japonaceum^  vulgo  opodeldoc^  E  5  and 
Wjamum  anodynum^  vulgo  Bateanum^  E^ 


Sedion  III.     Agglutinants, 

Native  balfams  of  vegetables  of  an  adhefivQ 
fubftance  : — ifinglafs  r-^common  glue  : — the  gums 
Arabic,  Senegal,  and  tragacanth  : — agglutinative 
plafter  called  ladies  jlicking  plajler  .--—compound, 
balfams  called  balfamum  traumaticum^  L.  &  E. 
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Sedion  IV,     Emollients. 

By    relaxation.     Warm  water  : — the    fub- 
{lances  called  cil  and  hatter  of  wax : — all  animal' 
and  vegetable   oils  free  from  irritating  qualities  ; 
particularly  oils  of  olives  and   palms :— all  fat   or 
fevous  parts  of  animals  free  from  rancidity  •,  par- 
ticularly the  fat  of  geefe,  deer,  hogs,  and  vipers : — 
mucilaginous  parts  of  vegetables  free  from  any  ir- 
ritating qualities  •,  as  the  leaves  and  roots  of  marfh- 
mallows,  and  common   mallows ;  flowers,  leaves, 
and  bark  of  elder ;  and  roots  of  white  lilies : — milk  : 
—navel  wort,  r  /—camomile  leaves,  and  flowers,  r  : 
leaves  of  burdock,  r : — melilot,  r  .-—-violet  flow- 
ers, r: — leaves  of  mercury,  and  pellitory  of  the 
wall,  r: — fugar,  r: — honey,  r: — cerate   called  ce- 
ratum  alhum^  L: — ointments  called  unguentum  fam* 
bucinum^  L  s  unguent um  ewolliens,  E.  &  N.  S.  T  ; 
unguentum  album  camphoratum^  L.  &  E  ;   and  un- 
guentum  tripharmacumj    L :— liniments  called  un- 
guentum nutritum^  E  ;    unguentum  fambucinum^  E  ; 
linimentum   hamorrhoidaky    N.  S.  T  ;     unguentum 
JimpleXj   vulgo  pomatum^  L ;    unguentum   rofaceum^ 
vulgo  pomatum^  E  ;   and  linimentum  tripharmacum^ 
L  : — fomentations    called  fotus    communis ;    and 
fotus  emolliens  :•— oils  called  oleum  viride  ^  okmn  /am- 
hucinum  ;  and  oleum  e  mucilaginibus. 

By  A  sujpj^osEp  ANODYNE  POWER.  The  fevcral 
parts  of  vegetables  containing  warm  and  aromatic 
juices ',  as  camomile  flowers  ^  foenugreek  feeds  ; 
and  fweet  fennel  feeds  : — camphor  : — plafter  called 
emplafirum  anodynum^  M : — prepared  balfams  called 
idfa^num  anodvmm^  vulgo  Bateanum  -,  and  haljamum 
Guidonis. 

By  narcotic  power.  Opium  : — meconium, 
or  extrad  from  the  feeds,  and  heads  of  poppies  :—* 
fomentation  CdXlzd  fotus  papaveris^  N*  S.  B. 

By 
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By  REFRIGERATION.     All  gentler  repellent  i]ir- 

ples,  and  compounds  : — ointments  called  unguenitf-n 

imolliens  cum  opio^  N,  S.  T  5  and  ungtientum  ha- 

morrhoidale. 

Sedion  V.     Suppuratives. 

All  warm  and  aromatic  parts  of  vegetables 
commixt  with  very  adhefive  and  mucilaginous  fub- 
fiances;  and  in  a  lefs  degree  unduous  mucilagi- 
nous fubftances  fimply  : — Burgundy  pitch  : — fugar 
and  honey,  r : — plafters  called  emplajirum  commune 
adh^fivum^  L  ;  emplaftmm  adh^ftvdtm^  E  ;  empla- 
Jtrum  commune  cum  gummi^  L ;  emplajtrum  gummo* 
fumy  E  ;  and  emplajtrum' e  mucilaginibusy  L  : — cata- 
plafms  called  cataplafma  maturans^  L ;  and  cata- 
plafma  fuppurans^  E. 

In  cases  of  violent  inflammation.  All  re- 
laxant emollients  •,  particularly  oil  of  mucilages, 
and  the  common  emollient  cataplafm. 

Sedion  VI.     Digeftives. 

All  terebinthinate  and  native  balfamic,  and  re- 
finous  fubftances  : — common  turpentine,  com- 
mon pitch,  tar,  Burgundy  pitch,  and  frankin- 
cence,  mixt  with  oily  and  fevous  fubftances : — 
many  of  the  warmer  ftimulating  herbs;  as  St.  John's 
wort,  melitot,  &c.  : — plafters  called  emplaftmm  at- 
trahenSj  L  ;  emplajtrum  cereum^  E  ;  emplajtrum  com* 
mune  adh^fivum^  E  ;  emplajtrum  commune  cum  gum- 
mi^  L  ;  and  emplaftrum  gummofumy  E  : — cerates 
called  ceratum  ciirinum^  L  ;  and  ceratmn  attrahens^ 
E  : — ointments  called  unguentum  fiavum  bafiiicum^ 
L.  &  E  ;  ungueyitum  baftlicum  nigrum^  L.  &  E  ;  bal- 
famum  Locatelli^  L  ;  lintmentum  Arc^t^  E  ;  unguen- 
tum CjC  altlj^a^  L ;  and  unguentum  e  guwrai  elemi : — 
prepared  oil  called  oleum  hypericin  L, 

Sedion 
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Sedion  VIL     Detergents. 

Verdegrife  : — blue  vitrioU  and  ftll  faline  prepa- 
rations  ot  copper  : — red  precipitate  of  mercury ; 
white  precipitate  of  mercury,  when  prepared  with- 
out alkaline  falts  : — alum  : — green  vitriol  :  — 
myrrh  : — all  flighter  efcarotics  : — unguent  called 
mel Mgy-ptiacum^  E  :— -liniments  called  linimentum 
hafilicum  viride^  L ;  and  balfamum  viride^  E  : — 
epithem  called  mel  jEgyptiacum^  L : — ^infufion  of 
rofes  called  tirMura  rofarum^  L.  &  E  : — lotions 
called  aqtia  fapphirina,  L.  &  E  -,  aq^ua  phagedenicay 
E  ;  aqua  vilrioUca  cerulea^  L  ;  aqua  alumimfa^  E ; 
aqua  Jiyptica^  E  ;  aqua  cakis  Jimpley\  L  ;  aqua  calcis^ 
E  ;  lotio  faponacea^  L  \  lotio  ad  herpetem^  N.  S.  B  ^ 
and  lac  virginafe  : — collyriums  called  aqua  vitriolica 
cawphoraia^  L  ;  and  cotlynum  vitriolicum^  N.  S.  T : 
«— gargarifms  called  gargarifma  communis^  N.  S.  T,. 
&  B  ;  gargarifma  aluminofa^  N.  S.  T  ;  and  garga- 
rifma contra  gangrenam  : — injeftion  called  inje^io 
detergens : — tinfture  called  tinkura  myrrhs,  L.  &  E. 

Sedion  VIII.     Defenfatives, 

Ivy  leaves  : — cabbage  leaves  : — fperma  ceti  fim-^ 
ply,  or  with  fevous  fubftances,  and  fubftantial 
oils :— bees  wax  : — myrtle  wax  : — plafters  called 
emplajirum  commune^  L.  &  E  ;  emplaftrmn  commune 
edb^fivum^  L.  &  E  ;  emplajirum  defenfivum^  E ;  em- 
plajtrum  roborans^  L  ;  and  emplaftrum  e  ?niniOy  L  :-^— 
cerates  called  ceratum  alburn^  L  ;  and  ceratum  com^ 
mune^  N.  S.  T  : — ointment  called  unguenium  albums 
L.  &  E  : — liniment  called  linimentum  album,  L. 
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Sedlion  IX.     Incarnatives. 

Where  the  growth  of  jlejh  is  not  luxuriant,  de- 
fenfatives  in  any  form. 

Where  there  is  the  leaft  tendency  to  fungous 
3EXCRESCENCE,  lint  fimply  ;  or  (lightly  fpread  with 
yellow  bafilicum,  or  fome  other  digeftive,  not  oily. 

Where  the  ulcer  is  not  otherwife  unkindly^  but  the 
difpojition  to  incarn  feems  wholly^  or  in  a  great  meaftire 
wanting^  oily  and  fevous  fubftances,  intirely  free 
from  rancidity,  or  any  irritating  quality,  either 
alone,  or  mixt  with  gentle  digeftives,  as  occafion 
xnay  Ihow  neceflary. 

Section  X.  Epulotics,  or  cicatrizers. 

Simple  lime  water  diluted  : — fome  native  faline, 
gnd  fulphureous,  mineral  waters  : — weak  folutions 
of  fugar  of  lead;  or  white  vitriol  :— gentle  repel- 
lents, commixt  with  defenfatives,  particularly  lapis 
calaminarisy  and  tutty  : — olibanum,  r  : — cerates 
called  ceratum  epuloticum,  L;  and  unguentum  e  lapide 
cqlaminari^  E. 

Sedion  XL     Cauftics. 

Acids  of  vitriol,  nitre,  and  fea  fait,  in  a  con- 
centrate or  undiluted  ftate  : — fixt  and  volatile  al- 
kaline  falts : — combination  of  the  lixiviate  vege- 
table falts,  with  the  faline  parts  of  lime,  com* 
monly  called  lapis  infemalis^  &'  lapis  fepticus  feu 
cauterium  potentiate^  E  : — ^^fal  Ammoniac  : — falts 
formed  of  metallic  bodies  combined  with  acids ;  as 
the  combination  of  filver,  and  the  nitrous  acid^ 
called  caufticum  lunare  ^   the  combination  of  an- 

timony^ 
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rimony,  and  the  acid  of  fea  fait,  called  hutter  of 
antimony  : — corrofive  fublimate  of  mercury  : — white 
precipitate  of  mercury,  when  prepared  without  the 
life  of  alkaline  falts : — red  precipitate  of  mercury  : 
— blue  vitriol : — green  vitriol : — alum  (lightly  cal- 
cined, called  alumen  ujlum^  L  : — fome  effential  oils 
of  vegetables ;  as  thofe  of  origanum.,  and  cloves: — 
fome  native  juices,  or  fap  ot  vegetables,  either  in 
their  original  fluid  ftate,  or  infpiifated  by  evapo- 
ration into  gummous  or  refinous  fubftances  •,  as 
thofe  of  celandine,  euphorbium,  fpurge,  &c.  : — 
arfenic  : — epithems  called  caufiicim  commune  mitius  ; 
caufikum  commune  forticisy  L  ;  and  pilce  fulpburat^^ 
N.  S.  T. 

Sedion  XII.     Antifpafmcdics. 

All  warm  and  aromatic  parts  of  vegetables ;  as 
muftard  feed  ;  cummin  feed  ;  fweet  fennel  feed  % 
cloves  ;  cinnamon  ;  mace ;  leaves  of  mint,  rofe-t 
mary,  and  the  bay  tree ;  roots  of  garlic,  pellitory 
of  Spain,  and  horfe  radifh  : — all  effential  oils  not 
cauftic : — ethereal  oils  of  amber,  and  turpentine  : — 
all  warm  and  ftimulating  refins  ;  gum  refins  ^  and 
native  balfams  ;  as  Benjamjn  ;  olibanum  ;  labda- 
num  ;  ftorax ;  tacamahac  ;  afa  foecida  ;  and  the 
balfams  of  Gilead,  Tolu,  and  Peru  : — cantharides  : 
- — camphor  :• — volatile  alkaline  falts  : — fpirit  of 
wine: — plafters  called  ewfhftrum  cefhaUcum^  L; 
emplajirum  de  ciciita  cum  Ammoniaco^  E  ;  emplaflnim 
fiomachicum^  L.  &  E  ;  emplaftrnm  e  cymino^  li ;  and 
emplajirum  e  galhano^  N.  S.  T  : — liniment  called  un- 
guentum  nervinum^  E  : — cataplaim  called  cataplafma 
aromaticum^  E  ;  cataplafma  e  cymino,  L  ;  zn^  finaptf- 
mus^  E  :  — epithems  called  epilhcma  volatile^  L  ;  and 
emplajirum  volatile^  L  : —embrocation  called  ^7;^/^/'^ 
catio  communis : — gargle  called  gargarifma  ad  pa- 
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rdyfin^  N.  S.  B  : — tinfture  called  tinElura  cantha- 
ridum^  L.  &  E:— compound  oils  called  olmm  cha- 
miemeU^  L  •,  and  oleum  viride^  L. 

Sedion  XIIL    Epifpaftics,   or  vefica- 

tories. 

Cantharides  :— plafters  called  emplafirum  veficato- 
rium,  L ;  emplajlrum  epifpafiicum^  E ;  and  emplajlrum 
epifpajticum  compofitum^  E : — ointments  called  un- 
guentum  epifpajticum^  E  ;  and  unguentum  epifpajlicum 
mitius^  E : — epithem  called  epithema  vejicatorium^ 
L  :— tindure  called  tin^ura  cantharidum^  L.  &  £• 

Sedion  XIV.     Vulneraries. 

Many  native  balfams ;  as  thofe  of  Gilead,  Tolu, 
Peru,  and  Capivi;  and  the  feveral  kinds  of  turpen- 
tine, r : — feveral  gum  refins  ;  as  farcocol,  faga- 
penum,  oppoponax,  and  gum  juniper,  r : — many 
herbs  ;  as  St.  John's  wort,  bugle,  tutfan,  ladies 
mantle,  and  agrimony,  r  :— plafter  called  ladies 
Jiicking  plajiir^  r: — ointments  called  balfamum  ho- 
catelli^  L.  r ;  unguentum  faturninum^  L.  &  E.  r  ; 
—epithem  called  hdfamum  fulphuris^  L,  &  E,  r  :  — 
compound,  or  prepared  balfams,  called  halfa- 
mum  traumaticum^  L.  &  E.  r  j  and  balfamum 
Guidonis^  r. 

Sedion  XV,     Specifics. 

Against  the  venereal  disease.  Mercury 
prepared  in  all  the  various  forms  proper  for  external 
ufc. 

Against 
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AcAmsT  THE  ITCH.  Crude  mercury;  or  whit^ 
precipitate  of  mercury,  commixc  with  unftu'ous 
fubftances  : — mineral  fulphur  : — tobacco  : — -elle- 
campane,  r  : — white  and  black  hellebore,  r  : — • 
ointments  called  unguentum  mercuriaky  L,  &  E  ; 
unguentum  citrimm^  E;  and  unguentum  e  fulphu- 
re^  L  : — liniments  called  linimenlum  mercuriale 
fforicum ;  unguentum  e  mer curio  precipitator  L ;  and 
unguentum  pforicum^  N.  S.  T  : — lotions  called  aqua 
aluminofa^  E  ;  and  lotio  fulphurea^  N,  S.  T. 

Against  the  piles.  Mineral  fulphur,  com- 
mixt  with  unftuous  ingredients,  r. 

Against  the  leprosy.  Unguentum  ad  leprum^ 
N.  S.  T.  r. 

Against  cancers.  Epithem  called  Plunket^s 
powder r  r : — fomentation  called  fotus  e  cicuta^  r. 


CHAP.    It 

Medicaments  for    intermil  ufe. 
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Sedion  !•     Cathartics. 

DRastics,  or  stronger  purges.  Aloes  :— • 
colocynth  : — fcammony  : — -j^lap  : — fena  :— 
buckthorn  berries  : — calomel : — pills  called  ^/M^ 
ex  colocynthide  cum  aloe^  L  ;  pilula  ex  colocynthide 
JimplicioreSy  L  *,  pilule  aloetic^j  E  ;  pilules  coccia^ 
E  •,  pilula  Rufiy  L.  &  E  ;  piluU  Rudii^  E ;  piluU 
ejalappa^  E  5  extrattum  catharticum^  L  ;  pilule  e 
jalappa^  E  •,  extra^ium  catharticum^  L  ;  piluU  e 
cakmele^  N.  S.  T ;  and  piluU  purgantes  cum  mer- 
curiOy  N.  S.  B: — bolus  called  hlus  e  jaJappa^  N. 
S.  T  : — eleftaries  called  ele^arium  e  fcammonio^  L  ; 
and  ele5larium  purgans^  N.  S.  T  : — draughts  called 

haujlus 
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haiifius  furgans^  N.  S.  T  ;  and  haujlus  folutiviiSy 
N.  S.  T  : — infufions  called  infufum  fen^e  commune^ 
L  ;  infufum  fence  unic^  fuat nor ^  E;  infufum  amarum 
cum  fena^  E  -,  and  infufum  amarum  purga^is^  L.  & 
N.  S.  T  ir— tindures  called  tin£iura  jalapfii^  L  ; 
and  tin£fura  facra,  L.  &  E. 

ECCOPROTIC   AND   MILDER  PURGES.    TrUC  GlaU- 

ber's  fait : — fal  polychreft,  or  vitriolated  tartar : — 
fal  cathariicus  amarus^  fouiid  in  the  ftiops  under  the 
names  of  the  Lymington  Glauber's  fait ;  and  Epfom 
falt\  according  to  the  different  manner  of  chryftal- 
Jizing  \~~feile  de  Seignetle^  or  foluble  tartar  : — 
cream  of  tartar  : — fea  water  : — various  kinds  of 
mineral  waters  abounding  in  neutral  falts : — rhu- 
barb :  — manna  : — caffia  fiftularis : — boluffes  called 
bolus  e  rhabarbaro^  N,  S.  T ;  and  bolus  e  rheo^  N.  S. 
B  : — eleftaries  called  ele£iarium  knitivum^  L.  &  E  ; 
eleBarium  e  cafia^  L  ;  and  ele5lariura  aperiens^  N. 
S.  B  :— draughts  called  haujius  folutivus^  N.  S.  T  ; 
zndhaufusfalimisfolutivusc—infuCion  called  infufum 
rhabarbariy  E  : — tindtures  called  tin^iura  rhabarbari 
vinofa  £5?  fpirituofa^  L ;  and  tin^ura  rhei  dulcis  i^ 
amara^  E  : — linftus  called  lohoch  de  manna^  E. 

Se61:ion  II.    Sudorifics. 

Diluting  fluids  a6tually  warm  : — volatile  alkaline 
falts: — opium  :— warm  aromatic,  and  ftimulating 
parts  ct  vegetables  ;  and  native  balfams,  refins^ 
and  eflential  oils  fimply  ;  but  more  powerfully  with 
the  addition  of  narcotics  : — caftor  : — faffroa  : — 
camphire  : — gum  and  extract  of  guaiacum.  : — 
farfaparilla  root  : — golden  fulphur  of  antimony, 
kermes  mineral,  and  other  aftive  preparations  of 
antimony,  when  they  do  not  prove  violently  emetic 
or  cathartic  : — diaphoretic  antimony,  r  : — bezoar, 
r  : — contrayerva  rooCj  and  feveral  other  parts  of  ve- 
getables 
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getabks  not  apparently  containing  any  ftimulating 
matter,  r : — compound  powder  called  pulvis  Do* 
veri : — -julep  calkd  J ulepum  volatile. 

Sedion  IIL     Diuretics. 

Moft  kinds  of  neutral  falts ;  particularly  nitre^ 
lixiviate  alkaline  falts  neutralized  with  vinegar,  and 
lal  polychreft  : — moft  native  balfams ;  particularly 
turpentine  of  the  feveral  kinds  ;  and  the  balfam 
of  Capivi : — eflential  oils  ;  particularly  thofe  of 
turpentine,  and  juniper  : — fquills  taken  in  fmall 
quantities  : — farfaparilla  root : — vinegar,  and  other 
diluted  acids : — fmall  vinous  liquors,  particularly 
thofe  abounding  in  tartar  :  — green  tea  : — leaves  of 
chervil  \  roots  of  marfh-mallows  ;  feeds  of  burdock; 
and  many  other  parts  of  vegetables,  r  : — powder 
called  pulvis  diureticus^  N.  S.  T  :— draught  called 
haujlus  hydropicus,  N,  S.  T  : — mixtures  called  potto 
alb  a  J  N.  S.  T  ;  miftura  I  alf arnica^  N.  S.  B  ;  mtftura 
antiemetica^N.  S.T 'j  mijiura  alkalino-falina\  miftura 
alkalino-falina  compoftta  ;  miftura  hydropica^  N.  S. 
B)  and  lixivium  diuf'eticum^  N.  S,  B. 

Sedion  IV.    Emetics. 

Turpeth  mineral  : — emetic  tartar ;  and  moft 
other  aftive  antimonial  preparations  : — ipecacuana 
root  :— fquills  v — bolus  called  bolus  e  turpetho^  N. 
S.  T  :~draught  called  kauftus  emeticus^  N.  S.  T  :-— 
tindlure  called  vinum  antimonii^  L. 

Sedlion  V.     Emmenagogues. 

Salt  of  fteel  :<— -fteel  in  fpecie  :— aloes : — white 
Jbelkbore  :— calomel,    and    other   preparations   of 

mcr- 
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mercury: — the  golden  fulphur,  and  other  prepara- 
tions of  antimony  :— all  warm  and  ftimulating 
parts  of  vegetables  not  aftringent  :~  fal  poly- 
chreft:— Glauber's  fait: — -fal  calharlicus :  —{oluhlc 
tartar  : — fixt  alkaline  fairs  of  vegetables  : — volatile 
alkaline  falts : — pills  called  piluU  aloetica^  E  ;  pi- 
lule ecphra^lica^  L ;  pilule  ecphroMicie^  N.  S.  T ; 
pilule  ecphra£iir^£  chalybeate ^  E ;  pilule  Rufi^  L.  &  E  ; 
extra^Ium  catharticum,  L;  and  pilule  Rudii^  E:  — 
boluffes  called  hlus  chalybcatus^  N.  S.  T  ;  bolus 
ecphraBicus ;  and  bolus  tartareus^  N.  S.  T : — tintlures 
called  vinu?n  chalybeatum^  L  ;  vinum  anii^wnii^  L  ; 
tin^urafacra^  L.  &  E ;  and  tin5!ura  aromatica^  L : — 
mixtures  called  viram  aloeticum  alhalinum^  L;  mijlura 
alkalino-falina  \   and  lixivium  diureticum^  N.  S.  B. 

Section  VI.     Cordials. 

Wine,  and  all  vinous  fpirits  : — efientlal  oils  of 
vegetables : — aromatic  parts  of  vegetables :— diftilled 
fimple  water  of  peppermint ;  mint ;  penneroyal  ; 
balm  ;  and  feveral  other  vegetables : — cailor : — cam- 
phire: — ambergrife: — mufl<: : — volatile  alkaline  falts, 
and  diftilled  animal  oils  : — afa  fcetida  :-~bezoar,  r  : 
— juleps  called  julepum  com?nune^  N.  S.  T  ;  ju- 
lepum  menthe^  N.  S.  T ;  and  julepum  volatile^ 
N.  S.  T  : — tinfture  called  tinctura  aromatica,  L. 


Sedion  VIL     Alteratives. 

Dissolvents.  Alkaline  and  neutral  falts  of 
every  kind  : — fea  fait :— feveral  mineral  waters  : — 
fope: — farfaparilla  root  -.  —  hemlock: — gum  Ammo- 
niac : — guaiacum;  and  feveral  other  gum  refins: — 
pills  called  pilule  Itthontriptice ;  and  pilule  faponacee^ 
L: — boluiles  calle^J  bolus  faponacetts^  L  ^   and  bolus  e 

1  i  guaicOi 
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guaicO'i  N.  S.  T  : — electary  called  ele5iarium  arthri- 
ticum  : — mixtures  called  vinum  alceticum  alkalinumj 
L;  miJlurafalino-alkalina^Lj\  wijtura  Jalino-alkalina 
compoJita\  miftura  antiemetics^  N.S.T  ,  and  lixivium 
diureticum^  N.  S.  B. 

Stimulating  deobstruents.  Steel  in  fpecie : — 
fait  of  fteel;  and  other  chalybeate  prepararions :— 
calomel  •,  and  other  mild  flUine  mercurial  prepa- 
rations:— native  and  factitious  cinnabar : — /Ethiops 
mineral : — warm  and  irritating  parts  of  vegetables  ; 
as  faffafra^  wood  and  bark ;  guaiacum  wood  and 
bark  :— gum  Ammoniac  : — faftron  : — camphire  : — 
all  the  compofitions,  except  the  abovementioned 
diirdvcnts,  that  are  enumerated  as  emmenagogues : 
—bolus  called  hGlns  antimonialts^   N.  S.  1\ 

Correctives  of  putrescence.  Vinegar  : — oil 
of  vitriol : — all  acid  and  acefcent  fruits,  or  other  part.^ 
Ci  vegetables :— fugar,  honey,  and  all  other  faccha- 
rine  matter  : — fixt  alkaline  falts  of  vegetables. 

Correctors  of  acescence,  commonly  called  a^^- 
sorbents.  Alkaline  falts  of  all  kinds  :— all  tefta- 
ceous  powders,  and  cretaceous  earths  : — compound 
powder  called  fulvis  diureticus^  N.  S,T :— decoftions 
called  decooium  alburn^  L  ;  and  decorum  album  com- 
pojitiim^  E  : — mixtures  called  juleptim  e  creta^  L  ; 
mijiura  contra  diarrhceam  ;  mijtura  alkalino-falina  ; 
niijfura  alkalino-falina  compoftta  ;  lixivimn  diurelicum^ 
N.  i>.  B ;  and  vinum  aloeticum  alkalinum^  L. 

Section  VIIL     Reftoratives. 

Anmial  or  vegetable  fubftances,  containing  a  large 
proportion  of  oil,  and  being  of  eafy  digeltion  : — 
niijk  :  —artificial  mixtures  of  oil,  or  fevous  fub- 
ftances,with  aqueous  fluids  : — ftrong  broths : — eggs 
of  hens,  &:c.  : — gelatinous,  animal,  or  vegetable 
fubft^nces  \  as  jellies  or  calves  feet,  or  hartlhorn 
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Ihaving?,  r ; — falop,  r: — fago,  r: — fnails,  r: — eryngo 
root,  r  : — emulfions  called  emuljio  communis,  L.  & 
E  ;  and  emu^.fio  Arahica,  E: — lindtufes  called  lohoch 
commurds,  E  ;  and  lohoch^  N.  S.  T.  &  S.  B, 

Sedion   IX-     Aftringents. 

Sugar  of  lead,  moft  effeftual,  but  noxious  : — ^ 
alum  : — true  acacia  : — ^juice  of  crabs  called  wr- 
Juice : — -juice  of  floes,  either  in  its  original  ftate, 
or  infpiirated  into  the  thick  rob  called  German 
acacia: — diluted  fpirit  of  fait: — diluted  oil  of  vi- 
triol :— Florence,  and  other  auftere  wines  : — com- 
bination of  vinous  fpirits,  and  oil  of  vitriol,  called 
fpirittis  vitrioli  dulcis  : — combination  of  vinous 
fpirits,  and  fpiric  of  nitre,  called  fpirittis  n'Jri 
dulcis  : — terra  Japonica  .'—dragons  blood  : — oak 
bark  : — pomegranate  rind  : — tormentil  root  : — 
bole  armoniac : — balauftines : — torrified  rhubarb  : — 
Jefuits  bark  : — biflort  root  : — red  rofes  : — oli- 
banum,  r  : — maftick,  r  : — powder  called  /pedes 
€  fcordio^  L  : — bolufles  called  bolus  ahaninofus, 
N.  S.  T  *  bolus  e  rhea,  N.  S.  B ;  and  bolus 
roborans^  N.  S.  B  : — eleftaries  called  bolus  aroma- 
ticus,  N.  S.  T  ;  ele^larium  aromaticuw,  N^  S.  T  ; 
ele£farium  aftringens,  N.  S.  B  ;  bolus  febrilis,  N* 
S.  T  ;  and  ele£iarium  e  fcordio,  L  : — infufion  called 
tinclura  rofarum  : — decoftions  called  decorum  quer- 
€us^  N.  S.  B  ;  deco6lum-  aftringens^  N.  S.  T  j  decoc- 
turn  alhian  compofttum,  E ;  and  decoclum  coriicis 
Peruvians,  N.  S.  T.  &  S.  B  : — tinctures  called 
tinulura  faturnina,  L.  &  E  ;  vinum  chalybeatum^  L  v 
and  tintiura  coriicis  Peruvian^^  L.  &  E. 

Seclion  X.    Antilpafmodics. 

Stimulants.    Cantharides  ; — camphor  : — vola- 
tile alkaline  faks  : — efiential  and  ethereal  oils  :— 

I  i   2  vinQU!> 
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vinous  fpirits  : — caftor  : — afa  fcetida  : — ftorax  : — • 
labdanum  :— gum  Ammoniac  : — warm  aromatic 
parts  of  vegetables-, particularly  muftard  feed,  horfe- 
radifh  root,  cummin  feed,  faffron,  bay  berries, 
ginger,  pepper,  zedoary,  leaves  of  pepper  mint, 
rue,  rofemary,  and  lavender  : — pov/der  Cdlkd  /pedes 
aroraatica: — pills  cdXltd pilul^e  efiyrace^  L-,  Tiwd  pilule 
aromaticdc^  L:— eleftary  called  bolus  paralyticus^ 
N.  S.  T: — julep  c^Wtd  julepum  volatile: — infufions 
called  infufum.paralyticum^'ii,  S. T :—  tinftures  called 
tincliira  cantharidum^  L.  &  E  ;  tinSlura  aromatica^ 
L  ;  zn&tinBura  cafioreiy  L.  &  E  : — emulfion  called 
emulfio  camphorata, 

Narcotics.  Opium  :— juice,  cr  extraft  of  pop- 
pies : — ptliil^e  pactjica^  E,  &  N.  S.  Y  : — draughts 
called  hauftus  paregoricus^  N.  S.  T  -,  and  haujius 
hypnoticus^  N.  S.  B  : — tinctures  called  tiniiura 
Ucbaica^  L  ;  and  tin^ura  opHy  E. 

Sedlion  XL     Difcutients. 

Diffolvent  and  deobftruent  alteratives,  as  above 
enumerated,  combined  or  given  feparately  accord- 
ing to  the  occafion  :— farfapariila  root;  particularly 
in  tumours  of  the  bones  and  cartilaginous  parts: — 
hemlock,  r; — pills  called  pitu!^  e  cicuta  : — decoc- 
tion called  dcco^ium  farfapariila. 

Sedion  XII.  Balfamics,  or  vulneraries. 

Native  balfams,  gum  refins,  and  terebinthinate 
fubttances,  r  : — many  herbaceous  pares  of  vegeta- 
'  bles ;  as  St.  John's  wort,  horehound,  ground  ivy, 
agrimony,  &c  r;--combination  of  mineral  fulphur, 
and  oil,  called  halfarnum  fidpkuris^  r  : — compofi  ion 
called  haifainUm  Localelli^  r  : — compound   balfams 

called 
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cailerl  balfamum  tratimaticum-,  L.  &  E  : — mixtures 
called  mijiura  alha^  N,  S.  B  •,  and  polio  alha^  N.  S.T. 

Sedion  XIIL     Specifics. 

Against  the  venereal  disease.  Mercury 
prepared  in  any  form  : — farfaparilla  root:  —  refinous 
€Xtra£l  of  guaicum  wood,  r : — pills  called  pUula 
mercuiialeSy  L..  &  E  ,  piluU  772ercuriaies  lax  ant  es^  E  ; 
pilule  ceruki^e,  N.  S.  B ;  pilule  e  mer curio  crude ^  N. 
S.  T;  pilule  mercuriales  cum  Jcaynmonio\  pilule  al- 
ter antes  e  mercuric^  N.  S.  B  ;  pilw^  e  caioraele^  N. 
S.  I,  &  S.  B;  pihi!^  Jyphi^ic^^  N.  S.  T  ;  and  pilu'^ 
£  mercu.io  trituraiione  preparato  : — boluffes  called 
i?olus  e  calomek^  N.  S.  T  ,  and  bolus  fpecificus^  N. 
S.  B  : — cleco&ion  called  decoRurn  farJaparilU^  or 
the  Lijb'-n  diet  drink: — tind;ure  called  tinSiura  mer^ 
curti  corrofivi  fublvmati^  or  the  Neapc.it an  drops. 

Against  the  gout.  Powder  called  duke  of 
Tordand  powder-     See  pulvis  antiarthriticus. 

Against  the  itch.  7Ethiops  mineral,  r: — 
mercury,  r: — Rowers  of  fjlphur,  r. 

Against  the  rabies^  or  madness  caused  by 
THE  bite  of  mad  DOGS.  Mcrcury  in  various 
preparations,  r  :— mufk  and  cinnabar,  r  : — powder 
called  puhvis  antihffus^   r- 

Against  cancers.  Hemlock,  r; — pills  called 
piiuJ^e  e  cicuta^  r. 

Against  the  progress  of  mortifications. 
Jefuits   bark. 

Against  the  king's  evil.  Sponge,  r : — bolus 
called  bolus  ad  jlntmas^  N.  S.  T.  r. 

Against  the  piles  Sulphur,  r  : — bolus  called 
holus  h^n?orrhoida!e^  N.  S.  B.  r  : — eledary  called 
elect ariuni  h^morhoidale,  N.  S.  B.  r. 

Against  the  leprosy.  Sarfaparilla  root  :— 
elm  bark,  r: — decoftions  called  decodfum  farfaparil-- 
lie  J  and  decotJuni  almi^  r. 

INDEX 
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Of  the  medicaments,  of  which  the 
names  are  changed  in  this  work;  in 
order  to  the  finding  them  by  means 
of  tbofe  which  they  had  before. 


/jCeium    lyihargirliis  ;      SEE    enibrocatio     aflrlngensy 

Jqim  aluminofa^  E  ;  SEE  lotio  mercurialis,  307  : — 
aluminofa  Bateana^  L  ;  SEE  lotio  aftringens,  302  : — 
calcis^  L.  &  E;  SEE  lotio  epulotica,  306,  307  \^^calch 
minus  compofita  ;  see  infufum  aiterans,  413  : — calcis  magis 
compofita^  L  ;  see  infufum  alterans,  413  : — Uberans, 
N.  S.  T  ;  see  infufum  alterans5  4i2  '.—Jiyptica^Y. ;  see 
lotio  ftyptica,  311  : — vitriolica  camphorata^  L  ;  see  col- 
ly rium  detergens,  318  '.'-^vitriolica  caruleay  L  ;  see  lotio 
ftyptica,  310. 

Baijamu?n  anodynum^  vulgo  Bateanuniy  E  ;  SEE  embrocatio 
refolvens  et  anodyna,  ^16 i-^-^Locatelli^h;  SEE  unguen- 
tum  di(?lum  balfamum  Locatelli,  255  : — -faponaceum^  E; 
SEE  embrocatio  faponacea  refolvens,  "^ib  \—fulphuris 
crajfum^  E  ;  see  epithema  fulphureo-oleofum,  294:— 
fulphiiris  /implex^  h'^  see  epithema  fulphureo-oleofum, 
293: — viride^  E;  SEE  linimentum  viride,  276. 

Bolus  aromaticus^  N.  S.  T;  see  eleflarium  aromaticum, 
y^'2.\—ajlringens^  N.  S.  B  ;  see  eleftarium  aftringens, 
'^()^:—Copaivi^  N.  S.  T;  see  eleftarium  Capivi,  396  : 
—ft:brilis^  N.  S.  T;  SEE  ele6larium  corticis  Peruvianse, 
397  : — ad  gonorrhceam^  N.  S.  T  ;  see  efedarium  ad 
gonorrhoeam,  397  : — paralyticus^  N.  S.  Tj  see  elecla- 
rium  paralyticum,   390. 

Caujiicum  commune  fortius^  L;  SEE  epithema  cauftlcum^ 
2()0  :-'^comrnune  ?nitius^  L;  see  epithema  caufticum, 
291. 

Coagulum  aluminofum^  L;  see  epithema  aluminofum,  2?7. 

CoUyriu/^ 
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Colly  rium  vliriolicum^   N.  S.  T  9  see  colly  Hum  detergens, 

317. 

Eledarium  aromciiuunii  N,  S.  B  y  see  ele(3:arium  aftrin- 
gens,  395. 

JEmplaJirum  cereum^  see  ceratum  attrahens,  236  : — vola- 
tile-y   SEE  epithema  volatile,  295, 

Fotus papaverisy  N.  S.  B  ;  SEE  fotus  anodynus,  295  \--^qiier^ 
cinus^  N.  S.  B  ;  see  fotus  aftringens,  299. 

Gargarifma  aluminofa^  N.  S.  T  ;  see  gargarifma  repcllens, 
321  : — communis^  N.  S.  T.  &  S.  B  ;  see  gargarifma  de- 
tergens, 317  : — contrayerva^  N.  S,  B  ;  see  gargarifma 
fpecifica,  322. 

Keyfers  drageesy  see  pilulie  e  mercurio  trituratione  pre- 
paratae,  371. 

Julepum  Ammoniacum^  N.  S.  B  ;  SEE  miflura  Ammoniaca, 
460  : — e  creta^  L ;  see  miftura  cretacea,462  : — kydrago- 
gum^  N.  S.  B  ;-  SEE  miftura  hydragoga,  464. 

Lac  virginale^  see  lotio  cofmetica,  303: — Ammoniaciimy 
L  ;   SEE   miftura  Ammoniaca,  459. 

Linimentum  arca^i,  E  ;  see  unguentum  arcaei,  243  : — fa^ 
ponaceum  ;  SEE  embrocatio  faponacea  refolvens,  315  : — 
volatile y  L;  see  epithema  acoulHcum,    286. 

LinSius  communisy  N.  S.  B  ;  SEE  lin£lus  emoiliens,  448. 

Lixivium  diureiicum^N.  S.  B;  SEE  miftura  diuretica,  466, 

Lohocb^  N.  S.  T.  &  S,  B  ;  SEE  lindus  emoiliens,  450:-— 
communis^  E  ;  see  lindtus  emoiliens,  449  : — de  manna^ 
E;   SEE  lin6tus  folutivus,  451. 

Lotio  faponacea  y  L;   SEE  lotio  cofmetica,  304. 

Mel /Egyptiacum^  L;   SEE  epithema  detergens,   292. 

Miftura  e?netica^  N.  S.  T ;  SEE   hauftus  emeticus,  404^ 

Piles  fulpburata^^,  S.T;  SEE  epithema depilatorium,  292, 

Potioalha^  N.  S.  T;  SEE  miftura  alba,  \^^\--^half arnica <^ 
N.  S.  B;  SEE  miftura  alba,  482. 

Pulvis  e  cerujja  compofita^  L;  see  injedio  emoiliens,  327: 
— Doveri'^  SEE  pulvis  diaphoreticus,  344: — ducis  Port- 
landii\  SEE  pulvis  anti-arthriticus,  340. 

Spiritus  vinofus  camphor atus^  L.  Qi  fpiritus  vini  camphor  at  us  j 
E3   SEE  embrocatio  communis,  314. 

Sinapif?nus^  E  ;  SEE  cataplafma  finapi,  284. 

Tinclura  chalyheata^  L;  SEE  tindura  chalybeata  vinofa^ 
436: — rofarmn^  L.  5c  E  ;  see  infufum  rofarum,  419, 
^^o  \—f alumina y  L;    see  embrocatio  aftringens,  313. 

Trochifius albi^s  Rhazisy   E)  see  injedio  emoiliens,  327. 

Vinum 
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Vinum  aloeticum  alkallnum^  L  ;  see  miftura  aloetica  altera- 
tiva,  458: — aniarum^  L;  see  tinclura  amara  vinofa, 
433  • — cintimonn^  L  ;   see  tindura  antimonii    vinofa^ 

"^33- 
Vngueritum  hafiUcum  v'lride^  L;  SEE  linimentum  bafilicum 
viride,  275: — hcsmorrhoidale^  N.  S.  T  ;  see  linimentum 
h^morrhoidale,  263: — e  lapide  calamhiaris^  E;  see 
ceratum  epulotlcum,  238  : — e  mercurio  precipitator  L  ; 
see  limentum  mercuriale,  264  : — nervinum^  E  ;  see  li- 
nimentum nervinum,  266  : — nutritum^  E  ;  see  linimen- 
tum refrigerans,  278: — ophthalmicum^  N.  S.  T;  see  li- 
nimentam  ophthalinicum,  267  : — pforicum^  N,  S.T;  see 
linimentum  fulphureum  pforicum,  271  : — rofaceum^  E  ; 
SEE  linimentum  fimplex,  270  : — •famhucinum^  E  ;  see  li- 
nimentum fambucinum,  268  :—ftmplex\  see  linimentum 
fimplex,  2']0:^-'eJulphurer  L;  see  linimentum  e  ful- 
phure,  270: — tiitia^  L.  &  E  3   see.  linimentum  tutiae^ 

^73- 


Advertifement. 

A  more  general  index  is  not  thought 
necefiaiy :  as  all  the  other  medica- 
ments are  difpofed  alphabetically  in 
the  claffcs  to  which  their  names  re- 
late ;  and  the  page  where  each  clafs 
is  to  be  found  is  pointed  cut  in  the 
table  of  contents. 
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